
Spiritan Ministry in 
China

China is estimated to have between 10 and 15 
million Catholics, approximately one percent of 
the country’s population. The history of Cathol-
icism in China is long and complicated. As with 
any culture, successful evangelization must 
incorporate and embrace cultural differences. 
Missionaries must strike a delicate balance 
so as not to exacerbate tensions between the 
Church and the Chinese government. 

In 2014, the General Council of the Congrega-
tion of the Holy Spirit confirmed its decision to 
explore the possibility of a Spiritan presence in 
China. Occasional pastoral activities had been 
undertaken in the San Dong Province since 
2011, and after dialogue with the Administra-
tor of the Diocese of Yi Du about the ministry 
of the Spiritans there, more specific forms of 
ministry were initiated in 2016. 

With the goals of placing the Spiritan Charism 
at the service of the Church in China, and 
helping to develop the missionary dimension, 
several key objectives were established for the 
first three years of Spiritan ministry there. 
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We set out to share our Spiritan vocation and 
life with the people of China, offering new 
insights in relation to spiritual and pastoral 
theology.  

The first two years were filled with enthusiasm 
and joy because we were able to assist the di-
ocese in the development and implementation 
of a strategic pastoral plan. The process went 
well for the first year, but was met with increas-
ing resistence thereafter.  

For the last two years, our ministry was limited 
strictly to the Marriage Encounter Movement 
(assisting married couples to grow emotional-
ly and spiritually) and twice weekly visitation 
of the sick, the poor and the homebound who 
were the most neglected in the diocese. 
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By Fr. Binh T. Quach, C.S.Sp.

One of several Marriage Encounter Weekends held in the Diocese of Yi Du from 2015-2018

Fr. Binh T. Quach, C.S.Sp., at the Ordination of two deacons
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Despite these limitations, nearly 60 
couples attended Marriage Encounter 
Weekends from 2015-2018! These 
weekends were the first of their kind 
conducted in the Diocese of Yi Du. 
The participating couples continue 
to meet monthly for sharing and 
ongoing formation and have become 
actively involved in the ministries of 
their parishes. 

Also during this time, I ran the  
Pastoral Center of the Diocese and 
developed the curriculum for the 
three-year formation of catechists. 
This was especially important be-
cause of the small number of priests 
in the diocese. 

Weekly Scripture classes were 
well-attended by laity. 

Unfortunately, 
changes in the local 
situation made 
missionary ministry 
increasingly more 
difficult.

With the Marriage 
Encounter ministry bearing abundant 
fruit and several couples more than 

With the fire of Pentecost fresh in our hearts, 
we Spiritans are greeting summer with  
renewed energy. 

Exciting changes are underway in the U.S. 
Province, as we welcome a new director at 
the Spiritan Office for Mission Advancement. 
Also on the horizon is our newly redesigned 
website, scheduled to debut in July.

We are enthusiastic about the work that lay 
ahead, as we forge new relationships in an 
effort to share this fire of God’s love with all 
whom we meet. 

Spiritan Ministry in China
Continued from page 1

“Mission is really the 
work of God. All we can 
do is be available and 

flexible as instruments in 
God’s hands.”

To the ends of the earth, Spiritans have gone 
and will continue to go, and it’s through 
your prayers and support that our mission is 
possible. 

Thank you for your interest in the work of the 
Spiritans – as we go to the people, walking 
beside them, listening to them, and sharing 
our faith with them.

capable of assuming leadership, I 
began to discern where the Spirit was 
leading me in my ministry. 

Little did I know the discernment pro-
cess would lead me to the Center for 

Faith and Culture at 
the University of St. 
Thomas in Houston, 
Texas. In January 
2019, I assumed the 
position of director 
of the Center. 

Over the past 14 
years, the words of Fr. Francis Liber-
mann have become more and more 

prominent in my consciousness: “God 
is all and man is nothing.”  

Mission is really the work of God.  All 
we can do is be available and flexible 
as instruments in God’s hands. 

I am deeply grateful for the opportu-
nity to serve the Church in Taiwan and 
China. Through all the ups and downs 
of these years, I feel that I have been 
formed and transformed in deepening 
my call as a religious missionary.

Fr. Binh makes a home visit to a family in the Diocese of Yi Du



News from 
SOMA

Spiritan Office for Mission 
Advancement 
 
Based in Houston, Texas, the Spiritan 
Office for Mission Advancement (SOMA) 
supports the Congregation’s public and 
charitable works of health, education, 
social services, and religious mission in 
the United States and throughout the 
world. 

Mr. John Gillespie, Director 
Fr. Mike Grey, C.S.Sp., Asst. Director 
Mr. Ray Sylvester, Mission Projects 
 
1700 West Alabama St. 
Houston, TX 77098 
(713) 522-2882

After wide consultation and much 
reflection, the Provincial Council 
made the decision to invest in the 
future of SOMA to 
support the mission-
ary, educational, pasto-
ral, humanitarian, and 
charitable projects 
and mission of the 
Congregation, both in 
the United States and 
internationally.  
 
This May, Mr. John 
Gillespie was hired 
as our new director. A 
lay professional with 
experience in strategic planning and 
fundraising, John brings a wealth of 
knowledge that will help strengthen 
our Spiritan mission both at home 
and abroad. He is a longtime resi-
dent of Houston, Texas, and active in 
his local parish. 
 

With the hiring of a new lay director 
for SOMA, we seek to build and nur-
ture relationships and engage more 

people in learning 
about the mission of 
our Congregation.   
 
SOMA will continue to 
be based in Houston 
and will take full ad-
vantage of the current 
location and relation-
ships that have been 
established over the 
last six decades.   
 
We are grateful to all 

those who have contributed over 
the years to SOMA, particularly Fr. 
Dave Cottingham, C.S.Sp., who has 
worked hard the past two and a half 
years in coordinating the work of 
SOMA and raising funds for various 
mission projects across the Congre-
gation.

Visit Spiritans.org/Donate

Follow us on Facebook

Exciting changes are underway at the Spiritan Office for Mission  
Advancement!
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SOMA Welcomes a 
New Director

Continued on page 4

Mr. John Gillespie,  
Director of SOMA

The Winter 2018 issue of One Heart 
One Spirit included an article about 
the work of Frs. Paul Flamm, C.S.Sp., 
Dickson Kilula, C.S.Sp., Daniel Waw-
eru, C.S.Sp., and Deockary Massawe, 
C.S.Sp. at the Nyarugusu Refugee 
camp in Kigoma, Tanzania.  
 
At that time the camp had what 
were referred to as “makeshift” 
churches in place. We are happy to 
report that through the generosity 
of friends like YOU,  the situation 
has since greatly improved! 

Churches Rise in 
Tanzanian Refugee 
Camp

< Thank you to our donors 
who made this project 
possible!

http://www.spiritans.org/donate/


Continued from page 3

Churches Rise in Tanzanian Refugee Camp

Priests’ residence at St. Martial College

Fr. Flamm writes, “We had received 
some private donations which ena-
bled us to begin laying the founda-
tions for two more durable churches, 
trusting that additional funding would 
be available. By the grace of God, the 
Spiritan Office for Mission Advance-
ment (SOMA) recognized the urgency 
of our situation, and in November 
2018 they donated $64,000 in re-
sponse to our project proposal for the 
construction of two churches. 
 
Among the Burundian faithful there 
were two architects and numerous 
skilled construction workers who 
agreed to work on the construction 
of the churches for half the wages 
they would normally receive from the 
aid agencies working in Nyarugusu. 
Similarly, the faithful in our small 
Christian communities agreed to 
assist the construction workers on a 
voluntary basis following a rotating 
schedule. They also agreed to provide 
food for the workers on the days they 
were scheduled. 
 
By the second week of December we 
had already purchased all the nec-
essary materials for the walls and 
columns, so the construction work 
began again in earnest. The construc-
tion of the churches was very much a 
community effort. By the end of March, 
they were ready to put the roofing in 
place. Thanks be to God, there were 

no injuries among the workers, despite 
the inherent dangers of construction.  
 
By Easter Sunday the doors, windows 
and seating were also all in place for 
our Easter Masses. As a symbolic re-
minder of all the work they had done 
to build the churches, the offertory 
and special collections from the previ-
ous months were used to purchase the 
various furnishings for the altar and 
sanctuary, as well as the related cloths 
in all the liturgical colors.  
 
So, our joy in celebrating Our Lord’s 
resurrection, as well as in celebrating 
the new life we ourselves have been 
given in the waters of baptism, was 
increased by our joy of having com-
pleted the majority of the construction 
work on the new churches. 
 
Bishop Rogath Kimaryo, C.S.Sp. of 
Same Diocese, a fellow Spiritan, 
has very graciously agreed to bless 
the two churches during his visit to 
Nyarugusu in August this year to cele-
brate the sacrament of confirmation.  
 
The remaining construction work on 
the churches will be completed before 
then. The churches are well construct-
ed buildings that will continue to 
serve the worship needs of Burundian 
Catholic community for the foreseea-
ble future.”

Makeshift church

Burundian faithful pitch in

Nearly complete! Lenten retreat for youth4



Online
Now you can support the work of the 
U.S. Spiritans when you shop at Amazon! 
Visit amazonsmile.com and select 
“Sharelink-Spiritans Worldwide Aid  
Foundation Inc.” as your charity of choice. 

You can also visit www.Spiritans.org 
and click on the “Donate” button. Use the 
drop down menu to direct your donation 
to a category of projects, or dedicate 
your generous gift to a specific project.   

Check / Money Order
Please make you check payable to:  
Congregation of the Holy Spirit, 
1700 West Alabama St., Houston, TX 
77098. An envelope is enclosed for your 
convenience.

Please call 713-522-2882 with  
questions.

Ways to 
Contribute

THANK YOU!

Spiritans Distribute Aid in Mozambique After 
Back-to-back Cyclones
Six weeks after Cyclone Idai made landfall in Mozambique on March 14, 
2019 Cyclone Kenneth followed.

Winds from the cyclones reached 
more than 100 miles per hour, and 
caused heavy rains affecting Sofala, 
Zambezia, Tete and Manica provinces. 

Mozambique National Disaster 
Management 
Institute (INGC) 
indicated that 
1.5 million 
people were 
affected, includ-
ing more than 
140,000 people 
displaced – many 
sheltered across 
139 evacuation 
centers, sponta-
neous settings and makeshift shelters.

As of May 1, 2019, some 641 people 
have been confirmed dead as a result 
of the cyclones, according to the most 
recent reports issued by INGC. At the 
same time, more than 1,500 people 
were injured, and more than 230,000 
houses were damaged and destroyed. 

The cyclones also affected Mozam-
bique’s food security and livelihoods 
in the long term, due to extensive 
damage to standing crops immedi-
ately before the harvest season due 
in the months of March and April, as 
well as loss of seeds and tools. 

The entire southern Africa region 
has been facing the effects of the 
ongoing El Niño with below-average 
cumulative rainfall and abnormally 
high temperatures for the 2018-19 
season. 

Spiritans are 
on the ground 
in Mozambique 
and the neigh-
boring countries 
of Malawi and 
Zimbabwe dis-
tributing aid to 
those in need.

You can help 
by donating online at Spiritans.org/
Donate. Please select “Emergency As-
sistance” to designate your donation 
to this project. 

Checks should be made payable to 
The Congregation of the Holy Spirit 
and mailed to 1700 West Alabama St. 
Houston, TX 77098. Please designate 
“Emergency Fund” on the memo line. 
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Spiritan Campus Ministry students at Duquesne University 
participated in their annual Cross-Cultural Mission Experi-
ences over spring break, rolling up their sleeves for hands-
on service projects in underserved communities. Three 
separate trips were taken to Dayton, OH and Baltimore, MD; 
Mullens, WV; and Immokalee, FL.

Students at the University of San Diego participated in 
Tijuana Spring Breakthrough, a yearly opportunity through 
the school’s campus ministry, led by Fr. Mike White, C.S.Sp. 
Fifteen students made the trip to Mexico in March for an  
experience focused on accompaniment and solidarity, in-
spired by the Spiritan charism.

Finally, students from Spiritan school Holy Ghost Prep in 
Bensalem, Pennsylvania, traveled to West Virginia in April 
for their annual construction-focused service projects. 

Mission trips to the Spiritan missions in the Dominican  
Republic and Tanzania will take place over the summer.

St. Jude’s Delivers Hope in Tanzania
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Students Experience Cross-Cultural Mission Firsthand

tanks, and outbuildings to support 
these activities.

The campus Health Center serves the 
surrounding community, and is need of 
toilets and showers for those patients 
who are staying in the health center.

You can support improvements to the 
Health Center by designating “St. Jude” 
on the enclosed donation envelope; or 
donate online at www.Spiritans.org/
Donate and designate “St. Jude.” 

Established in 1963, St. Jude 
Catholic Parish, Mto wa Mbu, is 
in the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Arusha, and for the past 56 years 
Spiritans have ministered to it. 

In 1963, prior to the church’s con-
struction, services were conducted 
beneath a tree. Later, parishioners 
built a small wooden tent to hold 
services.  

Eventually, the parish was given a 
parcel of land by a St. Jude parish-
ioner.

More than half a century later, the 
parish campus encompasses 10 acres 
of land which serves the parish com-
munity, parish school, Little Sisters 
of St. Joseph Convent, Mother Oda’s 
Vocational School, the Health Center, 
rectory, greenhouses, gardens, water 

St. Jude Arusha Confirmation Class of 2019
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DATES
TO 

REMEMBER

June 
09   Pentecost

16   Father’s Day

21   1st Day of Summer

29   Feast of Sts. Peter  
         and Paul

July
04   Independence Day

August
15   Feast of the       
         Assumption

September
01   World Day of             
         Prayer for the 
         Care of Creation

09   Feast of St. Peter   
         Claver

09   Feast of Blessed  
         Jacques Laval

Houston, TX  
On February 27, the Donald S. Nesti C.S.Sp. 
Center for Faith and Culture at the University 
of St. Thomas kicked off its 25th anniversary 
celebration year with a breakfast for the UST 
community.

Here and There...

Arlington, VA  
Our Lady Queen of Peace, a Spiritan parish 
in Arlington, Virginia, has installed 319 solar 
panels to help reduce carbon emissions. Pa-
rishioners were inspired by Pope Francis and 
his efforts to combat climate change.

Philadelphia, PA  
St. Peter Claver Church in Philadelphia closed 
its doors on April 8, 2019. Founded in 1892, it 
served as the Mother Church for Black Catho-
lics in Philadelphia. The Spiritans proudly 
served the Black Catholic community for almost 
100 years at this parish.

< Toronto, Canada 
The Spiritan Major Superiors who form the 
Union of Circumscriptions for North America 
and the Caribbean (UCNAC) met from April 
23-27, 2019, near Toronto, Canada, as part 
of their annual regional meeting of Spiritan 
leaders from the Caribbean and North Ameri-
ca. Fr. Jeff Duaime, C.S.Sp., attended on behalf 
of the U.S. Province.

Pittsburgh, PA  
Fr. Damien Meki, C.S.Sp., Spiritan Schol-
ar-in-Residence at Duquesne University, recent-
ly gave a lecture summarizing his research on 
the essential elements of Spiritan spirituality, 
which he is compiling into a manual. 

Bensalem, PA > 
In January, 11 students from Holy Ghost Prep 
traveled to Dublin in the first part of an ex-
change program with Blackrock College, a 
Spiritan school in Ireland. HGP reciprocated in 
April by welcoming 10 Blackrock students and 
two teachers to Bensalem, PA. Visiting students 
attended Holy Ghost Prep classes, took in a 
Phillies baseball game, and made trips to Phila-
delphia and New York City.

> >

> >



From the Spiritan Archives

Contact Us
CONGREGATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
PROVINCE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Fr. Jeffrey T. Duaime, C.S.Sp., Provincial 
6230 Brush Run Rd. 
Bethel Park, PA 15102 
412.831.0302 
 
SPIRITAN OFFICE FOR MISSION  
ADVANCEMENT 
Mr. John Gillespie, Director 
1700 West Alabama St. 
Houston, TX 77098 
713.522.2882

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: “Whom shall I 
send? Who will go for us?” And I said, “Here I am. Send me!” 

- Isaiah 6:8
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Fathers Healy, Seiter and Perreault at their  
Ordination in 1962, the same year as the  
opening of the Second Vatican Council. 

Vatican II was convened by Pope John XXIII and was 
tasked with making the historical teachings of the 
Church clear to a modern world, on topics including 
the nature of the church, the mission of the laity and 
religious freedom.


