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Transitional Deacon Ordination Takes Place in Rome 
Bishop Hanefeldt presided at the ordination of sixteen new deacons at the Altar of the Chair in St. Peter's 
Basilica on October 2.  Among them was Deacon Noah Huddleston of St. James Parish, Kearney.  
Deacon Noah will spend his final year of seminary formation preparing for the priesthood. Please keep all 
the newly ordained Deacons in your prayers.  Bishop Hanefeldt's homily is here  

 

 

Newly ordained Deacon Noah Huddleston of the Diocese of Grand Island assists Bishop Hanefeldt at Mass in St. Peter's in Rome. 
(October 2, 2025.  Image Source: EWTN Live.) 
 

https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/TL9aLjdEFNTCeNEZeGgrKQ
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Pro-Life Office   

-Respect Life Month-Novena Oct 22-30 
The Respect Life Month Novena will be posted by 7 a.m. (Eastern) October 22-30 on the USCCB's social 
media. We encourage you to share the daily novena posts from these accounts:  Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/usccb; X (formerly Twitter): https://x.com/usccb; Instagram (stories): 
https://www.instagram.com/usccb/; Threads: https://www.threads.com/@usccb 

Additionally, we offer an abbreviated version of the Novena, suggested for use after daily Mass. Here are 
the links: English  Spanish 
 
Graphics and pre-written sample announcements are available in English and Spanish to help parishes, 
schools, and dioceses promote the Respect Life Month Novena. 
 

-Students for Life-Called Initiative 
• Pro-life lesson plans for classrooms and youth ministry   
• Guest speakers on pro-life issues, who are trained to teach in a Catholic setting  
• Event-In-a-Box kits (EIBs), including an EIB dedicated to Respect Life Month. 

 
Contact Jordan Moorman jmoorman@studentsforlife.org  O: 540.834.4600. C: 812-212-1766 
 

-Life Chain  
The North Platte Catholic High School Students really showed up to support Life!  Great job! 
 

 

https://www.gidiocese.org/pro-life
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMAFTuXu8YGLOqj7C_OXUNPNSJmdAKgYthX5OqfBXKN7IDkvCMt-gfpFwSO9FLHhRVlch4vA2Nz8eQnDI104fQISYDbeHqjD7UR4GqPV7dDd5fE_SvjT8KryAaA7jy_1Gds2HgvJYZ40IxNgjMcpFuQw=&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMHk_IRPkKfbOGbzfZ8RpoP-7dWgItPJW0tqG90z1BwHmngeGlWmflFopULZe8RquV9xynvdnxI1eN9EvxM-6G2dj-EF3HWBdq3SeKlGj7TbR&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMKTXgQgT2GczW-lt00nJY4URF-5mIqFZe1GGaRYalnGIn6UY7Cwf94Xu-5tKL42zaTqFAa66DTM7YO8Ow_W5euBWVkgZ1DpGoA==&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMKM5REXoCQJFjwSP3VCL5gqAWGGoJ6pmFGSi-Mlmd4DIYZBfq-nTjPCD9NBFxfR--ECg-wMDPz7h3QRS7DqHxIi-gR0eIVil14tiSGMUCnCUrXpw87I2JSU=&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMN4gJkI6NLB-9EC39Yka3Xm6HoTbvVvUuFKxsURHNLixZcNqb5fWLo1ILvFh_ago_3ldguJ5CZ54nNI2CNpl00WpYDWXSV2zFwRu9Nt82537&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
file:///C:/Users/frontdesk.GIDIOCESE/OneDrive%20-%20Diocese%20of%20Grand%20Island/Respect%20Life/RL%20GID%20Novena%20English%202025%20final.pdf
file:///C:/Users/frontdesk.GIDIOCESE/OneDrive%20-%20Diocese%20of%20Grand%20Island/Respect%20Life/RL%20GID%20Novena%20Spanish%202025%20final.pdf
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMKTXgQgT2GcznubQB4kR-_fGA_qW2LKMWUU5yRwP5rYk9lhCWH9KMQH7puUPMLxsgSwpjTWX3mepUy6Frxm2hWsB1CIbf4-zLJzaE-P9y3jcvhKbAXeR1PPUFe-LwWGnCtYZd8TfVWlQhW3CsuuyAg5Qlf0J8_Sp5wLMBt-ePV21&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMAFTuXu8YGLOqj7C_OXUNPNSJmdAKgYthX5OqfBXKN7IDkvCMt-gfpFwSO9FLHhRVlch4vA2Nz8eQnDI104fQISYDbeHqjD7UR4GqPV7dDd5fE_SvjT8KryAaA7jy_1GdlX7p95Yx4JJ_nOwgK7eC8s=&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://www.studentsforlifehq.com/Called
https://www.studentsforlifehq.com/freetraining
https://www.studentsforlifehq.com/eventinabox
mailto:jmoorman@studentsforlife.org
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National Pro-Life Chalk Day 
Across the country, students like YOU will be hitting the sidewalks to expose the truth about abortion, to 
memorialize the lives lost, and demand justice for the voiceless. Individuals, CCD classes, PL SFL youth, 
and College Campus ministries who want to participate should register by Monday, October 13th, at 12 
PM ET to receive a FREE Chalk Day Kit.    Prizes will be awarded.  Get more information and register 
here.  Also, please send photos of your artwork to frontdesk@gidiocese.org. 
 

Nebraska Catholic Conference                                                                                                                         
 

 -The Capitol Update 
Last week marked a huge milestone for Tom Venzor, who celebrated 10 years at the Nebraska Catholic 
Conference (NCC)! In his weekly diocesan newspaper column, Tom reflected on what he calls his “dream 
job” as a vocation of bringing Catholic social teaching to the public square. Tom first discovered the NCC 
while in law school and immediately knew he wanted to work there "when he grew up." After a winding 
journey, including time in the seminary for the Archdiocese of Omaha, God’s providence brought him back 
to the NCC, and soon after, he became the Executive Director. In his words: “I have, by the grace of God, 
never had a day when I didn’t want to go to work. This is my dream job! 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          
 
                     
                  Tom Venzor, with his daughters, rallying for Heartbeat Bill on the Nebraska State Capitol Steps. 
                                                           (Image Source:  Nebraska Catholic Conference) 
 

September 25, 2025, I’m Ten Years Old!, by Tom Venzor   
September 29, 2025, I’m Ten Years Old, Part Deux!, by Tom Venzor 

 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops  
 
-Moral Hierarchy of Life  
Bishop Thomas spoke with OSV News on Respect Life Month, the preeminence of abortion in the moral 
hierarchy, the decision of Senator Durbin not to receive the Keep Hope Alive award, and Pope Leo XIV's 
recent comments.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:register
mailto:here
https://gidiocese-my.sharepoint.com/personal/frontdesk_gidiocese_org/Documents/PL%20%20Digest%20&%20Notes/frontdesk@gidiocese.org.
https://necatholic.org/
https://necatholic.org/
https://necatholic.org/news-events/the-capitol-update.html/article/2025/09/25/i-m-ten-years-old-
https://necatholic.org/news-events/the-capitol-update.html/article/2025/09/29/i-m-ten-years-old-part-deux-
https://www.usccb.org/prolife
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMN4gJkI6NLB-aQ0Y27DwSHF2DMFYza1iKWeECB0KcGypopawBWe5NbtF-5W5bh1A49OyL-zz_GOQfxecfiUQLtoMarNjUCoGrp8eg4mokRMUWM4SSV5hRpAWNOed6iUkUyu6iCbfJrTHq1zUAbu9bwaaMbLz-KgNPSNjIOUrZb6Hz9Lwg7ZsIIfp9zULAlEaFlWIGaVMTZ3JaQ91mgIIJmvrps5OH42HYNGKLene6-vJDo2Bgb7gG9svis2lc0jGgA==&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
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-Assisted Suicide Update 
Catholic News Agency reported: "The Patients’ Rights Action Fund, which works to 'end the dangerous and 
discriminatory public policy of assisted suicide,' provided an update on current assisted suicide legislation 
in the United States, revealing the deadly practice’s ongoing expansion throughout the country." 
 

-Mental Harm of Abortion 
A study recently published in the International Journal of Women’s Health Care reveals the long-term 
emotional dangers of abortion. It reports that 1 in 4 women suffer serious mental health distress after an 
abortion, challenging the myth that abortion aids mental health. Read the full study here! 
 

-Gender Ideology Document Released 
Most Reverend Daniel Thomas, Bishop of Toledo, recently issued a document entitled The Body Reveals 
the Person: A Catholic Response to the Challenges of Gender Ideology. National Catholic Register reports 
that it draws on "Scripture, theology, philosophy and social sciences to present Church teaching in a form 
the bishop said he hopes is 'readable, digestible, accessible, and charitable.'" 
 

-Word of Life 
The November 2025 edition of Word of Life is available in English and Spanish. 
 

Walking With Moms in Need    
 
-New Video 
A new, 3-minute, bilingual video features interviews in English and Spanish to help inspire parishes to start 
Walking with Moms in Need. We are excited to provide this additional outreach resource for Spanish-
speaking communities! 
 

-Newsletter 
Here is the most recent newsletter:  Walking with Moms Newsletter: September 2025 
 

Pro-Life Calendar 
Oct. Respect Life Month, USCCB Action Guide https://www.respectlife.org/ 
Oct 11   Health Care Ethics Conference, Creighton University,  convergingroads.com/omaha.  
Oct 12   Respect Life Eucharistic Procession, Cathedral (3:00 PM) 
Oct 22-30  Respect Life Novena,  https://www.respectlife.org/respect-life-month-novena 
Nov 15  White Mass, Catholic Medical Association, Good Samaritan Chapel,  

Kearney (4:00 PM) 
Nov 21-22  Bishops’ PL Banquet and Conference, Lincoln 
Dec 06  Visitation Banquet, UNK SFL Charity Event, Kearney 
Dec 29                     Holy Innocents Mass for Healing, Cathedral  (5:15 PM) Celebrant: Bishop James 
                                Golka (invited) 
Jan-Mar            Pro-Life Youth Art and Essay Contests  https://gidiocese.org/pro-life 
Jan 16-24                9 Days for Life Novena https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-signup. 
Jan 22 Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children,  USCCB Action Guide 

https://www.respectlife.org/ 
Jan 22-23                 National Prayer Vigil for Life https://www.nationalshrine.org/event/2026-national-

prayer-vigil-for-life/ 
Jan 23                      Lifefest www.lifefestrally.com  
Jan 23                      National March for Life in Washington, DC  https://marchforlife.org. 
Jan 30-31                 Nebraska Walk for Life & Gala in Lincoln 

https://nebraskarighttolife.org/?s=NE+WALK+FOR+LIFE 

https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMN4gJkI6NLB-JjEf6zRpZVvuTr5abk228nLS3_tXQo8vp-rwvlEvd5KcEjIB7EqZ3xLJIKJXrpFtp3HspToB9F-gQWro6a9PPPuVca2OT6e4ZMEYWdXK1XSdbJw_2m6opJaPxKUBi7EGwy63BM9TPN3pv4-2IQcJewualPpmQn_OdA2JA3cmjvV1l9wO7rja63UVDgeMYxjPsK6PHG-kRujd_dgTXZ4Fa45Qjpqwu7X4&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMN4gJkI6NLB-3nlBQGQnBR95aAO-Lqc7he57IUD7mzjg09t-qIzLuNvrtcJhZGniENgt9RFgteYEMgffFzPMAEjH_g8faDVZEoOk6g3OPHfDlKu3SO4tBUVYX4xHV8wEAkC0TsFERKBcUng_FVPk1-9PCuEZVf__PE98K62TKx0Zo-_Fw4zenrdEQ6sho7PaRewB4J8W8Giqms7rtZlPINFQixBjiSYBkgDOQAYkOCbj&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMN4gJkI6NLB-6s_Hcgj0yyPa1_jYD8RhJ2UVi0DM2AJcTJSQUpntB7yStn2M215wbrJve1iaPmVh52lrHkQPDVherNtYacXjFs-vvSfamiuAqK448SUoV9V3vGx3Qa0pWozfkh_ice5ukPKSAUvQGaU2az8bRIf8Z2K48zOLj0cqdPnTUPTug2moBMR8fbpOcTvCvAunSwmRAY5limW-6Wo=&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMN4gJkI6NLB-6s_Hcgj0yyPa1_jYD8RhJ2UVi0DM2AJcTJSQUpntB7yStn2M215wbrJve1iaPmVh52lrHkQPDVherNtYacXjFs-vvSfamiuAqK448SUoV9V3vGx3Qa0pWozfkh_ice5ukPKSAUvQGaU2az8bRIf8Z2K48zOLj0cqdPnTUPTug2moBMR8fbpOcTvCvAunSwmRAY5limW-6Wo=&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMN4gJkI6NLB-bFIwY3Q1x5yZEjCJuTGltQBkbhgsgpRUQq9nxIOSmC1ymM3BIXdYqX2DUHyFvMio3tZvyB5HNB9i2aIXLHZl-dVMUG_Jqb82YiVeMPNpWhwE8RFixh1xSR-kx_OIcK-BI64JrTCwxssWgsxHPgWs1EaARBCwOA110iOpqtVuZgQ=&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016CaS6f17LSKbfrZj78zgG2F7AF9HkzMb-NKObSKSd2LUFXujZSjksFpVhl9CzdAA9bTA4AQj8pc5IWfsr95YJVAMBX06GsDcpDOPBdknVG16KGqiH7h6EmqA4cCA5kz3C7zhVYOqM1Q-oXvTL8KoD5wvmN59MJWbCfJTIYghGJWGiEAzSEpUXw3qFjtbMLZ_A3PgB5dsiyQ=&c=IfWKobr9Plp5KwhFahJ_4eUPFEoVzxJPTdDBpjkReSn9yaBsmk58qg==&ch=BjHsh46dijtcpUxRhYwkokeOzLhF2Y6Dq0oCnxWGYnVOk4n8D-iDwA==
http://www.walkingwithmoms.com/
http://www.walkingwithmoms.com/
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMN4gJkI6NLB-7Ulnn88LV_OfqjI0AkcX8VJ6VWGNcqb6bPS7CfHcjqE6l-B8q3DmK8bEbhbt-aWuXts2fnad3sXSSCqIjtqazPVkNbTTiuXbcYMf6XKMIGPtiWH1xsQCLHQ7FXE9O64p&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q61o9nBsqg2495U4zgW92C_-bs0OKsIlnmOBPe5-rb2x_rfQc6vuMLjAY_QtHxC2oHcX71Ye0Y3APGV6S-L6mDDj-YCCVtzSxx_WKAND5YgEHMah3DyNlENNaJ96SSth_R3PUr9goYiaFebuhaQRF1Lw-h1ZLzyN&c=5j3uapWLV61xGlI96u10Np-09bShWaMVpCQJEMDMDarjJ5fGxJDh3Q==&ch=g2S9dOYrZhLuWcq2mq2XFltN6LpyW1FSP363_hxNE8Luy5UF2my8wQ==
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Walking-with-Moms-Newsletter--September-2025.html?soid=1100920568270&aid=kWHyateq4kM
https://www.gidiocese.org/pro-life
https://www.respectlife.org/
https://forlifeandfamily.org/events/cr25-omne/
https://gidiocese.org/pro-life
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A5IXQHYZz7kSjUTU2DKNlXlIpwFMAMNMajMkUhQlHoQFmYZxjwy-CDbsh-92QIMGSAFnvDrcootnD3WQE4FgVqPHhmIdHKmaKXpgU9LRrKh6LPOS0APMuMcDlCacj6LAp8qYZ8xr9x2N5z5d-228pYAdQzOZxr-hlitG89SZU3o=&c=5mQFB7ELfzF4h_RGON83zKDKQNYtETfVTmKMrewhsq2s2nvqN9BfuA==&ch=Ml78MUDQ8xnrMhTCuWt19DFr6fwvt5zZhkYEGpSORNYQVwWytpdPhw==
https://www.respectlife.org/
https://www.nationalshrine.org/event/2026-national-prayer-vigil-for-life/
https://www.nationalshrine.org/event/2026-national-prayer-vigil-for-life/
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A5IXQHYZz7kSjUTU2DKNlXlIpwFMAMNMajMkUhQlHoQFmYZxjwy-CLzaHgF66bXp11Q9_Ll2mp1Sc9tmk1W_NE9YfLzrtKJKv_lgRQ5oeGuH01iLuvUzx7TcH2fIcyDYQNe1CCPfIXhAD_VjEsIcUld7CEHBvLDA&c=5mQFB7ELfzF4h_RGON83zKDKQNYtETfVTmKMrewhsq2s2nvqN9BfuA==&ch=Ml78MUDQ8xnrMhTCuWt19DFr6fwvt5zZhkYEGpSORNYQVwWytpdPhw==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A5IXQHYZz7kSjUTU2DKNlXlIpwFMAMNMajMkUhQlHoQFmYZxjwy-CD1TGhpot-7HK57aZbyw0G1RQi0wI9u74FRgZXb_gkhxe9SORFFwj5ELSE6Yhva9JHNS9hONGryvg7V5XvSvHBZhHiqhP6lh4g==&c=5mQFB7ELfzF4h_RGON83zKDKQNYtETfVTmKMrewhsq2s2nvqN9BfuA==&ch=Ml78MUDQ8xnrMhTCuWt19DFr6fwvt5zZhkYEGpSORNYQVwWytpdPhw==
https://nebraskarighttolife.org/?s=NE+WALK+FOR+LIFE

