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St. Mlary’s
Catholic Chureh

ALTON, ILLINOIS

FEAST OF THE HOLY
FAMILY OF JESUS,
MARY & JOSEPH

DECEMBER 31, 2023

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, January 1 - Solemnity of
Mary, Mother of God

6:30 am Maria Mediero Arcet

8:00 am Terry Jacksont

9:30 am Robin Uhlt

11:00 am Intentions of Pope Francis
5:15 pm Victims of Wars

Tuesday, January 2
6:30 am Ann Keaneyt
8:00 am Mr. & Mrs. Joe Greenwellt

Wednesday, January 3
6:30 am Rosella Baalmant
8:00 am Int of The Ringering Family
Father Chris — The People of
St. Mary's
Thursday, January 4
6:30 am Joe Bayert
8:00 am Helen Greenwellt

Friday, January 5
6:30 am Goldena & Steve Amizicht
8:00 am Special Int of Mike &
Sandy Dean

Saturday, January 6
6:30 am Int of Dr. Robert Hurley
8:00 am Linda Hintont
5:15 pm Pat Maloneyt

Sunday, January 7
6:30 am Sandy Moehnt
8:00 am Robert & Patricia Connert
9:30 am Anthony Geisent
11:00 am Felicia Goekent

5:15 pm Petra Salas T, Luis Lopezf,
& Baby Luis T

The example of Nazareth

The home of Nazareth is the school where we begin to understand the life of
Jesus — the school of the Gospel.

The first lesson we learn here is to look, to listen, to meditate and penetrate
the meaning — at once so deep and so mysterious — of this very simple, very
humble and very beautiful manifestation of the Son of God. Perhaps we learn,
even imperceptibly, the lesson of imitation.

Here we learn the method which will permit us to understand who Christ is.
Here above all is made clear the importance of taking into account the general
picture of his life among us, with its varied background of place, of time, of
customs, of language, of religious practices — in fact, everything Jesus made use
of to reveal himself to the world. Here everything is eloquent, all has a meaning.

Here, in this school, one learns why it is necessary to have a spiritual rule of
life, if one wishes to follow the teaching of the Gospel and become a disciple of
Christ.

How gladly would | become a child again, and go to school once more in this
humble and sublime school of Nazareth: close to Mary, | wish | could make a fresh
start at learning the true science of life and the higher wisdom of divine truths.

But | am only a passing pilgrim. | must renounce this desire to pursue in this
home my still incomplete education in the understanding of the Gospel. | will not
go on my way however without having gathered — hurriedly, it is true, and as if
wanting to escape notice — some brief lessons from Nazareth.

First, then, a lesson of silence. May esteem for silence, that admirable and
indispensable condition of mind, revive in us, besieged as we are by so many
uplifted voices, the general noise and uproar, in our seething and over-sensitized
modern life.

May the silence of Nazareth teach us recollection, inwardness, the disposition
to listen to good inspirations and the teachings of true masters. May it teach us
the need for and the value of preparation, of study, of meditation, of personal
inner life, of the prayer which God alone sees in secret.

Next, there is a lesson on family life. May Nazareth teach us what family
life is, its communion of love, its austere and simple beauty, and its sacred and
inviolable character. Let us learn from Nazareth that the formation received at
home is gentle and irreplaceable. Let us learn the prime importance of the role of
the family in the social order.

Finally, there is a lesson of work. Nazareth, home of the ‘Carpenter’s Son’,
in you | would choose to understand and proclaim the severe and redeeming
law of human work; here | would restore the awareness of the nobility of work;
and reaffirm that work cannot be an end in itself, but that its freedom and its
excellence derive, over and above its economic worth, from the value of those for
whose sake it is undertaken. And here at Nazareth, to conclude, | want to greet
all the workers of the world, holding up to them their great pattern, their brother
who is God. He is the prophet of all their just causes, Christ our Lord.

From an address given at Nazareth by Pope Paul VI

THE 2ND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND WILL BE FOR ST. MARY’S CAPITAL FUND.
|



Please contact the parish office if you need prayers or want to
have prayers said for a relative or friend. Several times a year
when the list gets long, we will begin again with a new list after
a notice in the bulletin; at that time simply let the parish office
know if you still require prayers. Our new office emails are:
carolyn@stmarysalton.com and marci@stmarysalton.com

R epueats fur Prayet

Please remember our brothers and sisters, who
are in need of prayer.

Please remember our brothers and sisters, who are in need
of prayer.

Chuck Hughes, Kay Barnett, Laura Wright, Kay Ansell, Richard
Hudanick, Celeste Frasier, Sylvia Manns, Nancy Gonzales,
Madison Krankel, Mary Miles, Joseph Fischer, Carol Henkhaus,
Cheryl Whitten, Sarah Stirton, Chuck Pohlman, JoAnn Acheson,
Roy Geisen, Toni Messinger, Sophie H., Mary Thompson,
Ava Holt, Doug Manns, Joseph Gleason, Ann Reilly, Richard
DuPatz, Jeff Vaughn, Levi McDonald, Allison Brakeville, Sydney
Hosford, Christopher Taul, Ted Holt, Jana Howell, Michael
Raymond, Mary Featherstone, Phil Pohlman, Randy Ledbetter,
Margaret Schwegel, Sean Michael Donahue, Ellen Saville, Bob
& Phyllis Rill, Leah Grace & Family, Linda Schafer, Mackenzie
Haegele, Walter Gregory, Jenny Breden, Florence Sabaj, Terry
Westfall, Rosemary Ruedin, Rollan (Jerry) Jouett, Stephen
Jouett, Dolores Hill, Barbara Hill, James Eberhardt, Nancy
Erickson, Kathleen Anderson, Matthew Cleland, Roy Kubicek,
Amy Terhaar, Olga Kornyukhova, Julie Huch, Jim Wicklund,
Nina Greenwell, Rick Faccin, Meredith Ragsdale, Vince Walter,
Joan Conrad, Diane Presnell, Rick Krumrey, Mary Roderfeld,
Dennis Horn, Marilynn Schulz, Frank J. Mooney, Catharine
Williams, Marge Ridder, Jennifer Allmond, Jessica Boyd,
Jerome Carrigan, Mary Wuellner, Mike Klaus, Stella Schultz,
Barb Loy, Todd Bailey, Alice Banghart, Fr. Dave Beauregard,
OMYV, Dr. Bob Hurley, Dan Cruz, Al Treichel ... and all in our
parish who need prayers that are unnamed here.

Holy Mary, help those in need, give strength to the weak,
comfort the sorrowful, pray for God’s people, assist the
clergy, and intercede for religious. May all who seek your
help experience your unfailing protection. ~Amen.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THESE AND ALL
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES

-

A Jordan Cook, Kris Drake, Kyle Gray, Brian
‘ Gehm, Alaina Gehm, Johnny Braun, Grant
Wanamaker, Trenton Brown, Michael Lucas,
Drew Hargus, Steven Layne Blair, Jr., Joseph
y Brakeville, Keith Johnson, Joseph Buehlman,
Teresa Buehlman, Austin Knebel, Megan

A Schuette, Daniel Chartrand, Morgun Yogore,
William Kerr, Alex Geisen, Matthew Gonzales,

Jacob Allen, Matt Jouett, Tamara Cardenas, Lisa Haegele, Kyle
Ontis, Kaleb Denney, Caleb Rench, Danny Geringer, Samantha
Gorman, Lane Oliver, Alexander Jaworski, Lance Perkey,
Jonathan McCullough, Samantha Hoehn, Grace Gerhart, Trent
Ward, Michael Cooke, Ed Maag, Luke Plunkett, Abby Linscott,
Eddie Frieling, Avery Geisen, Ellanour Brass, Austen Goheen,

Matthew Bazzell, J.C. Wuellner, Grant Haegele,
|

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS,
MARY & JOSEPH
Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3 ~ Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 ~ Luke 2:22-40
FOCUS: Imitate the Holy Family, the true model of life.

Even in their holiness, Mary, Joseph, and their child Jesus were
not exempt from suffering, and the difficulties of life. Yet they
never wavered in their commitment to God or to each other.

Theirs was a home where the child [Jesus] grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
Let us strive to make our homes a haven for others to grow in
love, virtue, and favor.

In the first reading, Abram puts his faith in God's promise of
a child despite his and Sarah’s old age. In the second reading
the author emphasizes all that Abraham did was by faith. In the
Gospel, Joseph and Mary present Jesus at the temple, and
meet Simeon and Anna who prophesy about the child.

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

PART ONE - THE PROFESSION OF FAITH

SECTION TWO - THE CREEDS
THE WORLD WAS CREATED FOR
THE GLORY OF GOD MAN

366 The Church teaches that every spiritual soul is created
immediately by God - it is not “produced” by the parents - and
also that it is immortal: it does not perish when it separates
from the body at death, and it will be reunited with the body
at the final Resurrection.?®®

COMING SOON AT ST. MARY'’S
Adoration Chapel Closed on Jan 1
Bible Study resumes - Jan 2
Next Baptismal Prep Class — January 7
Coffee & Doughnut Sunday - January 14

J \

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Masses for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God [New Year’s Day]:
Monday, January 1st ~ 6:30am, 8:00am*, 9:30am, Noon, 5:15pm

\* Live Stream Ve

BANNS OF MARRIAGE

3rd announcement between
Jacob Buhs and Sydney Marshall

ADORATION CHAPEL CLOSED ON...

The Adoration Chapel will be closed on the Feast of the Holy
Mother of God, New Year’s Day, Jan 1.



POINSETTIAS
In Memory of...

Jim & Irma Dix, Nora Morris, D. Wayne Wagnon, Rosie Baalman,
Sandy Moehn, Harry Kulp, Dorothy Kulp, Barbara Ann Moehn,
Nicholas & Juliana Moehn, Felix & Ceclia Pratte, Mayme & Flo
Gradl, Mayme & Frances Hellrung, John & Mary Lou Luketich,
Nick & Ivka Perica, Michael & Mary Ursch, Lind/Gvillo Families,
George & Felicia Goeken, Valerie Lewis & Tammy Greco, Rill
& Milford Families, Robert Emmett Kane, Deceased Members
of Joehl/Bertier Family, Deceased Members of Soper/Adzima
Family, Tom Gineris, Russ & llma Baggett, Thomas Baggett,
George & Betty Hornsey, Bob & Dane Lorch, Marsha Elaine
Cobb, Douglas Patrick, Clyde & Georgia Ann Kaufman, Philip
& Phyllis Rapp, Sister Rita Ann Frey, Delia Fader, Louis Boucher,
Brian Boston, Tony & Helen Boston, Marcella Lane, Zachary
Hunter, Joseph & Edna Macias, Baby Michael Heublein, Roger
& Bernice Ruedin, Terry Jackson, Dean Family, Bodger Family,
Aery Family, Meeks Family, Pilarita Wilson Family, Toni Fry-
Hilgert, James Hilgert, Alice Hilgert, Members of the Rickher &
Stickling Families, Delia Fader (F.R.O.G.), K.E. (Dino) & Maureen
Pars, Harold W. & Roberta (Bobbie) Wagner, Jackie St. Peters,
Batchelor Family, Robert “Whitey” & Norma Hamilton, Joseph
and Pauline Bayer, Joseph R. Bayer, Jr., Clarence & Martha Kulp,
Clarence & Shannon Williams, Edmund & Margaret Norton,
Elmer & Violia Childers, James & Bernadine Geisen, Samuel
Geisen, Anthony Geisen, Robert & Jeanne Walters, Helen
Kahney, Jeffrey (J.T.) Pace, Zorger Family, Christopher Cleary,
Alman & Mildred Miller, Mr. & Mrs. John Hernandez, Mr. & Mrs.
Albert Hurley, Godar/Molloy Families, Victor Goeken, Tony
Corona Family, J. Michael Kane

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION CLASS

The next baptismal preparation class will be January 7 after
11am Mass. To register, please call the parish office, 618-465-
4284.

2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES

Please take the time to pick up your 2024 Offering Envelopes!
They are located in the basement of the church across from
the Mary Ann Room. Be sure to pick up your box as soon as
you can. Please ask an usher or a priest or another parishioner
to help you if you cannot make it down the stairs. They will be
glad to help.

GREAT ADVENTURE BIBLE STUDY NEWS!
IMPORTANT, PLEASE READ!

We return to the study in the New Year on Tuesday, January 2
with a little Christmas celebration: we will gather at 6:30pm and
the study will begin at 7pm in the Parish Center. What a great
start we've had to our Bible Study this year! See you in 2024 to
continue our journey!

CONGRATULATIONS, SISTERS!

Beginning this December 26, 2023, our Sisters of St. Francis of
the Martyr St. George (FSGM) celebrate the 100th anniversary
of their first arrival in the United States. Please pray for our
Sisters during this jubilee year and wish them well!

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMMING WITH EWTN

Vatican events, musical concerts, special features, and
children’s programming for the entire season. For a complete
schedule, go to ewtn.com/Christmas.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS

JUST A FEW LEFT IN THE PARISH OFFICE!
The 4th grade class is selling Christmas
ornaments to raise funds for their field
trip to Springfield, IL. The ornament is a
beautiful silver Christmas tree; in the center
is a gorgeous picture of our church altar at <&
Christmas. The ornaments are $7 each. If ez
paying by check, please make payable to “St.
Mary's School”. Order forms are available in
the back of church or in the Parish Office.

SUCCESS CARDS

St. Mary's 8th grade class is selling Success Cards. They are $10
each. Includes so many local businesses! You can purchase
Success Cards from both school offices, the Parish office, or
your favorite 8th grader. They are good all through 2024!

HOME MASSES

We have celebrated many special “home Masses”. At your
winter family gatherings, please consider this unique and
beautiful way to bless your family and/or bless a special
celebration in your family. If you are interested in a home
Mass, please contact one of the priests here at St. Mary’s and
we will arrange it.

FORMED NEWS!
St. Mary’'s has partnered with

the Augustine Institute to offer FGR IVI E D
free online access to grow in your | =

faith and be inspired. It's called |

FORMED. Discover new Advent and more as you and your
family celebrate the Christmas season! There is programming
for both adults and children.

What a great way to grow together in your faith and family life!
To learn more, visit our FORMED page at www.stmarysalton.
com/formed. If you don’t have a FORMED account, you can
create a free one through this FORMED link.



POOR BOXES

Please rememberto support our St. Mary's Charitable Outreach
Society and its efforts to help the poor and needy. Convenient
offering boxes are located at the side entrance and the main
entrance for your donations.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

If you or a loved one are ill or preparing for surgery and
would like to be anointed, please contact the Parish Office to
schedule a time for this sacrament of healing, 618-465-4284.

**Please note, due to HIPAA policies, the hospitals can no
longer notify us if you are admitted. Please reach out or have
a family member reach out.

ALTON KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ACTIVITIES
Council Meeting - Jan 11, 7:30 pm, 717 State Street
Council Meeting - Feb 8, 7:30 ppm 717 State Street

Knights of Columbus District Free Throw Contest - Feb 11,
Noon - 2:30pm - Marquette Gym

MARY’S VoY "a

Adoration Chapel'| H ol

http://www.adorationpro. org/maryalton
Adorers Needed:
Tuesdays: 8:00pm
Saturdays: 4:00pm, 5:00pm, 6:00pm
Additional Adorers Needed:
Mondays: 3:00pm, 5:00pm, 6:00pm
Tuesdays: 3:00pm, 5:00pm, 6:00pm, 7:00pm
Wednesdays: 5:00pm, 7:00pm, 8:00pm
Thursdays: 3:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm
Fridays: 5:00pm, 8:00pm, 9:00pm
Saturdays: 3:00pm, 7:00pm, 8:00pm, 9:00pm

Venerable Bruno Lanteri

“For the love of God, | beg
of you to wage continual
warfane against negative
moods, and neven fail to
Learn more and request prayers online:
www.omvusa.org/bruno-lanteri/

FIRST FRIDAY
This week is the First Friday and Saturday of the month of
January, days on which we traditionally honor Our Lord
and His mother through the Sacraments of Confession and
Communion.

Masses: Fri. 6:30am, 8am, and 5:15; Sat. 6:30am and 8am

Confessions: Fri.4:00-5:00 pm w/ Adoration in the Church;
Sat. 4-5pm and 7-8pm.

UPCOMING EVENTS

PANCAKE BREAKFAST AT EDLEY’S

Mark your calendars! The Edley’s Pancake Breakfast for A
Beacon of Light Pregnancy Help Center has been rescheduled
for January 27, 2024! Advanced reservations are strongly
preferred. Tickets are $10 each, and can be purchased at
https://secure.fundeasy.com/ministrysync/event/?e=25857 or
by calling 618-855-9774. Pancakes, bacon, sausage, juice and
coffee will be provided. Be sure to share with your friends and
family! The deadline to pre-register for this event is Friday,
January 19, 2024. Edley's BBQ, 2392 Illinois 157, Glen Carbon.

3rd DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION

The Jerseyville, lllinois, Knights of Columbus Council #1692
will be hosting a 3rd Degree Exemplification on Feb. 4,
beginning at 1pm. For more information, please email Andy
Macias, armacias@gtec.com with your name, city, council
number, and possible number of interested candidates.
When more information becomes available of exemplification
requirements for that day, | will email those to you upon arrival.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

2024 Catholic Women'’s Breakfast

Ladies, Looking for a way to enrich your Lenten Season?

February 10, 2024 - 8:00 AM to Noon at St. Boniface
Church in Edwardsville.

Mass followed by catered breakfast and talk by Sister M.
Karolyn Nunes, FSGM, entitled ‘Living Lent for a Change".
Download the registration form at www.st-boniface.com or email
Womensbreakfast24@gmail.com Pre-Registered is Required
and space is limited. Mail registration by January 31.

Happy Tlew Year Blessing

“Wishing you gratitude for years past,
joy in the present, and
hope for the future.”




Beautiful St. Mary’s at Christmas!
Our gratitude to everyone who helped to make

St. Mary’s beautiful this Christmas season
by decorating, singing, lectoring, serving at
the altar, ushering, and doing so much more.
Thank you!

PRAYER CORNER

A New Year'’s Prayer
Lord, You make all things new
You bring hope alive in our hearts
And cause our Spirits to be born again
Thank you for this new year
For all the potential it holds.
Come and kindle in us
A mighty flame
So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God
And live forever to praise Your glorious name.

- Author Unknown




LITURGICAL ROLES

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES:

New schedules have gone out by
email and through MSP.

If you are offline and need your schedule, contact
the parish office. If you would like to discontinue or
change ministries, also contact us and we will get
you set up.

If you have lost access to your account,
contact msp@stmarysalton.com for assistance.

WEEKDAY MASSES:

Servers and Lectors are welcome to resume all roles.

LIVE STREAMING SCHEDULE

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysalton
No account or login is required to watch

Mass at 8:00 am Daily

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN ENTRIES:
On or before Tuesday at 3:30pm.

Please submit any bulletin requests (pending approval)
to: Carolyn Simansky at carolyn@stmarysalton.com

St. MHlarp’s

QEatIJuIi't Church

SCAN HERE WITH YOUR
SMART PHONE TO GIVE
ELECTRONICALLY.

DIOCESAN VICTIMS ASSISTANCE
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Tim Epps, CFP®, AAMS™
Financial Advisor
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Funeral Homes
Crematory &~
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Family Owned & Operated

Bethalto
377-4000

Alton
465-3571

Godfrey
466-3573

FAHNESTOCK
FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

Accounting & Tax Services

1358 D’ Adrian Professional Park, Godfrey, IL 62035
Office: (618) 462-4135 Fax: (618) 462-3658
E-Mail: tom@fahnestockfinancial.com

JAMES J. CLAYWELL, AAMS®
Financial Advisor, RJFS
Owner, CAM
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Schwegel’s
901 Alby St. - Alton

Gerard Fischer, Agent
Gerard Fischer and
Associates, LLC

3014 Godfrey Rd, Godfrey
Bus: (618) 466-7062
gfischer@amfam.com
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Morgan Stanley

Ed Hansen
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Family Wealth Advisor
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006441 - Rev. 11/15 ©2015 - 7141593
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@m' 3517 College Ave. Alton, IL’62002 { Occagione Multi-Million Dollar Producer )
- J 618-465-2541 www.mvslawyers.com 466-3400 Office (618) 466-1513 »
3 Fax (618) 466-2414 ;

34 East Delmar - Alton, IL| c.i  (618) 560-8201

Dricks

602 East W 3rd St, Alton, IL 62002 ' Mormino,Velloff

: FLOWERS wc| | ocally Owned and Operated | Email  mlhornG@charter.net
618.433.9999 & Snider, P‘C;v ‘ll)y the Strack an% Website ma[thom@homcs corfn
Present this coupon and receive a free order of cheese bread. /\ttomeys lll‘ld (_,()Lll‘ls&‘]()l's at Law/| McDaniel Families .




