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Meet Brian Peterson, St. Basil 
School boomerang. 

After his eighth grade graduation 
from St. Basil in 1986, he arrived 
at South Haven’s public high 
school. His first impression: 
“Loud and raucous.”

He missed the cocoon of St. 
Basil, which taught not only 
knowledge but consideration. 
“We learned: hats off inside; push 
chairs in; hold doors for others,” 
he recalls.

He studied business at college, 
then worked in advertising at 
Newsweek magazine, in 
Chicago. In 2005, the 
artist in him felt a pull. 
Earning a master’s degree 
in architecture at 
Andrews University, he 
moved back to South 
Haven to join Midwest 
Civil Engineers, working 
on designs for cottages, a 
synagogue and church additions.

He also married, and he and his 
wife Cymbre had two daughters. 
Ruby is now in fourth grade at St. 
Basil, Elke in first. Brian recently 
formed his own architecture firm.

One of 14 in his graduating class, 
Brian recalls how he felt at St. 
Basil School: “It’s like home, 
comfortable. I really liked the 
small school; it’s nice to be in a 
place with a personal connection 
with everyone, from the principal 
or priest on down.” 

He became an altar server and 
played basketball for the St. Basil 
Bears—poorly, he notes. “I 
couldn’t get the ball through the 
hoop from the free-throw line.”

At each Saturday night Mass 
growing up, he, his brother, 
Dean, and his parents, Carole and 

Richard, sat in the same 
pew, in the front on the left 

side. Carole, herself, was a 
teacher at St. Basil for years and 
later became school board 
president. “I liked the routine, of 
confession and holidays with 
religious meaning,” Brian recalls 
of those formative years in grade 
school. “I see this in Ruby; she 
enjoys the rituals.”

Three years ago, following his 
mother’s example, Brian became 
president of St. Basil’s school 
board. “I have the opportunity to 
improve the school,” he says, 
“when we already have dedicated 
teachers and a wonderful 
principal.”

A few Sundays ago, the Petersons 
were all together in church. At 
one point, Ruby, who is nine, 
leaned her head onto her 
grandmother’s shoulder, clearly 
fond. Could Ruby someday follow 
her grandmother’s lead, too?

“ Heaven alone 
is my country.
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      Many Hands, Light Work       Observing Lent 

    Ash Wednesday is February 14. 
The Outreach asked church 
members about their Lenten plans. 

+ I will fast every day of Lent; 
meaning, light meals and no 
eating between them. 

+  I look for chances to go 
well out of my way to do 
some kind deed for 
someone I don’t know. 

+ No snacks or TV after 8 p.m. 

+ We abstain from alcohol. 
On Fridays, we fast and 
try to attend Stations of 
the Cross. 

+ I spend time deeply with 
one spiritual text each 
week. 

+ I find a spiritual class to 
attend each week. 

+ One year, I gave up 
dessert and snacks; 
nearly killed me. Looking 
for something else now.

Our youth group, at work. 
Clockwise from above, Tania 
Villegas delivers Christmas cookies 
to parishioner Gina Rocca; Ryan 
Peterson and Mason Lawson making 
Christmas-tree decorations; Nancy 
Furlan finishes off the ornaments 
with the whirr of a hair dryer.

Photos by Ana Villegas and Cathy Kimbler.
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A WEEK BEFORE THANKSGIVING of 1921, fire 
destroyed St. Basil Church. Falling from the belfry, the 
church bell was damaged, but it pulled through. Workers 
repaired it and installed it atop the new church, the St. 
Basil Church of today.

Summoning us hourly is the same bell that called our 
forbearers.

  Ringing In the Old

Link: https://www.genealogybank.com/doc/newspapers/image/v2%3A123DD2ED27BA8D93%40GB3NEWS-
12452A041FC01128%402423014-12442387C3F50BD8%401-1385778DD6CF5B4A%40Church%2BBurned%2BAt%2BSouth%2BHaven%2BSt.%2BHaven%2BSt.%2BBasil%2527s%2BStructure%2BEntirely%2BDestroyed%2BBy%2BFire%2BOf
Date: 1921-11-20 Paper: Kalamazoo Gazette Page: 2

Church Burned At South Haven St. Haven St. Basil’s Structure Entirely Destroyed By Fire Of

© This entire product and/or portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or the American Antiquarian Society. 2004.

Nearly a Century Ago, St. Basil Burned to the Ground—but Our Bell Survived

The surviving bell today.  The inscription on 
its side reads:
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         The news in 1921.

The blessing of the bell 
at the 1922 laying of the 
cornerstone of the 
current church.

      TO JESUS MARY AND JOSEPH 
             SAINT BASIL CHURCH 
            SOUTH HAVEN, MICH 
                OCTOBER 31ST 1909
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Dear Fellow Parishioners:

We are open to story ideas, and new 
writers, for The Outreach, published every 
two months. Please reach out to us at:

Mike McCarthy          theoutreacheditor@gmail.com 
Cathy Kimbler            ckimbler@bangorvikings.org  
Geralyn Monacelli      geralynmonacelli@yahoo.com 
Sylvia Verdonk            sverdonk4@yahoo.com

St. Basil Catholic Church 
513 Monroe Boulevard 
South Haven, MI 49090
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Have some favorite St. Basil photos? Email 
them to theoutreacheditor@gmail.com. We’ll publish 
a montage of photo contributions in a future issue. 
C’mon, it’s your church: Show it off.
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