
Fr. Ned’s 56-Year African Journey
Fr. Ned Marchessault, C.S.Sp., began his Spiritan 
mission in Africa in 1966, and went on to spend 
56 years in ministry there. Now retired, Fr. Ned 
has collected and shared letters from his re-
markable African journey as a missionary priest. 
Excerpts from select passages follow, edited 
together to illustrate the continuity of his work 
over nearly six decades. To read his letters in 
their entirety, please visit NedsMission.org. 

1966  “I am stationed about five miles outside 
of Arusha among the Wa-Arusha people. In phys-
ical appearance, language, dress and folkways, 
they are Maasai. But Maasai who have settled 
down to farm small plots of land, growing corn 
and beans and raising small herds of cattle, 
sheep and goats. Temperament wise, most are 
open and quite friendly. Father Simon, a native 
Wa-Arusha priest, and I are opening up the work 
among these people.

We have Mass in a classroom of a small cement 
block school built in the shape of a Wa-Arusha 
hut. The classroom is crowded with children and 
about fifteen adults. The entire Mass, except for 
the Canon, is in Swahili and they sing hymns in 
their own language to their own melodies.

Two weeks after my arrival, I began what will 
be my basic mode of activity for the foreseeable 
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future. I live in each of the areas for four or 
five days at a time, getting around more and 
more each time in each locality –walking, 
visiting various huts, talking and getting to 
know the people.

At each stop the Mama offers me a little 
stool to sit by the fire, then some milk to 
drink or sometimes an ear of roasted corn. 
Then we talk for a while until my still 
meager vocabulary runs out. I play with 
the children and give them candy. Some of 
you are probably familiar with a toy called 
the magic slate. I bought one of these. The 
writing disappears when the plastic cover 
is lifted. It amazes the kids. I’ve had a bit 
of fun with it and its helped to make them 
more comfortable with me. When we’ve had 
our visit, we say Serena Nikidua (goodbye 
till we meet again) and then I am off to the 
next little place along the path.

Before coming to Africa, I was frightened 
of being a foreigner here, perhaps for the 
rest of my life. Although I’ve been here only 
a little over a month, I feel very much at 
home and a part of these people already.  
It’s a beautiful country, filled with very warm 
and friendly people and I am very happy 
here. 
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Dear Friends, 

It has been my honor and privilege to 
have served as Provincial of the U.S. 
Province since 2012. Over these last 
nine years, I have witnessed the Holy 
Spirit at work in the lives of my fellow 
confreres, the diverse and faithful peo-
ples whom we serve, and our steadfast 
friends and champions of our mission.

I am grateful for the support I’ve received while leading our 
Province alongside a dedicated Council. I’m encouraged by 
the progress that’s been made in responding to the chal-
lenges and needs of our contemporary Spiritan mission, and 

car and parked it some distance 
away on a road. We carried her the 
two or three miles to the car and 
started right away for the hospi-

tal. By the time we 
reached town and the 
hospital, the Wa-Aru-
sha tribe almost had 
a new member. The 
baby was coming 
as we were carrying 
her into the hospital. 
We had a few pretty 
tense moments.

In the evenings, the 
whole family gathers 
around the fire, and 
the atmosphere is 
much more relaxed 
than during the day. 
After the first or sec-

ond day, the people are more open 
with me, and ready to talk about 
their difficulties, customs, etc. I re-
ally feel that this method is going 
to get me deeper into the mentality 
of the people - only time will tell.”

1999  “It is a quiet Sunday morn-
ing here in Endulen. Many of our 
students, who spent yesterday 
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hopeful that as Spiritans we will continue to gather, 
listen, and respond to each other and those whom we 
serve. 

As I head off to my next assignment, I look forward to 
the leadership of our incoming Provincial. I pray for 
the new leadership team that the Spirit may guide 
them in the legacy of our founders, as we continue our 
mission to share God’s message of love and hope to 
the ends of the earth.  

                                                Peace and Blessings,  

Fr. Ned’s 56-Year African Journey

It was dusk and the sun was just 
dropping below the rim of the 
crater (Ngorongoro) when we tried 
the lights on the Land Rover and 
found they wouldn’t 
turn on. I got out 
to look under the 
hood to see if a wire 
was loose. Just after 
I switched on the 
flashlight, I heard 
galloping hooves, 
a zebra passed me 
within about a foot. 
Chasing him about 
three yards behind 
was a large male 
lion, which also 
passed me within 
touching distance. 
After the lion, also 
running full out was 
a hyena. Needless to say that was 
the end of the repair work. We 
passed the night in the land rover 
on the floor of the crater.

During my visit to some of the 
people this morning below on the 
plains, a man came and said his 
wife was very sick and unable to 
walk. Fortunately, I had brought the 

gathering firewood for the week, 
went early to the stream to wash 
their clothes. They will be dry by 
the time our Sunday service be-
gins at mid-day. We start quite 
late because our congregation is 
mostly the Maasai people from 
their semi-nomadic encampments. 
The people come from distances 
up to about ten miles so we give 
them plenty of time to walk to the 
trading center here in Endulen.

Our service is tailored to Maasai 
ways of doing things. The language 
of the service and music is Maasai 
and most of the songs we sing 
have been composed by the Maasai 
people here in the Ngorongoro 
area. The vestments are black and 
decorated with cowry shells. Black 
is the color of the rain clouds that 
bring plenty to Maasai country and 
cowry shells also have a religious 
significance. Gourds that hold milk, 
the source of life for the Maasai 
people, are always decorated with 
cowry shells. Maasai religious lead-
ers wear black and their staffs are 
decorated with cowry shells.

Our services open with gathering 

Continued on page 3



I am stationed about 5 miles outside of Arusha among the Wa-Arusha peo-
ple.  In physical appearance, language, dress and folkways, they are Massai.  
But Massai who have settled down to farm small plots of land, growing 
corn and beans and raising small herds of cattle, sheep and goats.  Tem-
perment wise, most are open and quite friendly. Father Simon, a native 
Wa-Arusha priest, and I are opening up the work among these people.
Two weeks after my arrival, I began what will be my basic mode of activity 
for the foreseeable future.  I live in each of the areas for four or five days at 
a time, getting around more and more each time in each locality –walking, 
visiting various huts, talking and getting to know the people.
At each stop the Mama offers me a little stool to sit by the fire, then some 
milk to drink or sometimes an ear of roasted corn.  Then we talk for a 
while until my still meager vocabulary runs out.  I play with the children 
and give them candy.  Some of you are probably familiar with a toy called 
the magic slate.  I bought one of these.  The writing disappears when the plas-
tic cover is lifted.  It amazes the kids.  I’ve had a bit of fun with it and its 
helped to make them more comfortable with me. When we’ve had our visit, 
we say “Serena Nikidua” (goodbye till we meet again) and then I am off to 
the next little place along the path.
Before coming to Africa, I was frightened of being a foreigner here, perhaps 
for the rest of my life.  Although I’ve been here only a little over a month, I 
feel very much at home and a part of these people already.   It’s a beautiful 
country, filled with very warm and friendly people and I am very happy 
here. 
It was dusk and the sun was just dropping below the rim of the crater 
(Ngorongoro) when we tried the lights on the land rover and found they 
wouldn’t turn on. I got out to look under the hood to see if a wire was 77

prayers by three people, myself 
and two Maasai elders. Following 
tradition, when elders bless, there 
must always be an odd number, 
never two, never four. When the 
bread and wine are brought to the 
altar table, we bless them with milk 
from a gourd decorated with cowry 
shells and closed with green grass 
at the mouth. Milk is used in all im-
portant blessings in Maasai country. 
It, together with the rain clouds 
and rich green grass, are symbols 
of God’s goodness and blessing for 
the Maasai. I hold a tuft of green 
grass during the entire service, 
a symbol of our desire for God’s 
blessing on our lives and our herds. 
Green grass means healthy cattle 
and plenty of milk, the basis of the 
good life for the Maasai.

During the Eucharist we bless the 
sick and those with special difficul-
ties. Many Maasai forsake the help 
of their traditional witch doctors 
when becoming Christian. We try 
to fill this gap with a ceremony of 
blessing consisting of the laying 
on of hands, anointing with oil, and 
the sprinkling each sick or troubled 
person with milk from the special 
gourd, the same one used to bless 
the gifts of bread and wine. Elders 
of the community, both men and 
women, join with me in blessing 
the people who come forward.”

2011  “In the course of my 25 
years at Endulen, Maasai catechists 
and I established eight active 
Maasai Christian communities. 
The work grew and when I left 
Endulen last June, twelve full time 
catechists were helping me care 
for these communities and doing 
further evangelization.

In addition to evangelization upon 
my arrival at Endulen in 1985, I 
was faced with the near lack of 
education among the Maasai. There 
were few Maasai attending primary 
school and very few boys going on 
for secondary education. In those 
days no girls at all had the oppor-
tunity for secondary education. I 
addressed this situation by estab-
lishing a prep school of one year 
to help Maasai girls with remedial 

schooling in English and Arithmetic 
so that they would be capable of 
passing secondary school entrance 
examinations. Over the years, with 
the help of Spiritans abroad and 
others, I was able to underwrite the 
education of almost three hundred 
Maasai girls and boys. Some of 
the fruits of this program are five 
nurses, four clinical medical of-
ficers, five lawyers, many teachers, 
and many others now working in 
various fields among their people 
in Maasai country.

In a few days time, I will return to 
Ngorongoro to open the new Maa-
sai mission of Olbalbal. The work 
will be much the same as it was in 
Endulen, primary evangelization 
among the far flung cattle camps 
of the Maasai and facilitating the 
education of Maasai young people. 

As in Endulen, I will focus on Maas-
ai girls who, because of the pres-
sure to be married early and thus 
provide their families with some 
short-term benefits, have little 
opportunity for education.

Olbalbal is about two hours from 
Endulen. There are numerous 
Maasai encampments that have not 
yet had the opportunity to hear the 
gospel and great numbers of young 
Maasai without opportunity for 
education.” 

2021  “I’ve retired to Hemet, 
California in the midst of COVID-19. 
I’ve been here for six months and 
am still in a daze. It was time to 
leave. Driving the Land Cruiser in 
the bush, preparing discussions to 
have in Maasai villages, traveling 
hours to do basic shopping. It all 
became to much. 

So here I am in Southern Califor-
nia dealing with all kinds of new 
challenges. Cooking for myself (lots 
of Stouffer’s microwave meals), 
driving on the “wrong” side of the 
road, being isolated due to COVID 
and the American way (although 
I’ve gotten both vaccine jabs) and 
just the strangeness of it all.”

Read more from Fr. Ned’s 56-Year 
African Journey at NedsMission.org. 
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On May 27, we celebrated the anniver-
sary of the founding of our Congrega-
tion, as well as the 2nd Annual Spiritan 
Day of Giving.

Friends like you stepped up to the 
plate to take 
advantage of this 
opportunity to 
help Spiritans 
change lives! 

Thanks to 
your generous donations, we raised 
$43,361.64* including the full match-
ing donation of $13,300 from the 
Board and Staff of SOMA. 

This marks a 22% increase over the 
donations received during the 2020 
Spiritan Day of Giving campaign! 

Spiritan Day of Giving Raises Over $40,000!
With your generosity and prayers, the 
Spiritan Office for Mission Advance-
ment has been able to fund projects 
all over the world - food and medical 
supply distribution, sanitation projects, 
construction of schools and formation 

houses, building 
repair and mainte-
nance, scholarships 
and vocational pro-
grams, support of 
priests in formation 
and retired priests, 

and emergency relief, to name a few.

We are humbled and grateful for your 
support. Thank you!

*As of date of printing.

There are many creative ways to contribute financially toward the work of the 
Spiritans! Here are a few ways you can donate:

• DONATE ONLINE at Spiritans.org.  

• MAIL A CHECK (or money order) made payable to: 
Congregation of the Holy Spirit 
1700 West Alabama Street 
Houston, TX 77098 
An envelope is enclosed for your convenience!

• SHOP AT AMAZON! Visit Amazonsmile.com and support the Spiritans 
by selecting “Sharelink-Spiritans Worldwide Aid Foundation Inc.” as your 
charity of choice. 

• PURCHASE COFFEE through SaintBasilCoffee.com, select “Spiritans” as the 
Group Code, and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to the work of 
the Congregation.

• DONATE AN UNWANTED VEHICLE through CarEasy.org, and the Spiritans 
will receive 70% of the selling price donated in its name. Visit CarEasy.org/
nonprofit/congregation-of-the-holy-spirit.

• PLANNED GIVING, also referred to as gift planning or legacy giving, ena-
bles philanthropic individuals to make larger gifts to charitable organiza-
tions than they could make from ordinary income, as part of overall finan-
cial and/or estate planning. Visit Spiritans.org/planned-giving for details.

Questions? Please call 713-522-2882. 

THANK YOU!

Ways to Contribute
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Through the financial gifts of our sup-
porters over the past year, SOMA re-
sponded to several short-term projects 
relating to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Most dealt with supplemental food dis-
tributions—parishioners at a Spiritan 
parish in Fonte Boa, Brazil; seminarians 
in lock down in Kenya; a nursery school 
in the Kibera slum of Nairobi.

Another responded to the real, then 
immediate, needs of a Spiritan health 
center in Ethiopia. The grant to the 
Dhadim Catholic Health Center allowed 
the facility director, Fr. Kenneth Iwun-
na, C.S.Sp., to purchase medicine and 
supplies, hand sanitizer, face masks, 
and bar soap to be distributed to those 
from the six surrounding 
villages, comprising 580 
households.

The medical supplies 
included medicines to treat topical 
infections, pain, bacterial infections, 
chest infections and salt deficiency, a 
few of the common maladies suffered 
by those seen at the clinic.

Fr. Iwunna says that, “One of the many 
positive results of this $6,200 project 
is the availability of the medicine 
and supplies and the joy people have 
whenever they come to the clinic for 
treatment. Receiving these items puts 
smiles on the faces of the people when 
they come for treatment”.

Most importantly the project has 
helped in creating awareness about 
the pandemic, and the critical role that 
good hygiene and sanitation practices 
play in combating the virus.

Says Kabelle Wariyo, wife and mother 
of two children in Dhadim, Ethiopia, 
who recently visited the clinic:

“We burn dry trees in the bush and make 
charcoal out of it and sell. That is how we 
have been surviving. I came here to this 
clinic because my little baby is sick. This 
is the only clinic around here in this vil-
lage, and the clinic has been helping all 
of us in this village who could not afford 
going to hospital.  

The clinic gives us free medicine, free 
treatment and sometimes, people deliver 
their babies in this clinic without any 
cost. We are very happy to have this clinic 
around us...So, we are praying that God 
will continue to support the priests and 
sisters who work in this clinic, so that 
they can also continue to support us, we 
are very poor people. God bless you.”

You can be instrumental in chang-
ing people’s lives by your continuing 
support of the mission projects of the 
Spiritans.

“Hope to the Hopeless”

“I would say you are giving hope to the  
hopeless.” - Fr. Kenneth Iwunna, C.S.Sp.



From Theology Studies to Pastoral Mission Experience

Matthew Broeren, C.S.Sp., has recent-
ly returned from his theology studies 
in Trinidad, with plans to begin his 
pastoral mission experience in Brazil 
in September. He shares the follow-
ing update: 

“The transition 
from Trinidad to 
Houston has been 
interesting, and 
not only because 
I had to spend the 
first seven days in 
isolation and take 
online exams from 
a distance. Rather 
than hearing the 
crowing of roosters 
early in the morn-
ing, there was only 
the occasional passing car. 

Indeed, it is odd to transition into a 
context that one will think is familiar, 
only to realize how strange it feels. I 
can only imagine how it must feel to 

transition back after having worked 
somewhere for most of one’s life, 
such as Fr. Ned.

During self-isolation, it is easy to 
reflect and recall 
memories. There are 
the smaller ones, 
such as having to get 
the dog just before 
sunrise and noticing 
his excitement to see 
me. Then, there are 
the larger ones, such 
as Christmas gath-
erings pre-COVID 
and how they were 
adapted to pandemic 
conditions. Perhaps 
the most interesting 
has been remem-

bering the feeling of the sun and its 
strength, and then comparing that 
with how different the sun feels in 
Houston. Once again, it’s something 
that one would think is so familiar, 
that has become different.

Spiritan Spotlight: Fr. Simon Adu-Gyamfi, C.S.Sp.
The U.S. Province recently welcomed 
Fr. Simon Adu-Gyamfi, who arrived in 
March to join the Campus Ministry 
Team at Duquesne University. 

One of seven children, Fr. Simon was 
born in the Ashanti region of Ghana.

He originally thought he wanted to 
be a diocesan priest, but when he 
was in secondary school, Spiritan 
brothers would visit his parish to say 
Mass, and shared that they were mis-
sionaries and go to places where the 
Church has difficulty finding workers. 

This inspired Fr. Simon, who said, 
“Why don’t I also join them?” He 
wrote his application and was invited 
to stay with the Vocations Director, 
and it was then that he knew it was 
the life he wanted.  

In 2001, he earned a diploma in Phi-
losophy and Religion from Spiritan 

University College in Ejisu, Ghana, 
and in 2006, a B.A. in Religion from 
the University of Nigeria in Nssuka. 

One of the challenges facing mis-
sionary priests, says Fr. Simon, is 
learning the local 
language. His first 
mission appointment 
was in Malawi, where 
he worked in two 
parishes. He recalls the 
first time he said Mass 
in the local language, 
Chichewa. At that 
point, he knew how to 
say the Mass, but was 
still learning conver-
sational Chichewa. He 
wrote the homily and 
read it from the paper. 
After Mass, he spent time introduc-
ing himself to the parishioners and 
talking with them. 

Nonetheless, when it comes to 
formation, one ought to expect 
such transitions, such experiences 
of strangeness and otherness with 
the once familiar that express one’s 
broadened horizons, one’s having-
been-sent. 

As I prepare for PME (perhaps with 
the Brazil SW group, though this is 
provisional and may change due to 
numerous factors), I expect that two 
similar transitions will occur again: 
(1) the transition into the ministry 
site and adaptation thereto and (2) 
the transition out of PME and back 
into the US, where these same expe-
riences may arise, albeit with slightly 
different notes. 

But such is the way of things, the way 
of missionaries constantly on pil-
grimage towards the Kingdom.”

Afterwards, a young girl went home 
and told her family, “He’s big, but 
he cannot speak our language.” The 
child couldn’t understand why an 
adult was having difficulty speaking 
her language. 

After about a year of 
study, Fr. Simon was 
fluent in the language. 
After six years in Malawi, 
where he also served 
as Director of Forma-
tion and Postulancy, he 
returned to Ghana and 
worked in two dioceses 
before he was assigned 
to the U.S. Province in 
2021.

In his spare time, Fr. 
Simon enjoys playing and watching 
football, and keeping up with in-
ternational news on CNN, BBC and 
international radio stations.
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Provincial Assembly Marks Transition
As members of the U.S. Province 
gather in June for the 2021 Provin-
cial General Assembly and elect new 
leadership, the meeting will focus on 
the challenges and needs for contem-
porary Spiritan mission.

A pressing need in our day on the 
post-pandemic path that is upon us is 
the cry for racial healing and reconcil-
iation in the society in which we live 
and work. 

It is clear that the “signs of the times” 
are calling the Congregation to think 
differently and more creatively about 
how to be faithful to the original 
charism of the Spiritan founders. 

Despite many obstacles and great 
sacrifices, Claude Poullart des Places 
and Francis Libermann stayed true to 
the vision and mission that God placed 
in their hearts. 

The Assembly is an opportunity to 
allow the Holy Spirit to challenge the 
Congregation to reflect on the needs 
of the mission for today and tomor-
row. Rather than remain comfortable 
with the way things have always been 
done, the Spirit is challenging the 
Congregation to embrace the needs of 
God’s mission today.

As the Province of the United States 
prepares to transition to a new Provin-
cial Leadership Team, they will review 
the past three years and reflect on 
progress made since the 2018 Provin-
cial Chapter. Following are highlights 
of just some of the initiatives in parish 
ministry, education, justice and peace, 
and vocations.

In parish ministry news, the Province 
developed the Spiritan Alliance for 
the Renewal of Communities (SPARC) 
model with an emphasis on ministry 
in the inner city, creating faith-filled, 
prayerful, inclusive and affirming 
communities with pilot missions in 
Baltimore and Dayton. 

In terms of education, Duquesne 
University made the bold decision 
to launch a College of Osteopathic 

Medicine in response to the needs of 
under-served rural and urban commu-
nities. Holy Ghost Prep has gradually 
increased minority enrollment to 15 
percent over the past three years, dou-
bling previous efforts.

The Spiritan community in Dayton 
have made a significant commitment 
to rebuilding and enhancing the 
Spiritan mission at St. Benedict the 
Moor School which meets the critical 
needs of an under-served community 
while providing a high-quality educa-
tion in an urban neighborhood which 
lacks educational options for students 
from disadvantaged backgrounds.  

Toward justice and peace initiatives, 
the Spiritans have established oppor-
tunities to discuss, reflect, and act on 
issues of justice, including reflections 
on Pope Francis’ encyclicals Lauda-
to Si’ and Fratelli Tutti, and a Racial 
Justice Initiative in collaboration with 
the North American Spiritan Provinc-
es. This inter-provincial animation 
process led to small group sessions to 
listen and learn from each other and 
town halls to deepen their knowledge 
of racial justice issues in our society. 

Bishop Fernand Cheri, OFM, will be the 
keynote speaker at the General Assem-
bly to address racial justice as one of 
the ‘signs of the times,’ and the need 
to address systemic and institutional 
racism as part of the Spiritan mission.

In vocation news, in 2019 Fr. Honest 
Munishi, C.S.Sp. was appointed full-
time Vocation Director. With one can-
didate for post-novitiate, the Provincial 
Council made the decision to join the 
international formation program for 
Theology in Trinidad. Having complet-
ed this stage, Matt Broeren, C.S.Sp., 
will begin his Pastoral Missionary 
Experience this September in Brazil.

The U.S. Province has been enriched by 
an increasing number of Lay Spiritans 
and Spiritan Friends in Pittsburgh with 
a well-organized formation program, 
and look toward expansion in other 
cities. 

In terms of development, the Province 
assembled a Spiritan Office for Mis-
sion Advancement team with crea-
tive and energetic Spiritans working 
with professional staff committed to 
promoting and advancing the Spiritan 
mission. 

Finally, plans are underway for the 
150th Anniversary of the First Spiritan 
Province in the U.S. The theme of “150 
years of U.S. Spiritans: Led by the Spirit 
Where the Needs are Greatest” will help 
celebrate the history of Spiritans in 
the U.S. and share their story during 
this important milestone, with spe-
cial events to be held throughout the 
province from January 2022 to Pente-
cost 2023.

U.S. Province By the Numbers
126 Spiritans living, working, or studying in U.S., 70 appointed to or 

belonging by origin

10 U.S. Spiritans serving on mission in Vietnam, Tanzania, Dominican 
Republic, Mexico, Philippines, and Taiwan

25 Spiritans working in 20+ parishes

20 Spiritans working in education

8 Lay Spiritans, and 3 Lay Spiritan Candidates in Formation
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Fr. Ned Marchessault, C.S.Sp., shares the Gospel with members of a Maasai tribe in 
Tanzania. Inside this issue: Read excerpts of letters chronicling Fr. Ned’s inspiring 
and impactful 56-year ministry in Africa. 

“For everything there is a season, and a time  
for every purpose under Heaven.” 

- Ecclesiastes 3:1
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