
December 23, 2022
Dear Friends of St. Lawrence Newman Center,

At the time of my writing this, I am looking out my
window at eight inches of freshly fallen snow. While 
bitterly cold, it is quite an idyllic-looking scene around the
Twin Cities. While certainly beautiful, the Christmas season invites us,
dare I say, into much more…the awe of the stupendous extent of love
and the incomprehensible joy that is ours in the Lord Jesus’ birth. 

Perhaps St. Vincent Ferrer in his sermon on the Incarnation from the
fifteenth century communicates the breadth of this
incomprehensibleness most aptly: 

“That God, out of love of us has become man, is greater than if gold had
turned to dirt, or mud into lead. The Creator has become the creature;
the king, the servant; and the Lord, the slave; the rich man, the pauper;
the almighty, the weak; the eternal, temporal; the infinite, out of love for
us has become finite; and tiny like an ant, in humanity; the immense
one, confined to the Virgins womb; the invulnerable, vulnerable. No
mind can handle or comprehend this kindness. He does all this to help
our weakness. Behold, the divine kindness. For this reason, almost all
the prophecies speaking of this matter begin with the word, "Behold."
David says, "For behold, God is my helper, and the Lord is the protector
of my soul," (Ps 53:6).” 

To quote a few words from Bishop Eric Varden, a prelate in Norway:
“But can anyone order us to rejoice? Isn’t joy a feeling outside my
authority? I long thought so. Then I realized I was wrong. A wise nun
told me that. What the nun taught me is that my moods are conditioned
by my free agency. Often, I can do something about them. She told me a
strategy she had worked out, ‘when I stand at the church door’ she said,
‘and dip my fingers into the holy water to make the sign of the cross, I
say to myself, now I am joyful!’ She consciously left behind whatever
weighed her down or saddened her. Then she entered into the house of
God, free and attentive. I can attest that the strategy works. 

Reflection from Fr. Jake

 Saturday, Dec. 24: 4 p.m. (No 9 a.m. Mass) 
 Sunday, Dec. 25: 9 a.m. ONLY 
 Sunday, Jan. 1: 9 a.m. ONLY 
 Sunday, Jan. 8: 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.
 Sunday, Jan. 15: 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.

WHAT'S NEW?
Fr. Jake’s homilies will not be provided until further notice. We are 
having some technical issues with our recording equipment. We 
apologize for any inconvenience.

The Non-Semester Mass times are 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. This will 
remain in effect until Sunday, January 22nd.

The Non-Semester Building hours are 11 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Monday - Friday. Saturdays will be the normal Mass and 
Confession times. This will remain in effect until Tuesday, 
January 17th.

The building will be closed, Monday, December 26th, and 
Monday, January 2nd in observance of Christmas and New 
Years. We WILL NOT have Mass or Confession on December 
26th or January 2nd.

There will be NO hospitality after Mass on Sunday, December 
25th, and Sunday, January 1st as our donut supplier is closed in 
observance of the holiday weekends.

The Christmas and New Years Masses are as follows: 

Sunday, January 22nd will return to the regularly scheduled In-
semester Mass times of 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 7 p.m. There will
be no confessions following the Masses listed above.

Join us for the Winter Parish Retreat on the Holy Spirit on
Friday and Saturday, January 20th & 21st at St. Lawrence
Newman Center. The cost is $10. All parishioners are invited to
attend. Visit 
umncatholic.org/news/winter-parish-retreat-2023 to register.
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Mass 
Mon - Fri: 12:15 p.m. | Sat: 9 a.m.

Sun: 9 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Confession 
Mon - Sat after Daily Mass

Building Hours
 Mon - Fri: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Please visit umncatholic.org for more details

(612) 331-7941 | info@umncatholic.org
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https://umncatholic.org/news/winter-parish-retreat-2023


Ministries and More at
St. Lawrence Newman

 NEWS CONT...
This Advent season, we as a staff at the Newman Center are so
grateful for the generosity of so many of you this past year. We
sincerely thank you for your continued support. Please consider
making a year-end gift to the ministry to continue making
disciples of Jesus as a university Catholic church. You may give
by going to umncatholic.org/donate or call our Director of
Development, Joe Geiger at (612) 261-2811. 

Throughout the semester we have collected quite a few items that
are in our lost and found. Please visit our news section on the front
page of our website to view the items. If any of these are yours,
please come to the office to claim them. After two weeks, they
will be donated.

We would like to give the community of St. Lawrence Catholic
Church and Newman Center the opportunity to purchase
Christmas flowers in honor or in memory of loved ones. The
suggested donation is $15. Names of those honored will appear in
the bulletin on the Sunday after Christmas. Complete the form
below, fill out the form in the gathering space, or fill out the form
under the news section on the home page of our website and turn it
in to the parish office.

Archbishop Hebda’s pastoral letter on implementations of the
synod process was released on Saturday, November 19th. Please
visit www.archspm.org/synodletter/ to view the letter. 

Reflection from Fr. Jake cont..

Mass Intentions
Sun. December 25: 9 a.m.: +Martin Kroening | Mon. December 26: No Mass | Tues. December 27: Christiana Spencer | 
Wed. December 28: Judy & Paul Spencer | Thurs. December 29: Sammy Latawic  | Fri. December 30: Theresa Eckert  | 
Sat. December 31: Nicholas Olson

The Nativity of Our Lord | Dec. 25 - 31, 2022

Young Adults
Come check out the St. Lawrence Young Adult
Group. This group is targeted at those 22-32 years
old. The group meets every other Wednesday at
7:15 p.m. in the Social Hall. For more
information, please contact
youngadults@umncatholic.org

Please continue your prayers for Alan's schizophrenia
illness.
Pray for Joseph who is suffering from a condition
where any physical activity will cause him to become
sick. Doctors have not been able to diagnose his
illness. Please pray for his recovery.
For peace and God's will for Fr. Roque Fabián Brito,
Andrea Noir, Rita Valle Moreno, Sr. Deonilda, and
the rest of the sisters

 Prayer Requests

CSU
Join our email list found at 
umncatholic.org/weekly-email for the most 
up-to-date information. 

UNITE: Will not take place during Christmas break. 

For more information, contact Samuel Subler at
samuel.subler@spo.org or Katie Huetteman at
katie.huetteman@spo.org

Women's Group
The Women’s Group provides opportunities to share
experiences, wisdom, and hold fundraising events.
Email President Jacqueline Dekker Travis at Email
President Jacqueline Dekker Travis at
jdekkertr@aol.com to learn more or visit
umncatholic.org/womens-club

Victim Assistance Program: (651) 291-4475

We can call it an asceticism of joy, exercise the art of laying aside
what impedes the joy for which God has created us.” 

May the Lord summon us to an active and real joy this Christmas.
Not so much on our love for God but His great love for us that baffles
us with His humility and generosity. 

Know of my love and heartfelt prayers for you all who read this! 

In the hearts of Jesus and Mary, 
Fr. Jake

Monday Night Volleyball
Join us for Monday Night Volleyball from 
8-10 p.m. in the parish gym. If you have questions,
please call John Hagen at 612-623-0908. 

Christmas Flowers
We would like to give the community of St. Lawrence Catholic
Church and Newman Center the opportunity to purchase
Christmas flowers in honor or in memory of loved ones. The
suggested donation is $15. Names of those honored will appear
in the bulletin on the Sunday after Christmas. Complete this
form and turn it in to the parish office. 

Donor:  ________________________________________

In memory or in honor of: ________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Fr. Jake’s homilies are now posted on our website every
Tuesday, umncatholic.org/resources. 

Women's Book Club
There will be no Book Club for the month of December.
Book Club will resume in January.

Call Mary Groetsch, Administrative Assistant at
612.446.4663 if you have any questions.

Women Growing in Faith will begin again on Tuesday,
February 7th after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for the afternoon group
and 6:30 p.m. for the evening group. All are welcome to attend at
any time. This is intended to offer all women of the parish an
opportunity to grow in faith. For more information, please visit
umncatholic.org/women-growing-in-faith.
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