
Third Sunday of Easter 
April 26, 2020 

Masses and Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament have been 

suspended until further notice. 

Please check the parish 

website for updates and live 

streaming of Masses. 



From the Desk of  
     Fr. Brian Hecktor …  
 

Dear St. Mark Parishioners, 
 

   We celebrate the Feast of St. Mark on April 
25! Thank God for our patron Saint!  We 
pray that through his Gospel and example he 
may continue guiding us to Christ. Thank 
you, St. Mark, for your intercession in our 
lives.   
   This Sunday would have been 1

st
 Holy 

Communion for many of our young 
parishioners. But as we are yet unable to 
gather for public Mass, it will be postponed 
to a later date. I hope that this time of waiting 
may increase in them the desire to receive 
Christ, and renew in each of us an 
appreciation for the gift of receiving the 
sacred Body of Christ.   
   The Federal Government has made a loan 
available to small businesses, including 
eligible churches, through the Paycheck 
Protection Act. We have the option of 
applying for this loan, but I have decided 
against it. Partly because this loan, 
advertised as a forgivable loan, may not be 
entirely forgivable. And partly because the 
funds are limited and I feel it is important that 
this loan be reserved for those businesses 
and churches most in need. 
   Because of our Bingo Account, we will be 
able to get by without having to ask for 
government (taxpayer) money. Thank you to 
our generous Bingo workers who make this 
possible! Thank you to Fr. Hambrough and 
all of you for years of building up other 
savings that give us some security. While 
we’re not “loaded,” we’re getting by fine.  
And although our Sunday collection has 
been down, it is still a significant source of 
revenue. Thank you for your continued 
generosity! We are proudly able to cover our 
payroll and other operating expenses.     
   And if you get a stimulus check and don’t 
need it, don’t forget to keep in mind the 
parish, St. Vincent DePaul Society, and 
other charitable organizations. 
 

God bless you and have a good week!   
 

   Fr. Hecktor 

St. Mark, Evangelist 
 

   St. Mark, the writer of the second Gospel, 
was born early in the first century. Some 
sources say that he came from Cyrene – 
modern day Libya – while others say he was 
from Jerusalem, but it is held in belief that it 
was in his mother’s house in Jerusalem that 
Jesus and his disciples often met so we can 
imagine that from a very early age, Mark was 
in their company. While Mark was not one of 
the twelve apostles, he was certainly among 
the 70 or so disciples that actively spread 
Christianity following Jesus’ death. 
   Mark travelled closely with St. Peter, 
St. Paul and St. Barnabas (believed to be a 
cousin/relative) and spent much time with 
them in Rome. It was at the request of the 
Roman Christian community that Mark was 
asked to write down the stories and accounts 
given by St. Peter to preserve his 
testimonies. Some time before 60AD, Mark 
wrote his account of the Gospel, in Greek for 
the benefit of the Gentile converts, 
emphasizing that Jesus is the Savior and that 
he is Divine and is written to be a record of 
the life of Jesus as seen through the eyes of 
the Prince of the apostles, Peter. 
   You will often see St. Mark portrayed in art 
associated with a lion/winged lion. Inasmuch 
as a lion is a symbol of power, nobility and 
courage, Mark’s Gospel account emphasizes 
Jesus’ saving power by his Resurrection and 
his Divinity as our Heavenly King by the 
many accounts of his miracles. 
   In addition to writing the second Gospel, 
Mark is credited with establishing the Church 
in the Roman province of Alexandria, Egypt.  
It was there, during the reign of Nero, that he 
was arrested and died a martyr’s death by 
being bound and dragged across jagged 
stones in 68AD. His relics were buried in 
Alexandria until they were stolen by the 
Venetians and moved to Venice, Italy where 
they remain to this day in St. Mark’s Basilica. 
   St. Mark is patron Saint of: Notaries, 
Translators, Opticians, Glass Workers, 
Venice, and ST. MARK’s PARISH! His 
Feast Day is April 25. Happy Feast Day!  
 

Sources: The Holy Bible, New American Catholic Edition 
(1961); Ordinary People, Extraordinary Lives (2001); various 
internet searches: Arte 2000; Wikipedia. 



Mass Intentions 
Fr. Vitali will take 6:30 am weekday and 7:00 am Sunday 
Mass intentions. Fr. Hecktor will celebrate Masses for 
8:00 am weekday intentions. All Sunday Masses 
(including Saturday at 5:00 pm and excluding 7:00 am 
Mass) will be rescheduled as Fr. Hecktor will offer one 
Sunday Mass “For the People.” 
 

April 25 - May 3 (Saints & Observations) 
 

Saturday (Saturday within the Octave of Easter) 

4:00 pm For the People (3rd Sunday of Easter) 
Recording may be found at www.stmarkstl.com 

 

Sunday (Third Sunday of Easter) 

7:00 Jack Reynolds (rescheduled from 4/25, 5:00 pm) 
 

Monday (Easter Weekday) 
6:30 Patricia Huddleston 
8:00  Donald Hasler 
 

Tuesday (St. Peter Chanel; St. Louis Grignion de Montfort) 

6:30 Reuel Umali (rescheduled from 4/26, 9:00 am) 
8:00  St. Vincent de Paul—Neighbors in Need 
  

Wednesday (St. Catherine of Siena) 

6:30 Frank Homa (rescheduled from 4/26, 11:00 am) 
8:00  Linda Hummert Bess 
 

Thursday (St. Pius V) 

6:30 Therese Mantych 
8:00  Ed Deters 
 

Friday (St. Joseph the Worker; First Friday) 

6:30 Nguyen Family 
8:00  Souls in Purgatory 
 

Saturday (St. Athanasius; First Saturday) 

4:00 pm For the People (4th Sunday of Easter) 
live streaming at www.stmarkstl.com 

 

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Easter) 

7:00 Memory of Anthony & Jenny Scotino 
 

Readings for Sunday, April 26, 2020 
First Reading: God has raised the crucified Jesus, who 
now pours forth the Holy Spirit upon us (Acts 2:14, 22-33). 
 

Psalm: Lord, you will show us the path of life (Psalm 16). 
 

Second Reading: Our faith and hope are in God, who 
raised Jesus from the dead (1 Peter 1:17-21). 
 

Gospel: Through his words and in the breaking of the 
bread, the risen Christ made himself known to two 
disciples on their way to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). 
 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

TV, ONLINE, & LIVE STREAM MASS 
Bringing spiritual comfort and  

the blessings of joy-filled hope in our Risen Savior. 
 

At this time we encourage all to connect to Mass, 
especially on Sundays: 
+ KPLR ch. 11 (CW) at 8:30 am & KTVI 
channel 2.2 (Antenna TV) at 9:00 am.  
 

+ Heart of the Nation’s Mass online anytime on 
Sundays at www.HeartoftheNation.org. 
 

+ Live Stream Masses are found at: 
   www.stmarkstl.com 
   Instagram live: @stmarkcatholicstl  
   Facebook: St. Mark Catholic School  
   http://cathedralstl.org/live/https:// 
   www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/https:// 
   ww.ewtn.com/tv 

When viewing Mass, by one of the above suggested 
means or another, after Communion, pray the 
“ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION” (below). This prayer of 
spiritual communion unites our hearts to Christ in the 
Eucharist when we are unable to receive Him physically. 
We encourage you to pray this prayer together with your 
families, especially on Sundays. 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

Until further notice, all Catholics within the 
Archdiocese of Saint Louis, have been dispensed 
from their obligation to attend Sunday Mass since 
the March 14 - 15, 2020 weekend by Archbishop 
Robert Carlson. 

 

Church Building Hours 
Monday - Saturday | 6:00 am - Noon 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday | 8:00 am - Noon 

 

Sunday Bulletin Distribution 
Go to https://www.stmarkstl.com/bulletins 

Church’s Cry Room (6:00 am - Noon) 
 

Mass Online 
Go to www.stmarkstl.com to view Masses 

celebrated at St. Mark Church. 
Also, see this page’s right column. 

Readings for the Week 
 

Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30;  
 Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51 — 8:1a; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b, 8a,  
 17, 21ab; Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-7a; Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20;  
 Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59,  
 or, for the memorial, Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or  
 Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24;  
 Ps 90:2-4, 12-14, 16; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-17; Jn 6:60-69  
Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps 23:1-6;  
 1 Pt 2:20b-25; Jn 10:1-10 

http://www.HeartoftheNation.org


 

Staying at Home? 
 

Great time to register for 

Prevent and Protect STL 
 

New safe environment requirements 
 

   The Archdiocese of Saint Louis has developed a new 
system for “Safe Environment” compliance called 
Prevent and Protect STL. Everyone (clergy, employees, 
and volunteers) ministering to minors and vulnerable 
adults in the Archdiocese are required to register in the 
new system ASAP. This includes those new to service 
and those who are currently in service. For those who 
have already attend a “Protection God’s Children” (PGC) 
workshop, your previous training date will transfer to this 
new system. However; in addition to attending a live 
PGC workshop, all will register for an updated 
background screening, view two new online training 
modules on abuse reporting and the Archdiocese’s 
updated “Code of Ethical Conduct,” and agree to the 
updated Code.  
   Please read all instructions before beginning. 
Please allow about one hour to complete all modules. 
You many log in and out at  your conveniences. 
   Go to www.preventandprotectstl.org to register. 
Enter passcode, stlprotect, when prompted. 
Contact St. Mark Parish’s Child Safety Coordinator, 
Mary Althage, at malthage@stmarkstl.com or 
314.743.8641, with any questions or for assistance. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 

St. Mark spreads the love by “chalking the walk.”  

NEXT SUNDAY! 
 

YOU MUST 
HAVE A 

RESERVED 
SPOT. 

NO WALK INS  



Tithing, your gift to God. 
 

April 19, 2020 Offering 
 

Envelopes                             $  7,812.00 

Online Giving                 1,735.00 

School Support                     180.00 

 

Priests Retirement             873.00 

Holy Land             350.00 
 
 

Please consider mailing your Sunday 
contribution to the Parish Office (4200 Ripa 
Avenue | St. Louis, MO  63125) or Online Giving 
(see below). 
 
 

Thank you for your generosity. 

 
Parishioner Benefits of Online Giving 
 No need for checks.  
 Option to remain anonymous. 
 Financial planning allows you to align your paychecks 

with your parish schedule. 
 Allow you to give you even when you are unable to 

attend parish services.  
 Earn benefits such as airline mileage or cash 

bonuses.  
 Use Online Giving in conjunction with offering 

envelopes. 
 No need to share confidential account information 

with parish staff; enter it directly into the Online Giving 
secure site. 

 
Parish Benefits of Online Giving 
 No check processing fees. 
 Increase regular giving with recurring contributions. 
 More accurate revenue forecasting. 
 Reaches a wider demographic of givers. 
 Accommodates special parish collections and 

missions. 
 Eliminates parish staff's concerns regarding security 

of sensitive data. 
 Allows staff to focus on parish ministries and 

activities. 
 
How do I sign up for Online Giving?  It's simple! 
 Go to https://www.stmarkstl.com/online-giving 
 Click on the Create New Account link, and follow the 

directions. 

Please consider 

Ladies Guild News … 
   It is with great sadness that we have decided to cancel 
our annual Communion Breakfast, but in light of the 
current health concerns we feel it is the responsible thing 
to do. It is our hope that we will reconvene in August and 
start off with a salad supper. 
   In the meantime, we would like to suggest you view the 
daily Mass on EWTN with or watch any of the live 
streaming Mass programs on your computer, and make a 
spiritual communion (see page 2). Pray the Rosary daily. 
We will get though this with God’s guidance and 
assistance. 
   Watch the bulletin for news about our August meeting. 
   Until this passes (and it will) may God bless you and 
your families on your journey. 

 
 
 
 

 
… Bob Gion, parishioner 

… those suffering from the Coronavirus 
… those suffering from Mental Illness 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Ellen Mahn, 
and those who have died from the COVID-19. 

May they, and all the faithful departed, rest in peace. 

 

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10th  

Purchase your Mom gift cards for her special day. 
To order your cards, call Alice Wilcox at 314.743.8603. 



STAY WITH US, LORD 
Walk with us, Lord, 
along the road of resurrection! 
Explain for us, so slow to believe, 
the things that Scripture says of you. 
Break the bread of the Eucharist with us 
whenever we share our lives 
 with our brothers and sisters. 
 Stay with us 
each time night approaches 
and the daylight fades in our hearts! 
 

From Come, Lord Jesus by Lucien Deiss, CSSp, © 1976, 1981, Lucien 
Deiss. Published by World Library Publications. p.168. 

 

Saint Peter speaks to us 
twice today. In the first 
reading [Acts 2:14, 22-33], we 
hear an excerpt from his 
sermon on Pentecost; in 
the second, part of his first 
letter. Once a frightened, 
uneducated fisherman 
who often said just the 
wrong thing, now Peter is 
speaking what he knows 
to be true. Everything 
Jesus had said now 
makes sense. His death 
and rising were all part of 
God’s plan, and our faith 
and hope can be centered 
on God. 

GOD’S    PLAN 

 

 

Today’s Gospel [Luke 24:13-

-5] tells the story of Jesus’ 

walk to Emmaus with two 

of the disciples. 

Frightened, sad, and 

confused, the two of them 

don’t recognize Jesus, 

who tells them what we 

heard Peter say above: 

All this had to happen as 

part of God’s plan. In the 

end, these disciples 

recognize Jesus as we are 

to recognize him—in the 

breaking of the bread.  
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

THE STRANGER 
 

   Imagine meeting a stranger, a fellow traveler, who 
butts into the conversation you’re having with your 
friend. The two disciples in today's Gospel [Luke 24:13-5] 
are heading to Emmaus, seven miles away from 
Jerusalem, heartbroken and disillusioned. It’s the day of 
Jesus’s resurrection, but no one knew it when these 
two set out on their journey, maybe going home to 
resume their pre-Jesus lives because it seemed as if 
everything was over. 
   In the middle of trying to make sense of the tragedy, 
some eavesdropping guy asks them about their 
troubles. After telling their story, the disciples are 
amazed to find this stranger able to piece together the 
fragments of the broken image of their master using 
scripture as the glue. Then it happens—at dinner they 
recognize Jesus in the breaking of the bread, just 
before he vanishes. With their hearts burning with love 
and inspiration, they run back to Jerusalem—at night—
to tell the others their new story. 
   The stranger in this story who turns out to be Jesus is 
reminiscent of the Gospel images of Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd. He seeks out his “lost sheep” who have 
strayed from the faith community, and the experience of 
the risen Lord transforms them into perhaps the very 
first evangelists, sharing their Good News with their 
friends back in Jerusalem. 
   Are we transformed by the time we leave Mass [live 
streamed on our computer or recorded on TV]? 
We should be! Our hearts should be burning within us 
from our experience of Jesus in work and sacrament. 
Yet how often life breaks our heart and clouds our 
mind! We stumble toward our own Emmaus, unaware 
that Jesus is with us. We are privileged to experience 
Jesus in word and sacrament. Yet how often life breaks 
our heart and clouds our mind! We stumble toward our 
own Emmaus, unaware that Jesus is with us. We are 
privileged to experience Jesus in every Eucharist 
through the breaking open of scripture and by the 
breaking of the bread. Like the disciples of the story, 
that transforming experience can compel us to go forth 
and tell everyone the Good News.                                  

© 2020, J.S. Paluch, Inc. 4/26/2020 



PRAYER OF BLESSING FOR OUR 

ST. MARK FAITH COMMUNITY 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of mercy, 

who through your Son gave us a 

marvelous example of charity and the 

great commandment of love for one 

another. Send down your blessings on 

the faith community of ST. MARK, who 

you have called to help the sick, elderly, 

poor, lonely and marginalized during this 

difficult time. When we are called on in 

times of need, let us faithfully serve you 

in our neighbor. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Adapted from the Book of Blessings, Order for the 

Blessing of Organizations Concerned with Public Need 

ST. MARK ROSARY CALL-IN 
 

Our St. Mark Parish Community will pray the Rosary 
each Monday and Thursday evenings. We will start 
praying at 6:45 pm, so you need to call in / join the 
group at 6:40 pm. 
 

To join in the call, here is what you need to do: 
 

• Dial 425.436.6367 to get into conference line (long 
distance) then enter access code  

228179# . 

• If you are asked to announce your name, say 
nothing and press the # button. 

• If the call doesn’t connect, please hang up and try 
again. 

• If the call still does not connect, send an 
email to stmark-svdp01@hotmail.com and 
include your telephone number. Someone will 
call you back or email you the following day. 

• We want to hear you during the Rosary so please 
do not mute your phone. 

• Please be patient as we all learn this system. 
 

The order of the prayers of the Rosary and the 
prayers may be found at  

http://www.newadvent.org/images/rosary.pdf 
 

Call St. Mark parishioner Tom Danner at 314.892.4255 
if you have questions. 

ST. MARK PARISH PRAYER CHALLENGE 
Week of April 25 to May 1, 2020 

 
We are pleased to publish the first weekly prayer of the St. Mark Parish Prayer 
Challenge, submitted by one of our 7th Grade students, Emma Anderson. Watch this 
space each week for a new prayer, submitted by adult members of our parish, our 
school and our PSR program. We will pray the selected prayer aloud just prior to all of 
that specific weekend’s Masses. 
 

A heartfelt thanks to all of you that participated! In these trying times, we can all 
certainly benefit from more prayers! 
 

Our Father who watches above to keep us safe and holy, 

give us the strength to keep moving forward through thick and thin, 

to help us to be strong members in our faith and in our parish. 

Guide us through the hard and weak days 

and give us the strength to overcome them. 

Our Father, watch over St. Mark parish family. 

Amen. 
 

Submitted by Emma Anderson, Grade 7 
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