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    Spiritans Without Borders Meeting About Renewal
GRANBY, QUEBEC, CANADA -- Members of the three Spiritan North American provinces (TransCanada, 
Canada, and the United States) gathered in Granby, August 14 - 19, 2016, for Beyond Borders: A Time to Dream 
Together, “to share our histories, our hopes, and to forge a path towards a more collaborative future.” 
The Spiritans Beyond Borders assembly was conducted at the Centre Jean-Paul Regimbald in Granby, Quebec.

A primary goal of the gathering was to generate a deeper insight into the Spiritan charism and to find new ways 
of living it.  

Representing both professed and lay Spiritans, the Granby meeting reflected on Spiritan spirituality, “to be of 
service to those on the peripheries, the poor, the refugees, the immigrants, the marginalized while living in com-
munion with all creation. This Spiritan vision includes our entering into intergenerational, intercultural and inter-
religious (interfaith) dialogue. This vision is in fact an opening to the great challenge of listening to the Holy Spirit. 
We experienced joy, energy and harmony as we share together what we have lived up to now.” 

                                                                                                                                                 (continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

Speakers at the gathering included: Fr. Jean-Claude Ravet, SJ, editor-
in-chief of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) magazine Relations, who spoke 
on the topic of Society and Culture in North America - Trends and 
Challenges; Fr. Anthony  Gittins, C.S.Sp., anthropologist and theolo-
gian, who addressed the theme, Living Mission Interculturally; and Bro. 
Marc Tyrant, C.S.Sp., general assistant, who presented a contribution 
from  Superior General Fr. John Fogarty, C.S.Sp., entitled Responding 
Creatively to the Needs of Evangelization of our Times.

According to Fr. Jean-Claude, “the crises of today are a time for dis-
cernment; one example is global climate change. It is a Kairos moment 
to choose life or death; it is easy to become cynical and paralyzed and 
incapable of choosing - we must be believers in the God of life.”

Fr. Gittins challenged attendees that speaking about the intercultural 
community “is not optional; but it is imperative that we come to be 
communities that are radically welcoming. This requires intentionality 
and conversion. Our current model of community can be dysfunc-
tional and leads to fragmentation and tribalism. A harmonious com-
munity is always at the service of mission.”

Fr. Fogarty's message stressed that the increasingly international and 
intercultural character of our worldwide community is not simply an 
inevitable consequence of the geographical spread of our commit-
ments, but that it is integral to our mission as Spiritans in the contem-
porary world. 

During regular break-out sessions and group discussions, Spiritans 
from all three provinces shared reflections on their personal journey 
and the story of their province. 

They reflected on the fact that all three provinces are international in scope and history, with an emphasis on 
charity and education. Among the challenges discussed were to develop a sense of unity internationally and 
multi-culturally, while seeking to live the Gospel message personally and to proclaim it to others through a 

common vision.

Also stressed was the importance of human dig-
nity and the necessity of working towards peace 
and justice for all through relationships with God 
and each other. One of the topics of concern for 
attendees was the current refugee crisis in vari-
ous parts of the world. 

Bro. Tyrant, C.S.Sp., during group discussion.

Fr. Gittins, C.S.Sp., gives his talk.
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As attendees returned to their home provinces, the group believed that the Spiritans Beyond Borders gathering 
in Granby created a true way of hope which all the members of the three provinces are invited and encouraged to 
embrace, always allowing themselves to be guided on this pilgrimage by the Holy Spirit.

Fr. Milamba C.S.Sp. offers a prayer.

Joy Warner addresses the assembly.

Fr. Cottingham, C.S.Sp., makes a point.

“For me the Granby meeting is a great sign of the 
Holy Spirit. The enthusiasm, energy, joy, and above 
all the reminder of who we are and what we must 
continue to be was evident. We have experi-
enced concretely our Spiritan motto "Cor unum et 
anima una" – Fr. Augustin Kasongo Milamba, 
C.S.Sp., provincial superior, Province of Canada.

“I’m both excited and uplifted by the powerful sense of 
openness and honesty among us this week as we address 
the situation of our North American provinces today. This 
sense of hope that we are discovering together in the face 
of these crises have given me the strength to see real posi-
tive possibilities in these challenges as we move into an 
intentional, intercultural community.” – Fr. Dave Cot-
tingham, C.S.Sp., Province of the United States.

“I was touched and encouraged by the willingness of all at 
Granby to embrace the need for personal and communal 
transformation. The challenges of creating intercultural 
communities of radical welcome will be many but so will 
the rewards.” - Joy Warner, Province of TransCanada. 

Reflections on Granby...
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            DU Opens Academic Year With 
        Traditional Mass Of The Holy Spirit

PITTSBURGH, PA -- Duquesne University opened the 2016-17 academ-
ic year with its traditional Mass of the Holy Spirit on Sunday, August 21, 
2016, which was attended by nearly 3,000 Duquesne students, faculty, staff, 
alumni and friends. 

Pittsburgh Bishop David Zubik; the Very. Rev. Jeffrey Duaime, provincial 
superior for the Congregation of the Holy Spirit; fellow Spiritans and 
diocesan priests concelebrated the Mass, which seeks the continued 
guidance of the Holy Spirit for the university and its mission.

Classes began at Duquesne on Monday, August 22, including for more than 
1,550 incoming freshmen, one of the largest freshmen classes in school 
history. Nearly a quarter of Duquesne’s new Class of 2020 have a Duquesne 
University graduate in their family.

Pittsburgh Bishop David Zubik 
and President Gormley.
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Go Green! Receive One Heart, One Spirit via Email!

In an effort to conserve paper and cut costs of printing, we are offering the option to 
receive our newsletter via email. If you would like this option, please email 
uscommunications@spiritans.org or call 412-831.0302 x421 to let us know. We appreci-
ate your help in saving our environment.

Gormley Inaugurated as 13th DU President
PITTSBURGH, PA -- More than 2,000 Duquesne University students, faculty, staff, dignitaries and honored 
guests attended the inauguration of Ken Gormley as the university’s 13th president on September 22, 2016, at the 
A. J. Palumbo Center.

Hundreds of Duquesne University students lined the campus as President Gormley led nearly 400 academics and 
dignitaries in procession along the Academic Walk to the inauguration ceremonies.. Inside the A.J. Palumbo Cen-
ter a crowd of about 2,000 students, faculty, staff and honored guests gathered for the inauguration.  The former 
law school dean and professor was appointed to replace former Duquesne president Charles Dougherty in the fall 
of 2015. 

“I accept this appointment with awe and a deep sense of gratitude,” Gormley said during his inauguration remarks. 
“It seems like a unique fit for me in this moment in Duquesne’s history. I truly believe that we’re poised for the next 
important stage in this university’s future, especially if we’re prepared to think big.

“This is a new moment for Pittsburgh history, too. If we harness the opportunity and put Duquesne at the epicenter 
of this change…we can allow this change to reflect Spiritan traditions,” said Gormley.  Under President Gormley's 
leadership, Duquesne is committed to continuing this legacy and achieving the next level of excellence. Congratu-
lations, President Gormley! 
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Tanzania Trip Tackles Health Issues
By Dr. Anne Marie Hansen

PITTSBURGH, PA This past July,  Dr. Anne Marie Hansen, Lay Spiritan; 
and Dr. Jaime Munõz, chair of the Department of Occupational Therapy 
(OT) at Duquesne University, led a group of four Master’s in OT students 
and two occupational therapy alumni on a 16-day cross-cultural, commu-
nity-based learning experience.

Entitled Focus on Tanzania: Health, Disability & Social Justice, the course 
explored culture, global health, disability and poverty with a social justice 
lens in the context of Tanzania, East Africa.  Students learned from listen-
ing to the stories of many people they met -- including people with disabil-
ities -- and members of local interdisciplinary rehabilitation professionals 
who work with people with disabilities and how they address the complex 
challenges they face every day. (L-R) Dr. Munoz, Fr. Msongore and 

Dr. Hansen

(L-R): Duquesne OT students Emily Reilly, Megan Lonergan, Alex Watts, Pallotine Sr. Matilda Cosmas, Fr.  Kastory Kisuda, 
C.S.Sp., Quinn Terrersall, Kate Bowers and Nikki Yeckel, at the Spiritan health center.
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“This experience is a valuable learning activity, bringing to life the tradition of Catholic social teaching and 
Spiritan charism,” said Dr. Hansen. “It included academic instruction, meaningful service, and critical reflective 
thinking to enhance student learning and social responsibility. 

“It differs from volunteerism, community service, internships, and field education through its use of structured, 
critical inquiry and emphasis on reciprocal partnerships between the students and the international partners.”  

While in Tanzania, students engaged in other meaningful activities, such as providing craft activities and games 
for children with disabilities at the Plaster House, a local children’s rehabilitation center.  They also prepared, in 
advance, a continuing professional development workshop for local occupational therapists at KCMC Hospital 
and KCMC College University in Moshi, co-sponsored by the Tanzania Occupational Therapy Association.  The 
group also presented a day long health and wellness in “body, mind and spirit” workshop for Lay Spiritans. 

“This course reflects an on-going commitment to the Spiritans in Tanzania and various health and rehabilitation 
organizations in the Arusha region, grounded in an understanding of their expressed interests and needs,” said 
Dr. Hansen.  “The overall purpose of this experience was to continue and sustain an on-going commitment of 
Duquesne University, its department of occupational therapy and the Rangos School of Health Sciences to meet 
local needs while students learn about global health, disability, poverty and social justice.”    

The students and practitioners thanked their many gracious hosts, including Frs. Josephat Msongore, C.S.Sp.; Pat 
Patten, C.S.Sp.; John Assey, C.S.Sp.; and Evod Shao, C.S.Sp;  to experience a taste of what it means to become a 
more globally engaged citizen with a commitment to advocate for those at the margins of society.  “Tutataonana!” 
“ We will return!”

DU Students with patients at Pope St. John Paul II Rehabilitation Center.
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New Lay Spiritan Associates following the installation ceremony are, (L-R): Ilena Yurochko, Carol Serafin, Rose Velgich, Janet 
Berna, Deacon Tom Berna, Fr. Jeff Duaime, C.S.Sp., Fr. Vince Stegman, C.S.Sp., Luci-Jo DiMaggio, Kate Lecci, Adam Wasilko, 
Ed Bayer, Ian Nettleship and Carmen Acetta.

New Lay Spiritans Reflect Image Of Founder
PITTSBURGH, PA -- On the anniversary of the passing of the founder of the Congregation of the Holy Spirit, 11 
new Lay Spiritan Associates were installed on October 2, 2016, 
as members and pledged to live the spirituality of the Congre-
gation and its founders.

Claude Poullart des Places, one of the youngest founders of 
a religious organization, organized the Spiritans in France in 
1703, while still in the seminary. He was ordained a priest in 
1707, and died of pleurisy two years later on October 2, 1709. 
A scholar who came from a wealthy family and studied to be-
come a lawyer, he later dedicated his life in service to the poor 
and marginalized.

In this spirit of des Places, the new Lay Spiritan Associates as-
sembled at the Spiritan Center in Bethel Park, Pa., for the in-
stallation, the culmination of a multi-year probationary and 
formation process to enter into membership. New Lay Spiritan Associate Kate Lecci gives a reading.
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The new Lay Spiritan Associates are: Ilena Yurochko, Carol Serafin, Rose Velgich, Deacon Tom and Janet Berna, 
Luci-Jo  DiMaggio, Kate Lecci, Adam Wasilko, Ed Bayer, Ian Nettleship and Carmen Acetta.

Earlier in the day, the new Lay Spiritans 
participated in an afternoon of prayer 
and reflection entitled, Embracing My 
Lay Spiritan Vocation, facilitated by Dr. 
Anne Marie Hansen.  Later that after-
noon, Fr. Jeffrey Duaime, C.S.Sp., pro-
vincial of the U.S. Province of the Con-
gregation of the Holy Spirit, presided at 
the installation ceremony. 

In reflecting on their call to becoming a 
Lay Spiritan Associates, each of the new 
members expressed hearing God call-
ing them individually and collectively 
to this vocation. As Ian Nettleship said, 
“Becoming a Lay Spiritan has been the 
journey home to the real person God 
meant for me to be.  A simple, authen-
tic life in the service of the poorest in 

this world has always been written on my heart.  Now I listen, and now I know that this is where I need to be.”

Carol Serafin felt a sense of community with the Spiritans, after raising a family and the loss of her husband left her 
feeling lonely, she said that becoming an Associate, “means being part of something larger than myself and being 
open to what and where the Holy Spirit wants me to be.”

To be eligible to become a Lay Spiritan Associate, applicants must be practicing Catholics over the age of 21 who 
have completed a prescribed probation period and a two-year formation program. The formation process consists 
of regular meetings, prayer and discernment, reflections on the writings of Spiritan founders and other Spiritan 
documents, organized group discussions on various Spiritan topics, apostolic action and participation in various 
Spiritan liturgical and social gatherings.

The initial annual commitment is three years, with subsequent three-year commitments offered to those who wish 
to continue as Associates. After nine years, the member can apply for permanent status as a Lay Spiritan Associate, 
accepting a life-long commitment to engaging with the poor and supporting the on-going work and charisms of 
the Congregation.

As the new Lay Spiritan Associates begin their initial commitment as members, they do so in the footsteps of 
Claude Poullart des Places, who combined scholarship, life-long learning, devotion to God and the Catholic faith 
and service to others as a standard for living. In fulfilling such a life lived, des Places’ final request before he died 
was to be buried in a simple grave among the poor he served and not in acknowledgement and grandeur.

For more information on becoming a Lay Spiritan Associate, visit the website of the U.S. Province of the Congrega-
tion of the Holy Spirit at: spiritans.org.
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HGP Begins Year With Mass of the Holy Spirit
BENSALEM, PA -- Holy Ghost Preparatory School (HGP) opened its 2016-17 academic year with the traditional 
Mass of the Holy Spirit on Sunday, September 11. In his welcome address to those in attendance, HGP President 
Gregory J. Geruson ‘79, invoked the Holy Spirit, “to bless and strengthen the United States on the 15th Anniversary 
of the 9/11 attacks. We also ask the Holy Spirit to be present in the hearts and minds of our 485 students, along with 
the faculty, staff, administration and families of our students as we begin this 119th school year.”

Several hundred students, staff, administration, friends of the school and their families attend the Mass and open-
ing ceremonies in the main courtyard of the school.

Featured during the day’s activities were an overview of HGP’s new Arts and Athletic Activity Center, which will 
house a performing arts theater and music and choral instruction, along with indoor athletic facilities with a multi-
purpose gymnasium. In addition, the Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) Initiative is a new facil-
ity in the school’s Cornwells Hall, which will allow students to participate in hands-on, inquiry-based learning to 
prepare HGP students for future careers. All are meant to showcase Holy Ghost Preparatory School as the area’s 
premier Catholic college-prep institution.
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                                Profession Date 

Fr. Fidelis Nwankwo, C.S.Sp   November 8, 1986 30 Years
Fr. Jean-Pierre Tambwe, C.C.Sp.  November 1, 2001      15 Years

Prayer Requests - for the recently deceased:
Dat Tien Nguyen, father of Fr. Joseph Quan Nguyen, C.S.Sp., passed away on September 26, 
2016, in California.

Fr. Jean Pierre Tambwe’s, C.S.Sp., aunt, Bibiana Kungwa, who died September 30, 2016; and 
nephew, Patient Tambwe, who died September 9, 2016.

Fr. Kohler Birthday a “Labor” of Love
by Mary Kay Hindes

This year, Fr. Gerald Kohler’s, C.S.Sp., (at left), 79th birthday hap-
pened to fall on Labor Day, meaning a double celebration at Liber-
mann Hall. There were birthday decorations, picnic foods, a spe-
cial cake made from a recipe from Africa, and games to play after 
lunch. It was a beautiful day to celebrate this special man, who has 
faced many recent health challenges. Happy Birthday, Fr. Kohler!

October
1 Fr. Peter Osuji
4 Fr. Christopher P. Promis
12 Fr. Chris  H. McDermott
21 Fr. Duc G. Luong
27 Fr. William H. Christy
27 Fr. Norbert T. Rosso

November
16 Fr. Brandon B. Nguyen
18 Fr. Binh T. Quach
20 Fr. Silvio A. D’Ostilio
23 Fr. James H. Burnie
25 Fr. Michael Begley
27 Bro. Michael E. Suazo

December
5 Fr. Simon T. Nguyen
12 Fr. Simon Lobon
12 Fr. Thomas P. Tunney
14 Fr. Joshua Otusafo
17 Fr. Gilbert Tairo
18 Fr. Jeffrey T. Duaime
21 Fr. David T. Cottingham

Best wishes for a very Happy Birthday to these Spiritans who celebrate 
birthdays during the months of October, November and December.  

Happy Birthday!

Congratulations to the following Spiritans on their many years of faithful service! 
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Mother Teresa of Calcutta Elevated to Sainthood
By Elise Harris
Catholic News Agency

VATICAN CITY -- Pope Francis officially declared Mother Teresa of Calcutta a saint of the Roman Catholic 
Church on Sunday, September 4, 2016, in front of thousands of pilgrims in St. Peter’s Square – a move the entire 
world has been awaiting.

“For the honor of the Blessed Trinity, the exaltation of the Catholic faith and the increase of the Christian life, by 
the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, and our own, after due delibera-
tion and frequent prayer for divine assistance, and having sought the counsel of many of our brother Bishops, we 
declare and define Blessed Teresa of Calcutta to be a Saint,” Pope Francis exclaimed as the crowd roared with ap-
plause. “We enroll her among the Saints, decreeing that she is to be venerated as such by the whole Church. In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

Her canonization is significant not only because it took place during the Jubilee Year of Mercy, but also because 
it fell during a special September 2-4 Jubilee celebration for workers and volunteers of mercy, of whom Mother 
Teresa is widely considered one of the greatest of our time. She died on September 5, 1997, and was beatified just 
six years later by St. Pope John Paul II on October 19, 2003.


