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The word has spread around South Haven: St. Basil 
runs a great preschool—and the secret ingredient is 
called Ms. Sue. 

The preschool has been growing for the past five 
years, exactly when Sue Petersen first showed up in 
the classroom here. St. Basil has 36 students in the 
preschool, a feeder for the elementary school. 

Everyone seems to call her Ms. Sue, including her 
students’ parents. Her experience in early education 
runs 40 years, or ten times the age of the little ones 
she teaches. She was born in Muskegon in 1953 and 
moved to South Haven in 1975. She worked for 35 
years with Head Start, the federally funded early 
childhood program, before arriving at St. Basil. 

“This is where my heart is,” Ms. Sue says. “It’s been 
a wild ride.” 

On a recent Wednesday afternoon, she was outside 
watching fourteen four-year-olds during recess. They 
had already been to Mass with Fr. Jim and done their 

story circle. Ms. 
Sue keeps them on 
the move. Each 
morning begins 
with prayer. The 
day is long, 
running from 8 
a.m. to nearly 3:30 
p.m. On the 
playground, she 

bends down quickly to fix the untied shoe of a girl, 
and, noting a misbehaving boy out of the corner of 
her eye, she calls out, “Don’t throw sand.”  

Along with her trusty aide, Melissa Becker, Ms. Sue 
helps form their faith, while readying them for 
Kindergarten. As the school year unfolds, they will 
say the rosary weekly and hear the stories of Noah, 
Jonah and other favorites. They will learn about Jesus 
as the Good Shepherd, the sign of the cross, the 
Trinity, and blessings before meals. 

The children clearly adore her. A tall woman, she 
spends much of her day bending or kneeling, 
bringing herself to them. Ms. Sue herself has three 
grandchildren, seven and younger. She likes to 
garden and boat and camp. She is learning to play the 
ukulele. 

The new school year underway, Ms. Sue says her 
students will soon be learning virtues, with the first 
lesson on kindness. And, as they learn about Jesus as 
shepherd, she will teach them their role. “They will 
know they’re sheep,” she says.
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  The Incomparable Ms. Sue

Preparing for the Real World — Kindergarten

Ms. Sue, 
receiving a 
spontaneous hug.



Ordinary Time September/October 2018

By Sylvia Verdonk 

What saint name did you pick? Do you remember 
this question from your Confirmation days? 

As we approach All Saints’ Day, on November 1, we 
asked several parishioners which saint name they 
chose for their 
Confirmations, 
and why.

Mike Mosley 
was a 5th grader 
when he 
received the 
Sacrament of 
Confirmation. 
When asked 
what his 
Confirmation 
name was, he smiled and 
said: “Joseph! He was the 
father of Jesus and he was a 
carpenter.”

Ken Little said that Sister Pat at St. Jude was 
urging him to join the church. After a year of 
marriage to Margie, who was also praying that 

he would join, along 
with medical issues in 
the family and the 
death of a friend, he 
felt the call to become 
a Catholic. 

“I felt God was using 
the difficulties in my 
life as ‘bait’ to draw me 
to Him,” Ken said. 
As an adult 
confirmand, “I chose 
Andrew, because he 
was a fisherman and 

Jesus called him to be a 
‘fisher of men.’ As Jesus 
called Andrew, I felt that 

God was calling me.”

Colleen Skuza received 
Confirmation as a student 
at Central Michigan 
University. Through a 
group called Corpus 
Christi she met her 
husband-to-be, Andrew, 
and many great friends.   

Prior to her junior year, 
she traveled to Spain with 
several Corpus Christi 
students for World Youth 
Day 2011. While there, 
they visited Ávila, where 
Colleen learned about St. Teresa 
and saw her relics. During her junior 
year, Colleen studied with the pastoral associate at 
CMU and received the Sacrament of Confirmation 
that April.  

“St. Teresa of Calcutta has always been my role 
model,” Colleen said. “I admired St. Thérèse of 
Lisieux, too, but my trip to Spain really sparked 
my interest in Teresa of Ávila. I couldn’t decide 
between the three…for my Confirmation saint, so 
I went with the oldest one—St. Teresa of Ávila—
and tried to honor all of them.”  

Victor and Bette 
Grathwohl received 
the Sacrament of 
Confirmation over 70 
years ago. Both 
decided on saints 
reflecting family 
names. Victor chose 
William as his 
Confirmation 
name, while Bette 
chose Elizabeth.

     Saintly Choices

How Some Parishioners Identify With Pious People of the Past

Continued on next page

 Mike Mosley  
  St. Joseph

      Ken Little  
     St. Andrew

  Colleen Skuza 
     St. Teresa

      Victor and Bette Grathwohl 
    St.William and St. Elizabeth
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Barb Peckstein received the Sacrament at 
St. Basil when she was in 3rd 

grade and chose Constance as 
her Confirmation name. Tears 
came to her eyes as she recalled 
fond memories of Sister 
Constance, her 3rd and 4th grade 
teacher at St. Basil School. 

“I loved her to death,” Barb 
said. “She was such a wonderful 
teacher and a wonderful 
person.”

Margie Litts chose Anne 
because that was the name of 
the Virgin Mary’s mother, the 
grandmother of Jesus.
 
Admiring those who live among 
us as saints while honoring those who have gone 

before, it is appropriate that we 
remind ourselves of the roles of the 
saints in our lives. They are our 

examples of how to live the life 
of Christ—a life of holiness; 
full of unconditional, selfless 
love and service. Many saints 
overcame the sinfulness of 
human nature along the way.

At Confirmation, we are 
initiated into the 
Communion of Saints. We 
are all on the journey to 
heaven, supported by all of 
the saints, living and dead. 
Customarily, candidates for 
Confirmation study the saints and 
are encouraged to take on the name 

of one to affirm a closeness to, or 
affection for,  that particular saint. The 
practice of choosing a saint name is no 

longer required, but it is still popular if for 
no other reason than tradition.

      Barb Peckstein 
       St. Constance

      Margie Litts 
           St. Anne

From Our Aspiring Artists

A sampling 
of art created 
by St. Basil 
students. The 
works were 
exhibited at 
the end of last 
school year.



Ordinary Time September/October 2018

By nature, 
men desire 
the beautiful.

St. Basil Catholic Church 
513 Monroe Boulevard 
South Haven, MI 49090

Only a year old, St. Basil 
church as it appeared in 1903. It 
would later burn down, in 1921, 
from unknown causes.

          — St. Basil

We welcome story ideas and new writers for The Outreach, published every two months.  
Mike McCarthy theoutreacheditor@gmail.com, Cathy Kimbler ckimbler@bangorvikings.org, 
Geralyn Monacelli geralynmonacelli@yahoo.com, Sylvia Verdonk sverdonk4@yahoo.com

In August of 1903, St. Basil parish 
women sold 350 tickets for a big event 
to help pay for their year-old church. 

The St. Basil Bazaar was held at the 
home of one parishioner with a large 
lawn. “The yard was well lighted with 
festoons of Japanese lanterns,” the 
South Haven Sentinel reported. There 
was a candy booth and a “fancy work” 
booth, offering needlework. Donations 
flowed in from South Haven, as well as 
St. Louis and Chicago.

Several men and women performed 
readings. There were two violin solos. 
And one Viola Grace Jackson offered a 
whistling solo.

         Bygone Basil: The ‘Bazaar’ of 1903
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