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They shall beat their swords
into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks;
one nation shall not raise

the sword against another.

Isaiah 2:4
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First Sunday of Advent December 1, 2019

From the Desk of Fr. Brian Hecktor ...

Dear Parishioners,

The new liturgical year is here and we begin the season of Advent. For generations, the
Chosen People of God waited patiently and faithfully for the Messiah who would save them
from the oppression of sin and eternal death. We spend this time patiently and faithfully
awaiting the celebration of God with us. We are grateful for His continued presence that
gives us the hope we need. So enjoy the parties and lights and candles that come with this time of year, and
please never forget how God loves us so much that He sent His only Son to be among us. Come, Lord
Jesus!

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, December 8, falls on the 2nd Sunday of Advent this
year. Therefore, the celebration of Mary’s conception will be transferred to Monday, December 9, and will not
be a Holy Day of Obligation. Nevertheless, we will have our regular Masses at 6:30 and 8am, and | strongly
urge you to make time to attend Mass and celebrate our Blessed Mother and the amazing things God has
done through her to bring about our salvation.

Celebrate the Saints this week! On Tuesday, St. Francis Xavier who lived in the 16" Century, co-founded the
Society of Jesus, and was a courageous missionary to Japan, Malaysia, and India. Wednesday, St. John
Damascene, 8" Century doctor of the Church with a great devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Friday, our
beloved St. Nicholas, not because he brings us gifts, but because he was a faithful and good bishop in Asia
Minor in the 4" Century. And on Saturday, the bold and wise St. Ambrose, one of the four great Doctors of
the Latin Church, defender of the Faith against heresy, and teacher of St. Augustine.

Lastly, pray for our children who are receiving 1°' Reconciliation on Monday! They’ve been studying, praying,
and practicing to receive this Sacrament and we are happy for them!

God bless you and have a great Advent.

Fr. Hecktor

HOPEFUL EXPECTATION

Our liturgical year begins with the season of
Advent—a time of hopeful expectation of the coming Conception of MY
of the Lord. On the First Sunday of Advent we look —_ i
forward to the end of time when xe will awaken to the The Blessed Virgin
dawn of Christ's new day. Mary

Today we hear Isaiah speak of a day when God’s is usually celebrated
power will have brought universal peace and God’s on December 8th.
Word will have instructed all people, radiating God’s } .
“light” (teachings) into all of human society. Only when However; becayse this
humanity walks “in the light of the LORD” (Isaiah 2:5), year the 8th is the
when all people desire to be instructed “in [God’s] second Sunday of
ways” (Isaiah 2:3), will the world be set aright and our Advent, this solemn
deepest longings fulfilled. The reading from Romans

The Feast of
The Immaculate .

calls us to “awake from sleep” for this final “day is at
hand” (Romans 13:11, 12). Together this Sunday’s
scriptures proclaim our Christian faith that Jesus is the
One who will finally come to fulfil God’s plan of
salvation.
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feast day is transferred
to Monday, December |
9th. The obligation to
attend Mass does not o2
transfer. .



Mass Intentions

December 1 - 8 (Saints & Observations)

Sunday (1st Sunday of Advent)

7:00
9:00
11:00

Ruth Schaper
Henry, Robert & Edith Orr
People of the Parish

Monday (St. Jerome)

6:30
8:00

Huff Family
Ed Deters

Tuesday (St. Francis Xavier)

6:30
8:00

Paul & Hortense Flood
Worcester F.D. #6

Wednesday (St. John Damascene)

6:30
8:00
Thursday
6:30
8:00

Betty Deters
Jerri Barhorst

Pat Nappier
Art & Joan Rooney

Friday (St. Nicholas; First Friday)

6:30
8:00

Larry Bereswill
Richard Krus

Saturday (St. Ambrose; First Saturday; Pearl Harbor

8:00
5:00

Remembrance Day)

Marilynn Austermann
People of the Parish

Sunday (2nd Sunday of Advent)

7:00
9:00
11:00

Debbie Modesto
Ronald A. Seper
Philip, Mary & Donna Fischer

Betty and George Armstrong,

REQUESTS and

Theresa DiNapoli

“You . . . must be prepared, for at an hour you do
not expect, the Son of Man will come.”

Early Bulletin Deadlines

We want to make sure all are aware of the bulletin
announcement submission deadlines for the
following bulletin publication dates:

— Matthew 24:44
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(Sunday)

Ministry Schedule

December 7 & 8

5:00

7:00

9:00

11:00

Lectors: P. Garland
Ministers: K. Goersch, J. Preisack,

B. & M. Schmidt, E. Schneider
Hospitality: M. Paur, R. Chinnici,

R. Flynn, C. Hamilton

Lectors: J. Kertz
Ministers: C. Fleming, J. Johnson,
C. Oberbeck, D. Stanger,
L. Wells
Hospitality: D. Webb, T. Wright, C. Gay
Lectors: T. Bast, J. Laurenti
Ministers: C. Cashel, J. Eveker,
W. Gemmer, K. Griebenow,
D. Kopff
Hospitality: H., J., S., &T. Bast
Lectors: K. Gillman
Ministers: S. Hentz, L. Schneider,

D. Plumley, F. Steinmeyer
Hospitality:  J. & M. Bono, J. & M. Dielthelm

LECTORS, EUCHARISTIC & HOSPITALITY MINISTERS:
A limited amount of new schedules are available in the

sacristy.

Lector work books are also in the sacristy.

Thank you for your service to St. Mark! If you would like to

receive

schedules via email please send a note to Ed

Schneider tbirdeddie@yahoo.com.

Readings for the Week

Monday

: Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17,

Wednes
Thursda

Friday:

Lk 10:21-24

day: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37

y: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-273;
Mt 7:21, 24-27
Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;

Sunday:

Mt 9:35 — 10:1
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12

We offer our congratulations and ask for
prayers for those 8th grade students of
St. Mark Parish who received the Sacrament
of Confirmation last Monday, November 25th.
May the Holy Spirit inspire them always to
lives dedicated to Jesus Christ, his Church,

Bulletin Date | Submission Date Confirmation and all people everywhere.

e All submissions are due by
12 Noon to Parish Office or
secretary@stmarkstl.com

December 8 Tomorrow,

Monday, December 2

December 15 Next Monday, December 9

December 22 Next Monday, December 9

December 29 Monday, December 16

January 5

Wednesday, December 18

SERVERS
SCHEDULE

December 2 -8 Friday

Monday 6:30  Server needed

6:30
:30

Server needed Saturday

uesday 8:00  Server needed

Server needed 5:00 Servers needed

ednesday Sunday

:30

Server needed 7:00 Servers needed

hursday 9:00  Servers needed

:30

Server needed 11:00 Servers needed



THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH ...

December 2 - 8

Monday 10:00 am Canasta, Parish Office
1:30 pm 50+ Club Board Meeting,
Parish Office
6:00 pm  First Reconciliation, Church
6:30 pm PSR, School
6:45 pm  Faith Sharing, Parish Office
8:00 pm Basketball, Parish Center
Tuesday  9:00 am - 9:00 pm
Eucharistic Adoration, Church
9:00 am  Crafters / Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Parish Office
5:30 pm Basketball, Parish Center
6:30 pm  BINGO, Bandwagon Hall
Wednesday 9:00 am  Bible Study, Parish Office
5:30 pm  Basketball, Parish Center
7:00 pm  Christ Journeymen, Parish Office
7:00 pm  Liturgy Commission, Parish Office
Thursday 5:30 pm Basketball, Parish Center
6:30 pm  Choir, Church
7:00 pm  Boys Club, Cafeteria
Friday 12 Noon Breakfast with Santa Set-up,
Parish Center & Cafeteria
Saturday 8:00 am Breakfast with Santa,
Parish Center & Cafeteria
Sunday 12 Noon Private Event, Cafeteria

Eucharistic Adoration
Tuesdays from 9 am to 9 pm.

“Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction,

persevere in prayer.”
Romans 12:12

Please spend time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.

BINGO IS PLAYED EVERY TUESDAY

AT BANDWAGON HALL
(REAVIS BARRACKS & LEMAY FERRY RD.)

DOORS OPEN AT 3:30 PM.
/ GAMES BEGIN AT 6:30 PM.

Team 2 will work Tuesday, December 3
If you cannot work when scheduled or have questions, call:

A7
' Ju_J

Dottie Laumann Betty Hummert

Patti Ebel Jane Johnson
Sheila Mason Kevin Bradshaw
Melissa Beck Rick Dreiling

Meredith Fallert Annie Beckerle

Laura @ 314.229.7200 or Terri @ 314.413.0882.

No BINGO on Tuesday, December 24th, Christmas Eve.

PRINCIPAL'S DESK
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Dear Parishioners,

This Monday our second graders will be receiving the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Preparing for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time is exciting.
It is a time for focus on God’s mercy, how we forgive
among our family, friends, and community, and how we
celebrate forgiveness. Please continue to pray for these
students as they experience one of many great moments
on their journey with God.

Our students are now collecting new, unwrapped toys to
bring to the altar for our annual Toy Mass that is
organized by the first grade class. | invite you to join us
for the Toy Mass on Friday, December 6th. It is very
heart-warming to see the altar filled with toys that will be
donated to children in need.

Finally, our students will be performing in their Christmas
concert on Thursday, December 12th. We have two
performances and you are invited to attend either
one. They will perform at 10:00 am and 7:00 pm in the
Parish Center.

St. Mark, Pray for Us. ~~ Julie Bingham

Congratulations to our 8" Graders, who have asked
Saints Alexander, Cecilia, James, Joseph, Michael the
Archangel, and Teresa of Calcutta to become their
special patrons, guides, and companions in their lives.
Say a prayer of thanks to your own particular saint today,

if you haven't in a while. A good relationship can
become a great relationship with open, honest

communication! Keep in touch with your favorite saint(s)!

No time to wrap those holiday gifts?
Santa's elves to the rescue!

The elves will be at St. Mark on
Sunday, December 15th to help
you while helping the 8" grade and
high school students earn money for
their  Pro-Life pilgrimage to
Washington, DC! They will be in the
Cafeteria from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. with
all the pretty wrapping and bows.

Be sure to bring those gifts and stop
by!
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Any Member still wanting to attend the Christmas Party,
please send check for $17 to Mike Fischer (4162
Rutherford | 63125). Jesus is the Reason for the Season.

50+ will be close for the months of January and February.

RIS IR RRR R
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;& Reservations for the Christmas Party at Genesis y
on Wednesday, December 11 must be in by
tomorrow, the 2nd. Cost: $15. A cash bar will be ?&
available and we will have musical entertainment.
For more info or to reserve you place, please phone g&
Joanne Schneider, 314.894.6079.

&
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KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS

Missouri Right to Life South County Chapter prolife Christ-
centered Christmas cards on sale (18 for $12) after all
Masses next Saturday and Sunday, December 7 and 8.

postage stamps are available at
your local post office. At one time several types of
religious themed stamps were available in post offices,
but currently there is only one keeping
. Please consider purchasing a few of these
stamps and to publicly promote your Christmas spirit and
your Christianity.

AATCHD

Dear Parishioners and School Families,

As you may or may not be aware, St. Mark’'s most
profitable fundraiser is our Tuesday night Bingo. We
are in desperate need of additional workers to keep
this fundraiser going. Profits from Bingo subsides
tuition and cover major repairs of the school and parish.

We recently did an audit of our workers list and have
determined that we are in need of at least 20 additional
volunteers to maintain our 5 to 6 teams. Please consider
working a shift of 4 hours or less every 5 to 6 weeks.

If you are not familiar with Bingo, don’t be intimidated,
it actually can be a lot of fun. Stop by the Bandwagon Hall
at 2151 Lemay Ferry Rd. at Reavis Barracks, on any
Tuesday night, if you would like to see what Bingo is all
about.

Please contact Fr. Hecktor at 314.743.8609 if you
are ready to help or would like additional information.

Tithing, your gift to God.

The contribution figures for the November 24, 2019
collection were not available due to the early bulletin
submission deadline because of the Thanksgiving
holiday. The figures will be published in next weekend’s
bulletin.

Thank you for your ongoing support of
St. Mark’s Catholic Church!

Dear St. Mark Parishioners,

You will find the Giving Tree in the school
cafeteria. We ask that you take a paper
ornament off the tree and purchase the
suggested item.

The qift ideas are for those families that
Feed My People considers most in need
from their client list. Feed My People’s
“‘Giving Tree Room” will be open to these
clients to choose from the donated gifts that
best suit their family members’ needs.

Please do not wrap the gift. You may wish
to donate wrapping paper and scotch tape so,
that, clients may wrap their chosen gifts.

All gifts must be returned and under the
tree by Sunday, December 15. If you have
any questions, please call Christina Sanders
at 314.743.8602.

Thank you for-your continued generosity.

The National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
Belleville, IL

50th Annual Way of Lights

The Shrine is hosting its light display from now until
December 31 from 5 - 9 pm. This is a fun family event
with many activities including one million lights, and
opportunity to enjoy choirs, ride a camel, and check out
the Lego Nativity and so much more.

Volunteer Request

Looking for a way to share the holiday spirit? Volunteer
for a shift or two during the Way of Lights greeting
visitors to the Christmas tree display at the Shrine of Our
Lady of the Snows. This is a great opportunity for youth
service hours. If interested, please call 618.397.6700.

For more information:
phone 618.397.6700 or go online to Snows.org.




BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
9:00-NOON

Aonsored e St. Mark class of 2021

§

Fun for all with crafts,
* activities, and a special
visit from Santa.

$7.00 per ticket
St. Mark Parish Center
L 4220 Ripa Avenue

L

|
‘ Make your reservation today! $7 per person includes a hot
" breakfast, a visit with Santa, crafts, games, and so much more.

Get your reservations in today. All are welcome.
Call: 314.740.4719.

Additional cost if you would like to make a fingerprint ornament
($3), Purchase Basket Raffles ($1 each | 6 for $5) or Sleigh of Toy
Raffle Tickets ($1 each or 6 for $5). Cash, Check or Credit Card.

Thank you for supporting our bake sale in

November. Your purchases are supporting

our 8th grade and high school students so
they can be witnesses for Life in DC!

to support St. Mark teens & chaperones
going to Washington, DC in January to
March for Life

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
after 7, 9, & 11 am Masses
in Cafeteria

Take something home for
your holiday gatherings! .

SANTA’S SLEIGH OF TOYS RAFFLE

8th Grade Breakfast with Santa
Sleigh Raffle
WIN A SLEIGH FULL OF TOYS!!

Tickets are $1 each or 6 for §5 and may be
purchased through the School office.

Drawing will be held after the Christmas Concert
on Thursday, December 12th.
Winner does not need to be present to win.

YOURE INVIIEd!
St. NQRTKO SCLOOL
ChRISTMAS CONCERYt

Thursday, December 12, 2019

10:00am & 7:00pm
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i{ Last day to order for Christmas delivery is Monday, December 16th, by 10:00 am.
For questions contact Alice Wilcox @ 743 8603 or Diane Little @ 757 1996
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Arby's
Bartolino’s
Bob Evans
Bonefish Grill
Buffalo Wild Wings
Burger King
California Pizza Kitchen
Cheesecake Factory
Chili's
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Chris’ Pancake

TWB had youw covereal!

Restaurants

Dairy Queen
Dave & Buster's
Denny's
Domino’s
Dunkin’ Donuts
Hardee's
Honey Baked Ham
IHOP
Imo’s Pizza
Jack in the Box
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts
Landry's Seafood
Long John Silver’s
Longhorn Steakhouse

Chuck E. Cheese Noodles & Co.
Cold Stone Creamery 0'Charley's
Cracker Barrel .
Retailers
ACE Hardware
: Champs Sports Harry & David
American Eagle >
American Girl Claire’s Home Depot
Barnes & Noble Crate & Barrel queGoods
Bass Pro Shop o C6 ITunes
Bath & Body Works Dick’s Sportlng Goods J_CPenney
Bed, Bath & Beyond Dillard’s Jiffy Lube_
Dressbarn Joann Fabric
Best Buy
Brooks Brothers DSW Journeys
Buckle Express Kohl's
Build-A-Bear Famgu_s Fothear Lowe:s
Burlington Finish Line Macy’s
Cabela's Footlocker Marcus Theatres
Carter's Game Stop Marshalls
Great Clips Men's Warehouse

Orders can be placed after all weekend Masses, at the parish office

between 8:00 am - 4:00 pm and by sending it through school.

Oberweis
Olive Garden
Outback Steakhouse
Papa John'’s Pizza
Pasta House
Pizza Hut
Qdoba
Red Lobster
Red Robin
Ruby Tuesday
St. Louis Bread Co.
Starbucks
Subway
Taco Bell
Texas Roadhouse
TGIFriday’s
Wendy's

Menards
Office Depot/Office Max
Old Navy
Ross Dress for Less
Sally Beauty
Sephora
Shoe Carnival
Target
The Children’s Place
TIMaxx
ULTA
Walgreens
Walmart/Sam’s

-
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