
Religious Brothers are an Integral Part of 
Spiritan History and Future
As Religious Brothers Day approaches on May 1, 
the feast of St. Joseph the Worker, it’s a time-
ly opportunity to reflect on the rich history of 
Spiritan brothers and their invaluable contribu-
tions to our religious community. 

By definition, a religious brother is a member of 
a Christian religious order who commits himself 
to following Christ in the consecrated life of the 
Church, usually by the vows of poverty, chastity, 
and obedience. 

Spiritan brothers live in community with priests 
as equals, serving alongside them in both mis-
sionary and apostolic work, such as education 
and parish ministry. 

The difference lies in the call. A person enters 
religious life responding to a call from the Lord. 
He may be seeking vowed religious life, but not 
necessarily the priesthood. 

Brother Michael Suazo, C.S.Sp., heard the call 
early – he knew from the fourth grade that he 
wanted to enter a religious community as a 
brother.

“I remember being inspired to enter consecrat-
ed life by the Divine Word priests and brothers 
working in my home parish of St. Patrick in West 
Oakland, Calif., when I was a child, and later by a 
Spiritan vocation poster I had seen when I was a 
teenager,” said Br. Michael. “My parents were sup-
portive, though confused that such an aspiration 
would be coming from a fourth grader!”

He entered the Spiritan seminary in Houston, 
Texas, in 1971, at age 17, and his first profession 
was in 1975. 

Throughout his time with the Spiritans, Br. 
Michael has been involved in administration as 
provincial secretary and vocations director, and 
served at a variety of Spiritan parishes and out-
reach ministries to the poor and marginalized. 
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He currently serves as Director of Hospital-
ity at the Spiritan Retreat Center in Bethel 
Park, Pa. 

At this time, he is the only Spiritan brother 
in the U.S. Province of the Congregation of 
the Holy Spirit, but there are more than 200  
active and retired brothers worldwide. 

Br. Michael continues in a long tradition of 
religious brothers whose contributions have 
helped shaped the Spiritan community over 
the years. 

Br. Jerry Keating, C.S.Sp., worked at 
Duquesne University, first as a chef, where 
he fed penniless students during the De-
pression. He was a well-known figure on 
campus for more than 50 years, and earned 
an honorary doctorate in humanitarian 
service. 
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Dear Friends, 

Preparations are well underway for the 
21st General Chapter of the Congre-
gation of the Holy Spirit, which I will 
attend in Lichen, Poland, along with 
Anne Marie Hansen, who will represent 
the North American Lay Spiritans. 

There could not be a more perfect illus-
tration of Spiritan unity and community than the Chapter, as 
more than 70 confreres will gather together from all over 
the world, speaking different languages, yet all united in 
the common language of the Spiritan mission.

have made and be moved to con-
sider a religious vocation,” says Fr. 
Honest Munishi, C.S.Sp., the Voca-
tions Director for the U.S. Province. 

He says that while 
getting young 
people involved in 
religious life can 
be challenging, 
the reward is that 
much greater. 

“It’s really about leading youth to a 
place where their hearts are open 
and they can understand where 

Continued from page 1

We know that founders Claude Poullart des Places 
and Francis Libermann will join us in spirit, as we 
work together to see through today’s modern lens 
their beautiful shared vision for a missionary Congre-
gation dedicated to service to the poor and disenfran-
chised.  

I humbly ask you, our faithful friends and supporters, 
to pray for us on this journey, that we may discern and 
accept God’s plans for our Congregation.

Thank you for everything you do.

Religious Brothers are an Integral Part of Spiritan History and Future

Br. Francis Sullivan, C.S.Sp., was in 
the first group of missionaries to 
go to East Africa, spending more 
than 50 years in Tanzania building 
churches and hospitals. 

He often crossed unpaved roads 
in a huge truck to carry food to 
the starving Maasai, raising funds 
and using his own meager pocket 
money to buy them food. 

Br. Baldomir Hermanns, C.S.Sp., 
(pictured far right) known by the 
Igbo as “Brother Iron Hand,” was 
a mechanical engineer who built 
churches and cathedrals in Nigeria. 

These men of faith are just a few 
examples of the 70+ Spiritan broth-
ers who have been part of the U.S. 
Province over the years. 

“We pray that future generations 
will see the impact these brothers 

“Today, society in the United States and our 
Church needs to see and experience the  

mercy and compassion of God, through the 
lives of Brothers more than ever.”  
- Religious Brothers Conference 2018 

the Spirit may be guiding them,” 
Fr. Honest says. “Priesthood, reli-
gious brotherhood, serving God in 
a lay ministry – none of that really 
matters at the beginning. We meet 
people where they are, and the 
direction becomes clearer through-
out the discernment process.”

If you or someone you know is 
interested in learning more about 
the Spiritans, please contact Fr. 
Honest Munishi at (412) 831-0302 
or joinus@spiritans.org. 



News from 
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Spiritan Office for Mission 
Advancement 
 
Mr. John Gillespie, Director 
Fr. Mike Grey, C.S.Sp., Development Officer 
Ms. Susan Martin, Bookkeeper 
Mr. Ray Sylvester, Mission Projects 
 
1700 West Alabama St. 
Houston, TX 77098 
(713) 522-2882

Visit Spiritans.org/Donate
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2019 in Review
Based in Houston, Texas, the Spiritan Office for Mission Advancement 
(SOMA), supports the Congregation’s public and charitable works of health, 
education, social services, and religious mission in the United States and 
throughout the world. It operates under the auspices of Sharelink-Spiritan 
Worldwide Aid Foundation, Inc. (The Spiritan Foundation). This support 
includes:

• Financial assistance including capital contributions, loans, and grants 
and acting as fiscal agent 

• Solicitation and receipt of funds, grants, gifts, and contributions directly 
or in trust for the religious and charitable purposes of the  
Congregation

• Provision of technical support and advice to Spiritan missionaries 
directing developmental projects overseas

• Support for the special needs of the elderly, infirm, and disabled  
members of the Congregation, including but not limited to housing, 
health care, and relief from financial distress

• Management of funds, securities, and property of SOMA, be it real,  
personal, or mixed in nature

SOMA projects respond to the following areas of need:

• Education
• Evangelization / Pastoral Care
• Famine / Drought relief
• Healthcare / Sanitation / Water Security
• Seminarian Formation
• Mission Structure Repairs

In the past year, SOMA distributed $206,148 in project funds to 22  
countries.

Continued on page 4



A Light in the Darkness
Because of its proximity to the equator, a typical day in Nigeria consists of 12 
hours of light and 12 hours of darkness. Imagine what one could do if light was 
available during those 12 hours of darkness. 

YOUR GIFTS made it possible for Holy Ghost College in Sankera to be connected 
to the local electric grid. Thank you for bringing life-changing electricity to those 
who have never experienced it!

We asked some of the students what having lighting 24 hours a day means to 
them.

“It will help us to use fans to cool ourselves during 
hot seasons. It will enable the students to know 
more about media education by the use of media 
gadgets that will help the students to get informa-
tion as well as produce media content.”  
- Terkera Nlanga

“We can now read at night and also copy our notes 
at night. Our Information Communication Technology 
Center will be back on track.” - Watchin Simon Peter

“With light around the school grounds, we are safe 
to walk around at night because we can easily de-
tect any dangerous reptile around that can harm us. 
We shall improve our computer skills. We can pump 
water into the water tank which will be used for 
drinking, taking our bath, and washing clothes.”  
- Kaanan Emmanuel

2019: A Year in Review
Continued from page 3

$206,148 
distributed in project funds

Your gifts allowed the Congregation 
to change the lives of thousands of 
people to whom we minister. Here 
are just a few projects your dona-
tions supported in 2019:

22  
countries received support

Holy Ghost College in Sankera, 
Nigeria, was able to hook into the 

local electrical grid, giving students 
and faculty access to computers and 

adequate lighting at night 

6  
men in Vietnam were the first to be  

ordained as deacons thanks to  
generous support over the years for 

seminarians in Asia

Your seminarian support contributions 
are also at work in Tanzania, the  

Democratic Republic of the Congo, and 
the Philippines 
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The Spiritan Office for Mission Advancement

presents

Wednesday, October 21, 2020
• 6:00 PM
Cocktail Reception
• 7:00 PM
Dinner, Program & Entertainment

Hilton Post Oak
2001 Post Oak Blvd., Houston, Texas 77056
For more information, visit www.Spiritans.org/Cor-Unum. 

Sponsorship opportunities are available. Please contact John Gillespie 
at 713.522.2882 or gillespie.soma@gmail.com. 

~ Celebrating 50 years of Spiritans in Texas ~ 
Benefits mission projects in Vietnam, Tanzania & Nigeria

Cor Unum:
SPIRITANS

INMission

Honoring
Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza

Archbishop Emeritus of  
Galveston-Houston

Advisory Board Members
Fr. Michael Grey, C.S.Sp., Event Chair
Fr. Huy Dinh, C.S.Sp.
Fr. Jeffrey Duaime, C.S.Sp.
Fr. Donald Nesti, C.S.Sp.
Dr. Richard Gosser

Ms. Roz Hill
Mr. James G. Miller
Mr. Steve Patterson
Mr. Bruce Wilkinson

Contributions to the emergency fund 
following Hurricane Idai in Mozam-
bique, Malawi and Zimbabwe provided 
temporary shelter, food and water to 
hundreds 

Your response to the ongoing food scar-
city in East Pokot, Kenya, delivered tons 
of millet and sorghum, as well as water, 
to the nomadic people of the region 

200  
inmates in an Ethiopian men’s prison 
were provided cots for sleeping. 

150  
children at the St. Francis Nursery 
School in Kibera, Kenya, now receive 
daily breakfast 

Poor and orphaned children in Vietnam 
and Zambia were provided with food and 
clothing in ongoing programs 

Safe, drinkable water is being provid-
ed to a center in Tanzania caring for 
orphaned children 
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21st General Chapter Will Begin in June 2020
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The 21st General Chapter of the 
Congregation will soon take place in 
Lichen, Poland. 

From June 14 through July 11, 2020, 
66 elected delegates from Spiritan 
circumscriptions around the globe 
will gather for a month of prayer, 
reflection and fellowship, as they 
seek guidance from the Holy Spirit in 
determining God’s will for the Con-
gregation in the years to come. 

Alongside the elected delegates, 
members of the General Council and 
the secretary of the General Council 
will be in attendance, as well as four 
invited Lay Spiritans. 

Fr. Jeffrey Duaime, C.S.Sp., Provincial 
Superior of the U.S. Province, 

is attending the Chapter on behalf of 
the province, and Anne Marie Hansen 
will represent the North American 
Lay Spiritans. 

Planning has been underway for 
months for this important gather-
ing which happens only once every 
eight years. The Chapter will receive 
reports from each circumscription 
and vote to elect the next Superior 
General.

Fr. John Fogarty, C.S.Sp., was pre-
viously elected to this role by the 
delegates of the 20th General Chapter 
in Bagamoyo, Tanzania, in 2012. 

Please join Spiritans worldwide in 
prayer for the delegates as they 
discern the Spiritan mission today as 
called upon by God. §
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Online
Visit www.Spiritans.org and click 
on the “Donate” button. Use the drop 
down menu to direct your donation to a 
category of projects, or dedicate your 
generous gift to a specific project.  

Ways to Contribute to SOMA

THANK YOU!

Amazon Smile
Visit amazonsmile.com and select 
“Sharelink-Spiritans Worldwide Aid 
Foundation Inc.” as your charity of 
choice.  

Check / Money Order
Please make you check payable to:  
Congregation of the Holy Spirit, 
1700 West Alabama St., Houston, TX 
77098. An envelope is enclosed for 
your convenience.

Questions? Please call 713-522-2882.

PRAYER FOR THE XXI GENERAL 
CHAPTER

God of new beginnings,
God of our founders and ancestors in the 

Faith,
As we prepare for our forthcoming General 

Chapter in Lichen, Poland, we pray to 
you in gratitude for the charism we have 
inherited from Claude Poullart des Places 

and Francis Libermann.
Give us new eyes, to discern the horizons 
for Spiritan mission to which you call us

in the challenging world of today.
Give us new ears, to listen to your 

ever-creating Word and to hear the voices 
of those who hope and long for a better 

world.
Give us new words, to proclaim the joyful 
Gospel of Christ and to speak of your love 

and mercy for all people.
Breathe on each one of us your life-giving 

Spirit of renewal.
May we rejoice in the richness of our 

diversity and strive to foster among our 
Spiritan family a deeper communion of life 

and mission.
May Mary, faithful disciple of Pentecost,
give us heart by her example to support 
and defend the weak and the vulnerable

against all that would oppress them.
This prayer we make, Father, through Jesus 
Christ,our fellow companion on our pilgrim 

path,in the Spirit that binds us together.
Amen.
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Fr. Thomas Byrne, C.S.Sp. of Bethel 
Park, a member of the Congregation of 
the Holy Spirit, died peacefully Decem-
ber 5, 2019 at Libermann Hall, Bethel 
Park PA. He was 81 years old.

Fr. Byrne was born July 14, 1938 in 
New York City. He professed his vows 
as a member of the Congregation of 
the Holy Spirit on August 22, 1959 at 
Holy Ghost Novitiate in Ridgefield CT 
and was ordained to the Priesthood 
October 8, 1964 at St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Ferndale in Norwalk CT.

Fr. Byrne had a long career in educa-
tion and parish ministry, with appoint-
ments at high schools, colleges, and 
colleges across the United States. In 
2007, he went into semi-retirement 
and was chaplain to the Sisters of 
Charity of the Incarnate Word in Hou-
ston until his full retirement in 2012. 

He came to Libermann Hall in Bethel 
Park PA and was Archivist as well as 
facilitator of weekly Scripture classes 
at the Spiritan Center until 2017.
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DATES
TO 

REMEMBER

March 
01   First Sunday of  
         Lent

03   Feast of St.
         Katharine Drexel

17   St. Patrick’s Day

April
05   Palm Sunday

10   Good Friday

12   Easter Sunday

19   Divine Mercy
         Sunday

22   Earth Day

May
01   Religious Brothers 
         Day

03   Day of Prayer for
         Vocations

10   Mother’s Day

31   Pentecost

June
08   U.S. Province
         Retreat Begins

14   General Chapter
         Begins

In Memoriam
Fr. Thomas J. Byrne, C.S.Sp.

Fr. Byrne is survived by a sister, as well 
as nieces, nephews, and extended fami-
ly members. 

The Funeral Mass was celebrated on 
December 10, 2019, at the Spiritan 
Center in Bethel Park, Pa.

Judy Stubbs, Lay Spiritan

Mrs. Judy Benoit Stubbs, longtime  Lay 
Spiritan, passed away on January 30, 
2020, at the age of 77. 
Funeral services were 
held on February 1, 
2020 in the Immacu-
late Conception Catho-
lic Church in Jennings, 
Louisiana. Burial took 
place in the Calvary 
Cemetery, Garden of 
Angels. 

Judy held a bachelor’s 
degree in education, 
spending her entire 
teaching career in 
the Catholic schools 
system. 

Judy and her late husband, Peter, were 
members of Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Catholic Church in Lake Charles where 
she served as a Lay Minister and Lector. 

Judy and Peter became 
Lay Spiritans, participat-
ing full-time in Spiritan 
mission. For many years, 
they were assigned by 
the provincial to works 
and lived in commu-
nity with the Spiritans, 
before retiring home to 
Louisiana. Judy is sur-
vived by her daughter, 
two sons, two sisters, 
two brothers, seven 
grandchildren, and one 
great-grandson. 

We will always be 
grateful that Judy and Peter were part 
of our Spiritan family.
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Contact Us
CONGREGATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
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Pictured in the center of the 
cover of the February 1996 issue 
of Spiritan Missionary News is 
Brother Michael Suazo, C.S.Sp., 
alongside several members of the 
U.S., TransCanada, and Puerto Rico 
provinces.

Inside this issue: In honor of 
Religious Brothers Day on May 1, 
read about the role of the relig-
ous brother in the Church and the 
impact religious brothers have 
had throughout Spiritan history. 

“It is not enough to say we are Christians. We must live the 
faith, not only with our words, but with our actions.” 

- Pope Francis

SPIRITANS
ONE HEART, ONE SPIRIT


