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Mission Statement 
Called by Baptism, nourished by the Eucharist, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to live the         
Good News of Christ through Worship, Evangelization, Service, Spiritual Formation, and Stewardship. 

Contact Us 
 

Father Jim Morris, Primary Pastor, St. Basil 

Father Fabio Garzon, Primary Pastor, St. Peter 

Deacon John Lohrstorfer 

Deacon Bill VanDril 

Andrea Aleman, Church Manager  

Cecilia Wondergem, Music & Liturgy Coordinator 

Charlie Hamlin, Facilities Manager  

Camille DeLano, School Principal 

Margie Little, DRE/Youth Faith Formation 

Geralyn Monacelli, Coordinator of R.C.I.A. 

Sylvia Verdonk, Confirmation Program 

Sister Maria Eugenia Gomez, Parish Pastoral Associate                 
for Hispanic Ministry 

St. Basil Catholic Church 

513 Monroe Blvd., South Haven, MI 49090 

Parish Office 269-637-2404 Fax 269-637-8374 

School Office 269-637-3529  

www.SaintBasilCatholicChurch.org 
 

Parish Office Closed 

This week’s bulletin sponsor is  
Walt Sicard Car Company. 

Please keep all of our advertisers in your prayers as our 
businesses and sponsors struggle during these times. 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo has and will continue to cooper-
ate with the Michigan Attorney General’s investigation and 
encourages anyone with information related to misconduct 
to call the reporting number set-up by the Michigan           
Attorney General’s office at: 844.324.3374 
 

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Ser-
vice (CBAR) has been established to receive reports of 
sexual abuse and related misconduct by bishops and to 
relay those reports to proper Church authorities for                 
investigation. To make a report, visit ReportBishopA-
buse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When a report includes 
a crime, such as the sexual abuse of a minor, it will also be 
reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports will be kept 
confidential. 

Please pray for  
 

Margaret “Peg” Schultz 
 

and for 
 

Shirley Hill, 
                              mother of Holly Daggett 

       

that they may now enjoy the great blessings of eternal life. 
We pray also for their families and friends, that they find 
peace in the promises of Christ.  

Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

Our Generosity to God 
for the weekend of December 13 

 

Envelope Offering (46)...................................... $8,390.00 

Loose Offering  ................................................... $650..00 

Total Collection ................................................. $9,040.00 

Note: ACH/online giving total was not available at time of 

publishing the bulletin. 

Offertory Giving 
We have all felt the financial impact of COVID 19 in one 
way or another. Our offertory has dropped significantly with 
the limitations of capacity for participation at Mass.  
Average weekly contribution needed to meet budget  

$11,050 

Weekly collection December 13: $9,040 

Please consider giving any amount that you are able to 

share so that we can continue the ministry of the church 

and help those in need. 

Our parish received a PPP (Payroll Protection Program) 
loan in April which helped our cash flow for several months 
this year. Giving levels are approximately 30% lower than 
prior years, and the difference will be funded from sav-
ings. More detailed announcements about our current fi-
nances will be coming after the first of the year. 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, December 19 

       4:00—5:00 p.m.  Confessions 

       7:00 p.m.  People of the parish (en Español) 

Sunday, December 20 

       9:00 a.m.  † Mary Alice Janicki 

 11:00 a.m. † Mae Steinmiller 

Monday, December 21 

 9:00 a.m. Intention of Marie Mielke 

Tuesday, December 22 

 9:00 a.m. †  Ronald Budzyn 

Wednesday, December 23    No Mass 

Thursday, December 24  

 4:00 p.m.   People of the parish 

 6:00 p.m.  People of the parish 

 10:00 p.m.  People of the parish 

Friday, December 25 

 9:00 a.m. People of the parish 

 12:30 p.m. People of the parish (en Español) 

Saturday, December 26 

  7:00 p.m. Evelyn Nower (en Español) 
 

Sunday, December 27 

       9:00 a.m.          †  Dick and Carol Averill 

      11:00 a.m. †  Lois Verdonk 

https://ReportBishopAbuse.org
https://ReportBishopAbuse.org
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Religious Education News 

Did You Know… 
You can “like” St. Basil Catholic Church on Facebook and 
keep in touch on a daily basis. We post the daily Scripture 
readings, birthdays, anniversaries, and special events that 
are happening in our parish. 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Monday, 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

Confessions         

Monday, 2:00 p.m.    Saturday, 4:00 p.m. 

BAA 2020—Building Strong Parishes 

Parish Goal: $101,637 

Pledges & Payments: $88,350 

 Can you help us reach our goal by year end? Any funds 
that are donated now will come back to the parish to help 
pay the cost of tuckpointing the exterior of the bell tower 
and the main church building. Pledges are payable through 
March 2021 and can be made with envelopes available in 
the church Connector, by visiting the diocesan giving            
website https://diokzoo.org/give or on our parish website                  
https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/giving and then 
direct your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  
Your generosity to help our parish stay strong in these      
unprecedented times is truly doing the work of God! 

Second-year Confirmation candi-
dates will meet with Father Jim and  
Sylvia Verdonk this Sunday,              
December 20 on Zoom, at either 
4:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m., to complete 

our Lesson 13 discussions, "What does the Holy Spirit do 
for me?" Plan now to attend one of these sessions. 
 

Because restrictions on in-person meetings remain in place, 
Zoom sessions for Confirmation preparation will continue 
into the new year. It is VERY important that all students reg-
istered in the St. Basil Confirmation preparation program 
prepare ahead of time and "attend" the scheduled Zoom 
sessions. Parents and sponsors, please help your child/
candidate by supporting him or her on this journey, urging 
him/her to actively participate in preparing for and participat-
ing in the Zoom sessions, and by sharing your own faith 
journey through dialogue and experiences. Father Jim, Sr. 
Maria Eugenia, and Sylvia Verdonk are available to help in 
your efforts. Please reach out to them if you have any ques-
tions or concerns. We are all part of the family of God; as a 
community, we must support our youth on their journeys to 
reception of this final Sacrament of Initiation. 
 

"The feast of Christmas has been chosen as the special 
feast for our Community world wide. In your hearts make it 
a feast for the whole year round! May it stamp your soul 
with that joy and hope that shines brightly from the little star 
that lit the night of Christmas."  
     ~Little Sister Magdeleine of Jesus 
 

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas  
filled with the love and light of our Savior Incarnate,  

the tiny baby in the manger! 

Wow! It's the fourth Sunday of Advent         
already! At least it seems like "already" to 
me since I'm writing this just a little after the 
second Sunday of Advent! During these 
COVID times the bulletin deadline is even 
earlier than usual! 
 

But we make our final preparations for our last-ever 
COVID Christmas. At least it ought to be our last! It's   
likely to be different for us all this year. I usually gather at 
least the more local part of my family at my place in         
Kalamazoo, the house where my brothers and sisters 
and I grew up together. I lament that our house is going 
to be a lot more empty this Christmas. As I write this             
I don't know how we will celebrate Christmas together, 
but I'm sure we will find something. 
 

We could mope around this year, sad that things can't be 
the way we are accustomed to them being, but that 
wouldn't be in keeping with the spirit of the season. Jesus 
came to rid the world of Satan's darkness, to destroy the 
ancient curse that prevents our lives from being what 
they could be, what they were meant to be. It's               
mysterious, but the life, death, and Resurrection of the 
Child of Mary has already done what is necessary to rid 
the world of evil, yet the results have not yet been made 
manifest. He will bring the fullness of our salvation when 
he comes again! 
 

Meanwhile, as his Church, we are to bring the glad           
tidings of our redemption to the world. There may be a lot 
of sad people out there this Christmas but reach out to 
the ones you know. You don't have to preach to them 
explicitly; let your caring presence be a sign of the love 
God made present through the Incarnation of His Son. 
                  Fr. Jim 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Reservations for the Masses at St. Basil are required. 
Please use Signup Genius, via the link on our website: 
https://saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-up-for-mass or call 
the parish office, 269-637-2404. 

 
 

Christmas Eve        Thursday, December 24 
St. Basil Church 

4:00 p.m.      6:00 p.m.      10:00 p.m.  
 

St. Peter in Douglas 
4:00 p.m.      6:00 p.m.      9:00 p.m.  

 

San Felipe in Fennville 
6:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day    Friday, December 25 
St. Basil Church 

9:00 a.m.      12:30 p.m. (in Spanish) 
 

St. Peter in Douglas 
9:00 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 

 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

St. Basil Church 
 

Thursday, December 31   5:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, January 1   9:00 a.m. 
 

St. Peter in Douglas 
Friday, January 1    10:00 a.m.  

 

https://diokzoo.org/give
https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/giving
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2020 Church Contributions 
In order to receive credit on your church contribution 

statement for 2020, any donations must be in the church 

office OR collection basket by December 31
st

 in order to   

be posted for 2020. Contributions received after 

December 31 will be posted for 2021. 

Diocesan Heating Assistance Program 
 

Do you know someone who needs heating assistance? 
Anyone in need can access up to $300 of heating               
assistance. Contact Catholic Charities, 269-381-9800,           
to learn more. 
 

If you can help by contributing to the fund, green              
envelopes are on the bulletin shelves. Please give   
generously and help our brothers and sisters in need stay 
warm this winter. All funds serve southwest Michigan. 

St. Basil Catholic School 

Our parish office remains closed. You may 
still contact us at 269-637-2404. Your call 
will be automatically sent to our personal 
phones. If we don’t answer immediately, 
your call will be forwarded to a voicemail 

which we are able to retrieve from home. We remain avail-
able for you, just not in the office. 

Thomas Merton’s 
“Thoughts in Solitude” 

from Deacon John 
 

On this fourth Sunday of Advent we  reflect on our conver-
sion of our self to God. Merton continues with his insights 
on prayer: “There is no such thing as prayer in which 
‘nothing is done’ or ‘nothing happens,’ although there may 
well be a prayer in which nothing is perceived or felt or 
thought. All real interior prayer, no matter how simple that 
may be, requires the conversion of our whole self to 
God.” This is an ongoing process, but if we are not            
actively involved in this conversion then the depth of our 
prayer will be lacking. Because if we haven’t focused our 
self in God‘s direction “we will end up inevitably by con-
templating ourselves and plunge into an abyss of warm 
darkness of our own sensible nature.”  

As we conclude this Advent season may we find ourselves 
asking the Holy Spirit to help us in our complete conver-
sion to God. 

Winter Coat Collection 
Our friends at St. Vincent de Paul in Bangor are requesting 
our help with a collection of outer winter wear for the less 
fortunate. Gently used coats, hats, mittens for children and 
adults are needed, especially men’s and children’s coats. 
There’s a deposit station in the South Lobby for you to drop 
off your items. Thank you! 

Got Socks? 
Right now there is a great need for women’s 
and children’s socks. Thank you so very much 
for your continued support of this worthy cause. 

Your contribution of new socks to the St. Basil Sock Minis-
try will be placed with the Emergency Shelter Services in 
Benton Harbor. Look for the “Socks Box” located in the 
South Lobby. 

November Students of the Month 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Tuesday, December 29 

St. Basil Church 
sponsored by our Knights of Columbus 

                     12:00-5:45 p.m. 
Accepting appointments online at redcrossblood.org 

As I write this, we are down to one week left before our 
little school goes on Christmas break. It has certainly been 
a fun stretch between Thanksgiving and Christmas with 
our students. While the learning continues, we still enjoy 
watching them look for Bob the Elf, praying with                 
them  during Adoration and our daily Jesse Tree                
observance, and being entertained by their shrieks of joy 
as they  discover their candy-filled shoes thanks to                           
St. Nicholas.  

This week will bring Christmas parties, some academic 
Christmas activities, and our Ugly Christmas Sweater day. 
We feel that it is important to maintain a certain amount of 
"normal" for our students during a very uncertain time.   
 

Not to be outdone, the staff and I maintained our own bit 
of "normal" with our annual Secret Santa. It's always fun, 
and sometimes a good laugh, to see what everyone           
receives throughout the week. It truly is a wonderful time 
of the year! 
 

I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas!  It will be a 
quieter one for me as family members will not be traveling 
this year. Zoom to the rescue, right? While I will certainly 
miss seeing my family, I can honestly say I am not           
missing the hustle and bustle that typically accompanies 
the season. The year has been plenty busy and I am look-
ing forward to a quiet Christmas break. 
 

Christmas blessings to you all!      
     Camille DeLano, Principal 
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The advertisements that appear in this bulletin completely defray all publishing costs which the church would                               
otherwise incur. Please patronize the sponsors of our bulletin and thank them for their kind generosity. 

In Our Collaborative 

This Week in Our Parish 
Monday, December 21 

9:00 a.m.    Mass 

10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.   Eucharistic Adoration 

Tuesday, December 22 

9:00 a.m.   Mass  

Wednesday, December 23     No Mass 

Thursday, December 24  

4:00 p.m.   Mass 

6:00 p.m.    Mass 

10:00 p.m.    Mass 

Friday, December 25 

9:00 a.m.   Mass 

12:30 p.m.    Mass—Español 

Saturday, December 26 

7:00 p.m.     Mass—Español 
 

Sunday, December 27 

9:00 a.m.     Mass 

11:00 a.m.   Mass 

Scripture Readings for the Week of Dec. 20 
 

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;   
 Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29; Rom 16:25-27; 
 Lk 1:26-38 
 

Monday Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor 
 of the Church 
 Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;    
 Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21;    
  Lk 1:39-45 
 

Tuesday 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; 
 Lk 1:46-56 
 

Wednesday Saint John of Kanty, Priest 
 Mal 3:1-4, 23-24;      
 Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14; 
 Lk 1:57-66 
 

Thursday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;   
 Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29;    
 Lk 1:67-79 
 Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; 
 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;     
 Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25 
 

Friday Feast of the Nativity of the Lord 
 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6;  
 Heb 1:1-6;  
 Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 
 

Saturday Feast of Saint Stephen, First Martyr 
 Acts 6:8-10, Acts 7:54-59;    
 Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and  
 8ab, 16bc and 17;     
 Mt 10:17-22 

Mass at St. Peter Parish, Douglas    Saturday 5:00 p.m.,  Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.          

Daily Mass Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 8:30 a.m.            

Mass at San Felipe, Fennville   Thursday 6:30 p.m. 

Weekend Masses 
 

Saturday and Sunday Mass attendance requires advance 
registration: https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-
up-for-mass   
We are grateful to the volunteers who have offered to 
check-in our Mass participants, usher, and clean the 
church after each Mass.  
Please contact Andrea at the parish office if you can help, 
269-637-2404, ext. 1102.  

https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-up-for-mass
https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-up-for-mass

