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U.S. Province Welcomes New Provincial 
and Lay Spiritans
Exciting changes are happening in the life of 
the Province! 

A Mass of Installation was 
held on November 15 at the 
Spiritan Center Chapel in 
Bethel Park, Pa., to welcome 
Fr. Don McEachin, C.S.Sp., as 
the new Provincial. 

Fr. Don recently returned to 
the U.S. after 17 years of work 
in the Dominican Repub-
lic, where he established a 
Spiritan mission in San Juan 
de la Maguana. Having been 
elected at the Provincial 
General Assembly in June, 
he takes over from Fr. Jeff 
Duaime, who has served as 
Provincial since 2012. 

During the Mass, a commitment ceremony 
was held welcoming three new Lay Spiritans: 
Pattie Duff, Mercia O’Neill, and Paula Nettle-
ship; and Rose Velgich-Figlar renewed her 
commitment. 

We are truly blessed that these women 
answered God’s call to be part of the Spiritan 
family.

After Mass, a reception was 
held to welcome Fr. Don 
and the new Lay Spiritans 
and wish Fr. Jeff well as he 
embarks on his new assign-
ment as First Assistant on the 
General Council in Rome. 

We send Fr. Jeff with our 
prayers and heartfelt thanks 
as he takes on this new 
leadership role in the Con-
gregation.

As Fr. Don begins his three-
year term as Provincial, we 
give thanks to God for his 

willingness to serve and pray for him and 
his entire leadership team. May they follow 
in the footsteps of our Spiritan founders and 
be carried by the breath of the Spirit to serve 
those whose needs are greatest.
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Front L-R: Paula Nettleship, Mercia 
O’Neill, Rose Velgich-Figlar, 

Pattie Duff. Back: Carol Serafin, 
Anne Marie Hansen, Rich Gosser, 
Daneen Gosser, Janet Berna, John 

Hansen, Tom Berna >

Fr. Jeff Duaime, C.S.Sp., invites all to pray for the 
new Provincial, Fr. Don McEachin, C.S.Sp., at the 

Installation Mass
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An important milestone anniversary is 
about to begin! Save the date for our  
celebration of the first Spiritan province in 
the United States! 

Beginning in January 2022, we will kick 
off an 18-month-long celebration of our 
history as U.S. Spiritans. 

Planning is underway for special Masses, 
galas, pilgrimages, parish celebrations, and 
more events to be held across the country. 

Join us as we take a meaningful and fun 
trip down memory lane, commemorating 
150 years of U.S. Spiritans being led by the 
Spirit where the need is greatest. 

Early Spiritans worked tirelessly to lay the 
groundwork for the future Spiritan ministry 
in the U.S.

As early as 1847, steps were taken by the 
Spiritans to open a community in the Unit-
ed States. Fr. Francis Libermann, the first 
superior general after the fusion of the 
Society of the Holy Ghost with the Society 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, often 
discussed his concern for the descendants 
of Africans who were enslaved in the USA. 

Many requests by U.S. Bishops were made 

Just as Father Libermann prayed 
to be carried like a feather by the 
breath of the Spirit, we Spiritans 
often find ourselves in places we 
did not expect. 

Fr. Joseph Strub may not have 
anticipated his role as the first 
provincial for newly-established 
province in the United States in 

1872, but he trusted in the Spirit and allowed himself 
to be led there. 

After 17 years in mission in the Dominican Republic, I 
now find myself in the role of Provincial, ready to fol-
low in the footsteps of my predecessors and accompa-
ny our Province wherever the Spirit may guide us. 

With much to celebrate — the upcoming Christmas 
season, followed closely by the kickoff of our 150th 
Anniversary celebration — I rejoice in the peace 
brought by this season and the hope built by our 
Spiritan forefathers. 

Wishing you and your family and most blessed  
Christmas, 

Celebrating our 150th Anniversary!

Continued on page 7



News from 
SOMA

Spiritan Office for Mission 
Advancement 
 
Mr. John Gillespie, Director 
Fr. Mike Grey, C.S.Sp., Development Officer 
Ms. Susan Martin, Bookkeeper 
Mr. Ray Sylvester, Mission Projects 
 
1700 West Alabama St. 
Houston, TX 77098 
(713) 522-2882

Visit Spiritans.org/Donate
Follow us on Facebook

3
Mr. John Gillespie Fr. Mike Grey, C.S.Sp.

Dear Friends,
Dembe was born in a settlement camp 23 years ago. She is not technically 
a “refugee,” as she did not flee a country of origin to escape conflict or 
religious persecution like many of the 26.4 million refugees living in set-
tlement camps throughout the world today. Rather, she is “stateless,” born 
to refugee parents and moving frequently from camp to camp in search of 
a better future. 

Fr. Festo Adrabo, C.S.Sp., a pastoral education supervisor, had Dembe in 
mind when he initiated a series of training sessions earlier this year. The 
objective was to teach community leaders basic counseling skills so they 
can assist in the psychological, psycho-social, and pastoral care of the 
471,000 refugees spread among three Ugandan settlement camps. 

Thanks to Fr. Festo’s project, Dembe has received life-changing counseling, 
or as she puts it, “someone to talk to, someone to offer advice and to give 
me hope for a better future.”

Fr. Festo’s project became a reality through a grant from the Spiritan Of-
fice for Mission Advancement (SOMA), which is funded through donations 
from friends like you; people who care about others and seek the common 
good and well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable.

As for Dembe, whose name means “peace” in her native language, we are 
hopeful that she and hundreds of thousands of others like her in Ugandan 
camps, will find peace in their lives. 

As this Christmas season of peace approaches, will you remember Dem-
be in your prayers, and consider making a donation to the Spiritans or 
leaving a legacy gift, so that we can continue making critical, innovative 
programs like this a reality and deliver care to those who need it most?

Thank you for your generous support.

Keeping you in our prayers,
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Art Abounds at Arba-Minch

Holy Ghost Haven Revisited

participating in the program. 

Since the program’s inception an esti-
mated 500 paintings have been created. 
Most are applied to unprimed cotton 
canvas, and the dimensions vary by 
artist and subject.

You can see more of the art works by 
visiting Fr. Paddy’s Facebook page at 
Facebook.com/paddy.moran.980.

There is a continuing need for funds to 
purchase the art supplies used by the 
artists.

“We have witnessed how painting, 
music, writing and the dramatic arts can 
reveal to people who are incarcerated 
their inherent potential and awaken in 
them a sense of hope and purpose.” - 
Jane Fonda and Sabra Williams, Wash-
ington Post, April 8, 2019

The Arba-Minch Prison Art Program was 
started by Fr. Paddy Moran, C.S.Sp, in 
2015 in the hopes that it would instill 
in the participants a sense of dignity 
and self expression. 

The program is open to both men and 
women, with ten inmates currently 

In an earlier newsletter we shared 
with you progress on the addition to 
the Holy Ghost Hospital in Mgbidi, Imo 
State, Nigeria. 

Your financial support allowed SOMA to 
ship needed medical equipment from 
the U.S. to the hospital which opened in 
December 2020. 

Among the equipment shipped was 

the area’s first ultrasound machine, and 
mobile blood pressure monitors.

When asking about the hospital’s 
progress over the last eight months 
Fr. Damasus Okoro, C.S.Sp. (pictured 
below), responded, “We have witnessed 
tremendous increase of patients ac-
cessing health care services from our 
facility. 

In the last 3 months we have been able 
to begin three new clinics (eye, dental 
and cardiac) with equipment chiefly 
bought here in Nigeria. 

This has led to influx of patients and 
the flourishing of the hospital. It might 
be a bit too early to say if this patient 
inflow will be sustained or not as there 
are too many variables that may influ-
ence this flow.”



You can make a gift to support this 
work by visiting Spiritans.org/donate 
and selecting Arba-Minch as the desig-
nated cause. 

Arba-Minch, translated as “Forty 
Springs,” received its name from the 
abundant local springs which produce 
groundwater forests. 

It is located in southern Ethiopia, at the 
base of the western side of the Great 
Rift Valley, and has a population of 
200,000.

With the funds raised from our appeal 
for emergency assistance following the 
August earthquake, Fr. Patrick Eugene, 
C.S.Sp. utilized a network of priests and 
other personal contacts to reach areas 
of need. 

The food distributed consisted of Hai-
tian staples: rice, beans, dried herring, 
sardines, sugar, cooking oil, and spa-
ghetti along with soap for hygiene. 

Additionally, Fr. Patrick purchased a 
small number of tents and tarps to pro-
vide temporary shelter in some cases 
where houses were destroyed. 

Pictured below are a home 
that lost its roof during the 
hurricane and the city of Les Cayes.

Aid was distributed to more than 150 
families (on average each consisting of 

five or more members) or roughly 1,000 
people whose lives have been impacted 
by the earthquake. 

 
Your financial gifts made this outreach 
effort possible. Thank you!

Update on Haiti Earthquake Relief Effort
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“Only when someone creates are they recognized as being alive. Art breaches the walls, 
providing a message to those outside.” - Psychology Today

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever- 
present help in trouble.” - Psalm 46:1 
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By Matthew Broeren, C.S.Sp., who is 
living in Brazil for his Pastoral Ministry 
Experience. 

After arriving in Brazil in mid-Sep-
tember, I began Portuguese classes. 
While much of my time has been spent 
attending these classes and formally 
learning, I have had 
some time to visit some 
of the Spiritan parishes 
in São Paulo. 

I attended a youth 
development course 
through a center that 
our confreres founded 
and continue to be 
involved with, gathered 
with friends who live 
here in São Paulo, and 
even made a pilgrim-
age to the famed Basili-
ca of Aparecida. 

Even beyond this, I 
have been able to ob-
tain some theological 
books and some poetry 
written of writers from 
the periphery. Through my interactions 
and with my reading, my Portuguese is 
developing.

Yet, in the midst of all this, the ques-
tion of the pedagogy of language and, 
by extension, its mystagogical implica-
tions occupy my mind. More critically, 
how does one go about learning Portu-
guese that is oriented towards engag-
ing with the mission of God already 
active in the peripheries? 

There is technical Portuguese that 
one learns, but there exist phrases 
of speech and means of expression 
which do not fit neatly into a language 
course. 

I think about two experiences of sal-
vation history: the Tower of Babel and 
Pentecost. In both of these cases, God’s 
will is clear: diversity and, in particular, 
linguistic diversity is to be a part of 
human existence. 

It is in the context of this will towards 
linguistic diversity that the mission of 

God on earth exists, requiring that the 
Reign is proclaimed in all languages. 

In other words, the Word is both able 
to be proclaimed and demands proc-
lamation in the language spoken by 
the portion of the People of God with 
whom one finds residence. Though 

not alienated from the 
concrete conditions of 
the people, the particu-
larly linguistic element 
should not be lost.

Therefore, one fact 
becomes clear: grasp-
ing the formal syntax, 
grammar, and vocabu-
lary of Portuguese is not 
enough. The deep poetry 
and expressiveness of 
Brazilian Portuguese 
must be grasped as 
well. In other words, the 
language of the people 
is the language of the 
mission of God. 

This takes on a particu-
larly social dynamic due 

to the fact that ‘formal’ languages have 
historically been defined by those in 
power and the Preferential Option for 
the Poor.

Insofar as I remain in the ‘See’ stage of 
the See-Judge-Act (ver-julgar-agir) for-
mulation of pastoral action, my job still 
remains to ‘see’ the situation here in 
São Paulo. Of course, ‘See’ includes see-
ing the concrete conditions, life, and 
religious expression, but the linguistic 
element should not be overlooked. 

In the midst of this all, I do trust in the 
Spirit who, during Pentecost, allowed 
the apostles to be understood by per-
sons of every tongue. 

It is the same Spirit who will assist me 
in concretely proclaiming the Word 
sent by the Father, for the sake of the 
Reign to which all Three Persons, as 
a society, continuously summons us 
together.

Proclaim The Word...with what words?

On February 2, we celebrate the 
Feast of Spiritan “second founder,” 
Fr. Francis Libermann, C.S.Sp.  

Fr. Libermann was a pioneer of 
strategies now recognized as a 
blueprint for modern missionary 
activity, urging the Spiritans to 
“become one with the people” so 
that each group received the Gospel 
in the context of their own tradi-
tions. He inspired and empowered 
thousands of missionaries around 
the globe.

Matt Broeren, C.S.Sp., and Fr. Pat Geraldo 
McNamara, C.S.Sp., at the Our Lady 

Aparecida celebration

February 28 marks the Feast Day of 
Blessed Daniel Brottier, C.S.Sp.

Fr. Brottier served four years as a 
volunteer chaplain during WWI, and 
is sometimes referred to as “Teflon 
Dan,” because nothing seemed to 
harm him while on the front lines 
of war. 

In 1923, he took charge of the 
Orphans Apprentices of Auteuil and 
ministered to homeless children in 
Paris for 13 years. 

Fr. Brottier was beatified by Pope 
John Paul II in 1984.

Spiritan Feast Days



The General Chapter of the Spiritans in Bagamoyo, Tanzania 
elected as its new Superior General Fr. Alain Mayama, C.S.Sp., 
a member of the province of Congo Brazzaville. Fr. Mayama is 
the first African Spiritan elected to serve in this role for the 
Spiritans.

We offer our prayers and support to Fr. Mayama, who will 
have the mission of animating 2,500+ Spiritan Missionaries 
working in more than 60 countries on five continents. He 
will also welcome the thousands of lay people who share 
Spiritan spirituality and mission. 

Pictured are members of the General Council. Front L-R: Frs. 
Kieran Alaribe, C.S.Sp., Jeff Duaime, C.S.Sp., Alain Mayama, 
C.S.Sp., Jude Nnorom, C.S.Sp., and Philip Massawe, C.S.Sp. 
Back L-R: Frs. Jean-Marc Sierro, C.S.Sp., Albert Ndongo,  
C.S.Sp.,Tony Neves, C.S.Sp., and Marc Botzung, C.S.Sp.

Fr. Alain Mayama, C.S.Sp., is First 
African Spiritan to be Elected 
Superior General
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Celebrating our 150th Anniversary

asking Spiritan assistance in ministries among Black Ameri-
cans, immigrants, and in education.  

After the Spiritans were expelled from Germany, the decision 
was made in in November 1872 to begin a province in the 
United States, the expulsion having presented the superior 
general with enough personnel at his disposal for such a 
start. 

To prepare the way, four Spiritans sailed from France and ar-
rived in the United States on November 23, 1872. Fr. Joseph 
Strub, C.S.Sp., arrived in early 1874. 

Bishop Michael Domenec of Pittsburgh welcomed Fr. Strub 
and in 1874, the Spiritans began work with German im-
migrants at St. Mary’s parish in Sharpsburg, Pa. They were 
permitted to open a school. The German province supplied 
the Spiritan priests and brothers. This Spiritan presence in 
Sharpsburg provided a solid foundation for the new province 
that lasts to the present day. 

The Spiritans saw great potential in their ministry at St. 
Mary’s parish. The school established at the parish was to 
be a base for opening a school for young Catholic men. The 
institution was to be named the Pittsburgh Catholic College 
of the Holy Ghost, later to be re-named Duquesne University. 

With Duquesne University playing such an important role in 
early U.S. Spiritan history, it is only fitting that we kick off our 
anniversary celebration with a gala at Duquesne!

Read more about U.S. Province history at www.Spiritans.org 
and in future issues of One Heart, One Spirit.

Continued from page 2
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Fr. Joseph Strub, C.S.Sp., and 
fellow Spiritans established 
the Pittsburgh Catholic College 
of the Holy Ghost on October 
1, 1878, which was eventually 
re-named Duquesne Universi-
ty. Fr. Strub later established a 
Spiritan mission in Arkansas. In 
addition to African-Americans, 
he ministered to Irish, German, 
Polish, and French-speaking 
immigrants who were search-
ing for a better life.

Inside this Issue: Read more 
about the history of the first 
Spiritan province in the United 
States as we prepare to cel-
ebrate the 150th Anniversary 
of U.S. Spiritans from January 
2022 through Pentecost 2023.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.” - Romans 15:13
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