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— St. Basil   

Quoted by Gregory Nazianzen,  

‘Eulogy of Basil the Great, Oration’     

THEOUTREACH 
            St. Basil Catholic Church                                          South Haven, Michigan

       A Raffle, and Prayers Answered
By Terry Franklin 
 
The Bible is filled with over 3,000 
of  God’s  promises  for  his  people 
to apply in their everyday journey 
with Him. Luke 6:38 states, “Give 
and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you, 
good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together.  For the measure 
that you use, it will be measured to 
you.” It is one of my favorites, one 
that  has  played out  in  my life  in 
many surprising ways. The “Queen 
of  Hearts”  raffle,  formed to  raise 
money  for  St.  Basil  Catholic 
School,  became  one  of  those 
surprises!  I  had  no  intention  of 
playing the raffle.  I have no kids 
in school. No parking for Su Casa, 
where the raffle is held. They open 
late, etc. But a “still,  small voice” 
in  my  head  said, 
Do  it.  I  ignored 
that ,  and 
rationalized:  my 
small  donations 
would  not  help 
much  anyway. 
But again—Do it. 
Do  your  part.—
came  into  my 
head. So, I did so 
weekly.
Meanwhile ,  my 
25-year-old central 

air conditioner 
had  d ied . 
Most  of  the 
estimates  to 
replace it were 
ridiculous.  

Given  my 
fixed  income, 
p a n i c k i n g 
sounded like a 
good  idea . 
Ins tead ,  I 
g rabbed  my 
go-to  book  of 
God’s promises and just read until I 
could let go and give this situation 
back to Him. I  made a call  to get 
the new AC installed. A couple days 
later,  my phone rings and there’s  a 
person  from  St.  Basil  Boosters 

telling me I had won the “Queen 
of  Hearts”  raffle!  (The  winnings 
were half the jackpot of $3,375.) I 
barely  heard  the  rest  of  the 
message.  I  could  not  believe  it. 
The  amount  would  pay  a  huge 
chunk of my AC bill.  I  hung up 
the phone, saying to myself, “No 
way!”  Quickly  I  remembered,  of 
course, there is a “way.” His! Luke 
6:38.

“

“

Special thanks to Isaac and Julius 
Filbrandt for their artwork.

The human 
being is an 
animal who 
has received 
the vocation 
to become 
God.
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      A History of Funeral Lunches

By Dottie Brzezinski 

One  of  the  most  important  ministries 
under Christian Services is  funeral meals. 
Our main object is to help families at this 
sad and stressful time. The family and their 
guests have a familiar and friendly place to 
gather and share a comforting meal.

In  the  past,  as  far  as  records  show, 
Rosemary  Nelson  started  the  meals,  and 
lead them from 1973 until 1982. Following 
her  was  Mary  Wiatrowski,  1982  to  1991. 
Rosemary Wood and Marilyn Koller took 
turns for the next two years, 1992 to 1994. 

I  volunteered to take over the service in 
January  1995.  I  wanted  to  carry  on  the 
tradition  of  serving  a  full  and  diversified 
meal, one for any taste or diet.

I knew I would need a lot of help. So, I put 
together a regular team of ladies. We would 
try to serve at all the meals. Irene Thaler, 
who was eighty at the time, was the first to 
sign up. She had helped Mary Wiatrowski 
and  wanted  to  help  me.  Two  of  our 
neighbors,  Bea  DeGrandchamp  and 
Audrey  Robinson,  joined  us,  followed  by 
Irene Wyszinski.  These  ladies  would stay 
on for about 10 years and rarely missed a 
turn. They also brought food.

We  also  needed  extra  help  for  large 
funerals,  or  if  a  substitute  was  needed. 
Luckily,  many volunteers  helped over the 
years.  I  wish I  could name them all.  No 
one  ever  left  the  team  except  for  age, 
health, or because they had to move away. 

My  first  team started  to  dwindle  due  to 
health or  age,  and new volunteers  signed 
up.  Barb  Wozniak  started  in  2006, 

followed by Carole 
Peter son ,  Joan 
Smith,  Mary  Ann 
Hutson  and 
Marlene  Labadie. 
They  became  my 
ne w,  ded icated 
team.  Two  ladies, 
Merna Llorens and 
Nancy  Vi l ims , 
helped  clean  up, 

and  pack  food 
for the families.

I  also  want  to 
honor  the  many 
women  who 
brought  all  the 

wonderful food, made 
by their  hands and from their  hearts.  I’d 
like to mention one more, John Robinson, 
who  brought  the  baked  beans  for  every 
funeral from January 1994 until 2002, until 
illness prevented him from doing so. And 
then Mary Ann Antrim took over, until she 
moved to Montana.

Many  others  would  bring  certain  foods 
they liked to  make,  making things  easier 
for  me.  Both  of  my  teams  also  brought 
food for  all  the  meals  they  worked at.  I 
honor all these women for their loyalty and 
dedication.  Their  willingness  to  help  was 
awesome. If it weren’t for them, I couldn’t 
have lasted for 22 years. 

When I retired in 2017, all  of my second 
team was  still  with  me.  That’s  loyalty!  I 
appreciated the friendly atmosphere when 
we were together and actually was sad to 
give it up. God bless them all.Thank you 
to Arlene Campbell and now Cindy Krupp, 
who volunteered to take over.

Memories of Parishioners Who Served Meals, from Their Treasured, Longtime Leader

Dottie led teams serving 
funeral lunches for an 
amazing 22 years.
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A Quiet Corner for Reconciliation

Text and Photo by April Filbrandt  

The family: Margaret Torres and José 
Alcauter, with their son, James Alcauter, 6. 
Back row: Son Diego Torres, 16; daughter, 
Rebecca Torres, 14, and her best friend, 
Evelyn Russell, 15. 

Their history: José and Margaret were 
both raised Catholic. He grew up in 
Chicago; she in Grand Rapids. They live in 
South Haven, and they have been in this 

area for nine 
years.  
 
They have been 
attending St. Basil 
for a little over a 
year. Margaret is a 
stay-at-home 
Mom, and José is 
a truck driver. 
They refer to 
Evelyn as their 
“adopted” 
daughter because 
she is always with their own daughter, 
Rebecca.  You can find them at the 11 a.m. 
Sunday Mass, front row, south side.

People of the Parish 
The Torres-Alcauter Family

Confessions are 
heard in the 
northeast corner 
of the church on 
Saturdays, 4 to 
4:30 p.m., or by 
appointment with 
Fr. Jim.



Ordinary Time September/October 2019

   Dear Fellow Parishioners:

We are open to story ideas, and new 
writers, for The Outreach, published 
every two months. Please reach out 
to us at:

Mike McCarthy          theoutreacheditor@gmail.com 
Cathy Kimbler            ckimbler@bangorvikings.org  
Geralyn Monacelli      geralynmonacelli@yahoo.com 
Sylvia Verdonk            sverdonk4@yahoo.com

St. Basil Catholic Church 
513 Monroe Boulevard 
South Haven, MI 49090

2000px-TK_email_icon.svg.png (PNG Image, 2000 × 2000 pixe... https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/50/...

1 of 1 7/10/17, 5:15 PM

Primarily using satellite cameras, Google Earth 
produces interesting visuals from on high. This is a bird ’s eye 
view of our church and school.

 A View from the Heavens
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