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By Tom Morsch 

St. Basil is the “church away 
from home” for scores of people 
from throughout the Midwest 
who spend time in the summer 
along the shoreline from Covert 
to Glenn. 

My wife, Jackie, and I (and later 
our children and grandchildren)  
have been summer visitors for 
more than 40 years, first as 
renters, then as owners, of a 
cottage in Palisades Park just off  
Blue Star Highway at 29th 
Avenue. The 200 cottages in 
The Park are mostly modest 
wooden structures built 50 or 
more years ago. A large number 
of owners are Catholics. Bob 
Zimmermann, our Park 
Manager from 1988 to 1997, was 
part of the instrumental group 
that played at the “Guitar Mass.” 
Several have served the Parish in 
other capacities.

We visitors have the privilege of 
meeting regular parishioners at 
events like the Pancake 
Breakfast, or after Mass, or 
while shopping in South Haven. 
If we haven’t met, we still feel 
that we know you because we 
have seen you and your families 

on the altar or in the pews on so 
many occasions. We appreciate 
the way in which we have been 
welcomed. Thanks much.

The human 
being is an 
animal who 
has received 
the vocation 
to become 
God.

Grateful for the Hospitality at their Parish Away from Home

THEOUTREACH 
            St. Basil Catholic Church                                          South Haven, Michigan

                 — St. Basil 

Quoted by Gregory Nazianzen, 
‘Eulogy of Basil the Great, Oration’

    Summer Friends Returning

“ Jackie and Tom Morsch

   +   Red Cross Helpers  +
Martha Lohrstorfer 
wanted to thank some 
parishioners for helping the 
victims of flooding in 
Berrien Springs. As Red 
Cross shelter manager 
there, she appreciated the 
support of Carol Tassone, 
Tom Erdmann, JoAnn 
Nordin, Sue McCabe, as 
well as her husband, 
Deacon John Lohrstorfer.
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  Going…Going — Gone
A piece of history rolled away on May 5, the St. Basil 
School bus. Anthony Loffredo, husband of school secretary 
Amanda Page, won the 1992 vehicle at the Ribs-N-Raffle 
fundraising auction with a bid of $3,750. The bus had 192,459 
miles and lots of memories on it. Amanda says they plan to 
rehab it and use it as a tour bus for events such as 
bachelorette parties and wine tours. 

 Wading Into a New Life

In the baptismal 
font, Leah Becker 
awaits her 
christening as Fr. Jim 
says prayers. A fourth 
grader at our parish 
school, Leah received 
the sacraments of 
initiation at the 
Easter Vigil Mass.

Parishioner Lucia 
Russell designed and 
decorated a beautiful 
egg for Leah’s big day.
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Students from St. Basil 
School spent a part of a 
spring afternoon cutting, 
gluing and shaping craft 
projects with residents of 
the River Ridge Retirement 
Village. 

The children, clockwise 
from the top, are Kaia (3rd 
grade), Olivia (4th), Celeste 
(5th), and Michael (3rd).

Some of the 
residents have 
Alzheimer’s and have 
trouble remembering 
much of their day. 
But the kids—they 
always remember. 

— A River Ridge 
aide.

  Brightening Their Day

Young and Old.  
Colored Paper.  

Lots of Fun. 

“
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 Dear Fellow Parishioners:

 We are open to story ideas, and 
new writers, for The Outreach, 
published every two months. 
Please reach out to us.

Blessings,

Mike McCarthy       theoutreacheditor@gmail.com 
Cathy Kimbler         ckimbler@bangorvikings.org  
Geralyn Monacelli   geralynmonacelli@yahoo.com 
Sylvia Verdonk          sverdonk4@yahoo.com

St. Basil Catholic Church 
513 Monroe Boulevard 
South Haven, MI 49090
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Little fingers firmly resolve to amend life 
on this handwritten Act of Contrition. If 
the young writer would like the index card back, 
please contact The Outreach.
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