
December 30, 2022
Dear Friends of St. Lawrence Newman Center,

During these Christmas days, I have been spending some
quality time with a few of my siblings and a few of my many
nieces and nephews. A number of them are in that stage of life
where they are absolutely captivated by stories. They could be
running around the house screaming excitedly at various things
and all one has to do is sit down on the couch and say, “Once
upon a time…” and they all quiet down to listen. Needless to
say, Uncle Father Jake has been reading quite a few stories! 

And yet, it is not just children who are captivated by stories.
One of the topmost-listened-to podcasts is entirely made up of
people telling personal stories from their lives (The Moth).
Many people are also aware that a Minnesota-based Catholic
priest heads up one of the topmost-listened-to podcasts (Bible
in a Year), and it is simply the story of salvation history—His
Story as we like to say. 

Stories help us understand things and enter into a narrative.
They connect and persuade, and they make us feel a part of
something. During my time as an Anselm House tutor, we
would commonly say, “I cannot understand who I am until I
know whose story I am a part of.” 

“At the heart of the Christian faith lies a story, passed down
generationally and proclaimed publicly. The preaching of the
early church was, at its most basic, the proclamation of a story:
what God has done in Jesus for the sake of His world. Even in
that simple form, however, we find a longer and deeper story 

Reflection from Fr. Jake WHAT'S NEW?

Fr. Jake’s homilies will not be provided until further
notice. We are having some technical issues with our
recording equipment. We apologize for any
inconvenience.

There will be NO hospitality after Mass on Sunday,
January 1st as our donut supplier is closed in observance
of the holiday weekend.

The building will be closed on Monday, January 2nd in
observance of New Year's Day. We WILL NOT have
Mass or Confession available on this day.

The next Builders, Men’s Night, will be Wednesday,
January 11th at 7 p.m. in the Gathering Space. Men who
are grad students, young adults, and parishioners are
invited to attend.

The building will be closed on Monday, January 16th in
observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. There will
NOT be Mass or Confession available this day.

Join us for the Winter Parish Retreat on the Holy Spirit
on Friday and Saturday, January 20th & 21st at St.
Lawrence Newman Center. The cost is $10. All
parishioners are invited to attend. Visit 
umncatholic.org/news/winter-parish-retreat-2023 to
register.
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Mass 
Mon - Fri: 12:15 p.m. | Sat: 9 a.m.

Sun: 9 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Confession 
Mon - Sat after Daily Mass

Building Hours
 Mon - Fri: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Please visit umncatholic.org for more details

(612) 331-7941 | info@umncatholic.org 
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https://anselmhouse.org/
https://umncatholic.org/news/winter-parish-retreat-2023


Ministries and More at St. Lawrence Newman

 NEWS CONT...
The New Year’s and Non-Semester Mass times are as
follows: 
      -Sunday, Jan. 1: 9 a.m. ONLY 
      -Sunday, Jan. 8: 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.
      -Sunday, Jan. 15: 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday, January 22nd will return to the regularly
scheduled 
In-semester Mass times of 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 7 p.m.
There will be no confessions following the Masses listed
above.

This Christmas season, we as a staff at the Newman
Center are so grateful for the generosity of so many of
you this past year. We sincerely thank you for your
continued support. Please consider making a year-end gift
to the ministry to continue making disciples of Jesus as a
university Catholic church. You may give by going to
umncatholic.org/donate or call our Director of
Development, Joe Geiger at (612) 261-2811

Reflection from Fr. Jake cont..

Mass Intentions
Sun. January 1: 9 a.m.: For Our Parish | Mon. January 2: No Mass | Tues. January 3: Liam Jones | Wed. January 4: Greg Lunzer | 
Thurs. January 5: Blaze Spencer  | Fri. January 6: +Martin Kroening  | Sat. January 7: Lane Ternes and Mary Groetsch

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary | Jan. 1 - 7, 2023

that cannot begin with the birth of Jesus. That longer story
was what God had already been at work doing, of which
Jesus stood as the climax. It is the story of God creating the
world, calling Abram, redeeming, and establishing His
people Israel. And it is the story that was not ended at the
resurrection or ascension of Jesus but continues to this day
and will come to its end (telos) with the restoration of all
things in the exertion of Jesus’ kingly rule over His world. It
is, in short, the story of Genesis 1 through Rev 22.”

These Christmas days are full of “light and life” because
Christ has been revealed to us. He reveals that we are a part
of a much, much greater narrative than we commonly think.
As we enter this new year, I encourage us to consider how
we can be all the more active participants in His Story, no
longer living for ourselves but for Him who for our sakes
died and was raised. 

In the hearts of Jesus and Mary, 
Fr. Jake

Christmas Memorial Flowers 

In memory of 
Michael Moormann 

Donated by Alice Moormann

In memory of 
John Nam-Jae Lee Family 

Donated by Caecilia Lee

In memory of 
The Sykora-Cihak Family

John & Tillie Peterka
Donated by Rodney & Jean Sykora

In memory of 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Maxine McPherson

Donated by Mr. & Mrs. Elmer & Betty McPherson

In memory of 
Mrs. Mary Ruth Becker

Donated by Mr. Raymond Becker

In memory of 
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent & Marian Becker

Donated by Mr. Raymond Becker

In honor of
 The Denniston Family 

The Kroening Family
 The Hermann Family 

Donated by June Kroening

In memory of 
Marguerite & Rudy Lohmar 

Lillian & George Kisch 
Donated by Bob & Carole Lohmar
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