
 

Confirmation Retreat 2023 

All forty of our Confirmation students, first and second year, participated in the Confirmation Retreat 
at St. Philip Parish in Battle Creek on March 18. The theme was “Living a Eucharistic Life.” During the 
retreat the candidates listened to various speakers regarding how the Eucharistic touched and 
changed their lives. They participated in a variety of team building activities: Cups, Four Corners, and 
the Human Knot. They also spent a meaningful hour in Eucharistic Adoration as Bishop Bradley gave 
a brief homily. Many of the candidates concluded the day by attending Mass. 

Thank you to our Director of Religious Education Margie Little and all the chaperones who helped on 
this special day: Ken Little, Michael Harris, Adam Monacelli, April Filbrandt, Brian Peterson, Sylvia 
Verdonk, and Jake Filbrandt.  

Confirmation takes place on June 25 at the Cathedral in Kalamazoo. 
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Iniciamos esta quinta semana de cuaresma con una visión 
renovada. Estábamos enceguecidos, el Señor nos puso 
barro en los ojos, nos envió a lavarnos y ahora vemos. 
¡Qué maravilla!  

Una anticipación de la vida que nos espera, mientras 
caminamos los últimos días del tiempo de Cuaresma. Hay 
una sensación de frescura, novedad, renovación, 
anunciando que siempre hay una posibilidad de 
comenzar de nuevo, especialmente para aquellos Lázaros 

en medio de nosotros, que yacen en la oscuridad, derrotados 
por las muchas formas como la muerte se hace presente entre 
nosotros. La misericordia de Dios los renueva. Ese es el 
tremendo mensaje que Jesús nos está proclamando a todos 
con sus palabras y su vida. "¡Lázaro, sal fuera!" Hagámosle 
caso. Dejemos atrás los sepulcros en los cuales nos 
encerramos.  

Sabiendo que Dios está haciendo algo nuevo, llenos de su 
Espíritu aceptamos el desafío del momento y renovamos 
nuestro espíritu misionero. Con vida nueva, vayamos a 
anunciar la alegría del Evangelio haciendo discípulos que 
proclamen en sus vidas la Misericordia de Dios.   

Al caminar estos últimos días de Cuaresma, oremos 
agradecidos por el Ministerio de la Hna. María Eugenia, la Hna. 
Angee, que con el apoyo de muchos en la comunidad animan 
la vida litúrgica de nuestra parroquia. El equipo pastoral ha 
preparado y están preparando celebraciones llenas de fe y 
devoción, para que profundicemos el misterio del Amor que 
nos reúne cada semana.  

Sigamos respondiendo con generosidad y compromiso, 
especialmente orando por las vocaciones y por la renovación 
espiritual de los sacerdotes de nuestra diócesis.  

Les deseo una semana llena de la misericordia de Dios.  

P. Fabio  

Our sight has been restored. We can see! Nature is 
offering signs of newness. We can see clearer and clearer 
its statement about Springtime. We welcome the longer 
and lighted and warmer days. A clear affirmation of the 
life awaiting us, as we are to end the days of the Lenten 
season.  
 

There is a sense of freshness, novelty, and renewal, 
announcing that there is always a possibility to start 
anew, especially for those Lazarus in our midst who lie in 
darkness, defeated by the many ways death is rampant in our 
midst. God’s mercy is theirs as well. “See, I am doing something 
new!” That is the tremendous message Jesus is proclaiming to 
all of us, with his words and his life. “Lazarus, come out!” 
 

It is on the light of this certainty -God is doing something new- 
that we understand the challenges of our times, calling us to 
renew the missionary spirit of our church, to proclaim the Joy 
of the Gospel, and to make disciples.   
 

As we walk the last week of Lent, keep in your prayers those 
involved in the liturgical life of our parish. They have prepared 
and are preparing meaningful celebrations to help us go deep 
into the mystery of Love we partake every week. Our response 
would be no other than generosity and commitment, especially 
as we pray for vocations, and for the spiritual renewal of the 
priests of our diocese.  
 

Wishing you a merciful and wonderful week. 

Fr. Fabio  

 

Lenten Opportunities 
Adoration 

• Friday after morning Mass until                 
2:30 Benediction 

• Sunday through Thursday,    
 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

• Friday 5:00 p.m. through Stations of             
the Cross 

 

Stations of the Cross 

Every Friday in Lent 12:30 p.m. and  7:00 p.m. 
 

Reconciliation  

Friday evenings, 7:00 p.m.  during Stations of the Cross 

Saturdays, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

The RCIA Rites of Scrutiny 
This Sunday at the 9:00 Mass we celebrate the third Rite of 
Scrutiny for Dustin Johnson, our Elect, who will be baptized, 
confirmed, and receive Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.  A Rite of 
Scrutiny is a calling upon Jesus to deliver our Elect from the 
brokenness of their lives. It is also a call for Jesus to strengthen 
what is good and holy in their lives. Further, the Rite of Scrutiny 
is a time for the entire community to ask Jesus to deliver us 
from our social sins, which we cannot do without His help, and 
to strengthen what is good and holy in us as a community.  Also, 
the Elect stand as icons for the community, for they remind us 
of our need for God and the free gift of God’s redeeming love.   

Holy Week Schedule 
April 6 Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:00 p.m. 

April 7 Good Friday, The Passion of the Lord   3:00 p.m. 

  Viernes Santo de la Pasión del Señor  7:00 p.m. 

April 8 Blessing of Easter baskets   1:00 p.m. 

  Easter Vigil   8:30 p.m. 

April 9 Easter Sunday 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 

  5:00 p.m. (en Español) 

Divine Mercy  
We will be celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday in our parish on 
April 16 at 2:00 p.m. with Adoration and Reconciliation, 
followed by the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 p.m. 

We are called…. 
We look forward to your participation in the celebrations of 
Holy Week. Please join us on Holy Thursday for Mass at                 
7:00 p.m. and take part in the foot washing ritual. And bring a 
bell to that Mass! 



March 26 •  Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Please pray for… 
Del Reavy 

that she may now enjoy the great 
blessings of eternal life. We pray also 
for her family and friends, that they 
find peace in the promises of Christ. 

 

  Mass Intentions 
       Saturday, March 25 

 5:00 p.m.     † Steve Howe 

 7:00 p.m.     People of the parish (en Español) 

 Sunday, March 26 

 9:00 a.m.  †  Violeta Tiangco 

 11:00 a.m.   †  Helen Michnick 

 Monday,  March 27   No Mass 

         Tuesday. March 28 

 9:00 a.m.    †  George Deja 

         Wednesday, March 29 

 9:00 a.m.     † Evelyn Fleming 

        Thursday, March 30 

 9:00 a.m.   † Harry Meltzer 

 Friday, March 31 

 9:00 a.m.    †  William Sylvester, 1st anniversary 

 Saturday, April 1 

 5:00 p.m.     †  Kay Mielke 

 7:00 p.m.     People of the parish (en Español) 

 Sunday, April 2 

 9:00 a.m.      †   Margo and Gerry Sherman  

 11:00 a.m.     †   Ann Clayton  

Religious Education 
Sunday, March 26 Confirmation Preparation 

    1st year 12:30 p.m.   2nd year 2:30 p.m. 

Sunday, April 2  Family of Faith Formation 

    12:30 p.m. 

Sunday, April 9  No classes  Easter Sunday 

Monday, April 10 First Communion Prep Year 2 

    6:15 p.m. 

With the Lord there is mercy and 

 fullness of redemption. 

Scripture Readings 

For the Week of March 26, 2023 
 

Sunday  Fifth Sunday of Lent 

   Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8;  
   Rom 8:8-11;       
   Jn 11:1-45 
 

Monday  Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62; 
   Ps 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6;    
   Jn 8:1-11 
 

Tuesday  Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18. 19-21;  
   Jn 8:21-30 
 

Wednesday Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95;     
   Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56;     
   Jn 8:31-42 
 

Thursday  Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9;    
   Jn 8:51-59 
 

Friday  Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7;  
   Jn 10:31-42 
 

Saturday  Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10; 11-12abcd, 13;  
   Jn 11:45-56 

CRS Rice Bowl 
Lent can feel like a long time. Sometimes we’d like to skip 
right to Easter! But through prayer and sacrifices, we share 
in Christ’s suffering and prepare for the joy of his 
resurrection. This Lent, we’ve learned how people in 
Honduras, the Philippines, and Kenya made sacrifices so 
their families and communities can thrive. How have your 
Lenten sacrifices helped your family and community and 
communities around the world? 

Personal Care/Baby Care Pantry 
Beginning April 1 we will spend the month collecting items 
for We Care I.N.C.’s Personal Care and Baby Care pantries.     
Look for the cart in the Connector. 

Personal care items needed include bathroom items, paper 
products, soaps and shampoo, lotion, etc.  For baby care: 
disposable diapers and wipes, bibs and washcloths, powder 
and diaper rash cream. 

100 Years Celebration 
Mark your calendars for our parish’s centennial celebration 
on June 11, beginning with the 11:00 Mass followed by a 
picnic on the bluff. We will also be celebrating the 80th 
anniversary of the installation of our grotto to Our Lady of 
Lourdes. Plans are in the works for making this a very special 
day. If you’d like to help out, please contact the parish office 
and leave your name and phone number. 

Quinceañera Retreat 
Saturday, April 22 10:00-2:00 

St. Peter Parish, Douglas 

269-897-7951    cecigarcia@stpeter-douglas.org 



Can You Help? 
Food Pantry Drop-off 
Please take non-perishable food items to 
First Congregational Church, 651 Phoenix 
Street. They are open Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00 a.m. till 
noon. 
 

Personal Care Pantry 
First Assembly of God, 06500 Blue Star 
Hwy., Wednesdays 10:00 –1:00 
 

Blessings in a Backpack  
The Women’s Service Guild is asking for 
volunteers to help pack bags of food to go 
home with local students for weekend 
meals. If you are available to help, our next 
packing date is April 27 at 10:30 at North 
Shore Elementary School. Please arrive no 
earlier than 10:20. We usually finish 
packing and restocking in about an hour.  
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St. Basil Catholic School 

Saturdays, 7:30 a.m.    
Upper Level 

All men of the parish are 
welcome.   Please join us! 

Contact Deacon John, jlohrstorfer@yahoo.com.                                

St. Basil Church Replica 
These beautiful 6” color wooden replicas of our church 
celebrating our 2023 centennial are available for 
purchase, $25. Come see us during our business hours 
and pick up this one-of-a-kind remembrance.  

Lenten Fish Fry  
Prepared and served by  
St. Basil Knights of Columbus 
Last chance Friday, March 31! 

Fridays in Lent 5:00-7:00 p.m.      

Church basement (not on Good Friday) 

Women’s Bible Study 

Walking With Purpose 
Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.    
In the Upper Level 

Refuel and refresh, making connections with other 
women as you learn more about God. 
Questions? Contact Bobbie Otto at 269-313-1761 or 
rotto281015@gmail.com 

St. Basil Book Group 
Thursdays beginning March 30 
1:00 p.m.    Upper Level 

The group will continue reading “Learning to Pray” 
by Father James Martin. For March 30 we will 
review what we’ve read so far, and then begin 
Chapter 13 on Lectio Divina. Everyone is welcome. 
Contact Deacon John Lohrstorfer for more 
information: jlohrstorfer@yahoo.com. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday, April 9 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Hosted by our St. Basil Youth Group 

Games, face painting, tamale sale, and fun for everyone! 

These students made their First Reconciliation recently, and were 
honored at our school Mass on March 15. 

Our 26th Annual Ribs ’n Raffle Auction is coming up on May 20! The 
school and our Booster Club are starting to put together a fabulous night 
of fun as we work together to raise money for Saint Basil School.  Last 
year we raised $140,000 for the school, with money going to building 
upgrades, athletics, robotics, security upgrades, teacher professional 
development, and more!  This year we are hoping to raise $150,000 for 
more building upgrades, professional development, new carpet in the 
classrooms, and a host of other needs that can only be met with your 
support. 
 

This year's theme is "Come on Down to Where Everybody Knows Your 
Name" - Iconic TV Shows. Given the theme, you just never know "who" 
might show up!   As always, there will be a silent auction as well as the 
live auction, with games, raffles and drawings throughout the evening.  

We hope you can join us!  Tickets will be available online at 
2023RNR.givesmart.com. 
 

For the auction to be a success, we are in need of your help.  We are 
asking school families and parishioners to consider donating items for 
the silent auction portion of the evening.  In the past, we've used tags 
attached to a board in the South Lobby that listed item ideas.  We're 
doing things a little differently this year.  In upcoming bulletins, and in 
the parish office and Connector, you'll find a list of suggested items 
based on the themed "baskets" our Booster Club would like to make for 
the silent auction.  You may also donate other items, or money and let 
the Boosters do the shopping.  We ask that you please drop off items at 
the school office by May 8.    
 

As always, thank you for your support of Saint Basil Catholic School.  We 
couldn't do it without you!  

http://2023RNR.givesmart.com


Mission Statement 
Called by Baptism, nourished by the 
Eucharist, and inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, our mission is to live the Good 
News of Christ through Worship, 
Evangelization, Service, Spiritual 
Formation, and Stewardship. 

St. Basil Catholic Church Directory 
 

513 Monroe Blvd. 

South Haven, MI 49090 
 

Parish Office ......................269-637-2404 

Fax ....................................269-637-8374 

School Office .....................269-637-3529 

www.SaintBasilCatholicChurch.org  

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday .............. 9:00 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. 

Wednesday ........ 10:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. 

Friday ................... 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 
Parish Staff 

Pastor ............................. Fr. Fabio Garzon 

Senior Parochial Vicar .. Fr. Richard Altine 

                                                 269-692-5142 

Deacon ............. Deacon John Lohrstorfer 

Deacon ...................... Deacon Bill VanDril 

Church Manager ............. Andrea Aleman 

Music & Liturgy 

Coordinator ...............Cecilia Wondergem 

Facilities Manager ............ Charlie Hamlin 

School Principal ............... Camille DeLano 

DRE/Youth Faith Formation 

Confirmation ........................ Margie Little 

Coordinator of RCIA .... Geralyn Monacelli 

Parish Pastoral Associate For Hispanic 

Ministry ....... Sister Maria Eugenia Gomez 

 
 

Mass Schedule  

Saturday ................................  5:00 p.m.,                                                                

                                 7:00 p.m. (en Español) 

Sunday………….9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday ...................................... 9:00 a.m. 

No Mass on Monday 

 
Confessions 
Friday during Stations of the Cross 

Saturday ................................... 3:30 p.m. 

 
Eucharistic Adoration during Lent 

Sun. through Wed.  5:00—7:00p.m. 

Thursday   5:00-9:00 p.m. 

Friday ....................... after morning Mass,                                       

           with Benediction at 2:30, and at                

      5:00 p.m. through Stations of the Cross 
 

Mass In Our Collaborative 

St. Peter, Douglas, MI 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday            
            8:30 a.m. 

San Felipe, Fennville, MI 

Thursday 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday      12:30 p.m. 
 

► So that we all may be fully present at 
Mass, please silence your cell phones. 

► We ask that you be considerate of 
others if you are coughing or sick. 
Please refrain from the handshake of 
peace. This is thoughtful consideration 
for the rest of the parish community.  

This week’s bulletin sponsor  

MacDonald's Restaurant, South Haven 

The advertisements that appear in this 
bulletin completely defray all publishing 
costs which the church would otherwise 
incur. Please patronize the sponsors of 
our bulletin and thank them for their 
kind generosity. 

Our Stewardship 
March 12 

Envelope Offering (63)          $   5,546.00 

Electronic Contributions      $    1,135.00 

Loose Offering                        $   1,087.84 

Total Collection              $   7,768.84 
 

Weekly Budget Amount   $  10,096.00 

Over/Under                     ($ 2,327.16) 


