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Join yourself 
to God 
through your 
whole way of 
life, so that 
your life 
becomes one 
continuous and 
uninterrupted 
prayer.

THE OUTREACH 
            St. Basil Catholic Church                                          South Haven, Michigan

                 — St. Basil 
       Homily on the Martyr Julitta

Marriage, Quilts and a Faith Journey

“

Meet Becky Osowski, born in 
Muskegon, and preparing for full 
initiation into the Catholic 
church. Becky, along with high 
school student Kayden Breen 
and middle school student 
Janely Salazar, will be receiving 
the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist at 
the Easter Vigil at St. Basil on 
April 20.

To get better 
acquainted with Becky, 
The Outreach asked her 
a few questions.

What drew you to 
the Catholic faith? 

I have been attending 
Catholic Mass since I 
began dating my now 
husband in 2004 and 
decided last year to take 
the step forward to become a 
Catholic myself.  
 
Do you have a favorite Bible 
passage or story? 

My favorite story is probably the 
marriage at Cana, as the first 
miracle attributed to Jesus and 
as an example of the power of 

faith. In this case, the faith 
Mary had that Jesus would 
provide.  

Have you chosen a Lenten 
practice? 

My Lenten practices this year 
include abstaining from pizza, 
bread and cheeseburgers, but 

also embracing the 
concept of mindfulness 

and living in the 
present. 

What are your 
hobbies? 

Reading, playing 
pickleball, 
volunteering as a 
booster for the 

Saugatuck High 
School Drama Club, and 

volunteering as a regional 
director with the Healthcare 
Businesswomen's Association to 
mentor women in the healthcare 
industry. This year, I also plan to 
learn more about quilting and 
perhaps refresh my memory on 
how to crochet, which my 
grandmother taught me when I 
was a child.  
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         ‘I Am the Light of the World’
Candles Flutter Within Our Church 
— and at Christ’s Tomb in Jerusalem

At the 
Church of 
the Holy 
Sepulchre, 
which is 
visited by 4 
million 
people a 
year.

At the south wall of St. Basil…
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By John Lohrstorfer 

The idea of the parish book 
group was to read books of 
spiritual writings and to explore 
one author per year. Jay Landry, 
St. Basil’s former pastoral 
associate, and I began with the 
author and Trappist monk 
Thomas Merton in the fall of 
2016, with his autobiography, The 
Seven Storey Mountain. We then 
read several of his other works.
 
The group went on to works by 
Dorothy Day, a journalist and 
activist, and then the spiritual 
writer Henri Nouwen, including 
his famous book, The Return of 
the Prodigal Son, and Spiritual 
Direction. We then read The 
Cloister Walk by the poet and 
essayist Kathleen Norris. 

Since last fall, the group has been 
reading Anthony de Mello’s Seek 
God Everywhere. Although we 
originally began reading a book a 
month, we’ve decided in the last 
couple years to read some of 

these books more slowly, and so 
we are doing 
several chapters 
a month rather 
than an entire 
book. 

The group 
hopes to finish 
Seek God 
Everywhere in 
May. Anyone is 
welcome at any 
time to join. 
People come 
prepared to share anything that 

they think that has affected 
them, especially in regards to 
spiritual growth. 

About five to ten people 
attend the group each 
meeting, and people are 
encouraged to show up no 
matter how many pages they 
have finished. (Check the 
bulletin for meeting times.)

Participants have found the 
reading group and the books 
very rewarding and they are 
pleased to discover authors 
that they had not read 
before. 

Bound Together by Books and Conversation
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Dear Fellow Parishioners:

We are open to story ideas, and new 
writers, for The Outreach, published every 
two months. Please reach out to us at:

Mike McCarthy          theoutreacheditor@gmail.com                                  
Cathy Kimbler            ckimbler@bangorvikings.org  
Geralyn Monacelli      geralynmonacelli@yahoo.com 
Sylvia Verdonk            sverdonk4@yahoo.com

St. Basil Catholic Church 
513 Monroe Boulevard 
South Haven, MI 49090
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Our 2018 Paschal Candle was first lit 
during last year’s Easter Vigil. For other 
candles blazing at St. Basil, and in Jerusalem, see 
inside.
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