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                 — St. Basil       
On the Holy Spirit

A Look at Fr. Jim’s Heirlooms at the Altar

THEOUTREACH 
            St. Basil Catholic Church                                          South Haven, Michigan

Recalling His Dearly Departed

Priests typically have a personal 
chalice  and  paten,  the  little 
plate  that  the  Communion 
Host  rests  on.  Fr.  Jim Morris, 
celebrating  the  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  his  ordination 
this  year,  also  has  a  personal 
touch beneath his paten.

He has  affixed  family  rings  to 
c o m m e m o r a t e 
loved  ones  who 
have passed on to 
the next life. One 
i s  the  wedding 
r ing  o f  h i s 
grandfather on his 
mother ’s  s ide , 
Joseph. 

Another  is   the 
wedding  ring  of 
h i s  g reat 
grandfather,   Matt, 
Joseph’s father. The inscription 
inside it  says “Matt & Lizzie.” 
It  also  inscribes  the  year  of 
their  wedding—’89—meaning 
1889 .  The  th i rd  r ing  i s  a 
combination  of  his  mother’s 
engagement  ring  and  wedding 

ring, which she was wearing the 
day she died.  Fr.  Jim 
later had its diamond 
removed and set in a 
lapel-pin  cross  that 
he  wears  at  special 
family events, such as 
the  wedding  of  his 
nephe w  that  he 
presided  over  last 
October. 

“ It ’s  s ymbol ic  o f 
having Mom and Dad 
present there,” Fr. Jim 

says.  The  engagement  ring 
under  the  paten  itself  now 
holds a fake stone. 

At Mass, when he has the paten 
raised,  Fr.  Jim  says,  “I  try  to 
touch the rings.”

Hunting 
truth is no 
easy task; we 
must look 
everywhere 
for its tracks.

“

“

The underside of Fr. Jim’s paten
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      A Raffle That Could Snowball Into Millions

By Colleen Coddington  
 
Anyone involved in Catholic schools 
knows how important fundraisers are 
to the advancement of the school. 
 
Here at St. Basil we are a vibrant and 
growing school that has the highest 
enrollment it has had in years. As a 
result,  we  are  always  looking 
for  d i f fe rent  ways  to 
fundraise,  and  this  is  where 
the “Queen of Hearts” raffle 
comes into play.  
 
The idea for this raffle came 
from the  success  of  several 
Chica go -area  Catho l i c 
schools  that  saw incredible 
returns. St. Cajetan School, 
located  on  Chica go ’s 
southwest  side,  last  year 
had its  jackpot reach $2.6 
million, half of which went 
to the school.  
 
The  raffle  is  set  up  as  a 
50/50 progressive  raffle  with  weekly 
drawings.  There  is  a  board  with  54 
cards (a full deck plus the two jokers) 
numbered  and  placed  in  sealed 
envelopes. 
 
When you purchase tickets, you will 
choose a number that is available on 
the  board.  Tickets  are  $1  each  and 
sold  daily  at  Su  Casa  Restaurante, 
206  Center  Street,  with  drawings 

each Thursday at 5 p.m. If your ticket 
is  drawn,  then  the  number  you’ve 
chosen will be revealed on the board.  
 
If it’s the Queen of Hearts, you’ve hit 
the  jackpot.  The  pot  is  then  split 
with the winner taking half, and half 
going to the school. If the Queen of 
Hearts  is  not  revealed,  then all  the 

t ickets  f rom  that 
week are pitched, 
and the pot rolls 
over.  
 
On Thursday, June 
20,  after  weekly 
drawings  that 
began  in  ea r l y 
April, the 
Queen of 
H e a r t s 
surfaced, 
and  the 
l u c k y 
w i n n e r 
was  Terry 
Fr a n k l i n , 
who  won 

half  the  jackpot  of  $3,375. 
The  St.  Basil  School  Boosters  have 
decided  to  take  the  other  $1687.50 
share to fund the pot to roll over and 
start again. 
 
Please  come join  us  on  a  Thursday 
evening  and  he lp  suppor t  the 
fantastic school we have here at St. 
Basil!              

After a Quick Win, School Boosters Reshuffle Deck, Plan a Do-Over

A $2.6 Million 
Jackpot at 
St. Cajetan 
School in 
Chicago 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After Two Years, Confirmation Day Arrives 

Twenty-nine young 
parishioners completed 
their two-year program of 
study and celebrated their 
Confirmation in May. 

Text and Photo by April Filbrandt  

Family Life: Larry’s wife is Kitty Girard and 
together they have three children; Drew, Kate, 
and Kevin.They also have seven grandchildren, 
with whom Larry loves spending 
time.

Larry  grew  up  in  Escanaba, 
Michigan,  attended  St.  Joseph 
Par i sh  and  schoo l ,  and 
graduated  from  Holy  Name 
Central in 1968. 

Favorite place in St. Basil: The seat directly 
in  front  of  the  St.  Joseph  statue.  He  enjoys 
saying a personal prayer and lighting a candle.  
 
Hobby: photography. 

A favorite  thought:  “The 
saints  are  there,  encouraging 
you,  praying  for  you,  and 
cheering you on, like a crowd 
on its feet to cheer you as you 
rush into the stadium.”  —Dr. 
Allen Hunt  

People of the Parish: Larry Girard
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   Dear Fellow Parishioners:

We are open to story ideas, and new 
writers, for The Outreach, published 
every two months. Please reach out 
to us at:

Mike McCarthy          theoutreacheditor@gmail.com 
Cathy Kimbler            ckimbler@bangorvikings.org  
Geralyn Monacelli      geralynmonacelli@yahoo.com 
Sylvia Verdonk            sverdonk4@yahoo.com

St. Basil Catholic Church 
513 Monroe Boulevard 
South Haven, MI 49090

2000px-TK_email_icon.svg.png (PNG Image, 2000 × 2000 pixe... https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/50/...

1 of 1 7/10/17, 5:15 PM

St. Basil Catholic School is holding a 
‘Queen of Hearts’ Fundraiser.  Similar 

raffles have raised millions. Story inside. 

Have your child color the card, mail it to us, and 
we’ll reproduce them in a forthcoming issue. 

Mail to: The Outreach Editor, St. Basil Catholic 
Church, 513 Monroe Blvd., South Haven, MI 49090

 For the Kids to Color

    Name of Colorist and Age
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