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One Heart, One Spirit 

The front of the new formation house 

The New Spiritan Formation House is Open! 
By Daniel Sormani, C.S.Sp. 

MANILA, PHILLIPINES When I saw the hulking ten-ton truck pull up to our rented house I could hardly 
believe it! We were actually going to move into our own Spiritan formation house, some eight years after 
having bought the land and two years after having begun the construction of our two story home with a 
roof deck.  My mind was flooded with all the faces of so many generous people who have been with us in 
this amazing and daunting adventure and who, with God's grace, have made it all possible. 
 
We were still called "The Union of Circumscriptions of East Asia, Spiritans" (then composed of Taiwan, 
Vietnam, and the Philippines, with the Australian superior joining us) when we met in January of 2007 
and unanimously voted to begin a joint Second Cycle Formation Program for Asia, situating it in Metro-
Manila near the Loyola School of Theology, a Jesuit institution regarded as one of the best theological 
institutes in Asia, as well as being just a short commute from seven other theological or religious insti-
tutes.  Since then we have become “The Union of Circumscriptions of Asia and Oceania”, being the union 
of Taiwan, Vietnam, the Philippines, India, and Australia.  
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The Beginning 
 
And so in 2009, three of us arrived to buy land and build a house.  The two newly professed Filipinos and I 
lived first with the Sisters of the Good Shepherd in their guest house for visiting religious.  We shared the 
house with priests and sisters from China, Korea, Japan, India, Vietnam, and of course the Philippines.  I 
was blessed to be taken on by the Ateneo de Manila University to teach Theology, and the two seminari-
ans began their studies at Loyola School of Theology on the same campus.   
 
After a few months the Union of Circumscriptions decided to purchase a plot of land with a small wooden 
house on it in a subdivision right near the university and institute.  So we moved in and the adventures con-

tinued.  
 
The very day the three of us moved 
in, a truck pulled up and started un-
loading twenty-four sturdy mon-
oblock chairs.  I quickly ran out and 
told them there was a mistake; we 
hadn't ordered anything...especially 
considering we were flat broke with-
out an extra peso to our name!  "Fr. 
Daniel??” he inquired.  It turned out 
they were a housewarming present 
from a good friend, one of many 
surprise gifts.  It seemed to be a 
harbinger of everyone's goodness 
towards us.  
 
Our library is especially impressive, 

thanks in a large part to many of our houses in the US. Even seminarians and professors from other com-
munities ask to borrow books from our surprisingly vast collection. And our fellow Spiritans in Taiwan and 
Vietnam and the Philippines also reached out and raised much needed funds to allow the building to 
begin.  Fr. Frédéric worked tirelessly as did many others. The US helped with a gala and various mission 
appeals.   
 
Meanwhile Fr. Duc Luong, C.S.Sp. and newly pro-
fessed Spiritans from Vietnam joined us here in Que-
zon City, part of MetroManila, and began their stud-
ies and shared all their gifts and talents in our inter-
national community.  We live in the parish of "Our 
Lady of Pentecost" and our wonderful bishop, Bishop 
Honesto Ongtiaco, always likes to say, "We are so 
blessed that the Holy Spirit has finally come to Pen-
tecost!!"  The Bishop has been so totally welcoming, 
supportive and encouraging. 
 
Phase Two Begins!  
 
Almost two years ago it was time to bid our little 
wooden home farewell so that it could be taken down and a new, larger and more functional home could 
be built for the quickly growing Spiritan Formation community.   And the grand construction project finally 
began.  We were excited to move out and let the work begin, but I'll admit I was sorry to leave the house so 

Original House at 144 
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full of wonderful memories of so many blessings.  I 
smile whenever I think of it. 
 
As our home began to rise, community life continued 
with much movement. There were new assignments 
with many of the seminarians going off to their mis-
sion exposure, Fr. Duc being appointed to Vietnam 
and Fr. Edward arriving as the new formator and 
temporary bursar.  Fr. Vianney, assigned to Taiwan, 
also joined us while he perfects his English at Miriam 
College next to the Ateneo. He follows in the foot-
steps of Fr. Cyr, the superior of Taiwan, who perfect-
ed English here with amazing speed!   
 

The Final Steps! 
 
As 2016 came to a close, we hosted a meeting of 
the superiors of the Union of Circumscriptions of 
Asia and Oceania, and on December 3rd, the Superi-
or General of the Congregation of the Holy Spirit, Fr. 

John Fogarty, C.S.Sp. blessed our new formation house 
in the company of many fellow Spiritans and friends.  It 
was a truly joyful blessing full of laughter, stories, and 
prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Then on Holy Saturday, just a few weeks ago, the former student of 
mine who's become a good friend brought back the same truck and workers who moved us out two years 
earlier.  By a stroke of good fortune, the Provincial of the US Province, Fr. Jeffrey Duaime, C.S.Sp., was 
here visiting and he also helped load and unload the truck and celebrate the historic moment!  Home we 
went!  Home...the project we started concretely in 2009, finally a reality in 2017.   

New formation house starting construction 

Fr. John Fogarty blesses the new formation house 

Move in day with Fr. Jeff’s help! 
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A Happy Ending and New Beginning 
 
We're still “sharing" our home with some of the workers since all the last minute fine tuning and paperwork and 
red-tape is still ongoing. But welcoming and hospitality have always been hallmarks of Spiritan life!  Our new 
home is ready for our new Asian Spiritans studying theology, and for all our Spiritan family who may want to 
come to do updating or renewal.   

 
Yes, there is still much to do, but so 
much more has already been done!!  It 
makes the heart sing! 
 
 

The community in 

prayer in the chapel 

The living room 

A view from inside—some 

friends stop in to say hi! 
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Fr. Dan and the community offer their thanks and 

blessings to all who helped make the project a reality! 

Thank you! 
 
We are reminded in the letter to the Hebrews, “Every house is founded by someone, 
but the founder of all is God” (Hebrews 3:4).  Our Spiritan family has a beautiful home.  
This building will never be just bricks and pipes, it will always be a home built by the 
wisdom and foresight of pioneer Spiritans, and the goodness, love, and generosity of 
so many people!  Built from faith, hope and love.  And be assured neither we nor the 
Lord will ever forget that, for “the greatest of these is love” (1 Cor. 13:13) and “love 
never fails” (1 Cor. 13:8).      
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The Spiritan Story Continues! 
By William Cleary, C.S.Sp. , Scholar in Residence, Duquesne University 

Next year Spiritans celebrate the 50th anniversary of our 1968 Extraordinary General Chapter of Re-
newal which began a period of dramatic change in the Congregation’s life and mission.   Following the 
inspiration and direction given at Vatican II we set out on a re-discovery in creative fidelity to our 
founding charism.  Why were changes needed?  What were they?   How were they made?   Were 
they faithful to the founders Claude François Poullart des Places and Venerable Francis Libermann?   
My year’s research as Spiritan Scholar at the Center for Spiritan Studies, Duquesne, attempted to ad-
dress these questions and came up with a narrative telling the Spiritan story of people, events, and 
decisions during those exciting days of the Second Vatican Council and following it that have made 
the Congregation of the Holy Spirit what it is today. 

 

One of the defining issues addressed in the time of renewal was the rela-
tionship of religious life and the missionary 
life in the Spiritan vocation.   The unity of 
the Spiritan life was achieved in the new 
Spiritan Rule of Life (SRL) in 1986 when 
“the apostolic life” was interpreted as en-
compassing all the fundamental elements 
of the Spiritan vocation.   There is a unity 
of task, obedience, and self-sacrifice in the 
life of the Spiritan as seen in the life of 
Christ.  The apostolic life includes three 
essential dimensions: the proclamation of 
the Good News, the practice of the evangelical counsels and life in fra-
ternal and praying community (SRL 3).  The SRL Handbook concluded 
that ‘The debate which had been going since the 1968 Chapter on the 
relative importance for us of apostolate and religious life, apostolate 
and community is now ended – all are to be held in creative tension’. 
 
The new understanding of the Spiritan charism given in SRL was 
grounded in an appreciation of the lives of co-founders Claude Poullart 

des Places and Francis Libermann.  Continuous research and discussion on Spiritan identity and mis-
sion led to a rediscovery of the Spiritan vocation to live in religious com-
munity for the evangelization of the poor. This found expression in terms 
of the congregation’s nature as a religious missionary institute, and its 
mission: the evangelization of the poor (SRL 2,4). 

The Spiritan charism was re-discovered as a lived reality.  Its progeni-
tors, Des Places and Libermann, provide the standard and Spiritans both 
past, present and to come, follow that standard with personal commit-
ment and community solidarity in the evangelization of the poor.  Each 
Spiritan responds to the call to follow Jesus and to announce the Good 
News of God’s Kingdom in the world through creative fidelity to the Spiri-
tan way marked out by its rule.  The Handbook recognised that the new 
rule ‘challenges us to discernment, to reproduce the spirit of the Found-
ers in the conditions of our time’.   
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In 1982, Henry Koren C.S.Sp. defined the Spiritan char-
ism as “an evangelical availability which remains atten-

tive to the Holy Spirit 
manifesting himself in 
the concrete situations 
of life.” From the out-
set, the congregation 
had prized docility to 
the Holy Spirit among 
its most valued virtues.   
I think that here we 
need to add the speci-
ficity of evangelical 
availability to the poor, 
the marginalized, 
those most in need, 
such as in our time, 
refugees, and mi-
grants. 

 

Koren located SRL in the line of succession of the con-
gregation’s charism from Des Places and Libermann.  

‘Always open to the Spirit, both 
Poullart des Places and Liber-
mann remained ready for every-
thing that living the Gospel of 
Jesus appeared to demand of 
them and their followers in the 
changing course of history.  It is 
in faithfulness to that Spirit that 
we update ourselves in our era’. 

The apostolic and the religious are intertwined in the 
one Spiritan vocation.  Evangelical availability for the 
poor implies a simple life style unencumbered by mate-
rial things or the desire for them and an openness to the 
experience of life allowing oneself to be led by the Spirit 
discerning what comes from God rather than any fixed 
way of thinking determined by one’s own limited under-
standings.  It is through participation in the “deep Spiri-
tan story” that authentic Spiritan mission can be lived. 

Every religious family has a deep story which acts as 
the foundation for all else in its common life.    While on 
the surface much changes, yet at the deeper level of 
the common story, the group’s abiding identity is pre-
served.  Since Vatican II many religious congregations 
experienced dramatic change and were unable to main-
tain unity of membership and integrity of purpose.  
Some disappeared altogether as their deep story could 

not sustain them through the changes they experi-
enced.    

The re-discovery of the life-giving Spiritan story 
maintained the unity and sustained the congrega-
tion’s journey since Vatican II.   The process of 
writing a new rule of life and the location of con-
temporary challenges within the bigger Spiritan 
story and its charism brought much-needed stabil-
ity to the congregation enabling it to seek new 
members in former mission territories and engage 
in a wider range of ministries. The congregation 
exists today as an international, multi-cultural 
community on mission faithful to its founding char-
ism thanks to the renewal effected in those years 
between 1968 and 1986.  

The Spiritan story continues! 

Henry Koren, C.S.Sp., Former 

Archivist for  the U.S. Province  Appointments and Address Updates 

We welcome to the U.S. Province, Fr. James 
Ibeh, C.S.Sp. from the Province of Nigeria 
South East.   Fr. James will be assigned to 
St. Mary’s in Helena starting in July.  He has 
previously worked as Provincial Bursar in Ni-
geria as well Assistant Bursar at the Gen-
eralate.  

A belated welcome to Matt Broeren and Joe 
Ratay to the pre-novitiate program.  They are 
living in Laval House at Duquesne University.   

 
New Assignment for Fr. Fidelis Nwankwo: 
St. Philip Neri Church 
15700 NW 20th Avenue 
Miami Garden, FL 33054 
 
New Address for Fr. Joachim Oforchukwu: 
St. Patrick Church 
309 South Taylor Street 
South Bend, IN 46601 
 
New Email for Trinh Le: 
trinhcssp@yahoo.com 
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 Water for Sale 
By Fr. Ned Marchessault, C.S.Sp. 

NGORONGORO CRATER, TANZANIA  Water is a huge problem at Loongoku, one of the Maasai 
centers that I hold a prayer service and teaching each week,  There is no water for miles around.  The 
people there hire a land rover to bring a tank of water.  It costs them the equivalent of some hundreds of 
dollars to bring the precious stuff and they raise that sum by paying the equivalent of 25 cents American 
for each bucket of water that they use.  I’ve never seen people who were so careful about their use of wa-
ter. 
Here at the area of Olbalbal called Meshili, we are very lucky 
to have a pipe bringing water from a spring hill on Ngorongoro 
mountain.  There is a water point here on the mission where 
lots of people come to draw water everyday.   Once in a while, 
elephants break the pipe requiring some patching up, but gen-
erally, there is always water at the tap in our front yard.  This 
is in contrast to most of the Maasai country where the women 
walk as much as half a day to get water for cooking and drink-
ing. 
 
For more stories go to Fr. Ned’s blog at  http://nedsmission.org/ 

 
There is also a link on Fr. Ned’s blog to a book written by Fr. 
Ralph Poirier, C.S.Sp. titled Christ Before Literacy which details his time in the 
missions teaching the Maasai in early 1970’s.   Fr. Ralph used beaded circles 
to teach his lessons from the Bible.  He chose ten events or parables that act 
as touch stones for all the teachings of the New Testament, the Church, Sac-
raments, morality, feast days etc.   The lessons were clear and uncluttered so 
that those who could not read could still understand the essentials of the faith.  
Hard copies are available at the Center for Spiritan Studies at Duquesne Uni-
versity and in the Province Archives.  Fr. Ralph is currently in residence at 
Libermann Hall in Bethel Park, PA. 

Water for sale from a 

spring two hours away 

Spiritans in Arkansas!  

Fr. Jean-Michel Gelmetti, C.S.Sp., Department of Spiritan Multimedia at Duquesne 

University has just released the first video about the Spiritans in the Diocese of 

Little Rock in Arkansas, an historical narration of the years 1878-1892 when the 

1st Provincial of the Spiritans (who had been the 1st Provincial of the C.S.Sp. Vice

-Province of Germany from 1863-1873) invited German immigrants to Arkansas.  

A link to this interesting video can be found at https://www.facebook.com/

spiritans/.    

 Fr. Gelmetti has also produced other videos about various Spiritan parish minis-

tries which can be found on our webpage at http://spiritans.org/parish-ministries/ 
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Pilot Program for Spiritan Year of Service Comes to a Close  
By Luci-Jo DiMaggio, Division of Mission Identity, Duquesne University 

PITTSBURGH PA   In May, the pilot year of the Spiritan Year of Service Program came to a close in 
Pittsburgh.  The pilot began officially in June of 2016 with two new Duquesne University alumnae, Liz Keller 
and Lydia Presper.  While the idea had been tossed around for at least two decades, in 2016 the Spirit decided 
the time was right to take a chance and see what we could learn about running a gap year program inspired by 
the Spiritan charism.   

The two participants spent the year working with those on the margins in the Hill District neighborhood of Pitts-
burgh through a social service agency called FOCUS Pittsburgh and in the town of McKeesport in the emer-
gency room of a local hospital.  Liz worked as a case intake manager at FOCUS Pittsburgh, a ministry of the 
Orthodox Church that serves the urban poor through a wide range of programs including a health clinic, back 
pack feeding programs, and trauma informed community development.   Lydia, a newly certified nurse, took on 
the work in the emergency room at McKeesport Hospital (with a few hours at FOCUS as well).  In addition to 
their service, the young women met regularly with Spiritual Mentors Janet Berna and Adam Wasilko (Lay Spiri-
tan Associates) for spiritual development.  On a daily basis in their work, the participants saw first hand the 
hardships of urban poverty and the immense amount of red tape that often needs to be cut to access services.  

Throughout the year, they were asked to view each experience through the lens of three principles inspired by 
the Spiritan charism: living open to the Spirit, committing to authentic relationships, and walking with those on 
the margins.  The young women started the year excited and ready to jump into things.   They quickly learned 
though that the work of justice is complex, often draining, emotionally charged, and without any “quick fixes”.  
Over the course of the year they found a balance and were able to keep their passion for working with the poor 
while coming to learn they could not help everyone in the way that they initially thought.  Liz put it very well in 
her final reflection report:  

“I learned a lot over the year in my work at FOCUS. I can’t even name all of the things I learned but among 
them are patience, refraining judgment, how to establish boundaries, the Pennsylvania ID system, how to navi-

gate social service agencies, Section 8 housing regulations, communication skills, 
the reality of white privilege in America, the hardships of the urban poor in America, 
kindness, openness to different types of people and lifestyles, how to send some-
one to rehab, how to have the conversation with someone about going to rehab, 
how to offer tough love, how to talk about someone’s personal finances, how to 
know when it is necessary to be firm, how to say “no, I can’t help you with that”, the 
importance of just listening to another person’s story, and how to be more empa-
thetic.  I have at least one story for all of these different things that I learned this 
year. In fact, I have enough stories to fill a book!  After this year of service, I believe 
that I am equipped to serve in light of the Spiritan charism in the future. I do not 
know where my life will take me, but I am committed to somehow providing care to 
the marginalized of our society in the best way that I can. This year has taught me 

that the best way to understand a community different from your own is to immerse yourself in it. This year has 
motivated me to always look out for those on the margins. It has taught me that being open to the Spirit some-
times means being open to a new perspective on things and learning from those you serve.” 

Logistically, there were more than a few hiccups along the way.  In spite of that, directing this pilot program was 
one of the greatest blessings of the last year for me. Walking with two amazing young women as they come to 
better understand the work of social justice while discerning who the Spirit was calling them to be in the world 
was a privilege.  I have no doubt that both Liz and Lydia will continue to reach out to those on the edges of so-
ciety as they move on in their journeys and will remain open to the call of the Holy Spirit in their lives.   

  In the fall of 2017 we will begin our first recruitment efforts for the official Spiritan Year of Service Program tar-
geting mostly Duquesne University alumni.  We hope to launch the first year full year of participants in the sum-
mer of 2018 with new participants annually from that year moving forward.  While the program will be hosted in 
Pittsburgh for now, we are already thinking about how we could expand to Spiritan parishes in the U.S. and 
Spiritan missions around the globe in the future.   
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Rev. John  J. Costello, C.S.Sp.  Enters Eternal Life 
Fr. John Costello, C.S.Sp. of Libermann Hall died peacefully May 2, 2017 at St. Clair Hospital, Pitts-
burgh PA after a brief illness.  He was 88 years old. 

Father Costello was born March 22, 1929 in Wil-
kinsburg PA.  He professed his vows as a member of 
the Congregation of the Holy Spirit on August 22, 1949 
at Holy Ghost Novitiate in Ridgefield, CT and was or-
dained to the Priesthood June 3, 1954 at St. Mary’s 
Seminary, Ferndale in Norwalk CT. 

Father was first appointed to Puerto Rico where he 
served for 34 years in the missions of Rio Grande, Toa 
Alta, Vilquez and Orocovis. Upon his return to the 
States in 1989 he was chaplain for the Sisters of Mercy 
in Watchung NJ, Assistant at St. Mary Parish, Stoney 
Hill, NJ and Assistant Pastor at St. Mary, Detroit MI.  
He also did 

ministry at St. John of the Cross and St. Helen in Vero Beach 
FL.  

Father retired to the Spiritans’ retirement home in Sarasota FL 
in 2005 and had been in residence at Libermann Hall in Bethel 
Park since 2010. 

Fr. Costello was preceded in death by his parents John J. and 
Alice Shields Costello and his sister, Mrs. Dennis Mulvihill.  He 
is survived by many nieces and nephews. 

His funeral Mass was celebrated at the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Chapel at the Spiritan Center in Bethel Park, PA.  We 

will miss his kind spirit and warm smile. 

 

Prayer Requests for the Recently Deceased: 

Innocent Onwuemelie, brother of Fr. Michael Onwuemelie, C.S.Sp who passed on April 13, 2017 
 
Marion Finegan, aunt of Fr. Jeffrey Duaime, C.S.Sp. who passed on May 4, 2017 

Anna Mae Christy, mother of Fr. Bill Christy, C.S.Sp. Who passed on May 19, 2017 

Eternal rest grant them Lord.  May your perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. 

 

Necrology Available Online 

A searchable necrology for the U.S. Province is now accessible on the Spiritan website  

at http://spiritans.org/necrology/ 

Bro. Michael and Fr. Costello in 2015 
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Fr. Josaphat and Bro. Francis in Arusha in 2008 

Remembering Rev. Josaphat Msongore Shayo C.S.Sp. 
 
Fr. Josaphat Msongore was born May 13, 1930 at Mulo Kilema the first born of four children of Pancras 
Shayo and Mama Emerensiana Mosha.  
 
He received his Early Education at St. James Minor Seminary from 1948 to 1956.  From 1957 to 1959, 
he did Philosophy at Kibosho Major Seminary.  From 1960 to 1963, he was in the Netherlands and in 
Ireland for his theological Studies. 
 
In September 1960, he made his first Vows at the for-
mation House in Kilshane, Ireland and in September 
1963, took his final Vows at Kimmage Manor Ireland 
where he was ordained to the Priesthood on Decem-
ber 12, 1963.  
 
After his ordination, Fr. Josaphat was assigned to St. 
Teresa of the Child Jesus (Cathedral) Arusha, as As-
sociate Pastor from 1964 to 1966.  In succeeding 
years he served as Associate Pastor in the Mbosho 
Mission and Mengwe Parish Rombo—Diocese of 
Moshi. From 1968 to 1971, he was Pastor of Christ 
the King Cathedral, Diocese of Moshi and Chancellor.  
From 1971 to 1974 he served as Pastor at St. Peters 
Parish Oyster Bay Dar-Es-Salaam.  In 1974 he was 
appointed Vocations Director; a position he held un-
til1985.  In 1982, he was appointed to be manager of Tengeru Farm in addition to his vocations work.  
From 1988-1990 he was Pastor at Loliondo Mission. In February 6, 1990, he was appointed Pastor at 
Usa River Parish and served till 1997.  In January 2000 to January 2004 he was associate Pastor at St. 
Mary’s Parish Diocese of Morogoro, and February 1, 2004 he was transferred to Mbokomu Parish in re-
sponse to the invitation of the late Bishop Amedeus Msarakie for Spiritans to have presence in the Dio-
cese of Moshi again. He served there as Associate Pastor until  2007. 
 
In March 1, 2007 he chose to return to St. Mary’s Parish in Morogoro Diocese to a kind of semi-

retirement. Fr. Josaphat stayed at St. Mary’s Parish until 
2016 when his health forced him to move to the Spiritan 
House in Arusha.  He died May 10, 2017 from heart 
problems.  He was interned at the Spiritan Cemetery at 
Usa Seminary, Arusha on May 17, 2017.  He was 87 
years old. 

 
He will be remembered as among the first to bring for-
ward the Idea of recruiting Africans from this side to the 
Spiritan Family. As Vocations Director he worked tire-
lessly to get responses to the call from all tribes, Nations 
and Clans. It is such efforts which gave birth to the East 
African Foundation of the Spiritans and today we have 
two Spiritan Provinces (Kenya and Tanzania) and the 
Ugandan Group.   

 
 

His favorite saying was “Paratus ad Omnia” meaning “Prepared for all things.”  
Rest In Peace, Fr. Josaphat! 

Fr. Msongore and Bro. Francis in 2008 
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A Spring Get Away! 
By Mary Kay Hindes, Activities Director at Libermann Hall 

LAUREL HIGHLANDS, PA   On Monday, May 15th, 
Frs. Joseph Seiter, C.S.Sp.,  Freddy Washington, 
C.S.Sp. and Adrien Hebert, C.S.Sp. joined me for a trip to 
Historic Route 40.  We were blessed with a beautiful 
spring day.  The sky was a gorgeous shade of blue and 
the air was just right—not too cool but not too hot!  We 
left Libermann Hall at 11am and felt joy at just getting into 
the van to travel someplace just for fun and relaxation!  
Our first stop was the Summit Inn.  Some of us had been 
there in fall and found the view to be breathtaking and the 
food and the ambience in the dining room were delightful.  
The Summit Inn opened in 1907.  As we sat there, we 
imagined all the important people in history who probably 
stopped there for  a rest and a meal. 

From the Inn we traveled down the road to Ohiopyle State 
Park. Ohiopyle is a small community in the Laurel Highland mountains of Fayette County. The name Ohio-
pyle was derived from a Native American Lenape phrase ahi opih˧˥˦le which means 'it turns very white', refer-
ring to the frothy waterfalls.  And believe me that is a perfect  description of what we saw from the observa-
tion deck where we stopped. Breathtaking sites surround this beautiful park where the water rapids take cen-
ter stage!  Even with impaired vision, you can 
stand at the railing and know that you are witness-
ing one of God’s great creations.  You know it just 
by the noise that you hear, the mist on your face 
and the splendor that you sense! 
 
A short distance down the road we entered the 
amazing resort of Nemacolin Woodlands.  This 
resort offers an incredible variety of activities.  
From our van, as we traveled through the gor-
geous paths of this retreat, our eyes were treated 

to beauti-
ful foli-
age and 
amazing 
flowers.  
We saw 
a hotel 
that 
looked more like a castle, swimming pools, golf courses...both min-
iature and professional, an air strip with a few small planes parked 
there, a shooting gallery, a spa and much more! Unfortunately, the 
thing that we were really looking for was the Zoo and that we never 
found! Having been there before, I know it exists, but is at the very 

end of the property and we ran out of time.  But that gives us good reason to go back again! 
 
On the way home, we were quiet, just enjoying the memories of the outing.  We finished the day by treating 
ourselves to ice cream cones before reaching home.  The nice thing about going away for a day is that it 
lightens our mood, puts a smile on our faces, and lets us think about all the wonders that God has created.  
Maybe the best part is, we are always content to get back to Home Sweet Home! 

Lunch at the historic Summit Inn with Fr. Freddy, Fr. 

Joe and Fr. Adrien  

Fr. Adrien and Fr. Freddy view the rapids 
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Eagle Project at Spiritan Center 
BETHEL PARK, PA   On April 28th  and 29th, Alex Gala of Boy Scout Troop 228 in Bethel Park per-
formed his Eagle Scout Service Project at the Spiritan Center. Alex, along with fellow scouts, scout lead-
ers and family volunteers, constructed a new 200 foot split rail fence along the side of the center abut-

ting the hillside. The old fence had de-
teriorated and in many places had fall-
en down making walking along the 
path unsafe for our priests and retreat 
visitors.  

Alex is pleased that his Eagle Service 
Project will be a permanent addition to 
the center and have a lasting impact on 
the lives of the priests and Spiritan 
Center visitors. He was able to raise all 
the funds necessary to build the new 
fence through donations from family 
and friends. 

Alex is a junior at Central Cath-
olic High School and attended 
St. Thomas More grade 
school. He is a parishioner at 
St. John Capistran Church and 
has been a scout in Troop 228 
since 5th grade.  While at Cen-
tral, Alex has been involved in 
the LaSallian Ministry, the crew 
team and Future Business 
Leaders of America.  

Alex enjoys being a scout and 
helping serve others in the 
community. He is looking for-
ward to following in the foot-
steps of his father, 3 uncles 
and cousin by becoming an 
Eagle Scout. Alex will be a 
senior next year and is beginning his college 
search. He hopes to major in political sci-
ence. 

This is the fourth Eagle Project that Troop 
228 has completed at the Spiritan Center.  
We are very grateful for their service to our 
community.  What a blessing! 
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Fr. Phil Evanstock, C.S.Sp. was honored 
with The Patron Saint Award at Notre 
Dame Prep in Scottsdale, AZ on May 6, 
2017.  

The Patron Saint Award is the highest 
honor given at NDP to celebrate those 
who have made an indelible impact on the 
school.    

He was also recognized as one of eight 
Living Legacy honorees.  These members 

of faculty and staff were honored for 
their dedication to Notre Dame Prep 
since the school's beginning. 

Congratulations to Fr. Elochukwu 
Uzukwu, C.S.Sp. who is currently a 
member of the Theology Department 
at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh.   
Fr. Eugene received an honorary doc-
torate from the Catholic University of 
the Congo, Kinshasa, on April 28, 
2017 in the presence of the Fr. Bede 
Ukwuije, C.S.Sp., First Assistant to 
the Superior General, Fr. Alain Maya-
ma, C.S.Sp., General Counselor, Fr. 
Eric Ngoy, C.S.Sp., Provincial Superi-
or of the Congo and other colleagues.   
  

 

Fr. John Sawicki, C.S.Sp., also at Duquesne University as a professor 
in the Political Science Department, was selected as recipient of this 
year’s Faculty Excellence in Service to the Mission Award in the 
McAnulty College and Graduate School of Liberal Arts.  He was pre-
sented with the award at a ceremony held on April 24, 2017. 

David and Jodi Harris enjoy time with Father Phil Evanstock on May 6.  

Fr. Elochukwu (Eugene) Uzukwu, C.S.Sp. (center) 
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Best wishes for a very Happy  

Birthday to these Spiritans who celebrate birthdays dur-

ing the months of July, August and September! 

August  

 

4  Fr. Jocelyn Gregoire 

6  Fr. Ed Vilkauskas 

10  Fr. Quoc Le 

17  Fr. Joe Gaglione 

18  Fr. Eugene Uzukwu 

20  Fr. Francis Tandoh 

23  Fr. Philip Agber 

26  Fr. Sean Hogan 

26  Fr. Dan Walsh 

 

July 

2  Fr. Honest Munishi 
3  Fr. Patrick Patten 

13  Fr. Joe Herzstein 

14  Fr. Tom Byrne 

15  Fr. Mike White 

18  Fr. Vince Stegman 

20  Fr. Cliff Hill 

21  Fr. Fidelis Nwankwo 

22  Fr. Paul Hoang 

25  Fr. Don McEachin 

27  Fr. Brian Cronin 

30  Fr. James Okoye 

September 

 

5  Fr. Gerry Kohler 

11  Fr. Lou Perreault 

With gratitude, we celebrate with these Spiritans their 

anniversaries of Profession and Ordination! 
          Profession          Ordination 

Fr. Philip Agber     Sept. 19, 1992  25 Years 

Fr. Edward Caron    Aug. 22, 1952   65 Years   June 4, 1957  60 Years 

Fr. Bill Christy                   Aug. 15, 1992  25 Years 

Fr. Pierre Deglaire    Sept. 8, 1962   55 Years 

Fr. Huy Dinh      Aug. 17, 1997   20 Years 

Fr. Andy Do      Aug. 17, 1997   20 Years 

Fr. Tony Gittins     Aug. 8, 1992   55 Years   Sept. 24, 1967 50 Years 

Fr. Sean Hogan                  Sept. 22, 1967 50 Years 

Fr. Trinh Le      Aug. 3, 2002   15 Years   July 28, 2007  10 Years 

Fr. Neil McQuillan    Aug. 22, 1967   50 Years 

Fr. Benoit Mukamba   July 16, 1987   30 Years   July 5, 1992  25 Years 

Fr. Brandon Nguyen   Aug. 17, 1997   20 Years 

Fr. Joseph L. Nguyen   Aug. 3, 2002   15 Years  

Fr. Mike Onwuemelie   Sept. 25, 1972  45 Years 

Fr. John Owusu-Achiaw               July 25, 1992  25 Years 

Fr. Pat Patten      Aug. 15, 1967   50 Years    

Fr. Lou Perreault     Aug. 22, 1957   60 Years   June 6, 1962  55 Years 

Fr. Joe Seiter      Aug. 22, 1957   60 Years   June 6, 1962  55 Years 

Fr. Bill Smith      Aug. 1, 1972   45 Years 

Fr. Dan Sormani     July 31, 1982   35 Years 

Fr. George Spangenberg  Aug .6. 1972   45 Years 

Fr. Martin Vu      Aug.3, 2002   15 Years 

Fr. Freddy Washington               Aug. 1, 1982  25 Years 
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HGP’s mission trip to West Virginia is a rousing success 
Holy Ghost Prep sponsored its 24th annual mission trip to West Virginia on April 11-15.  Sixteen juniors 
and seniors were joined by two teachers—John Fitzpatrick and Bob Vierlinck— and two dads (Mr. Klein 
and Mr. Kelleher) on the excursion to Hampden, West Virginia. 

The HGP contingent split into two groups to tackle two large projects.  The one group was charged with 
building a front porch and ramp and a new back porch for a married couple who both have special needs. 
Previously, they had no exit from the front of their home. The second group was tasked with building a 
deck and 28-foot ramp for a family caring for their elderly mother with congestive heart failure.  The deck 
and ramp were needed to get her safely in and out of the house and into a waiting ambulance, if neces-
sary. 

Three glorious days of sunshine and warm temperatures helped the HGP team accomplish their tasks be-
fore departing for home.  Aside from learning a bit about missionary life (missing comforts of home, adapt-
ing to a new place, etc.), the students also were able to gain insights into some key Spiritan principles, 
namely a willingness to go places where the church has difficulty finding workers, the importance of devel-
oping a global vision, and the baptismal call to provide generous service to the poor. 

   Reprinted with permission from the HGP newsletter 


