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Mission Statement 
Called by Baptism, nourished by the Eucharist, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to live the         
Good News of Christ through Worship, Evangelization, Service, Spiritual Formation, and Stewardship. 

Contact Us 
 

Father Jim Morris, Primary Pastor, St. Basil 

Father Fabio Garzon, Primary Pastor, St. Peter 

Deacon John Lohrstorfer 

Deacon Bill VanDril 

Andrea Aleman, Church Manager  

Cecilia Wondergem, Music & Liturgy Coordinator 

Charlie Hamlin, Facilities Manager  

Camille DeLano, School Principal 

Margie Little, DRE/Youth Faith Formation 

Geralyn Monacelli, Coordinator of R.C.I.A. 

Sylvia Verdonk, Confirmation Program 

Sister Maria Eugenia Gomez, Parish Pastoral Associate                 
for Hispanic Ministry 

 

St. Basil Catholic Church 
513 Monroe Blvd., South Haven, MI 49090 

 

Parish Office 269-637-2404 Fax 269-637-8374 

School Office 269-637-3529  
 

Parish Office Closed 
For information on our many services, groups, and 

committees, please visit our website at 
www.SaintBasilCatholicChurch.org or  

follow us on Facebook. 

This week’s bulletin sponsor is  
McIntosh Cellars. 

Please keep all of our advertisers in your prayers as our 
businesses and sponsors struggle during these times. 

Our parish office remains closed. You may still 
contact us at 269-637-2404. Your call will be 
automatically sent to our personal phones. If we 
don’t answer immediately, your call will be             

forwarded to a voicemail which we are able to retrieve from 
home. We remain available for you, just not in the office. 
Just about everything you need from us can be handled via 
phone and email. 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, February 27 

       4:00—5:00 p.m.  Confessions 

       7:00 p.m.  People of the parish (en Español) 

Sunday, February 28 

       9:00 a.m.  † Dick and Carol Averill 

 11:00 a.m. † Mamie Steinmiller 

Monday, March 1 

 9:00 a.m. Intention of John Gazi 

Tuesday, March 2 

 9:00 a.m.  Intention of Karly and Trenton Sullivan 

Wednesday, March 3 

 9:00 a.m. † Aniceto “Jr.” Martinez,   
 1st anniversary 

Thursday, March 4  No Mass 

Friday, March 5 

 5:00 p.m. † Helen Michnick 

Saturday, March 6 

  7:00 p.m. People of the parish (en Español) 

Sunday, March 7 

       9:00 a.m.          † Gerald Sherman 

      11:00 a.m. † Autumn Jackson, 18th anniversary 

Offertory Giving 
All have felt the financial impact of COVID 19 in one way or 
another. Everyone’s situation is very personal to them. Our 
offertory has dropped significantly with the limitations of 
capacity for participation at Mass. 
Average weekly contribution needed to meet budget  

$11,050 

Offering for February 21 weekend: $10.804.01 

Please consider giving any amount that you are able to 
share so that we can continue the ministry of the                
church and help those in need.  Contributions may be 
mailed in or made electronically via the church website. If 
you are interested in regular automatic giving, please con-
tact the office for an ACH form or download at https://
www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/parish-forms 

Mass Reservation Reminders 
 

Just a reminder, when you use SignUp Genius to make a 
reservation to attend weekend Mass, please be sure to 
include the number of people in your group AND list the 
names of all who will be attending Mass.  
 

You may place your information on the Priority List for the 
following weekend only if there is not enough space for 
you and your family at the current weekend Masses. 
 

Reservations via SignUp Genius are not required for 
weekday Masses. 

Our Generosity to God 
for the weekend of February 21 

 

Envelope Offering (40) ...................................... $9,389.00 

Electronic/Online Contributions ............................ $993.00 

Loose Offering  ..................................................... $422.01 

Total Collection................................................ $10,804.01 

Join Our School Family! 
We are currently enrolling Preschool and Kindergarten 
aged children of school families and St. Basil church             
families for Fall 2021. Please contact the school for more 
information:minniesalgado@saintbasilcatholic.com, or ca-
milledelano@saintbasilcatholic.com, or call the school      
office, 269-637-3529. We would love to have you join 
us. Come be a Basil Bear! 

https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/parish-forms
https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/parish-forms
mailto:minniesalgado@saintbasilcatholic.com
mailto:camilledelano@saintbasilcatholic.com
mailto:camilledelano@saintbasilcatholic.com
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Religious Education News 

In Our Diocese 

March Confirmation Sessions 
 

March 7  
Zoom session for first-year candidates 

at 4:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. 
Lesson 8 - The Power and Purpose of the Sacraments 

 

March 14  
Virtual NET Confirmation retreat from 12:30 - 4:00 p.m. 

for all Confirmation candidates 
 

March 21  
Zoom session for all candidates at 4:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. 

Lesson 10  - "Why tell my sins to a priest?"  
(The Healing Power of Confession) 

 

No Confirmation sessions will be held on  
Palm Sunday, March 28, or Easter Sunday, April 4. 

 

"If we wish to serve God and love our neighbor well,  
we must manifest our joy in the service we render  

to Him and them. Let us open wide our hearts.  
It is joy which invites us.  

Press forward and fear nothing." 
      ~ St. Katharine Drexel, feast day March 3 

Prayer. Fasting. Almsgiving. The three         
hallmarks of our Lenten practices. As a          
former teacher I can ask, now that we're 
about a week and a half into Lent, how would 
you grade yourself in each of the three? 
 

I almost decided to delete that last sentence. 
After all, Lenten practices are not about  

competition or winning a reward. They are not things for 
which we have to keep score. In the Gospel passage that 
always opens the Lenten season, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18, 
Jesus says in no uncertain terms, not to do any of those 
things in order to be seen doing them. It's not about us   
looking good to the rest of the world. 
 

But there is a helpful analogy that is suggested by the idea 
of "grading" our Lenten practices. As a teacher I always 
thought we did a grave disservice to our young people by 
making school all about grades. School is supposed to be 
about education. I used to shock my students (and their       
parents) by saying such things as "Don't try to get good 
grades!" I'd follow that up with, "Try to learn as much as you 
can and the grades will take care of themselves." 
 

Something similar goes on with our Lenten practices. It's not 
a matter of racking up points with God, as if scoring well in 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving would earn me a higher place 
in Heaven; it's a matter of striving to be in communion with 
God (prayer), performing acts of penitence to strengthen our 
resolve to turn away from sin (fasting), and growing in love 
for the people God loves -- which is all of them (almsgiving). 
Do those things and a LOT of other things take care of 
themselves. 
 

So, with that background, how WOULD you grade yourself 
in each of the three? 
       Fr. Jim 

 Virtual Soup Luncheon 
A St. Basil fundraiser for  

We Care I.N.C. Warm Your Heart 
 

This is the final weekend to make a donation of soups, or 
drop off a monetary contribution.  
 

1) Bring a can (or more) of soup to the South Lobby and 
place it in the green grocery cart. 

2) Donate cash or check (checks should be made out to 
We Care I.N.C.) and drop it off in the soup tureen at the 
check-in table when you come to Mass on Sunday or 
during the week. 

3) Take a special envelope from the bulletin shelves, and 
drop off your donation at the parish office during the 
day; slide it through the window or under the door. 

 

Thank you for your support and generosity! 

Better Meals in Madagascar 
 

In Madagascar, half of all children are 
undernourished. That means 50% of 
kids won’t grow to reach their full poten-

tial. But communities are changing this by focusing on im-
proving health and nutrition. What role has food played in 
your life? How can you help those who lack access to 
enough nutritious food? Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 
You make pick up your Rice Bowl on the table in the 
South Lobby any time the church is open. 

Donations For El Sitio, El Salvador 
We will continue to accept donations to help improve the 
health, education, and economic stability of this communi-
ty. Simply put “El Sitio” on the memo line of your check 
and drop it off at the parish office, sliding it under the door 
or through the office window. If you have any questions 
please contact Bobbie Otto at 269-313-1761. 

The Stations of the Cross are a Lenten Tradition in our 
Catholic Faith. It is a devotional prayer following Jesus on 
his journey from being condemned to death to his burial in 
the tomb. This is an especially moving devotion as we 
meditate on the suffering Christ endured for our sin and 
the sin of the whole world. 
If you are unable to go to church for the Stations of the 
Cross, there are many links to make a virtual Stations of 
the Cross. There is a link on our website that Fr. Bob          
created last year called “The Way of the Cross”.   
 

There are no Faith Formation classes on February 27/28. 

Diocesan priests live independently during their retire-
ment, and they use their pension for basic needs, such as 
food, housing and transportation. Please give generously 
to next weekend’s special collection to ensure adequate 
retirement and health coverage will be available for our 
priests in retirement. Special envelopes are located on the 
bulletin shelves for your convenience. 

Our Knights of Columbus are sad to                  
announce that there will be NO FISH FRY 
during Lent this year. It’s just impossible to do 
with all the COVID-19 restrictions and limita-

tions. We hope to be back next year! 
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Prayer Request Daily Chain 
If you wish to add a loved one please contact Ray Llorens at 
637-1418 or email at RlloreJ@aol.com. The chain appears in 
the bulletin on the first weekend of the month.  

St. Basil Catholic School  A Good Lenten Read 
As a follow-up to last week’s reflection on 
each one of us being the “Beloved of 
God,” Nouwen points out that the great 
temptation is to deny this realization. 
“The greatest trap in life is not success, 
popularity, or power, but self rejection, 
doubting who we truly are.” 
“Self-rejection is the greatest enemy of 
the spiritual life because it contradicts the 

sacred voice that declares we are loved. Being the          
Beloved expresses the core truth of our existence.” 
The soft, gentle voice of God that calls me the “Beloved” 
can “come to a person in many ways: parents, friends, 
teachers, students and even strangers who cross our 
paths can sound that voice in many different tones.”  
This Lent may we be attentive to hear God’s voice in the 
midst of all the noise around us. 

Blessings to all at St Basil from            
Deacon Bill! High time to let you 
know that your senior deacon and his 
wife are still alive and well. Still living, 
spending our days with our hobbies, 
puzzles and lots of reading and doing 

the home chores of cooking and cleaning. On Sundays 
we are virtually attending Mass, a real blessing; the sound 
quality now is very good. 
 

But finally, some good news has happened! Carolina and 
I have received our first Covid-19 vaccine and will be  
getting our booster shot early next month! With that, I am 
hoping and praying that about the middle of March we 
may be ending our confinement and reappear at St Basil. 
I can hardly wait; patience is truly a virtue, but hard to   
exercise. For the near future, even after having been          
vaccinated, we must still heed the protocols of wearing a 
mask and social distancing. We were privileged to receive 
the vaccine before most of you for reason of age. There is 
some advantage of being old. Also one more reason to 
thank God for being in good health at this time. What will 
the future bring? How soon will we all be living again with 
some normalcy?   
 

Perhaps we could reflect on this season of Lent by            
making it relevant to this time of illness and suffering for 
so many. However, it will also end in resurrection, better 
times, like Lent is culminating in Easter, the Resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus, which is his promise of our resurrection 
at the end of time. Could we in some way see the hard-
ships of this pandemic as a Lenten period, preparing us 
for our future resurrection? Lent, a time to share and give 
from our resources and blessings to those in need, lead-
ing to a future of mercy love peace and grace, God's 
Kingdom. A time to see the image of the human Jesus in 
the pains and sufferings of our neighbor. Also a joyful 
time to be thankful for the grace of so many blessings 
God has bestowed on us. 
May all of you have a blessed, joyful, and graceful Lent. 
     Hopefully we will see you next month, 
        Deacon Bill   

Even with a snow day and a half day last week, it's been a 
busy one around our building, and our big focus lately has 
been math. The K-4 teachers and I have been conducting a 
book study since January involving number sense. Our goal 
is to strengthen our math program in the early grades, in 
particular in the area of number sense. Number sense is the 
ability to relate, understand, and connect numbers. We want 
students to become more proficient in taking apart and         
putting numbers back together in different ways, be able to 
do mental math, and be more confident in understanding         
number relationships and real world connections. 

 

In Kindergarten, Ms. Borja has been  
using "dot" cards to help students             
visualize amounts without having to 
count each individual dot. Students 
begin to see the dots in different           
groupings and use this knowledge to 
quickly compute totals. Think of rolling 
dice and being able to quickly figure out 
how many you rolled based on the way 
the dots are arranged on the dice. 
 

Mrs. Prong starts each day with a "Number of the Day"          
activity. Students practice "showing" that number in            
various ways, such as in tens and ones, tally marks, 
etc. Understanding that numbers can be represented in 
multiple ways is a skill that helps with place value, fractions, 
and other topics down the line. 
 

Speaking of fractions, our 3rd grade 
students were introduced to this new 
topic this week. Ms. Willenborg used a 
variety of activities to show different 
fractions, discuss  fraction vocabulary, 
and relate the idea to familiar items 
such as pizza and pie (which definitely 
got the attention of the students!). She 
even had them playing "Fraction  
Twister"; it’s a good thing young kids 
are flexible! 
 

All of this builds as students move 
through the grades and into middle 
school, where 6-7-8th graders are 
working on various aspects of expressions, equations,          
and inequalities. Being able to compute mentally, see           
patterns and connections, and have confidence when          
computing with decimals and fractions makes algebra          
easier to work with and understand. And, as I've told them, 
fractions are not going away so you might as well make 
your peace with them!.   
 

Working with all of our teachers on strengthening math skills 
in our building has been very rewarding. Our discussions 
have prompted a better understanding of our students' 
thinking and ways to change our teaching to better prepare 
them for future topics and skills needed in today's 
world. Being a bit of a math geek, I've rather enjoyed   
watching students in the different classrooms work with 
numbers and seeing the occasional "light bulb" click on;   
you can just see the understanding in their faces. As a 
teacher, there is nothing better. 
 

Thank you for your continued support, and have a wonder-
ful weekend!  
     Camille DeLano, Principal 
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The advertisements that appear in this bulletin completely defray all publishing costs which the church would                               
otherwise incur. Please patronize the sponsors of our bulletin and thank them for their kind generosity. 

In Our Collaborative 

This Week in Our Parish 
Monday, March 1 

9:00 a.m.    Mass 

Tuesday, March 2 

9:00 a.m.   Mass  

Wednesday, March 3 

9:00 a.m.    Mass 

Thursday, March 4 

No Mass 

Friday, March 5 

5:00 p.m.   Mass 

Saturday, March 6 

7:00 p.m.     Mass—Español 
 

Sunday, March 7 

9:00 a.m.     Mass 

11:00 a.m.   Mass 

Scripture Readings for the Week of Feb. 28 
 

Sunday Second Sunday of Lent 
 Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18;    
 Ps 116:10, 15,16-17, 18-19;   
 Rom 8:31b-34;      
 Mk 9:2-10 
  

Monday Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13;   
 Lk 6:36-38 
 

Tuesday Is 1:10, 16-20;      
 Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23; 
 Mt 23:1-12 
 

Wednesday Saint Katharine Drexel, Virgin 
 Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16;  
 Mt 20:17-28 
 

Thursday Saint Casimir 
 Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6;  
 Lk 16:19-31 
 

Friday Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a;    
 Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21;   
 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
 

Saturday Mi 7:14-15, 18-20;     
 Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10,  11-12;   
 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Mass at St. Peter Parish, Douglas    Saturday 5:00 p.m.,  Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.          

Daily Mass Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 8:30 a.m.            

Mass at San Felipe, Fennville   Thursday 6:30 p.m. 

I will walk before the Lord 

in the land of the living 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday and Sunday Mass attendance requires advance 
registration: https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-
up-for-mass  We are grateful to the volunteers who have 
offered to check-in our Mass participants, usher, and clean 
the church after each Mass. Please contact Andrea at the 
parish office if you can help, 269-637-2404, ext. 1102.  

https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-up-for-mass
https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-up-for-mass

