
ONE HEART, ONE SPIRIT
Spiritan Schools Fan the Flames of Mission-
Focused Spirit in Teens and Young Adults
High school and college students 
in Pennsylvania recently em-
barked on international mission 
trips that will undoubtedly impact 
their lives and the lives of the 
children they served for years to 
come.   

Seven students from Duquesne 
University in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
visited the Dominican Republic 
in August on a week-long trip to 
help teens from a local parish run 
a day camp for children in the 
poverty-stricken neighborhood of 
Villa Liberacion. 

The focus of the camp is struc-
tured play and mentorship—and a 

much-coveted swimming pool ex-
perience—for children who often 
miss out on typical childhood fun. 

Says Kate Lecci, Spiritan Campus 
Minister who led the trip,  “The 
group was exceptional this year.” 
They lost water and electricity and 
dealt with a flood, but “they faced 
every obstacle with enthusiasm 
and positivity.” 

The students also crowdfunded 
$3,400 to donate to the elderly 
and infirm of the parish. 

Fr. Don McEachin, C.S.Sp., and the 
Nuestra de Señora de la Esper-
anza (Our Lady of Hope) Parish 

have hosted life-changing mis-
sion opportunities for students at 
Duquesne University since 2008. 

“We go especially to peoples, groups, and individuals who have not yet heard the message of the Gospel 
or who have scarcely heard it, to those whose needs are the greatest, and to the oppressed.” - Spiritan Rule of Life #4
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Duquesne University’s Spiritan Campus Ministry has partnered with Fr. Don McEachin, 
C.S.Sp., and teens from the Nuestra de Señora de la Esperanza (Our Lady of Hope) 
Parish since 2008 to run a camp for children in the Dominican Republic. 
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Welcome
We hope you enjoy the new look of 
One Heart, One Spirit. 

We are excited to have this oppor-
tunity to tell the Spiritan story in 
the U.S. Province. 

Each season we will share the many 
good works made possible by your 
prayers and gifts. 

In One Heart and One Spirit, 

From 1924 to 1926, the 
Vatican worked with 
mission congregations 
to present an exhibition 
of artifacts preserved 
by those congregations 
as they ministered in all 
parts of the world. 

This picture is of one of 
three Spiritan display 
cases exhibiting artifacts 
from Africa. 

OCT

02
Feast Day of Claude 
Poullart des Places

While still in the seminary—on Pente-
cost in  1703—Claude Poullart des 
Places founded the Spiritans at age 
24. Oct. 2 marks the 308th anniversary 
of his death at the age of 30.
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All Saints’ Day

Today the Church celebrates all the 
saints: canonized or beatified, and the 
multitude of those who are in heaven 
enjoying the beatific vision that are 
only known to God. 

These trips are opportunities of 
a lifetime for more reasons than 
one. 

If even the tiniest ember of a 
desire to serve others through 
mission work exists in the heart 
of one of the students, oppor-
tunities like these will surely fan 
the flame and light a fire of God’s 
service in that student’s heart that 
may never be extinguished. 

But Duquesne students aren’t the 
only Spiritan-led young people 
making an impact there. 

Across the state, a group of 20+ 
high school students from Holy 
Ghost Preparatory School (HGP) 
in Bensalem, Pa., also traveled to 
the Dominican Republic in June to 
volunteer at the same camp.  

Additionally, five students from 
HGP traveled to Tanzania in 
July and had the opportunity to 
visit the Spiritan boys’ school in 
Arusha, as well as a church and 
hospital founded by Spiritan con-
frere Fr. Babu. They also met with 
several Spiritans to discuss their 
work with the Maasai. 
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Spiritans Fan the Flames of Mission-focused Spirit
Continued from page 1

From the Spiritan Archives

NOV

Day camps include arts and crafts, dance, sports, 
story time, and an end-of-week performance for 
parents and grandparents to attend.



Today’s Reading

John 20:21-22 

“As the Father sent 

me, so am I sending 

you. After saying this, 

he breathed on them 

and said, Receive the 

Holy Spirit.” 

Spotlight on a Seminarian: Matt Broeren

Currently enrolled at Duquesne 
University and majoring in philo-
sophy and healthcare supply chain 
management with 
a minor in theology, 
Matt Broeren is one 
of two students in 
Spiritan formation 
at Laval House in 
the U.S. Province. 

Matt was born in 
Chicago, but his 
family moved to 
Pittsburgh, Pa., when he was only 
one year old, so he considers him-
self a native of the Steel City. 

His decision to enter the priest-
hood was a long process influ-
enced by a number of people. 

It wasn’t until his sophomore 
year at Duquesne that he began 
thinking about entering a reli-
gious order. 

Matt had initially spoken with 
vocation directors at two differ-
ent Franciscan provinces, but his 

desire to work with the 
poor in a missionary 
capacity was more dir-
ectly aligned with the 
Spiritans’ work. 

“I really took time to 
reflect and tried not to 
rush in, but I picture 
myself doing that kind 
of work and enjoying it.”

He went on the Campus Ministry 
trip to the Dominican Republic in 
August of this year and knew he’d 
made the right decision. 

“I loved seeing the work that is 
actually being done by Spiritans. 
I learned from Padre Don about 
how poverty operates in the 
Dominican Republic and how the 
Spiritans work to alleviate it. It 
really confirmed for me my pur-
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pose in choosing this path.”

One major lesson Matt learned 
is also the title of a blog post he 
authored, “Joy Has No Language.” 
He’d been nervous about not 
speaking Spanish fluently, but a 
well-timed water balloon prank by 
a gleeful group of young children 
taught him that joy matters more 
than any language barrier. 

Although nearing the end of his 
undergraduate studies, Matt still 
has a long road ahead of him in 
his Spiritan formation. 

He will finish a few courses this 
year and then enter his novitiate 
year of prayer and reflection. The 
next steps will be his Profession 
(taking his first vows), followed 
by earning his Master’s degree in 
Divinity and participating in two 
years of overseas training. 

Continued on page 6

A Prayer for Autumn

Good and generous Lord, You have once more brought the year 
full circle, through planting and growing and ripening to  

harvest time, and autumn.

We thank You for the sun and the wind, the rain and the dew, 
the minerals of the earth and all the plants that grow and all 
the beasts and birds of farm and field. We marvel at Your won-

derful ways of bringing food from the earth for man’s good.

Dear God, help us to use Your rich gifts as You want us to. Teach 
us to share them with our neighbor when he is in need. Make 

us see, in the marvelous succession of seasons, and in the 
growth and ripening of our crops, the merciful, generous hand 

of Your divine providence.

Help us to realize, too, that if we keep Your commandments and 
live according to the inspirations of Your grace, we shall also 

reap a plentiful harvest in the autumn of our lifetime: a harvest 
that we will be able to enjoy for ever and ever, where no rust 

can destroy, nor blight spoil any least part of it. Amen. 

Source: www.catholic.org



What is SOMA?
Based in Houston, Texas, the Spiritan Office for Mission Advancement (SOMA) 
supports the Congregation’s public and charitable works of health, education, 
social services, and religious mission in the United States and throughout the 
world. It operates under the auspices of Sharelink-Spiritan Worldwide Aid 
Foundation, Inc. (The Spiritan Foundation). 

Financial assistance including 
capital contributions, loans, and 
grants and acting as a fiscal agent

Solicitation and receipt of funds, 
grants, gifts, and contributions dir-
ectly or in trust for the religious 
and charitable purposes of the 
Congregation

Provision of technical support and 
advice to Spiritan missionaries 
directing developmental projects 
overseas

Support for the special needs of 
the elderly, infirm, and disabled 
members of the Congregation, 
including but not limited to hous-
ing, health care, and relief from 
financial distress

Management of funds, securities, 
and property of SOMA, be it real, 
personal, or mixed in nature

The following chart represents 
funds raised and disbursed to 
various mission projects last year.

News from 
SOMA

Through gifts large 
and small, our donors 

make possible the 
daily miracles of 

the Spiritans and our 
ministries throughout 

the world.  
Thank you!  

Novenas Available 
The suggested cost per copy, 
including postage, is $2. Please 
inquire about discounts for large 
orders.

To order, please email us at  
missiongiving@spiritans.org or 
call (713) 522-2882.

Checks should be made payable 
and mailed to:

Congregation of the Holy Spirit 
1700 West Alabama St.  
Houston, TX 77098

Thank You! 

Spiritan Office for Mission 
Advancement 
Fr. Dave Cottingham, C.S.Sp., Director 
1700 West Alabama St. 
Houston, TX 77098 
(713) 522-2882

Visit Spiritans.org/Donate
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2016 SOMA MISSION PROJECTS

$346,797

1%

2%

9%

13%

75%



Many thanks to those of you who 
took the time to complete the 
survey. Here is a summary of the 
responses we received:

•	 Newsletter length, content 
visual appeal, and readability 
all scored an average 4.4 out 
of a possible 5.0.

•	 89% of respondents would like 
to see the newsletter distrib-
uted 4 times annually.

•	 69% are very satisfied and 21% 
are somewhat satisfied with 
the present newsletter.

•	 89% would recommend the 
newsletter to a friend.

•	 62% of the respondents were 
men, and 27% women, and 
82% of all respondents were 
52 years of age or older.

We have heard your feedback and 
exciting changes are underway! 

Rather than send separate Spiritan 
U.S. Province and SOMA updates, 
we have combined our efforts in 
the newly redesigned One Heart, 
One Spirit newsletter to bring you 
Spiritan and SOMA news and up-
dates four times a year. 

We hope you enjoy the new format. 
Happy reading!

Survey Says...
SOMA recently conducted a survey concerning the content and frequency of 
our newsletter.

Formation House is a New Beginning
Through generous and prayerful help from supporters like you, the Spiritan 
Formation House in Manila, Philipines is now complete, eight years after buy-
ing the land and two years after construction began.

This two-story structure may look 
like any other building, but for our 
Asian students 
studying theo-
logy and global 
Spiritan brothers 
seeking renewal, 
it’s home. 

It’s a serene 
retreat where they 
can learn and 
grow in their spiritual journeys. 

Adequate accommodation for 
students during formation is so 
important because it allows them 
to immerse themselves in Spiritan 

charism and be well-equipped to 
bring the light of God’s word to life 

throughout the 
world—to com-
munities where 
people are suffer-
ing and need help 
the most.

Funding for the 
$1 million project 
came from various 

Spiritan circumscriptions in Europe 
and the United States. 

A gala fundraiser hosted by SOMA 

Continued on page 64

Spiritan School in 
Nigeria Celebrates 
First Graduating 
Class
In 2009, thirty new students as-
sembled in the library of Holy Ghost 
College in Sankera, Makurdi, Nigeria. 
They formed the student body of what 
was to become the Spiritan Nurs-
ery-Primary School, Sankera.

The library was soon outsized by 
a growing enrollment, and Kinder-
missionwerk of Aachen, Germany 
assisted in the construction of a 
classroom block to accommodate 
both nursery and primary students.

Fast forward to July 22, 2017, to the 
celebration marking graduation of 
the first primary students. 

Of the 16 graduates, two of the girls 
secured admission to Divine Love 
Secondary School, and several of the 
boys have been admitted to Holy 
Ghost College.

Prior to dismissing the graduates 
and their families, the presider, Fr. 
Kuha Indyer, C.S.Sp., left them with 
this reflection: 

“May the Lord our God be with you, 
as he was with our ancestors, may 
he never desert you or cast you out. 
May he turn your hearts towards 
him so that you may wholly follow 
all his ways and keep his command-
ments, laws, and ordinances he gave 
to our ancestors.”

Critical projects like these are only 
possible with help from generous 
supporters of the Spiritans.



DEC

03
A Prayer for the First Day of 
Advent

Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in us 
a wonder at the wisdom and power of 
our God. Excite in us a hunger for peace: 
peace in the world, peace in our homes, 
peace within ourselves.
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Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception

On this day, let us reflect on the 
Blessed Virgin Mary’s life as we strive 
to imitate her as the ideal example of 
the Christian life lived for God.

At the conclusion of his theolo-
gical studies, he will be perpetu-
ally professed and ordained to the 
priesthood in preparation for his 
Mission Appointment. The entire 
process will likely take around 10 
years.

“I’m ready to go wherever the 
Congregation needs me. I hope to 
use my healthcare delivery back-
ground to help others. I can’t say I 
will end poverty or end AIDS; that 
may very well be impossible. But 
you have to start somewhere. I 
hope I can make whatever differ-
ence I am able to make.”

Spiritan Professor Directs Interreligious 
Peacebuilding Program
Fr. Bill Headley, C.S.Sp., is directing 
“Bridging Communities,” an inter-
religious peacebuilding certific-
ate program at the University of 
San Diego’s Joan B. Kroc School 
of Peace Studies, where he is a 
professor.

The program will take place this 
fall and includes an overview of 
world religions and training in in-
terreligious dialogue and conflict 
resolution. 

Fr. Headley hopes it will form 
future leaders who are equipped 
with the tools needed to diffuse 

Contact Us
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the “natural and normal” tensions 
between faiths and to become 
“prophets of this kind of interreli-
gious thinking.”

CONGREGATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
PROVINCE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Fr. Jeffrey T. Duaime, C.S.Sp., Provincial 
6230 Brush Run Rd. 
Bethel Park, PA 15102 
412.831.0302 
 
SPIRITAN OFFICE FOR MISSION  
ADVANCEMENT 
Fr. David Cottingham, C.S.Sp., Director 
1700 West Alabama St. 
Houston, TX 77098 
713.522.2882

in Houston, Texas, in 2015 was at-
tended by more than 500 people 
and raised over $170,000. 

On December 3, 2016, Fr. John 
Fogarty, C.S.Sp., Superior General 
of the Congregation of the Holy 
Spirit, blessed the new formation 
house in the company of many 
fellow Spiritans and friends.

Says Fr. Daniel Sormani, C.S.Sp., 

Manila Formation House
Continued from page 4

Seminarian Spotlight
Continued from page 5

“Our Spiritan family has a beautiful 
home. This building will never be 
just bricks and pipes, it will always 
be a home built by the wisdom and 
foresight of pioneer Spiritans, and 
the goodness, love, and generosity 
of so many people!” 

“Every house is founded by someone, but 
the founder of all is God.” Hebrews 3:4

www.Spiritans.org


