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Reflection by Rev. Leonard Peterson 
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We all remember—perhaps fondly—those multiple choice tests we had to take from time to time during our school 
days.  If we knew our subject, we could whiz through the test and finish well below the allotted time. If we were not 
so knowledgeable, there was always the chance we took with an educated guess. Those educated gambles came 
with many a mark we ultimately made with our number two pencil. 

As a many years veteran of high school teaching and a few more in colleges, my job entailed the composition of 
such tests.  While they were easy to grade they were hard to create.  The “almost but not quite correct” answers 
were particularly challenging to devise.  My “Track one” grade-hungry bright kids often made good arguments for 
their answers as opposed to the preferred one.  Of course, most of the time they lost their appeal. 

One lesson those tests taught was the power of good decision-making.  As their elder, I knew my students would 
inevitably have to face heftier decisions in life beyond the classroom.  They would relearn that decisions have 
consequences.  So much of life precludes having multiple choices.  Many times there is only one. 

A person does not have to delve too deeply into the pages of the gospels to learn that Jesus always wanted His 
disciples to be decisive.  Today’s passage from Luke is a case in point.  Jesus has, so to speak, “put all His cards 
on the table.”  And He does so for three “wannabes” among the crowd.  He tells these three persons in turn that 
following Him will make, in the first case, what foxes and birds have for homes will look luxurious by comparison 
with any of the roadside camps He will be using.  He also tells two other people that His work will have to take 
priority even over family obligations.  The latter is still true today. 

All of this captures the meaning of what is meant by “living by the Spirit” that St. Paul writes about to his Gala-
tians.  Discipleship calls one to be quite decisive when opportunity comes knocking.  We read this weekend about 
Elijah the prophet making his decision.  He obeys the Lord when he throws his cloak over Elisha, making the mat-
ter of his successor closed. 

Obviously then, there is no place for “fence sitting” in this matter of living our lives with Jesus at the center.  The 
old Harvey Cox quote “Not to decide is to decide” is perennial in this case as well as so many others. 

Of course, not all our decisions in other areas will be wise or even welcome.  Take the case of “Harry the 
Hunter.”  Some friends who went deer hunting separated into pairs for the day.  And that night one hunter re-
turned alone, staggering under an eight-point buck.  “Where’s Harry?” asked another hunter.  “Oh, he fainted a 
couple of miles up on the trail,” Harry’s partner answered.  “And you left him lying there all alone and carried the 
deer back?”  “Yes it was a tough call,” said the hunting partner, “but I figure no one’s going to steal Harry.”  

 

MASS INTENTIONS: Robert Orange 

Monday: Gn 18:16-33; Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 8-9, 10-11; Mt 8:18-22 
Tuesday: Gn 19:15-29; Ps 26:2-3, 9-10, 11-12; Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday: Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29  
Thursday: Gn 22:1b-19; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Mt 9:1-8 
Friday: Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67; Ps 106:1b-2, 3-4a, 4b-5; Mt 9:9-13 
Saturday: Gn 27:1-5, 15-29; Ps 135:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mt 9:14-17  19; 24:1-8, 62-67; Ps 106:1b-2, 3-4a, 4b-
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Parish Giving: 

2019 Annual Appeal: Goal: $13,596.00   

Pledged: $2,500.00 Received: $1,230.00 

We Are Living Stones Capital Campaign: 

Goal: $145,484.00 Pledged: $61,140.00  

Received: $340,090.79 

Our share after meeting tithing goal of 

$12,000.00:  14,045.00 

 

Please keep the following parish family members and friends in your prayers: 

 Francena Thomas, Beverly Chestnut, William Moore, Nathaniel McDougald, Irene Gaynor, Pearl Hardy, John Lott,  Connie Mo-

ses, Deneen Dorsey, Carol Jones, Julia Hunt-Walker, Mildred Hamm, Elizabeth Gaines, Alicia Brown,  Ellen Stuckey, Shirley Con-

nell, Harold Wilson, James Holloway, Dolores Sanders, Bessie Johnson, Gordon Gladden, Adela Buccilli, Lourdes Ithier, Robert 

Orange, Aaron Anderson, Theresa Garner, Bennie Fields, Pat Edomy, Valerie Thomas-Floyd, Davey Bogar, Harriet Donald, Wan-

daManning,RobertaBrown, Sharon Massey, Michael J.R. Coates, Claude Hunt, Carolyn K. Rice, Verdena Johnson, Aurora Cur-

ry, Elissa Hairston, Valerie Lewis-Mosley, Renade Bigbie, Janie Jackson, Aaron Hairston, Verdell Moses-Boyd, Dad Mallard, Di-

ane Weems, Katherine Graham, Eleanor Mixson,  Kadeem Carson, Velma Smith Ingram, Ruth Ann Watkins, Rochelle Brown, 

Anna Marie Mosley, Miya Enix, Minnie Johnson, Shirley West.  God of mercy ease the suffering of those on our prayer list. 

Comfort them in their various illnesses. Please give them courage, patience and hope. In their times of loneliness assure 

them of our love and prayers. 

Date   

June 29 Ann Warren  

June 30 Anthony Oparaji Rosemary Nwabueze 

July 6 Mabel Hawkins  

July 7 Nia Oparaji Oluwadunbarin Balogun 

July 13 Ann Warren  

July 14 Alan Lee Monica Harwell 

July 20 Mabel Hawkins  

July 21 Lois Salley Yvonne Bailey 

Date   

June 29 Mabel Hawkins  

June 30 Shirley West Janise Battle 

July 6 Ann Warren  

July 7 Jeanette Daniels Eugene Mosley 

July 13 Mabel Hawkins  

July 14 Patrice Maina Yolanda Jackson 

July 20 Ann Warren  

July 21 Iris Jones Cecelia Faulks 

Lectors 
Eucharistic Ministers 

Reflections from Cardinal Tobin:  

 
“For you were called to freedom, brothers, and sisters.  But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for 
the flesh; rather serve one another through love.” (Galatians 5:13) 

We like to celebrate the fact that we are free to “live the good life.”  But Jesus calls us to a different kind 
of  freedom.  St. Paul reminds us that Jesus sets us free so that we can serve one another, share our gifts, 
and promote God’s work here on earth to glorify his name and not honor ourselves. 

Sunday Collection 

                         6/16/2019                   Y-T-D 

Collected               2,494.00               116,403.00 

Budget    2,500.00   130,000.00 

Difference        (6.00)   (13,591.00) 

If you have not yet made a pledge to 
the Sharing God’s Blessings Annual 
Appeal, there is still time.  Please 
complete a pledge envelope and drop 
it in the collection basket, or bring it 
to the parish office.  If you have al-
ready made a contribution, Thank 
you. 
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Mission Statement of Christ the King Roman Catholic Church 

It is our mission that all are welcomed, every race, creed, and color. 

To reach out to everyone within our community with love, respect, hospitality, and support. 

To worship in a manner which is consistent with our African-American Heritage and culture. 

To involve ourselves in building up our community, by confronting areas of racial, social and economic 
injustice. 

To embrace our youth, understand their needs, nurture them and ensure that the youth are in integral part of 
our parish. 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

Celebrations are held seasonally. Parents should contact 

the pastor to set up an appointment. Parents and godparents 

are invited to our baptismal preparation program. 

The Sacrament of Marriage 

Couples considering marriage are expected to make 

arrangements with the pastor one year in advance. All 

couples are welcome to our marriage preparation program. 

Parish Membership 

Christ the King is a parish that welcomes all. Every member of 

the parish is expected to be involved in stewardship of time, 

talent, and treasure and one of the church ministries. Anyone 

needing offering envelopes should contact the rectory. 

Christian Formation 

Inquiry classes into Catholic faith, RCIA formation for adults 

seeking full membership in the Catholic Church are held in the 

rectory. For more information please contact Fr. Mino  for 

meeting times. 

 PARISH INFORMATION  

Reporting Sexual Abuse Information 

 

The Archdiocese takes very seriously any and all allegations of sexual misconduct by any member of the clergy, Religious and lay 

staff of the Archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform us immediately so that 

we may take appropriate actions to protect others and provide support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and 

Youth Protection at (201) 407-3256 

Mable Hawkins Alan Lee 
Patrice Maina Beauty Muswema 

Rosemary Nwabueze Kimberly Robertson 

Devon Roland Charles Simmons 

Eleanor Simmons   

Marjorie Boyer-Ware Donna Boyer-Lender 

Eugene Mosley Diana Maina 

Christina Wooten Verdena Johnson 

Alma Burnett Anthony Ngaojia 

Yolanda Jackson   
Trustees: Mrs. Verdena Johnson 

 Ms. Christina Wooten 

Christ the King Roman Catholic Church 
 

 

 

 

Pastoral Council 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance  Committee 

 

Sacred Music Ministry 

Director, Henry Rawls: Adults 

Michelle Adolphus: Children and Youth 
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Men’s Prayer Group will  meet Sundays following Mass. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration in the Rectory Chapel at 6:30PM Wednesday. 

Bible Study  meets after Eucharistic Adoration in the Rectory  at 7:30 . 

Monthly Eucharistic Adoration follows the first Saturday evening Mass. 

FYI: Any announcements made from the pulpit  must 

be submitted in writing  to Rosemary Nwabueze by 

the prior Tuesday. All events must be approved by 

the Pastoral Council prior to advertisement in the 

parish and publishing in the bulletin.   

Mark your calendar:  the 2nd Friday of every month is  

                          KARAOKE! 

JULY   12   6-9 pm 

Invite your friends.  It’s good, clean, free, 

fun! 

Bring your needles and knit! 

Meet in the rectory on  

Wednesday at 10 am. 

LUNCH PROGRAM 

July 15-AUGUST 19  11:30-2:00 

AGES 5 AND UP 

FOOD, CRAFTS, GAMES       Volunteers needed. Contact the rectory for more  

Information. 

.Youth Ministry is seeking monetary donations for    

September  6, 2019  3-6 p.m. 

Youth and Family  

Resource Fair 

Please join us for  informational activities.   Rising Tide Capital, Women Rising, Community Food 

Bank and other organizations will be represented.  Back to school care packages  will be distributed. 

Contact Patrice Maina or the Ann Warren in the rectory for more information. 


