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                                                    D I O C E S A N    P R O - L I F E    N O T E S 

Pro-Life Office    
 
-Bishop’s Pro-Life Youth Mass and Pilgrim Blessing, 5:00 PM, January 14 

All are welcome to our annual Pro-Life Youth Mass at Prince of Peace Church in Kearney to pray for those 
who will never know the beauty of Life. It is Saturday, Jan 15 at 5:00 PM.  The Celebrant is Most Rev. 
Joseph G. Hanefeldt. A special pilgrimage blessing  will be given to the students traveling to the March for 
Life in Washington DC.  Pizza will be served after Mass.  Hear from students who have already attended 
the March for Life Pilgrimage as they share their stories of how their pilgrimage experience brought them 
closer to God.   
 
Sponsors are Prince of Peace Pro-Life and Youth Ministries, and the Diocese of Grand Island’s Youth and 
Young Adult and Pro-Life Offices.  
 
-Pro-Life Youth Pilgrimage to March for Life in Washington DC 
Please pray for our adult sponsors and students for safe travels, and most importantly  to change the 
hearts and minds in our youth to respect and honor the dignity of life. We have 22 students and 6 adults 
registered for the pilgrimage to participate in the March on January 20.  They depart January 17 and return 
January 22.  Eric Heckman is the lead for the Diocese and has done a wonderful job in organizing and 
planning the event.  Thank you to Eric for all your time and efforts in organizing and planning the 
pilgrimage.  

 
-Bishop to Lead Holy Hour for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children at Cathedral, January 22 
January 22 is the  "Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children”. In all the Dioceses of the 
United States, January 22 (or January 23, when January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall be observed as a 
particular day of prayer for the full restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance for 
violations to the dignity of the human person committed through acts of abortion. Please make a special 
effort to provide prayers and petitions for the protection of the unborn on January 23 in your churches and 
schools. Bishop Hanefeldt will lead a Holy Hour at the Cathedral on January 22 from 3:00 to 4:00 PM to 
pray for the unborn children.  All are invited. 
 

 
-Bishop Golka Celebrates Holy Innocents Mass on Dec 28  
We were blessed to have Bishop Golka celebrate Mass with us 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral.   The attendance was great, and the 
Mass was very uplifting.  We continue to send prayers with love 
and hope to all the Innocents that have died from the preborn to 
the aged.  We encourage you to consider hosting a Healing 
Mass next year at your parish for the Innocents. Call the office 
and we can assist you with the planning.   
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-Pro-Life Youth Art and Essay Contests Start  
The Culture of Life Art Contest Application is being emailed today and is also available online.  
Pro-Life Youth Essay Contest Themes are being determined so Applications will be emailed and 
available soon. 
 
-9 Days for Life Novena, January 19-27 
This Message is for all our Pastors and Parish/School Pro-Life Coordinators: The 9 Days for Life Novena 
starts Thursday, January 19. I am respectfully requesting that you pray the abbreviated version of the 
Novena after all your Masses at your parishes/schools from Jan 19 to Jan 27. The Novena  is attached and 
is posted on our web page. For more resources and the Spanish version, go to: 
https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-for-life.  Thank you for all you do and for your prayers to protect human 
life. 
 
-Pro-Life Events and Activities in your Catholic Community 
 

Advent Baby Shower. Sts. Peter and Paul in St. Paul held an advent baby 
shower for Collage in Grand Island. The parish community was very generous 
with their giving.  Items collected included diapers, baby blankets, wipes, 
lotion, and clothes for babies and mothers in need. 
 
Sts. Peter & Paul also started off their new religious education semester with 
supper and ‘A Post-Roe presentation’ by John O’Neill, from SFLA.  Students, 
grades 5-11, received great ideas when engaging in abortion dialog.  He gave 
suggestions of ‘science and reason’ along with ‘philosophy based reasons’ to 
use in supporting why abortion is wrong.  He shared how ‘listening to the other 
persons point of view’ is key to letting them know that you too care about those 

who are in ‘less than ideal’ pregnancy situations. Listening to their point of view first, before presenting any 
of yours, is necessary to open, fruitful dialog.   
 
 
 
Shoot 4 Life Members make donation of $2500 to  
Bishop Joseph Hanefeldt to support Pro-Life activities. 
Robert Nordhues, Francis Sindelar, James Kurtenbach, Bishop 
Hanefeldt, Dennis Beran (L to R) 
 
 
 
Please send us information about your upcoming or past events, especially photos.   We will try to 
publicize in our Pro-Life Notes and/or our webpage(s). Thanks for all your support. 
 
 

Nebraska Catholic Conference  
By Tom Venzor, January 04 
 
The Capitol is abuzz as the first day of the 108th Nebraska Legislature is underway. 
During this "long session" lasting 90 days, the Legislature will be addressing many critical issues, 
including abortion, education funding, religious liberty, poverty prevention, assistance to migrants, and 
school safety, to name a few. 
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The NCC is working hard to promote solutions to the complex problems we face today. But we cannot 
succeed without your help. 
In the coming weeks, be on the lookout for the following: 

1.  Action Alerts. This is how we'll communicate by email and text when your voice is needed most 
to impact key legislative votes. See our first Action Alert below! 
2.  Capitol Update. We'll deliver content that affects the Catholic and public spheres. This includes 
local and national news, public policy updates from the NCC, invitations to special events, and more. 
3. The Legislative Minute.  Each week, a member of the NCC will provide a recap of the action in 
the legislature in a one-minute video. View the first one here! 
4. Mark your calendar for Catholics at the Capitol. Make your voice heard at our annual advocacy 
day at the Capitol on Wednesday, April 12th. 

There are a few things you can do right now. First, follow us on Facebook and Instagram. Second, take 
part in our first campaign of the session and say hello to your state senator! The opening days of the 
legislature are the perfect time to introduce yourself and your priorities to your state senator. 
 
Finally, pray, pray, pray for the staff at the NCC, our government officials, our state, and our nation, that we 
promote the good of all people for the glory of God! We look forward to another monumental session with 
you.  
 
P.S. We look forward to seeing you at the Pro-Life Mass on Saturday, January 28. Learn more on our 
Facebook event page.   
  
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 

-Respect Life. March. Solemnity of the Annunciation, March 25 
Now is the time to start planning in your parish/school for the next Respect Life event.   Go to this site for 
the action guide and to watch the parish webinar.   https://www.respectlife.org/action-guides 
 

-U.S. Bishops’ Pro-Life Chairman Denounces FDA Action on Chemical Abortion Pill 
News Release, January 06, 2024.   View this release on the USCCB website. 
 
 

Calendar of Events    
                                                                           
Jan. 14          5:00 PM, Bishop’s Pro-Life Youth Mass and Pilgrim Blessing, Prince of Peace, Kearney 
Jan 19-27   9 Days for Life Novena  https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-for-life  
Jan. 20 March for Life, Washington DC. 
Jan. 22 3:00 PM, Bishop’s Holy Hour for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children, Cathedral   
Jan. 23 Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of the Unborn https://www.respectlife.org/january-

22#.org 
Jan. 27 Nebraska Walk for Life Gala, Lincoln  https://nebraskarighttolife.ticketspice.com/2023 
Jan. 28 Pro-Life Mass and Nebraska Walk for Life, Lincoln  
Feb. 18 9:00 AM, Pro-Life Coffee, Riverside Golf Club, Grand Island.  
Mar 4 9:30 AM, West Nebraska Pro-Life Conference, North Platte.  Bishop Golka, Mass Celebrant 

and Keynote Speaker.  
Mar 25           5:00 PM, Annunciation Mass and Blessing for Expectant Mothers, Sts. Peter & Paul, St. Paul 
Apr. 12 SAVE THE DATE.  Catholics at the Capitol, Lincoln 
 
For the most the up to date list of events, click on the link above or go to:  https://gidiocese.org/prolife 
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