


Mission Statement 
Called by Baptism, nourished by the Eucharist,  

and inspired by the Holy Spirit, our mission is 
to live the Good News of Christ through 
Worship, Evangelization, Service, Spiritual 
Formation, and Stewardship. 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, December 18 

 5:00 p.m. † John Stewart 

 7:00 p.m. People of the parish 

                            (en Espanol) 

Sunday, December 19 

 9:00 a.m. † Marge Callan 

       11:00 a.m. † Kyle Shinske 

Monday, December 20 

 9:00 a.m. † Maxine Zolen 

Tuesday, December 21 

 9:00 a.m.  † Evelyn Nower 

Wednesday, December 22 

 9:00 a.m. † Ron Budzyn 

Thursday, December 23 No Mass 

Friday, December 24 

 4:00 p.m.      People of the parish 

 6:00 p.m.      People of the parish 

        10:00 p.m.     People of the parish 

Saturday, December 25 

 9:00 a.m.     People of the parish 

Sunday, December  26 

 9:00 a.m. † Kyle Shinske 

       11:00 a.m. † Aaron Umbanhowar 

Next Saturday is Christmas day and I take this 
opportunity to pray that you all have a Blessed and 
Merry Christmas! 
 

I'm really bad at sending Christmas Cards. I enjoy 
getting them, and read every one, but never send out 
my own -- even for family! I do, however, put together a 
Christmas Website for my family every year which 
includes, among other things, a Trivia Game. Here are a 

couple of things I've learned about Christmas while researching trivia questions 
for my family: 
 

Although no one knows what Jesus' birth date really is, our celebration on 
December 25th is significant because it is shortly after the Winter Solstice. 
That's when the days begin to get longer again in the Northern Hemisphere. It 
was the Emperor Constantine who chose the actual date in 336 AD. Some 
speculate that he chose it to undermine pagan celebrations already taking place 
at that time of year, and I can certainly see a connection, but I don't think we 
have to ascribe sinister motives to it. He simply took a celebration of the 
coming of the light as the time to celebrate the coming of Jesus, the true Light 
of the World! 
 

Now, I've known that kind of thing for a long time. What's new to me this year 
is some of the history of the secular celebration of Christmas. In the early 19th 
century, Christmas was often celebrated in a rather raucous manner. I don't 
know but I'm wondering if carolers were something like Trick-or-Treaters with 
the emphasis on the Trick part! That would make sense of those strange verses 
of "We Wish You a Merry Christmas": Bring us some figgy pudding... We won't 
go until we get some... So bring it right here! Rather a pushy group of carolers 
wouldn't you say? 
 

The revelry was getting out of hand, even violent in some places, and some 
people wanted to change the way Christmas was celebrated. Heartwarming 
tales from Washington Irving (The Sketchbook of Geoffrey Crayon, gent.) and 
Charles Dickens (A Christmas Carol) began to change the way people thought 
about Christmas. In America, people looked to recent immigrants from the 
Catholic and Episcopal churches and unearthed some of the old traditions. 
Those, and other influences, led to the celebration of Christmas as a family time 
of peace and joy. I wonder if our association of Christmas with horse and buggy 
days has something to do with this time when the secular celebration was being 
reinvented. 
 

As Christians, however, we look to Christmas as the celebration of God loving us 
so much that he became one of us. Everyone we meet is someone God loves 
that much! 
 

"God bless us everyone!"  

Fr. Jim 

2 St. Basil Catholic Church  •  South Haven, Michigan 

Please pray for 
Paul William Staley, 
father of Paula Marcoux, 
that he may now enjoy the 
great blessings of eternal life. 
We pray also for his family 

and friends, that they find peace in the 
promises of Christ. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
December 24 

4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

10:00 p.m.    Music and readings begin at 9:45 p.m. 
 

December 25 

9:00 a.m. 

12:30 p.m.  En Español 
 

Mass reservations for social distance seating may be made on SignUp Genius. 

Confession  
Monday, December 20   

2:00-3:00 p.m.     5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 21         

2:00-3:00 p.m.     5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 22   

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, December 23  

5:30-6:30 p.m. 



Scripture Readings 
For the Week of December 19 
 

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Heb 10:5-10;  
                             Lk 1:39-45 
 

Monday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6;  
                             Lk 1:26-38 
 

Tuesday Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the 
 Church 
 Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21;                        
                             Lk 1:39-45 
 

Wednesday 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; 
 Lk 1:46-56 
 

Thursday Saint John of Kanty, Priest 
 Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14;  
 Lk 1:57-66 
 

Friday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29; 
                             Lk 1:67-79 
 Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; 
 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;  
                             Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25 
 

Saturday The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
 Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14; 
                             Lk 2:1-14 
 Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7; 
 Lk 2:15-20 
 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6;  
                             Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo has and will continue to cooper-
ate with the Michigan Attorney General’s investigation and 
encourages anyone with information related to misconduct 
to call the  reporting number setup by the Michigan Attorney 
General’s office at:  (844) 324-3374. The Catholic Bishop 
Abuse Reporting Service (CBAR) has been established to   
receive reports of sexual abuse and related misconduct by 
bishops and to relay those reports to proper Church authori-
ties for investigation. To make a report, visit  ReportBishopA-
buse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When a report includes a 
crime, such as the sexual abuse of a minor, it will also            
be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports will be 
kept  confidential. 

Religious Education 
Family Session     December 19   12:30 – 2:00 p.m. 
 

I would like to take a moment to wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas.   
During this Christmas season, we 
celebrate our virtues of Faith, Hope, 
Peace, and Love.   
My prayer for each of you is that Faith, 
Hope, Peace, Love, and the Joy of 
Christmas be with you and your 
families now and in the coming New Year. 
 

      Margie Little,  

             Director of Religious Education 

 

Upcoming Calendar: 
 

January 2      Family Session   12:30-2:00 p.m. 
 

January 9      Confirmation Preparation  
                       12:30-2:00 p.m.       First Year 
                       2:30-4:00 p.m.         Second Year 
 

January 10   First Communion Preparation     6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 

January 16   Family Session   12:30-2:00 p.m. 
 

January 23   Confirmation Preparation              
                      12:30-2:00 p.m.       First Year 
                      2:30-4:00 p.m.         Second Year 
 

Confirmation Retreat 
 

Mark your calendars – The Presence is back! Eucharistic 
conference hosted at Miracle Camp February 18-20. This 
weekend retreat for high school students promises to 
strengthen your walk with Christ. For more information, 
please contact your youth minister. Registration begins NOW! 
Registration Packets available online at http://
thepresenceretreat.org/ or contact Margie Little at 
mlittledre@gmail.com or phone/text:  269-355-5671. 

December 19  •  4th Sunday of Advent 3 

Lord, make us turn to you; 

 let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
The works of St. Vincent de Paul Society 
have been a great blessing to many in 
our community.  Providing food for 
many families each week, clothing from 
the thrift shop and utility assistance are 
a few of the many things we can 

provide.  It has been a busy month preparing 98 Thanksgiving 
baskets and 167 Christmas baskets.   
 

We would like to take this time to express our gratitude for 
the amazing support of St Basil parishioners and benefactors 
throughout this past year.  
 

With Hope, Peace, Love and Joy in our prayers for the year to 
come, St Vincent de Paul Society of Bangor would like to 
THANK YOU and wish you a Merry Christmas.  
 

“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. 
Practice hospitality.”      
      Romans 12:13  

http://thepresenceretreat.org/
http://thepresenceretreat.org/
mailto:mlittledre@gmail.com


Can You Help? 
Winter Wear Collection 

We are still accepting winter wear 
donations for our friends at St. Vincent de 
Paul in Bangor. Gently worn coats, hats, 
mittens for children and adults are greatly 
needed. Please place your donations in 
the deposit station in the South Lobby. 
Thank you! 
 

Bloomers, Boxers, and Sox, Oh My! 

Our parish is collecting new 
undergarments (including men’s 
undershirts) and socks for the homeless 
as well as the Afghan refugees coming to 
the Kalamazoo area. Look  for the laundry 
container in the South Lobby to place your 
contribution.  Please, only new items, and 
think sensible and practical. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Tuesday, December 28 

12:00—5:15 p.m. 

Sponsored by St. Basil Knights of 
Columbus 

Make an appointment by visiting 
www.redcrossblood.org or call  

1-800-RED-CROSS. 

4 Parish Office: (269) 637-2404  •  School Office: (269) 637-3529 

Fight all error, but do it with good humor, patience,  

kindness, and love.    

     St. John of Kanty, 

     Feast day December 23 

St. Basil Catholic School 

Grotto Paver Bricks 
Think Christmas! 

St. Basil Parish offers you an opportunity to order  
a grotto paver for installment in the spring.  A  
contribution of $100 entitles you to a standard   
4x8 paver brick engraved with your name, your 
family name, or a  personal message or intention. 
Forms are available at the church outside the 
office window and also on our website under the 
Info tab, then Links. You may mail in your form and 
payment.  

Call Cecilia at the parish office for more                     
information, 269-637-2404, ext. 1103.  

Church Calendars 
Please enjoy a complimentary church calendar, 
filled with beautiful pictures of Feasts and Saints. 
They are on a table in the Connector.  

We are grateful to our calendar sponsors: John 
Valenziano of Jaqua Realty, Roberta Otto, CPA, 
PLC, and Storage South Haven. 

St. Basil School Boosters 
The Saint Basil Catholic School Booster Wreath and Garland Sale sold 
over 250 wreaths and 90 garlands for over $9,000 in sales! We could 
not have done this without the support of the parish and the generosity 
of the Armintrout family. 
 

One thing we noticed this year was how dramatically prices have gone 
up for pine cone picks and bows. We are kindly requesting that anyone 
who is able to donate their bows and pine cones on the pick back 
before they dispose off their wreath at the end of the holiday season. 
We will provide a receptacle in the south lobby and the school office.  
Thanks you! 
 

The School Booster Club’s first ever Taco Night held in the basement of 
the church was a huge success! We're looking to have several more 
over the course of the winter. Mark your calendar for January 11 for 
the next Taco Night, in the church basement. 

What gift would you give to baby Jesus?  
 

Our PreK3 class had some great ideas! 
Baby Yoda - Mila 
A toy elephant - Margot 
Some food and a toy firetruck - Vera 
A blue and white car - Carter 
Una muñeca (a doll) - Constanza 
A drink of water - Connor  
An excavator, not a real one, a toy - Silas 
An egg - Elowen 
Baby toys - Regina 
A big boy bed - Noah 
A horse and a horse for Mary and Joseph too - Kennedy  

Our 3rd and 4th grade students enjoyed some hands-on learning about 
springs and Newtons. 

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5257


St. Basil Catholic Church Directory 

513 Monroe Blvd. 

South Haven, MI 49090 

Parish Office ......................269-637-2404 

Fax ....................................269-637-8374 

School Office .....................269-637-3529 

www.SaintBasilCatholicChurch.org  

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday .............. 9:00 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. 

Wednesday ........ 10:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. 

Friday ................... 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 
Parish Staff 

St. Basil  •  Pastor ............... Fr. Jim Morris 

St. Peter  •  Pastor ......... Fr. Fabio Garzon 

Deacon ............. Deacon John Lohrstorfer 

Deacon ...................... Deacon Bill VanDril 

Church Manager ............. Andrea Aleman 

Music & Liturgy 

Coordinator ...............Cecilia Wondergem 

Facilities Manager ............ Charlie Hamlin 

School Principal ............... Camille DeLano 

DRE/Youth Faith Formation 

Confirmation ........................ Margie Little 

Coordinator of RCIA .... Geralyn Monacelli 

Parish Pastoral Associate For Hispanic 

Ministry ....... Sister Maria Eugenia Gomez 
 
Confessions 

Monday ..................................... 2:30 p.m. 

Saturday .................................... 4:00 p.m. 

 
Eucharistic Adoration 

Monday .............. 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

Thursday ........................ 6:00—9:00 p.m. 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday ................................  5:00 p.m.,                                                                 

                                 7:00 p.m. (en Español) 

Sunday .................. 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 

Monday, Tuesday, 

and Wednesday ....................... 9:00 a.m. 

Thursday .................................. No Mass 

Friday ...................................... 5:00 p.m. 

 
Weekend Mass Reservations 

If you wish to be seated in our social 
distancing space at Mass, you will need to 
sign up in advance so we know how much 
space will be required. Please visit: 
https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/
sign-up-for-mass or call the parish office, 
269-637-2404. 

If you are vaccinated, please seat yourself 
anywhere in church except in the pews 
specifically reserved for those who 
request social distancing. We still 
recommend that everyone wear a mask 
for the safety and protection of all. 

 

► So that we all may be fully present at 
Mass, please silence your cell phones. 

 

► We ask that you be considerate of 
others if you are coughing or sick. 
Please refrain from the handshake of 
peace. This is thoughtful consideration 
for the rest of the parish community. 
Remember, if you are sick or 
experiencing symptoms of sickness 
you are not obliged to attend Mass. 

 

This week’s bulletin sponsor 

Power Engineering Supply and  
Rhino Refrigeration LLC 

 

Please keep all of our advertisers in your 
prayers as our businesses and sponsors 
struggle during these times. 
 

The advertisements that appear in this bulle-
tin completely defray all publishing costs 
which the church would otherwise incur. 

Our Stewardship 
For December 12 

Envelope Offering (56) ........ $7,448.00 

Electronic Contributions ...... $5,459.00 

Loose Offering ..................... $1,566.76 

Total Collection .................. $14,288.76 

Mass In Our Collaborative 
St. Peter, Douglas, MI 
Saturday........................................ 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday ........................ 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 

Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday ................... 8:30 a.m. 

Friday ............................................ 5:00 p.m. 

 

San Felipe, Fennville, MI 
Thursday ....................................... 6:30 p.m. 

https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-up-for-mass
https://www.saintbasilcatholicchurch.org/sign-up-for-mass

