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Our Spiritan 
Mission in the 
Context of Racism
It has been a year of undeniable trauma. 
Against the backdrop of a global pandemic, 
the murder of George Floyd and the sub-
sequent protests brought to the national 
spotlight the racial injustice that has long 
plagued our communities. 

The Provincial Leadership Team believes 
that God is calling us to listen to each other 
as we seek a deeper understanding of what 
is happening in our country, which leads to 
action and positive change.

These events challenge us to address the un-
derlying systemic issues that cause inequali-
ty and division within our country. We believe 
we are on a journey of conversion, and that it 
is only with the power of the Spirit that true 
change is possible.

As members of an international missionary 
community, we celebrate the great diversi-
ty that is represented in our membership. 
Almost half of the members of our province 
come from ten different countries, represent-
ing many cultures and languages.

We are enriched by the tremendous gifts 
this multicultural membership represents. 
Throughout our history, our mission has been 
enhanced by many different ethnic groups 
united in our common mission of proclaim-
ing the Gospel to those most in need.

We celebrate that many of the Spiritans 
working in the United States today are peo-
ple of color. We stand together in supporting 
those of our members who have experienced 
firsthand the scourge and shame of racism.

In our history as a Congregation in the 
United States, we have been blessed to work 
with vibrant and faith-filled African-Amer-
ican communities across the country. The 
experience of discrimination and injustice is 
not foreign to their reality. We continue to 
stand with them in the struggle.
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Members of the Congregation of the Holy Spirit Province of the United States have committed to listen and learn from each other as they 
share their personal experiences of living the reality of racial injustice.

Continued on page 2

The Provincial Leadership Team endorsed developing a process to 
address “Our Spiritan Mission in the Context of Racism.”

< This article combines 
excerpts from two recent 
statements from the 
Spiritans U.S. Provincial 
Leadership Team. For 
the full statements, 
please visit Spiritans.
org/evangelization-jus-
tice-and-peace.



Welcome
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As a global community, we are currently  
battling two viruses. The coronavirus is new. 
The other virus—systemic racism and op-
pression—is not. Both are deadly, and both 
require unity to overcome. 

Now is the moment in history for actions to 
speak louder than words. It’s not enough to 
condemn racism from the pew while ignoring 
the voices of our Black brothers and sisters in 
Christ who are pleading for change. 

It’s not enough to pray for the health of 
our loved ones while ignoring the voices of 

experiences of living the reality of 
racial injustice. The intent of the 
listening sessions is to provide a 
safe and supportive atmosphere for 
confreres to sup-
port each other on 
a personal level.

2.  Provide op-
portunities for all 
province members to learn more 
about institutional racism within 
the Church and our country. We 
seek to respond to our cultural 
reality and to continue the process 
of deepening our commitment as a 
province to “live our mission inter-
culturally” as part of the province’s 
ongoing commitment to embrace 
and celebrate the diversity repre-
sented in the province, as well as 
the pain and challenges we face. 

3.  Reflect together on how our 
experience as an intercultural 
community enriches our Spiritan 
mission as we live it out in our 
local Spiritan communities, Spiritan 
parishes, and educational institu-
tions. We encourage our professed 
and Lay Spiritans throughout the 
province to find creative ways to 
address together this critical issue 
of racism with the people we serve. 

Continued from page 1

medical professionals who are pleading for our 
cooperation. 

This is not the first time in history that hu-
manity has battled the demons of disease and 
racial injustice, but through UNITED prayer and 
action, let it be the first time we truly come 
together to conquer them once and for all. 

You are always in my prayers. God bless you. 

Our Spiritan Mission in the Context of Racism

The Provincial Leadership Team 
is committed to addressing the 
issue of racial injustice within our 
Spiritan community and ministries. 
In development is a new process to 
address “Our Spiritan Mission in the 
Context of Racism.” Key elements of 
this initiative include: 

1.  Provide opportunities for 
province members to listen and 
learn from each other as members 
are invited to share their personal 

We commit ourselves to self-examination, 
prayer, and advocacy for the elimination of 

the sin of racism in all its forms.

We commit ourselves to self-ex-
amination, prayer, and advocacy for 
the elimination of the sin of racism 
in all its forms.

As Spiritans, we recognize that this 
transformation can only take place 
with the help of the Holy Spirit. The 
Spirit, offered to all, can restore 
our capacity for conversation and 
dialogue and loving relationships.

The message of the Gospel is clear: 
God is Love. God is revealed fully 
in Jesus Christ, who gives us one 
commandment, that we love one 
another as Christ has loved us.

We pray, and we invite you to join 
us in prayer for God’s grace and 
guidance for citizens and leaders 
of our cities and country. May we, 
as one people, move together 
toward understanding, healing, and 
creating a just society where all 
are treated with the dignity they 
deserve.



News from 
SOMA

Spiritan Office for Mission 
Advancement 
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1700 West Alabama St. 
Houston, TX 77098 
(713) 522-2882

Visit Spiritans.org/Donate
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With Your Help, 
Spiritans Change Lives
More than 6,300 individuals have benefitted from three recent life-chang-
ing projects in Brazil and Ethiopia. 

Thanks to your generous donations and prayers, emergency food and med-
ical supplies were given to families whose incomes were lost due to the 
global pandemic, and students in a Spiritan school received much-needed 
desks to support their education. Here are their stories:

Led by Frs. Emmanuel Dagi, C.S.Sp., and Mario Cabral, C.S.Sp., of Our Lady of 
Nazareth Parish, an emergency food distribution program was established 
to support mostly self-employed workers (farmers, traders, etc.) who have 
lost their income due to COVID-19. The project focused on cases of extreme 
need; specifically, individuals who could not have access to government aid 
and were struggling to feed their families. 

In total, 176 food packages were delivered with the support of SOMA’s do-
nors. The contents included rice, beans, noodles, oil, flour, salt, sugar, coffee, 
canned pork and beef, canned milk and biscuits.

Fonte Boa, Amazonas, Brazil. Emergency Food  
Distribution. 176 Households Fed. 1

Preparation of the food packages in the priests’ residence Fr. Emmanuel Dagi, C.S.Sp.

< “They need support because they are 
mostly those who earn their livelihood 
from day to day and some have depen-
dents such as children.” - Fr. Emmanuel



Coffee for a Cause

Since 2005, when Saint Basil  
Coffee was founded by Jim and 
Mary Boyles (parents of SOMA  
Advisory Board Member John 
Boyles), the organization has con-
tributed more than half a million 
dollars to missions who serve those 
most in need, like the Spiritans. 

Now when you purchase a bag of 
coffee from Saint Basil, a portion of 
the proceeds will be donated to the 
Congregation of the Holy Spirit to 
support our mission work globally. 

Just visit SaintBasilCoffee.com and 
select Group Code “Spiritans” from 
the drop down menu, and your 
coffee habit will help change lives. 
Don’t forget fair trade coffee makes 
an excellent Christmas gift for 
those hard-to-shop-for names on 
your list! Happy sipping!
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Imagine trying to maintain social 
distance with four students 
seated at one desk. Current-
ly administered by Fr. Chia 
Tersugh Emmanuel, C.S.Sp., 
Dhadim Catholic School 
opened in 1973 to minister to 
the nomadic communities in 
the remote areas of southern 
Ethiopia. 

Initially, enrollment was only 
300 students and interest in 
education was minimal, as most fam-
ilies raised livestock for income and 

Holy Ghost School, Dhadim, Yabello, Ethiopia.  
160 New School Desks on the Way!2

migrated often to seek new pastures. 
Spiritans encouraged edu-
cation and as time passed, 
enrollment has increased. 

Now there are more than 780 
registered students and not 
enough desks to accomodate 
them. With your support, 
SOMA was able to provide 
a grant for 160 new school 
desks, which will give stu-
dents more space to learn 

safely. 

Fr. Chia Tersugh Emmanuel, 
C.S.Sp.

Dhadim Medical Center, Yabello, Ethiopia. Medicine & Supplies for 6,000 Patients. 3
The Dhadim Medical Clinic opened in 
1981 under the management of the 
Medical Missionaries of Mary, who were 
invited to the facility by the Spiritans. 

Years later, the Spiritans assumed 
responsibility for the operation of the 
clinic that is approved and recognized 
by the government. 

Administered by Fr. Iwunna Kenneth, 
C.S.Sp., the clinic staff treat patients for 
what are considered to be the top 10 
diseases such as malaria, tuberculosis, 
HIV/AIDS and STDs. 

Pre- and post-natal medical care is also 
in great demand. 

Thanks to generous donations, SOMA 
was able to provide enough medicine 
and supplies for approximately 6,000 
patients. 

Mothers arriving for pre- and post-natal care Freshly stocked medical supply shelves at the clinic
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Show your support on the #Spiritan-
DayofGiving2020 and help Spiritan 
missionaries share the Good News all 
over the world! 

Mark your calendars 
for October 2, 2020 
- the Feast of our 
founder, Claude Poullart des Places!

Led by the Spiritan Office for Mission 

Advancement, the Spiritan Day of Giv-
ing is an opportunity for friends of the 
Spiritans to help us change lives, build-

ing community and 
living the Gospel in 
parts of the world that 
are often neglected. 

Visit Spiritans.org/spiritan-day-of-giv-
ing for more information!

On October 2, we celebrate the Feast 
of Spiritan founder Claude Poullart 
des Places. 

As a seminarian at St. Thomas Col-
lege, he became involved in helping 
immigrant chimney sweepers from 
Savoy and poor seminarians at the 
Jesuit College. The hostel he opened 
for the latter eventually became the 
famous Holy Spirit Seminary, and 
the nursery of a whole new religious 
foundation – the International Mis-
sionary Congregation of the Holy 
Spirit (the Spiritans).

Des Places was no ready made hero 
or miracle-working saint, but an 
ordinary school boy and young adult, 
striving by the grace of God and his 
own best efforts to be and do the best 
he could to be a credit always to his 
family, high school, college, country 
and the Catholic Church.

On October 2, the 311th anniversary of 
his death at age 30, let us all remem-
ber and celebrate this remarkable 
young man who remains one of the 
youngest founders of a major reli-
gious organization in history. 

Visit Spiritans.org/claude-poullart-
des-places to learn more. 

Save the Date! Spiritan Day of Giving - Oct. 2

Spiritan Update from Trinidad
Matthew Broeren, C.S.Sp., made his 
First Profession of Vows as a Spiritan 
more than a year ago on July 22, 2019. 
He has spent the past year in Trinidad, 
studying theology at the Seminary of St. 
John Vianney and Ugandan Martyrs. He 
provides the following update:

“As with all places, COVID-19 has affect-
ed Trinidad. While the government was 
able to combat the spread of the virus, 
there have still 
been losses - social, 
economic, educa-
tional, and spiritual. 

For example, the 
government tried 
to have all online 
courses for all lev-
els of schooling, but 
this led to problems 
of access in areas of 
the country where 
Wi-Fi is not as 
available. 

Of course, as one 
can imagine, the 
poor and vulner-
able have been most affected by the 
rippling effects of COVID, which com-
pounds with existing problems such as 
classism and racism (of which there is 
a growing and more critical awareness 
of both). 

On a community level, things have been 
different. Being under a stay-at-home 
order, outreach and ministry was very 
limited. 

Furthermore, with public masses now 
reopened (though not to maximum 

capacity), some people have been hes-
itant to return to masses and services 
(and rightly so - one should not be 
reckless). 

However, within our community (and 
with nowhere else to go), we were able 
to focus more on liturgy and kept active 
with our gardening and farming pro-
jects. 

Lastly, with reopening 
occurring, we have 
had time to engage 
more deeply with the 
local culture, espe-
cially valuable since 
none of us are from 
Trinidad. 

But, nonetheless, we 
are forced to reima-
gine the presence of 
God in these times 
and our mission. What 
ways of being church 
have emerged that 
ought to stay? What 
are ways that we can 
effectively respond to 

the signs of times in a post-COVID Trini-
dad? Lastly, and for all times, how do 
we now proclaim the presence of the 
Lord of Life in our midst?

Please pray for Trinidad and Tobago 
as a whole as attempts at a response 
to the after-COVID world are made on 
the national level. Please pray for us 
as well, that we might be open to the 
winds of the Spirit and let the Spirit 
carry us wherever we must go. Thank 
you.” 

Matt “kids” around with a photogenic goat

Feast of Claude 
Poullart des Places



Perspectives on Justice & Peace

America and the Question of Race:  
A Personal Observation 
Fr. Lazarus Langbiir, C.S.Sp.

Why is there no answer to the issue 
of racial injustice in America? As 
wonderful as my experience of living 
in America has been, 
I feel sad whenev-
er I think about 
the question of 
racial injustice 
in America. 

During my time in 
America, I have met 
many wonderful people. I have made 
friends. I have studied under some of 
the best scholars in the world. I have 
witnessed people from all walks of 
life gather together to cheer their 
favorite sports teams. 

This naturally beautiful country was 
developed by the hard work of these 
wonderful people. Yet, when the 
question of racial injustice arises, it 
almost always turns political and the 
worst of America surfaces. 

People begin to talk over each other. 
Some people have taken entrenched 
positions on the question and would 
not listen to what the other side has 
to say. And there are those who feel 
awkward and are lost for words when 
the issue comes up. 

This unresolved question leaves a 
bitter taste in my mouth as I re-
flect on my experience in America. 
Sometimes I wonder, could this be 
the Achilles heel of America? I know 
there is a history behind racial in-
justice and the facts are obvious, but 
America surely has what it takes to 
break this chain and turn a new leaf. 
Will the good people in America arise 
and shine?

Following are selected excerpts from essays written by Spiritans in the aftermath of the death of George Floyd. For the full 
versions of these essays, please visit Spiritans.org/racial-justice.

America surely has what it takes to break this 
chain and turn over a new leaf. 
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Black Lives Matter 
Carol Serafin, Lay Spiritan

In the 1950s and ‘60s, when I was 
growing up in Detroit, our working 
class neighborhood began to experi-
ence “white flight” to neighborhoods 
further west or to the suburbs until 
only my Black and Native American 
friends remained. Spending more 
time with my Black friends soon 
caused me to realize that they were 
treated differently than I was treated. 

My parents asked me to pray for 
those people who held the mistaken 
belief that one race is better than 
another. So, I prayed and prayed, but 
it didn’t seem to me that God was 
answering my prayers.

And then the Civil Rights Act and the 
Voting Rights Act were passed and I 
saw that as an answer to my prayers, 
but I had yet to learn that legislation 
does not change people’s hearts. 

Our country just laid to rest John 
Lewis, one of the original freedom 

fighters. He wrote, 
“There is an old African 
proverb, ‘When you 
pray, move your feet.’  
As a nation, if we care 

about our Beloved Community, we 
must move our feet, our hands, our 
hearts, our resources to build and 
not tear down, to reconcile and not 
to divide, to love and not to hate, to 
heal and not to kill...”

I am blessed to be 
part of the Spiritan 
Community that 
tries always to 
“pray with our 
feet.” I have expe-
rienced community 
here in a way that I 
do not anywhere else. We need to 
pray mightily while continuing to 
“move our feet.” May our prayers be 
answered.

On the Death of George Floyd 
Frs. Binh Quach, C.S.Sp. and Donald S. 
Nesti, C.S.Sp.

The death of George Floyd has sent a 
seismic shock through all of us per-
sonally and as communities through-
out our land. 

We become aware that while we pro-
claim that we are a nation e pluribus 
unum, one out of many, we are racked 
by fear, bias and preju-
dice that flow from 
sin which is our 
inability to love 
all and see all as 
neighbor. 

Our inability to 
live the Unum, the 
One, either drives us to violence or 
it leaves us in a catatonic state. Our 
problems in living the belief that 
all people are created equal are not 
political, economic, social or cultural. 
They are rooted in the human spirit 
wounded by sin, the breakdown of 
relationships. 

Our shared way of life as a people, 
our culture, is meant to assist us in 
our pursuit of happiness and enable 
us to live in freedom, peace, justice, 
equality. 

If, however, we choose dispositions 
of heart that divide us, we become 
enclosed in a world driven by fear 
which excludes those who are not us. 

We at the Nesti Center for Faith and 
Culture truly believe that God has 
poured His Spirit of Love onto the 
world. The Divine Spirit, offered to 
all, can restore our capacity for con-
versation and dialogue and loving 
relationships. We must champion the 
inviolable dignity of every human 
person created in God’s image. From 
that dignity all human rights flow. No 
human person is excluded. 



Fr. Wayne Epperley, C.S.Sp., of Detroit, 
Michigan, a member of the Congrega-
tion of the Holy Spirit, died at Vibra 
Hospital on July 3, 2020 after a brief 
illness. He was 66 years old.

Fr. Epperley was born 
January 4, 1954 in Lud-
wigshafen, Germany. 
He professed his vows 
as a member of the 
Congregation of the 
Holy Spirit on August 1, 
1978 at the Holy Ghost 
Novitiate in Ferndale, 
and was ordained to 
the Priesthood October 
1, 1983 at St. Margue-
rite’s Church in Tooele, 
Utah.

Fr. Epperley was first appointed in 1983 
to the Spiritan mission in Mexico for 
seven years. In 1990, he was assigned 
to St. Joseph Parish in Conway, Arkan-

In Memoriam | Fr. Wayne Epperley, C.S.Sp.
sas, until 1992 when he was offered an 
opportunity to serve in the missions of 
Brazil. 

His work in the missions was cut 
short by illness and he 
returned to minister 
at various parishes in 
Colorado, California, and 
Utah. His work among 
the poor and Hispanic 
community was greatly 
needed and appreciated. 

In 2008, he was again 
assigned to Our Lady 
of the Valley in Hemet 
where he ministered 
until 2012, when he was 

appointed as pastor to Old St. Mary’s in 
Detroit. 

The funeral Mass was celebrated on 
Thursday, July 9 at 11:00 a.m. Burial 
took place on August 5 in Tooele, Utah.
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The Cultural Virus of Racism 
Fr. William Headley, C.S.Sp., Adjunct 
Professional Faculty, Kroc Institute 
for International Peace Studies,  
University of Notre Dame

During these months, we have mar-
shaled the vast resources of Ameri-
can society to fight a microorganism. 

Can we now collectively mount a 
new assault, assembling new arma-
ments, to combat the cultural virus of 
racism? 

We have social scientists to advise, 
economists to rebuild a fairer-for-
all economy, new medical lessons, 
learned the hard way, for reaching 
the most vulnerable. 

Charred cities following looting and 
arson remind us to protest non-vi-
olently and that we have a fresh 
chance to reconstruct centers for 
those who have been marginalized 
and better educate youth about 
anti-racism. 

And, religious leaders will use their 
bully pulpits to speak, as Washing-
ton’s bishop did: to express remorse 
when necessary, offer consolation 
readily, share grief when bad things 
happen and offer hope especially to 
the young.

But Catholic leaders must also shep-
herd the church out of 
the pews to partici-
pate meaningfully 
in these efforts. 

Peacebuilders 
frequently speak 
of reconciliation, 
and in countries with 
histories of injustice or 
violence it has been an essential 
element for moving forward. 

Catholic peacebuilders have proven 
to have especially distinct contri-
butions to make in this area. And as 
COVID-19 and the deaths of George 
Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud 
Arbery highlight anew the historical 
and systemic injustices in American 
society, the U.S. Catholic Church 
should take a lead in helping to initi-
ate long-overdue reconciliation.  

Happy Retirement
Congratulations to Fr. Brian Cronin, C.S.Sp., Fr. Pierre Deglaire, C.S.Sp., Fr. Ned 
Marchessault, C.S.Sp., and Fr. Joseph Herzstein, C.S.Sp, who have retired in 2020 
after many decades of faithful service to the Lord.

Fr. Cronin returned home to Dublin, 
Ireland, to begin his retirement in June. 
His most recent assignment had been 
at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

Fr. Deglaire retired in July, nearly 60 
years after making his first profession 
of vows. 

Fr. Marchessault retired in August and 
returned to the United States from his 
long-time ministry at Olbalbal Mission 
in Tanzania. 

Fr. Herzstein also retired in August, and 
plans to stay at the Spiritan novitiate 
community in Tanzania during retire-
ment.
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Fr. Bill Joyce, C.S.Sp., reflects on racial equality with local pastors in Charleston, 
South Carolina, on June 19, 1964.  

Inside this Issue: As members of an international missionary community, Spiritans 
celebrate the great diversity that is represented in our membership, and recommit 
ourselves to addressing the sin of racism within our own community and in our 
country. Read Spiritan perspectives on justice and peace. 

“When you pray, move your feet.” 
- African Proverb
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