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Spiritans Gather for an Inspiring Assembly
The Spirit was certainly at work in the life 
of the Province during the recent Assembly 
at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh! More 
than 60 professed and Lay Spiritans gath-
ered from June 14-18 for a week of fellow-
ship, reflection, prayer, and planning. The ex-
citement and creativity of members 
were palpable at this long-awaited 
reunion. 

Participants were blessed by the 
presence and presentation of 
Bishop Fernand Cheri, OFM, aux-
iliary Bishop of New Orleans, who 
shared his own story and journey 
as a priest and now a Bishop. He 
reminded the audience of the 
continuing challenge “to tell the 
TRUE truth” in addressing impor-
tant issues of systemic racism and 
structures that perpetuate alienation 
and domination within society and 
even within the Church. 

Mission Spots were offered throughout the 
week highlighting some of the works of the 
province as well as overviews of the home 
countries of Spiritans working here in the 
U.S. Lay Spiritans hosted a beautiful and 
uplifting social on Wednesday evening where 
members participated in a cultural evening, 
including dance and song, a sign of hope and 
vitality in the province. 

The process for the Assembly focused on 
contemplative dialogue, being present to 
each other and listening, and the call to be 
attentive to the signs of the times. Members 
reflected on the accomplishments and chal-
lenges of the past three years. Each partic-

ipant was invited to share their 
joys and hopes for the province, 
offering recommendations to the 
new provincial administration.  

During the week, working sessions 
were held to review the directions 
given at the 2018 Chapter and 
establish prioritized action items 
in the areas of mission, vocations, 
and pastoral planning. 

In response to the chapter direc-
tion to develop inclusive com-
munities as a church of radical 
welcome, the U.S Province will 

support and expand the Spiritan Alliance for 
the Renewal of Communities (SPARC) model, 
which focuses on populations on the mar-
gins, creating inclusive and multidimension-
al and extended communities, and plans to 
include new ministries for refugees, immi-
grants, and those who are undocumented. 

Other mission-focused plans include con-
tinuing to support and develop the Spiritan 
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Bishop Fernand Cheri, OFM,  
delivers a powerful keynote  
during the 2021 Assembly.
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Greetings from the Dominican 
Republic, where I am preparing 
for my transition back to the U.S., 
after 17 years serving the people 
of San Juan de la Maguana. 

It is a difficult move, but the 
Holy Spirit leads the way! My 
fellow Spiritans carry the torch 
there, continuing the mission and 

sharing God’s love at Nuestra Senora de la Esperanza 
parish. 

A new vocation strategic plan 
includes greater collaboration with 
SOMA with an expanded adviso-
ry committee as part of overall 
mission advancement goals, and all 
Spiritan communities will promote 
opportunities for welcome, with 
an emphasis on including diverse 
ethnic groups. 

Finally, collaboration with those 
served by Spiritans will help iden-
tify pressing pastoral and social is-
sues and seek like-minded partners 
in addressing them.

Continued from page 1

While I have previously served as Provincial for the 
former USA Eastern Province, I humbly ask for your 
prayers as I embark on my new assignment as Provin-
cial, that together my confreres and I may carry forth 
the energy and creativity from the recent Assembly as 
we forge ahead in our mission to proclaim the Good 
News to the “ends of the earth.”

Thank you for being a friend to the Spiritans. You are 
in my prayers. 

Spiritans Gather for an Inspiring Assembly

Office for Mission Advancement 
(SOMA), welcome and expand 
Lay Spiritan ministries, develop 
a Laudato Si’ action plan, expand 
our collaboration with other North 
American Spiritan circumscriptions, 
and deepen our commitment to the 
Racial Justice Initiative.

Based on the decision of the 2018 
Chapter, a full-time vocation direc-
tor was appointed three years ago, 
with a recommitment to encourag-
ing and promoting Spiritan life and 
ministry through openness, radical 
welcome and invitation.

The overall atmosphere of the 
Assembly was very positive and 
encouraging. The Spiritan mission 
of the Province of the United States 
continues with the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. 

The opportunities for growth and 
challenges are great. Yet, the pro-
cess of gathering, listening, and re-
sponding continues to guide us and 
strengthen the Spiritan mission in 
the United States and abroad.

Lay Spiritan Debbie Zugates and Fr. John Sawicki, C.S.Sp., participate in a 
working session during the 2021 Assembly.

Frs. Daniel Abba, C.S.Sp.; Casimir Nyaki, C.S.Sp.; and Gilbert Tairo, C.S.Sp., share 
a Maasai dance from Tanzania during a cultural evening of dance and song.
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On August 14, 2021, a massive 
earthquake centered near the 
southern city of Les Cayes shook 
the nation of Haiti on the island of 
Hispaniola. 

At 7.2 on the Richter scale, it was 
stronger in magnitude than the dev-
astating 2010 earthquake, crumbling 
homes and buildings and killing 
more than two thousand people, 
with the death toll expected to rise. 

Lay Spiritans Rich and Daneen 
Gosser, founders of the Rich in Mercy 
Institute (www.rimin.org) which has 
long supported educational, environ-
mental, and infrastructure projects in 
Haiti, spoke with Fr. Patrick Eugene, 
C.S.Sp., a Spiritan who was in Les 
Cayes when it happened. 

Fr. Patrick was not injured in the 
quake, although the rectory where 
he was staying was damaged. A 
hotel across the street collapsed 
entirely. Following the earthquake 
that region of Haiti experienced 
a downpour of rain from Tropical 
Storm Grace. People sleeping under 
makeshift roofs were exposed to 
heavy rains. 

Fr. Patrick is organizing a modest 
relief effort to help approximately 

100 families by providing staples 
such as tarps, beans, rice, cooking 
oil, etc. Please consider making 
an emergency financial donation 
to support Fr. Patrick’s efforts, and 
help the people of Haiti who have 
experienced so much suffering and 
tragedy.

To contribute to this relief effort, 
please visit Spiritans.org/donate 
and designate your gift “Haiti Emer-
gency Relief,” or use the enclosed 
envelope.

Earthquake Relief in 
Haiti

Fr. Patrick Eugene, C.S.Sp., originally from 
Ducis, serves as Vice Rector at the University 

of Notre Dame in Haiti (UNDH) and was 
visiting Les Cayes for the inauguration of a 
new agricultural laboratory at that campus 

when the earthquake hit.
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The Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) is the second largest country 
in Africa by land mass, and the sec-
ond poorest with an average annual 
incomes of $785. On the other hand, 
it is the world’s wealthiest country as 
it sits on an estimated $24 trillion in 
untapped mineral deposits. 

With a population of 105 million 
people, 27 million are “acutely food 
insecure,” and 50% lack access to clean 
water. The DRC is experiencing the 
largest hunger crisis in the world in 
absolute numbers, next to Yemen. 

Hunger and conflict fuel one another, 
with armed conflict and widespread 
displacement prevailing for the past 
25 years and multiple other crises 
compounding DRC’s humanitarian 
challenges.

The Brottier Vocational Training Centre 
(named for Blessed Daniel Brottier, 
C.S.Sp.,) in Kinshasa, on the Batake 
Plateau, includes 25 acres of land they 
wish to develop to grow sweet pota-
toes, cassavas, peanuts, and maize.  

The project cost includes tree and 
scrub removal, tilling of land, seeds, 
and project oversight. The immediate 
beneficiaries will be the confreres 
living in situ, and those confreres who 
visit as they pass through the area. 

Their immediate concern is feeding 
themselves; later they may be able 
to offer products to the local popula-
tion. Thanks to donor contributions, 
SOMA distributed $3,665 towards a 
water well project on the site that was 
co-funded by CESS.

Pray for Bountiful Harvests in the DRC

Brother Omari Muluvya, C.S.Sp., stands among acreage to be farmed in Kinshasa, DRC.

Progress Continues on Chapel in Nigeria
“I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.”

Progress continues on the chapel at 
the Spiritan College in Sankera, Nige-
ria. The latest improvement includes 
both interior and exterior lighting.

In the Catholic tradition, light has 
always been a symbol of holiness, 
goodness, knowledge, wisdom, grace, 
hope, and God’s revelation. 

Thank you for supporting this project!

This country holds special signifi-
cance for the Congregation. On Janu-
ary 1, 1962, 19 Spiritans were killed 
in Kongolo, the current Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

Shortly after gaining independence 
on June 30, 1960, the DRC was faced 
with the secession of Katanga Prov-
ince under the leadership of Moise 
Tshombe. 

Soldiers of the central government 
were sent to the north of Katanga, 
where Spiritans resided, at the end of 
1961 to suppress this rebellion. 

The confreres knew they risked being 
killed when they decided to stay in 
Kongolo. They died at the hands of 
Kongolese soldiers, remaining faithful 
to the poor who were in their care, 
as many others have done in Angola, 
Sierra Leone, Congo-Brazzaville and 
other countries where the Spiritans 
devote their lives to those whom they 
serve.

In June 2019, 44 years after their 
executions, DRC Bishop Oscar Ngoy 
wa Mpanga announced that he had 
initiated the process of beautification 
of these Spiritan martyrs.

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo and the 
Spiritans



For ten years, the Congregation of the 
Holy Spirit has proudly partnered with 
Saint Basil Coffee, a non-profit seeking 
to educate children and lift people out 
of poverty. 

Established in 2005 by John and Mary 
Boyles, Saint Basil Coffee sells fair 
trade coffee, with proceeds benefitting 
missions serving those most in need. 

Currently led by Linda and John How-
ard, this volunteer-run, Houston-based 
organization has supported a num-
ber of Spiritan projects over the past 
decade. An example of these projects 
include:

• Installed a mill in a school for girls 
in Arusha, Tanzania, operated by the 
Sisters of our Lady of Kilimanjaro. 
The mill hulls and grinds maize for 
food at the school and for sale to 
provide income for the school.

• Provided funds to build a clean 

Celebrating National Vocation Awareness 
Week
Celebrated November 7-13, 2021, 
National Vocation Awareness Week is 
an annual week-long celebration of the 
Catholic Church in the United States 
dedicated to promoting vocations to 
the priesthood, diaconate and conse-
crated life through prayer and edu-
cation, and to renew our prayers and 
support for those who are considering 
one of these particular vocations.1  

In honor of this celebration, following 
are some Frequently Asked Questions2 
shared by the National Religious  
Vocation Conference:

What is a vocation?  
“Many people use the word vocation (from 
the Latin vocare, meaning “to call”) in ref-
erence to the call to be a priest, sister, or 
brother. However, the Catholic understand-
ing of vocation is much broader: every 
baptized person has a vocation—a call—
to love and serve God. How you choose 
to live out that vocation is what each 
person must discern. Some feel called 
to live as single or married laypeople; 
others choose consecrated life and join a 
secular institute or religious community 
(as sisters, priests, or brothers); still others 
choose ordination as deacons or diocesan 
priests.”

Are young people still choosing to be-
come priests, sisters, and brothers?  
“Yes, and there’s an uptick in newer en-
trants. For the second year in a row, over 
500 women and men have entered reli-
gious life in the United States. Following 
an unusual surge in the mid-20th century, 
the number of men and women religious 
today more closely reflects a number 
consistent with the beginning of the last 
century. According to the 2009 NRVC/
CARA study, 71 percent of those who have 
entered religious life and are currently in 
initial formation are under 40.”

What is the process to enter religious 
life?  
“Typically someone interested in religious 
life goes through a discernment process 
where they prayerfully consider the call 
to religious life, explore vocation op-

tions, contact religious communities, and 
eventually begin a more formal process 
of discernment with a particular religious 
institute.

Once a candidate chooses to 
apply to a community and 
is accepted, he or she typically begins a 
formation process starting with postu-
lancy or candidacy, in which the person is 
introduced to the communal life, minis-
tries, and mission of the community. 

Following postulancy comes the noviti-
ate, where a person is formally admitted 
to a religious institute. The novitiate is 
an extended time of prayer, study and 
spirituality, which usually lasts for at least 
one year. After the novitiate, the novice is 
admitted to temporary vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience. This period of 
temporary commitment allows for further 

Prayer for Spiritan Vocations
God of compassion and love, you 
call each of us by name and wait 

for our response. Be with us as we 
fi nd our voice to respond to your 
call to serve the most abandoned 
and those who have barely heard 

your name.

Send us your Spirit to lead us and 
guide us through the challenges 

and diffi culties of life. Help us 
discover your will for our lives.  

We pray for vocations to the 
Spiritan community as priests, 

brothers and lay associates. Open 
our ears and our hearts to follow 
your call. We ask this through the 

Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

www.Spiritans.org

discernment before he or she makes per-
petual profession of vows within a given 
religious institute.”

This National Vocation Awareness Week, 
please ask our Lord for more dedicated, 
holy priests, deacons, and consecrated 
men and women. May they be inspired 
by Jesus Christ, supported by our faith 
community, and respond generously to 
God’s gift of vocation.

For information on discerning a Spiritan 
vocation, please contact Fr. Honest 
Munishi, C.S.Sp., Vocation Director, at 
joinus@spiritans.org or 832-244-8839.

1USCCB.org 
2By Carol Schuck Scheiber/Vision Vocation Net-
work staff

Every baptized person has a vocation—a 
call—to love and serve God. 
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Congratulations to Fr. Don McEachin, 
C.S.Sp., who was elected U.S. Provincial 
at the recent Assembly! His three-year 
term begins on Novem-
ber 15, 2021. 

He will succeed Fr. Jeff 
Duaime, C.S.Sp., who 
has been Provincial 
since 2012.

Fr. Don was born on 
July 25, 1953 in Sag-
inaw, Michigan, where 
he attended Saints 
Peter and Paul School 
and graduated from St. 
Mary Cathedral in 1971. He graduated 
from Duquesne University with a B.A. 
in 1975, received a M. Div. degree in 
1981 at Catholic Theological Union 
in Chicago, Illinois, and received a 
master’s degree at Carnegie Mellon 
University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
in 1999. 

He was ordained to the Priesthood 
in 1981 and worked in the missions 
of Kilimanjaro for five years. He then 
returned to Duquesne University and 
served as director for the pre-novitiate 
program at Laval House, campus chap-
lain, and director of campus ministry. 

He was elected treasurer of the U.S. 
Eastern Province in 1991, and served 
as a member of Provincial Council in 

1997 until he was elect-
ed Provincial of the U.S. 
Eastern Province in 2000, 
serving a three-year 
term. In 2004, Fr. Don es-
tablished a new mission 
in San Juan de la Magua-
na, Dominican Republic, 
and has served there for 
the past 17 years. 

Joining Fr. Don on the 
Provincial Leadership 
Team to serve as Council 

members are Frs. Bill Christy, C.S.Sp. 
(First Assistant); John Sawicki, C.S.Sp. 
(Treasurer); Daniel Abba, C.S.Sp.; Benoit 
Mukamba, C.S.Sp.; Binh Quach, C.S.Sp.; 
and Anne Marie Hansen, Lay Spiritan.

The outgoing and incoming councils 
met at the Provincial Office in Bethel 
Park the week of August 9 in prepara-
tion for the transition.   

Please join us in offering our prayers 
and support to Fr. Don and his Lead-
ership Team as they prepare for these 
ministries and service to the province.

Welcome to the New Provincial Leadership 
Team!

The new Provincial Leadership Team, from left: Fr. Daniel Abba, C.S.Sp.; Fr. Don McEachin, C.S.Sp.; Dr. Anne Marie 
Hansen; Fr. Bill Christy, C.S.Sp.; Fr. Benoit Mukamba, C.S.Sp.; Fr. Binh Quach, C.S.Sp.; and Fr. John Sawicki, C.S.Sp.

There are many creative ways to 
contribute financially toward the 
work of the Spiritans! Here are a 
few ways you can donate:

• DONATE ONLINE at  
Spiritans.org.  

• MAIL A CHECK (or money or-
der) made payable to: 
Congregation of the Holy Spirit 
1700 West Alabama Street 
Houston, TX 77098 
An envelope is enclosed for 
your convenience!

• SHOP AT AMAZON! Visit  
Amazonsmile.com and sup-
port the Spiritans by selecting 
“Sharelink-Spiritans Worldwide 
Aid Foundation Inc.” as your 
charity of choice. 

• PURCHASE COFFEE through 
SaintBasilCoffee.com, select 
“Spiritans” as the Group Code, 
and a portion of the proceeds 
will be donated to the work of 
the Congregation.

• DONATE AN UNWANTED 
VEHICLE through CarEasy.org, 
and the Spiritans will receive 
70% of the selling price donat-
ed in its name. Visit CarEasy.
org/nonprofit/congrega-
tion-of-the-holy-spirit.

• PLANNED GIVING, also re-
ferred to as gift planning 
or legacy giving, enables 
philanthropic individuals to 
make larger gifts to charitable 
organizations than they could 
make from ordinary income, as 
part of overall financial and/or 
estate planning. Visit Spiritans.
org/planned-giving for details.

Questions? Please call 713-522-
2882. 

THANK YOU!

Ways to Contribute



At the Provincial General Assembly, Fr. Jeff Duaime, C.S.Sp., outgoing provincial for 
the Spiritan U.S. Province, was recognized by President Ken Gormley for his years 
of service around the world with presentation of the McAnulty Service Award. The 
award has only been bestowed on 26 individuals over the course of Duquesne’s 
142-year history and pays tribute to selfless service. Congratulations, and thank 
you for your outstanding leadership and service, Fr. Jeff!

Fr. Jeff Duaime, C.S.Sp. Receives McAnulty 
Service Award
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On October 2, we celebrate the Feast 
of Spiritan founder, Claude Poullart des 
Places. 

As one of the youngest founders of a 
major religious congregation, Claude 
Poullart des Places ac-
complished so much and 
influenced so many other 
young people during his 
short life, that he contin-
ues to be a role model 
for young people today. 

With the world at his feet 
and so many promising 
careers open to him, he 
had great difficulty de-
ciding between a military 
career (a family tradi-
tion), law and provincial 
politics (like his father), management 
and future ownership of the family 
real-estate business (as only son), or 
the priesthood where he saw several 
possibilities as a diocesan or a reli-
gious priest. 

After much discernment and spiritual 
direction, Claude decided to enter 

seminary. He left his parents and their 
desires for their son’s distinguished 
career and went to study theology with 
the Jesuits.

On Pentecost Sunday 1703, Claude 
assembled a small band 
of impoverished fellow 
seminarians to form a 
community dedicated 
to the Holy Spirit, under 
the special patronage of 
Mary.

After ordination, Fr. 
Claude continued to 
administer to his rapidly 
growing community. It 
was a short-lived assign-
ment; two years later he 
died in 1709, at the age 

of 30. 

Fr. Claude’s legacy lives on in the 
Congregation through its service to 
those in need. The Congregation of the 
Holy Spirit became recognized by the 
Church for going places that no one 
else wanted to go and for living simply 
in deep faith.

Feast of Blessed 
Jacques Laval, 
C.S.Sp.

Feast of Claude Poullart des Places, C.S.Sp.

September 9 marks the Feast Day of 
Blessed Jacques Laval, C.S.Sp., the 
“Apostle of Mauritius,” who worked 
tirelessly to empower and care for a 
forgotten people.

As a Spiritan priest, Fr. Jacques Laval 
ministered on the island of Mauritius, 
where most of his parishioners were 
poor and former slaves. He lived with 
them, learned their language and 
culture, and helped them improve 
their teacher education, sanitation, 
and agriculture. 

He also used his medical training to 
help those who suffered illnesses. He 
was so successful and beloved there, 
converting 67,000 parishioners, that 
he came to be known as the Apostle 
of Mauritius.

When Laval died on September 9, 
1864, it is said that more than 30,000 
mourners followed his casket. He 
became the first beatified Spiritan on 
April 29, 1979.
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Spiritans from the former USA West Province gathered in April 1989 in Houston, TX, 
for a Chapter to discuss vocations and pastoral planning. 

Inside this Issue: U.S. Spiritans gather in Assembly in June 2021 in Pittsburgh, PA, to 
discuss similar topics and elect a new Provincial.

“Becoming a priest or a man or woman religious is not 
primarily our own decision...Rather it is the response to a 

call and to a call of love.” - Pope Francis
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