
 Thank you, God, for my family and my mom. Thank you for creating me.  
         ~Josh 

We thank you, Father, for the blessings that you have given us.  
We thank you for shelter, food, and water.  

We thank you for the adventures.  
We thank you for healthcare.  

We thank you for your Son, Jesus.  
Thank you, Father. Amen. 

           ~Harper 

Dear God, thank you for all the blessings in my life, big and small.  
Thank you for surrounding me with people who love and care about me.  

Thank you for giving me what I have.  
Thank you for my cousins and aunts and uncles and everybody.  

         ~Abryl 

We thank you, God, for all the things 
you provide us to keep us alive like  

food, water and shelter. Amen. 
     ~Katherin 

Thank you, Father, for having created us and given us to each other in the human family. 
Thank you for being with us in all our joys and sorrows,  

for your comfort in our sadness, your companionship in our loneliness.  
Thank you for yesterday, today, tomorrow and for the whole of our lives 

            ~Kaya 

Thank you, God, for everything I have.  
I am grateful for the food I have.  

I am grateful for the clothes I have.  
And I am most grateful for the family I have. 

     ~Isaac 

O, God I want to thank you for my family. They support me in every way and  
I'm thankful for that. You gave me a family that loves me, cares for me, and takes care                 
of me. God, I want you to know that I am grateful for the things that you give me and                 

the things that You will give me in the future. Amen. 
               ~Michael 

Thank you, Lord, for all of the things you have given me.  
Thank you for the family that you have given me to live with.  

Thank you for the food you have given me to eat.  
You have given me so much and I am very grateful for that. Amen 

         ~Brigid 
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Mission Statement 
Called by Baptism, nourished by the Eucharist, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to live the         
Good News of Christ through Worship, Evangelization, Service, Spiritual Formation, and Stewardship. 

Contact Us 
 

Father Jim Morris, Primary Pastor, St. Basil 

Father Fabio Garzon, Primary Pastor, St. Peter 

Deacon John Lohrstorfer 

Deacon Bill VanDril 

Andrea Aleman, Church Manager  

Cecilia Wondergem, Music & Liturgy Coordinator 

Charlie Hamlin, Facilities Manager  

Camille DeLano, School Principal 

Margie Little, DRE/Youth Faith Formation 

Geralyn Monacelli, Coordinator of R.C.I.A. 

Sylvia Verdonk, Confirmation Program 

Sister Maria Eugenia Gomez, Parish Pastoral Associate                 
for Hispanic Ministry 

St. Basil Catholic Church 

513 Monroe Blvd., South Haven, MI 49090 

Parish Office 269-637-2404 Fax 269-637-8374 

School Office 269-637-3529  

www.SaintBasilCatholicChurch.org 
 

Parish Office Closed 

This week’s bulletin sponsor is  
Kai Steele Dentistry. 

Please keep all of our advertisers in your prayers as our 
businesses and sponsors struggle during these times. 

Flowers on the Altar  

On this feast of St. Cecilia,  
patron saint of pastoral musicians, 
we honor our choir, our cantors, 

our instrumental groups, and our organist. 
Thank you for the music! 

Please pray for  
 

Richard Fleming,  
   father of Ana Fleming 
   and 

Marjorie Belokin, 
                                 mother of Rosalie Plechaty 

                         

that they may now enjoy the great blessings of eternal life. 
We pray also for their family and friends, that they find 
peace in the promises of Christ.  

The Lord is my shepherd, 

there is nothing I shall want. 

Our Generosity to God 
for the weekend of November 15 

 

Envelope Offering (29) ...................................... $3,320.00 

Electronic/Online Contributions ......................... $4,149.00 

Loose Offering  ..................................................... $533.00 

Total Collection ................................................. $8,002.00 

Offertory Giving 
All have felt the financial impact of COVID 19 in one way or 
another. Everyone’s situation is very personal to them. Our 
offertory has dropped significantly with the limitations of 
capacity for participation at Mass. 
Average weekly contribution needed to meet budget  

$11,050 

Weekly collection November 15: $8,002 

Please consider giving any amount that you are able to 
share so that we can continue the ministry of the church 

and help those in need. 
  Contributions may be mailed in or made electronically via 
the church website. If you are interested in regular              
automatic giving, please contact the office for an ACH form 
or download at https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/
parish-forms 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, November 21 

       4:00—5:00 p.m.  Confessions 

       7:00 p.m.  People of the parish (en Español) 

Sunday, November 22 

       9:00 a.m.  † Dick and Carol Averill 

 11:00 a.m. † Deceased members of the 
 Verdonk family 

Monday, November 23 

 9:00 a.m. †  Janet Morris, 1st anniversary 

Tuesday, November 24 

 9:00 a.m. †  Rosemarie Hoffman 

Wednesday, November 25 

 9:00 a.m. † Mae Steinmiller 

Thursday, November 26  

 9:00 a.m.  † Fr. John Young, 1st anniversary  

Friday, November 27    No Mass 

Saturday, November 28 

  7:00 p.m. † Genaro Alcaraz (en Español) 
Sunday, November 29 

       9:00 a.m.          † Deceased members of the   
 Haug family 

      11:00 a.m. † Larry Leckner 

Mass on Thanksgiving Day 
9:00 a.m. 

by reservation only  
Use Signup Genius  

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a45ada729a7f49-mass 

or call the parish office 
by 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 24 

 

This Mass will be livestreamed on our Facebook page. 

https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/parish-forms
https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/parish-forms
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Religious Education News 

BAA 2020—Building Strong Parishes 

Parish Goal: $101,637 

Pledges & Payments: 85,300 
  

Please prayerfully consider your gift to the appeal for this 
year and help us reach our goal. No contribution is too 
large or too small! 

More from Thomas Merton’s 
“Life and Holiness” 

from Deacon John 
 

 Merton wrote this book in the early 60s to examine a few 
basic ideas of Christian spirituality as it relates to the 
“active life.”  For Merton “one’s daily work is an all im-
portant element in the spiritual life.”  Our challenge is to 
integrate it in the “whole pattern of Christian life for order 
and peace in the world.” It must not only be productive but 
it should contribute a positive service to the society. Holi-
ness was not escaping responsibility but participation to 
live justly and productively in a community. Sanctity was 
not a matter of being less human but more human. “This 
implies a greater capacity for concern, for suffering, for 
understanding, for sympathy and also for humor, for joy, 
for appreciation of the good and the beautiful things of 
life.” Our spirituality integrated with our work and within the 
people of God, is a life of love. “Love is not just being nice 
or having nice interior disposition. The love that is essen-
tial for true Christian life involves participation in all the 
struggles, problems and aspirations of our church” and in 
our society. For over 72 years Merton’s some 60 writings 
have had a huge impact on Christians in integrating their 
spiritual life with work, family life and social justice issues 
facing our society.  

First-year candidates will meet this Sunday, 
November 22, on Zoom for a discussion of 
Lesson 4: "How do I know God is real?" 
Please watch the Lesson 4 videos at       
AscensionPress.com in advance of the    
session. Candidates should join a "meeting" 
on Sunday with Father Jim and Sylvia    
Verdonk at either 4:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. 
Invitations to Zoom sessions will be sent via 
email and text. As long as restrictions on   

in-person meetings remain in place in our Diocese, prepara-
tion sessions will be online and attendance at the Zoom 
sessions is necessary in preparation to receive the          
sacrament. Contact Sylvia with questions and/or concerns. 
 

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, no Confirmation prepara-
tion session is scheduled next Sunday, November 29. 
Wishing everyone a safe and Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

"How blessed and amazing are God's gifts, dear friends! 
Life with immortality, splendor with righteous, truth with          

confidence, faith with assurance, self-control with holiness! 
And all these things are within our comprehension." 

Pope St. Clement I 
Feast Day November 23 

The parent Zoom sessions in English are every Tuesday 
night at 7:30 via Zoom. The parent Zoom sessions in   
Spanish are every Saturday morning with Sister               
Maria. Faith formation Zoom sessions for the children begin 
at 12:30 for 1st through 3rd grade  and 1:30 for students in 
4th through 7th grade. 

No ZOOM sessions 
Saturday, November 28

th
 or Sunday November 29th  

due to the Thanksgiving Holiday.   
Sessions will resume December 5/6 

Happy Feast of St. Cecilia! 
offered by Cecilia Wondergem 

 

As a pastoral musician, the feast of                  

St. Cecilia on November 22 is a special one 

for me. I was born on her feast day in 1953, 

and began piano lessons in 1st grade with 

Sister Mary Ralph at St. Ann Catholic School 

in Menominee, Michigan. When I was in 7th 

grade Sister took me over to the church and said it was 

time for me to start playing the pipe organ. So there I was, 

feet not reaching the pedals, playing old Latin hymns at 

daily Mass. In high school I played for Sunday Mass at St. 

Joseph Church in Adrian, Michigan. After marriage and a 

couple of kids, I played for St. Bernard’s in Benton            

Harbor, then moved up here to South Haven and began 

playing the organ at St. Basil where I’ve been for nearly 

thirty years. Working with our adult choir and cantors has 

been a wonderful experience which has allowed me to 

share my love for church music with fellow musicmakers. 
 

On this feast of St. Cecilia I am reminded of the gift of           

music that I have been given, the opportunity to offer 

thanks and praise through music.  
 

Do you have a favorite church hymn or song? Has there 

been a particular hymn that has been helping you through 

these difficult times of pandemic? Listen to it or sing it this 

Sunday on the feast of the patroness saint of music. 
 

From the National Association of Pastoral Musicians                

I share this prayer by Brother Mickey McGrath with you: 

Gracious and Loving God, I thank you for the gifts of this 

day, the songs that fill my heart, and the insights and           

inspirations that feed my spirit. Help me be a faithful             

steward of the gifts you have given me so that I may bring 

healing peace to the world and make music that floats like 

a feather above the earth to the heavens above. Amen. 

Just a quick note this week to let you know 

that, as of this writing, we ARE still               

planning to have a Mass on Thanksgiving 

morning at 9:00. You will need to sign up 

for it online, or make a call to the parish 

office in advance. Registration will close 

on Tuesday at 12:00 p.m.  We think this 

will be necessary because we are still limited to 25% or 

less of the church's seating capacity and have to take 

safe distancing into account as well, especially since 

many more people will probably be staying home this 

Thanksgiving. The Mass will be live-streamed on the      

parish Facebook page for those who would like to attend 

but are not able. 
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St. Basil Catholic School 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Monday, 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

Confessions         

Monday, 2:00 p.m.    Saturday, 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday Church Bulletins for Children 
You may download one from our website, under the             
Education tab, and use it at home as we practice social 
distancing.  We will also have some on the bulletin shelves 
in the back of church. 

Daily Mass is livestreamed and available on our St. Basil 
Church website! Visit www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org 
and click on Mass times. The livestream from Word on 
Fire is on that page. The Diocese of Kalamazoo 
livestreams daily Mass on their Facebook page, and we 
have a link on our website for that Mass. 
 

And don’t forget our St. Basil Sunday Mass, livestreamed 
at 9:00 a.m. on Facebook, with music! Music for          
Sunday’s Mass is posted on our website. 

Our parish office remains closed during the 
mandated stay-at-home order for Michigan. 
You may still contact us at  269-637-2404. 
When you call the office and press our              
extensions (Andrea, Cecilia, Fr. Jim, and        

Charlie) your call will be automatically sent to our personal 
phones. If we don’t answer immediately, your call will be 
forwarded to a voicemail which we are able to retrieve from 
home. We remain available for you, just not in the office. 

Winter Coat Collection 
Our friends at St. Vincent de Paul in Bangor 
are requesting our help with a collection of 
outer winter wear for the less fortunate. Gently 
used coats, hats, mittens for children and 

adults are needed, especially men’s and children’s coats. 
There’s a deposit station in the South Lobby for you to 
drop off your items. Thank you! 

Got Socks? 
Socks are among the most needed items at   
homeless shelters, yet socks are some of the 
least donated items. Your contribution of new 

socks to the St. Basil Sock Ministry will be placed with the                
Emergency Shelter Services in  Benton Harbor. Look for 
the “Socks Box” located in the South Lobby. 

We Care I.N.C. Giving Tree 
 

It’s that time of year again when we 
come together as a parish to consider 
those less fortunate, especially when it’s 
holiday time. The Giving Tree is in the 
Connector near the parish office, and 
you are welcome to take a tag and return 

a gift, any gift that you might give one of your loved ones 
at Christmas. From toys for all ages to festive winter hats 
& gloves, from slippers to cozy throws, from sweatshirts to 
puzzles and games, any new item you care to donate will 
be appreciated. 
Bring your item to the church, unwrapped, and place it 
under the Giving Tree, knowing that you are making 
someone’s Christmas a little bit brighter in these                 
difficult times. 

Food Baskets 
While we are not asking for Food Baskets 
this year, we are placing the grocery cart 
near the Giving Tree and ask that if you are 
able to give non-perishable “Christmas            
dinner” items, they will be distributed to the 
less fortunate. Items such as canned vege-
tables and soups (think green bean casserole), stuffing 
mixes, dessert mixes, boxed  potato/rice dishes, or maybe 
even a box of chocolates will be more than welcome!  

Happy Thanksgiving! In a year such as 
this I know there are times when it is hard 
to find anything to be thankful for, but as            
I reflect on 2020, I find that I have much 
for which to be grateful. Many things have 
changed, but the faith and positive attitude 
found within our school and parish               
community brings hope for a better and 
brighter future.   
 

We have a short week ahead with the 
Thanksgiving holiday upon us. Students 
will no doubt be working on wrapping up a 
few assignments and projects, and I             
suspect the teachers will sneak in a few 
fun holiday activities as well. We'll also be 

preparing for the beginning of Advent and our Jesse Tree 
celebration. It's always fun to pull out the Christmas deco-
rations and watch the excitement build among the students 
as we approach the coming holiday.     
 

Thank you all who ordered wreaths and garlands from our 
Booster Club. If you would still like to purchase one or 
more, please call the school Monday morning and we'll get 
your order in. You can also order online at 
2020wreath.givesmart.com. These are fabulous wreaths 
and garlands provided by one of our school families.   
 

I hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving weekend.        
I won't be heading to the Lions’ game this year, so Brett 
and I will be watching it from home while enjoying our         
turkey and pie!  Please continue to stay safe and thank you 
all for your continued support! 

Our Favorite Thanksgiving Foods 
5th grade 

Chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy  ~Joshua 
Turkey  ~Josh, Harper 

Chicken  ~Abryl  
6th grade 

Mashed potatoes and gravy  ~Lessly 
Turkey  ~Kaya, Michael 

Stuffing and turkey  ~Keaton 
Stuffing and cranberry sauce  ~Isaac 

Stuffing, cranberry sauce, mashed potatoes  ~Brigid 
Chicken, mashed potatoes  ~Sophie 

http://2020wreath.givesmart.com
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The advertisements that appear in this bulletin completely defray all publishing costs which the church would                               
otherwise incur. Please patronize the sponsors of our bulletin and thank them for their kind generosity. 

In Our Collaborative 

This Week in Our Parish 
Monday, November 23 

9:00 a.m.    Mass 

10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.   Eucharistic Adoration 

Tuesday, November 24 

9:00 a.m.   Mass 

Wednesday, November 25 

9:00 a.m.   Mass 

Thursday, November 26 

9:00 a.m. Mass 

Friday, November 27 

No Mass 

Saturday, November 28 

7:00 p.m.     Mass—Español 
 

Sunday, November 29 

9:00 a.m.     Mass 

11:00 a.m.   Mass 

Scripture Readings for the Week of Nov. 22 
 

Sunday Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 King of the Universe 
 Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6;  
 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28;  
 Mt 25:31-46 
 

Monday Saint Clement I, Pope and Martyr;  
 Saint Columban, Abbot; Blessed Miguel 
 Agustín Pro, Priest and Martyr 
 Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6;  
 Lk 21:1-4 
 

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Andrew Dũng-Lạc, 
 Priest, and Companions, Martyrs 
 Rv 14:14-19; Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13;  
 Lk 21:5-11 
 

Wednesday Saint Catherine of Alexandria,  
 Virgin and Martyr 
 Rv 15:1-4; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9;  
 Lk 21:12-19 
 

Thursday Thanksgiving Day 
 Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a; Ps 100:1b-2,  
 3, 4, 5; Lk 21:20-28 
 Proper Mass in Thanksgiving to God 
 Sir 50:22-24; 1 Cor 3-9;  
 Lk 17:11-19 
 

Friday Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2;     
 Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a;  
 Lk 21:29-33 
 

Saturday Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab;   
 Lk 21:34-36 

Mass at St. Peter Parish, Douglas    Saturday 5:00 p.m.,  Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.          

Daily Mass Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 8:30 a.m.            

Mass at San Felipe, Fennville   Thursday 6:30 p.m. 

Weekend Masses 
 

Saturday and Sunday Mass attendance requires advance 
registration: https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-
up-for-mass   
 

We are grateful to the volunteers who have offered to 
check-in our Mass participants, usher, and clean the 
church after each Mass.  
 

Please contact Andrea at the parish office if you can help, 
269-637-2404, ext. 1102.  

https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-up-for-mass
https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-up-for-mass

