
Duquesne University’s annual Mass of the Holy 
Spirit featured Superior General Alain Mayama, 
C.S.Sp., as the homilist during his visit to the U.S. 
Province in the Pittsburgh area. The yearly Mass 
commemorates the beginning of a new school 
year for Duquesne students and, this year, the 
150th anniversary of the U.S. Province of the 
Spiritans. 

The Most Reverend David Zubik, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh and Duquesne alumnus, 
presided with many Spiritans as concelebrants. 

Fr. Mayama, who was elected the first African 
Superior General in October 2021, spoke about 
seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit for the 
coming year. “When we call on the Holy Spirit, 
He comes in force to help us to face different 
challenges whether we are in the classroom or 
whatever situation we might find ourselves in,” 
he said. 

Fr. Mayama highlighted how the readings un-
derscored the presence of the Holy Spirit as our 
teacher and our memory.

“For us today, the Holy Spirit enables us to un-
derstand and live our God’s words as we follow 
Jesus. And He brings to our remembrance the 
Word planted in us. The Holy Spirit’s role is to 
reveal that which Christ has taught and guidance 
through the Holy Spirit strengthens the Truths of  
His Word. How nicely the Holy Spirit then, dear 

friends, connects the past to the present and 
propels us into the future with the seven gifts of 
the Holy Spirit for our lives here on Earth.”

Just like in the time of Isaiah when the People of 
God were facing difficulties, Fr. Mayama said,  the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit (wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of 
the Lord) point us to God and help us to act just-
ly.  These gifts make us unstoppable as “architects 
of a better future for all.”

Fr. Mayama also spoke of the gratitude to God 
the Spiritans have on the 150th Anniversary of 
the U.S. Province. “God, who has brought us this 
far as a congregation will lead and guide us to 
something new in the future,” he concluded. 

President of Duquesne, Ken Gormley, provided 
closing remarks noting the rich connections past 
and present between the Spiritans, Duquesne, 
and the Diocese of Pittsburgh. “As we commence 
this new academic year, I know that we will do 
even greater things together as a Catholic and 
Spiritan institution,” he said. “I pray we will re-
main guided, in everything we do in the coming 
weeks and months ahead by the Spirit who gives 
life.”

Those who missed the service can rewatch 
the livestream at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LdRS1g1ms2g
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John Boyles has joined the 
Spiritan Office for Mis-
sion Advancement team 
as National Director of 
Mission Advancement. He 
will be focused on both 
the planning, fundraising, 
and mission development 

of the Houston office and on long-term 
donor cultivation across the Province.

As a Lay Spiritan for the past 24 years,  
John volunteered as the President of The 
Society of The Holy Spirit, a fundraising 
arm for Vietnam and Taiwan formation 
programs. John brings to his new po-
sition a profound love of living out his 
faith journey and sharing the Spiritan 
story and mission. He will continue to 
develop local-based Spiritan Friends 
groups and innovative donor mission 
project programs while also promoting 
fundraising opportunities, special events, 
and invitations to vocation awareness 
opportunities.

For the past 5 years, John served as the 
Executive Director of Magnificat Hous-
es, a large homeless and mental health 
private Catholic nonprofit organization 
in Houston. He has over 20 years of 
combined pastoral ministry experience 
in Catholic parishes as well as extensive 
nonprofit leadership and corporate new 
business development background.

Welcome
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Throughout the process of cele-
brating the U.S. Province’s 150th 
Anniversary, we’re reminded so 
powerfully of the importance of our 
history and the necessity to move 
forward with vision. We must re-
member our past; on these pages, 
you’ll read about the lives of some 
of our notable Spiritans whose feast 

days are upcoming and the story of one of our parish-
es. 

We also have to be working towards something new.  
As Fr. Alain reminded us during his Mass of the Holy 

Spirit homily, it is the Holy Spirit that “connects the 
past to the present and propels us into the future.” 
In these pages you’ll also learn more about our new 
team member at the Spiritan Office for Mission Ad-
vancement and about our Seminarian Matt Broeren’s 
vocation experience. These are just some of the ways 
the Congregation is growing and moving forward. 

Pray for us during this time of memory and action; we 
will certainly be praying for you all.

John Boyles Joins 
SOMA TeamOn September 9, we celebrate the Feast of Blessed Jacques 

Laval to honor a man who worked tirelessly to empower 
and care for a forgotten people.

1803- Laval is born September 18 in Northern France.

1830- Laval practices as a medical doctor in France.

1834- Laval begins to study to become a priest after a 
near-death experience.

1838- Laval is ordained a priest and starts serving as a parish priest. 

1840- Laval feels called to missionary work and joins Francis Libermann in his 
new community (which eventually joined with the Spiritans). Laval, then, trav-
els to Mauritius, an island off the eastern coast of Africa, to begin his mission 
work among recently freed slaves. 

In his words: “Port-Louis, where I am working, with around 30,000 people, all 
of whom have to be visited. We have to teach, catechize, console, visit and ad-
minister the sacrament to all these people, so you can see that there is much 
work to be done. The good Lord for whom we are working has blessed our 
efforts and has made his word bear fruit.”

Laval serves in Mauritius for the rest of his life. During that time he: 
• Learns the language and culture of the area
• Improves teacher education, sanitation, and agriculture in the area
• Survives and serves during several disease outbreaks
• Is credited with converting 67,000 people 
• Becomes known as “The Apostle of Mauritius”
• He also, like anyone else, has periods of tiredness, loneliness, and doubt. 

1864- When he dies on September 9, 1864,  it is said that more than 30,000 
mourners follow his casket.

1979- Laval is beatified by Pope John Paul II on April 29. He is the first Spiritan 
to be Beatified.

Get to Know: Blessed Jacques Laval, C.S.Sp.



News from 
SOMA

Spiritan Office for Mission 
Advancement 
 
Fr. Mike Grey, C.S.Sp., Chief Development 
Officer  
Mr. John Boyles, National Director of 
Mission Advancement 
Ms. Susan Martin, Bookkeeper 
Mr. Ray Sylvester, Grants Coordinator 
 
1700 West Alabama St. 
Houston, TX 77098 
(713) 522-2882

Visit Spiritans.org/Donate
Follow us on Facebook
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For Spiritans, education means working 
for the empowerment of peoples and 
their liberation from 
injustice, poverty, 
and ignorance.

The Congregation 
operates over 90 
schools, and the 
Spiritan Academy on 
the outskirts of Bo, 
Sierra Leone, is one 
of them.

Established in 2012 
the present enrollment totals 340 stu-
dents (177 girls, 163 boys).  The school 
administrator is Fr. Augustine Berewa, 
C.S.Sp.

While the school is owned by the 
Spiritans, the government pays for the 

students’ tuition as well as teacher 
salaries.

Eight years ago, 
SOMA, through 
its generous do-
nors, provided the 
funding for a water 
well at the school, 
eliminating the 
need for students 
to make long treks 
to fill water jugs in 
the city.

Recently, SOMA was able to respond 
to the school’s need for classroom and 
teachers’ desks and tables.  One hun-
dred-sixty locally-fabricated desks and 
chairs, along with teacher lockers, were 
delivered to the school in April.

Empowered Through Education

Spiritan Academy students in Sierra Leone using the 
SOMA funded water well.

Spiritans were invited to Machakos, 
Kenya by the local bishop in 2010 to 
partner with the diocese in the devel-
opment of a 40-acre parcel of land. 

In the intervening years a secondary 
school serving 540 students has been 
opened as has a technical college 
training over 600 students in various 
trade skills. Recently, a health facility 
was added to the campus to serve the 
neighboring community.

The generosity of SOMA donors provid-
ed funds to support construction of the 
latest addition to the property, a resi-
dence to house the local Spiritans as 
well as other religious working in area 
missions who require extended medical 
attention. A chapel is also included in 

Partnership Delivers Needed Services

Recently constructed four story building located on 
40 acre parcel of land in  Machakos, Kenya.

Continued on page 4

Did you know? 

St. Kizito is considered 
the patron saint of 
children and primary 
schools. Learn about 
his namesake parish 
on the next page.
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• DONATE ONLINE at Spiritans.org.  
• MAIL A CHECK (or money order) made payable to  

Congregation of the Holy Spirit, 1700 West Alabama Street, Houston, TX 77098
• SHOP AT AMAZON!  

Visit  Amazonsmile.com and select “Sharelink-Spiritans Worldwide Aid Foundation Inc.” 
• PURCHASE COFFEE through SaintBasilCoffee.com, select “Spiritans” as the Group 

Code.
• DONATE AN UNWANTED VEHICLE through  

CarEasy.org. Visit CarEasy.org/nonprofit/congregation-of-the-holy-spirit.
• PLANNED GIVING. Visit Spiritans.org/planned-giving for details.

Ways to Contribute

Questions? Please call 713-522-2882. Thank you!

Poultry Benefits Community

the three-story building.

A sustainability element of the project 
includes a biodigester for recycling the 
water used in the building for use as 
the irrigation source for the surrounding 
plant life. 

The partnership with the diocese 

includes the presence of the Incarnate 
Word Sisters. They teach in the school, 
act as guidance counselors, and assist in 
the pastoral and health sectors.

The Sisters have their own residence 
within the campus and celebrate Mass 
with the Spiritans in the new building’s 
chapel. Fr. John Wambu, C.S.Sp., Fr. John Kamangara, 

C.S.Sp., and Incarnate Word Sisters 

Generous SOMA donors assisted in the expansion of the 
Spiritan Farm in Oru-Uebu Ode, Ogun State, Nigeria.

The poultry farm produces both eggs and broiler chickens. 
The number of layers was increased from 1,900 to 3,100 
providing approximately 1,600 eggs per day, while the broil-
er population added 500. The growing period from young 
chick to a marketable size is from 6-8 weeks.

A portion of the eggs and the broilers are consumed by the 
local Spiritans, while most of the production is marketed to 
the local community, creating a sustainable business mod-
el that covers the farm’s expenses and generates funds for 
future improvements.

In May of 2021, Spiritans 
accepted pastoral care for 
Holy Trinity Parish, Butogota, 
Uganda under the super-
vision of Fathers Cyprian 
Faerenga and Ambrose 
Kyomukama.

Holy Trinity is a sister parish 
to St. Kizito, Namasumbi 
which Spiritans have minis-
tered to since 2014.
 
Through generous donor 
support the parishes were 

each able to purchase a 
desktop computer and print-
er providing connectivity to 
the Ugandan province, the 
local diocese, and the wider 
world.

St. Kizito, the namesake of 
the parish, was one of the 
Martyrs of Uganda, and the 
youngest to be slain by King 
Mwanga II in 1886. 

He is considered the patron 
saint of children and primary 
schools. His feast day is June 
3rd.

You can read more about 
this young martyr at munyo-
nyo-shrine.ug/martyrs/oth-
er-uganda-martyrs/st-kizito/

Fr. Dominic Ikede, C.S.Sp. Farm Manager, and Fr. Andrew Edogbo, C.S.Sp.

Continued from page 3

Connected in Mission

Thanks, John 
Gillespie, for 
Years of Service 
We want to 
extend our 
sincerest 
thanks to John 
Gillespie as he 
moves from 
his position as 
Director of Spiritan Office for 
Mission Advancement. 

John’s time and talent has 
been invaluable to the Spir-
itan mission in Houston, the 
U.S., and the world.  We are 
grateful for his dedication 
and care. 



As we celebrate the 150 years of the 
U.S. Spiritan Province, we remember 
that Black Catholics in Arlington, Vir-
ginia once had to travel to Alexandria 
or Washington, DC to attend Mass. The 
community desired a church that they 
could attend in their neighborhood. In 
1945, a group of devout and determined 
African Americans met with officials 
from the Diocese of Richmond with the 
hope of establishing a worship commu-
nity in Arlington.

Alice Moorman, Joseph Bowman, Clar-
ence Brown, Alice Butler, Irma Carter, 
Mary Fernandez, Edward Marshall, 
Sophia Terry, Lawrence and Jessie Butler, 
Hattie Ellis, Grace 
McQuinn, Constance 
Spencer, and Selena 
Brown were among 
the first group to 
meet about the 
founding of this 
parish. Thaddenia 
West with great dis-
tinction remained 
to share and hand 
on the tradition of 
the founding of this 
parish.

Bishop Ireton grant-
ed the request of 
Black Catholics to establish their own 
church in Arlington County and he invit-
ed the Spiritans to staff this new parish. 
On Pentecost Sunday, May 20, 1945, 
Fr. Joseph Hackett, C.S.Sp., became the 
first pastor of this new parish. This first 
Mass was held in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lawrence Butler with 40 people in 

attendance. 

Families continued to gather and their 
numbers grew. After so many novenas 
and prayers had been said especially 
during the time of World War II, they 
decided to name the new parish, “Our 
Lady Queen of Peace.”

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Brown along with 
Maurice Coates were granted permis-
sion for this growing community to 
use Dunbar Center in Green Valley for 
Sunday Mass. Mr. Solomon Thompson, a 
Black realtor, assisted in the purchase of 
the present property at 19th and South 
Edgewood Streets in Arlington.

Bishop Ireton 
approved the 
plans to begin the 
construction of a 
church building and 
on September 20, 
1946, the ground-
breaking ceremony 
was held with Fr. 
Hackett and Mrs. 
Alice Moorman 
turning the first 

shovel of dirt.

Parishioners in-
vested much ener-

gy through dinners, bake sales, lawn 
parties, teas, and other efforts to raise 
monies to fund the construction of the 
church building. On Pentecost Sunday, 
June 15, 1947, Bishop Ireton returned to 
bless the new church. 

The African American origin of this 

parish is a testimony to the vibrant and 
energetic Black presence in the Catholic 
Church in the United States. In 1963, 
Our Lady of Peace parish was designat-
ed as a territorial parish embracing all 
Catholics within its boundaries regard-
less of race.

The pastoral leadership of Spiritans 
such as Frs. Joseph Hackett, C.S.Sp., 
Michael Kanda, C.S.Sp., Thomas Jones, 
C.S.Sp., James White, C.S.Sp., David Ray, 
C.S.Sp., James Healy, C.S.Sp., Jeff Du-
aime, C.S.Sp., Leonard Touzzolo, C.S.Sp., 
and Tim Hickey, C.S.Sp., has continued 
to make this multicultural parish, proud 
of its African American origins, one of 
the great Spiritan ministries in the Dio-
cese of Arlington.

From the early dream and vision of 
sixteen Black Catholics, Our Lady Queen 
of Peace parish has grown and been 
transformed into a worshipping commu-
nity of over 1,500 families representing 
Catholics from many nations, races, and 
cultures.

U.S. Spiritan Parish History: Our Lady Queen of Peace- Arlington, VA

Mrs. Alice Moorman at the groundbreaking ceremony of 
the new parish along with  Fr. Joseph Hackett, C.S.Sp., 

the first pastor.

Fr. Tim Hickey, C.S.Sp., pastor with Fr. Pierre, pastor of 
their twinning parish in Medor, Haiti.

The worshipping community at Our Lady Queen of Peace Church and exterior of the church building. 
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By Matthew Broeren, C.S.Sp., who is 
living in Brazil for his Pastoral Ministry 
Experience. 

To ask why anyone dares to continue 
in religious life today is to, at the same 
time, explore the basic meaning of any 
sort of religious participation. To put it 
bluntly, the vows taken are not vapid 
religious statements that one can forget 
after saying, nor are they humanist 
aspirations whose vagueness can be 
molded into any ideology for conven-
ience. They are always taken within a 
context, both ecclesial (with, in front of, 
and for the people of God) and social 
(having an impact on one’s participation 
in a society, culture, polis, etc.). Liber-
mann himself states this quite clearly 
when, writing on the vow on Poverty in 

the Provisional Rule, says that the vow, 
“must be understood regarding exterior 
and definite practices.” In other words, 
there is no such thing as a vow that ex-
ists “as thing in your heart” or as “just an 
interior thing.” There must be that which 
is a definitive expression of the vows, or 
it is fraudulent. 
 
But how do we make a definitive ex-
pression of vows in the post-modern 
era, in which the principal expression is, 
as best defined by Jameson’s description, 
“a new kind of flatness or depthlessness, 
a new kind of superficiality,” that exists 
under the seeming hegemony of neo-
liberal capitalism. The first, poverty, is 
perhaps the most concretely expressed 
as sharing, the open freedom to refuse 
possession and give life through what 

we have, rather than orderly stacking in 
our homes and claiming unique neces-
sity for a later (and never-to-come day). 
It is to recognize and leave behind the 
capitalistic pedagogy of “having” as an 
absurdity and, instead, to use what we 
have in community to support each 
other and the poorest of those whom 
we serve. It is to share in the Spirit. 
 
The second, chastity, is mostly concrete-
ly expressed as caring. Libermann, once 
again in the Provisional Rule, writes, 
“[Perfect] chastity contains the love of 
God. It dwells in the heart and makes 
our will exercise love.” In choosing to 
be celibate, an opportunity is given to 
care more properly for our portion of 
the People of God more properly with 

Matt Broeren, C.S.Sp., Renews Spiritan Vows in Brazil
Matt Broeren, C.S.Sp. is at the midway point of his Pastoral 
Mission Experience with the Group of Brazil South West, in 
Sao Paulo Brazil. On Friday, July 
22, 2022, he renewed his Vows 
as a Spiritan for three years.

Fr. Don McEachin, C.S.Sp., flew 
down to visit and formally 
received his vows on behalf of 
the U.S. Province. When Matt first 
arrived in Sao Paulo, he lived at 
the Center House in the Belem 
district with Irish Spiritan Fa-
thers Eugene Moran, C.S.Sp. and 
Mark Brendan Foley, C.S.Sp., Su-
perior of the Group, while study-
ing Portuguese at a language and 
culture institute there.

After, Matt was assigned to the Spiritan parish of Holy Trin-
ity in the Perus district of Sao Paulo, where he now lives, in 

a very poor parish with small chapels scattered throughout 
the favelas of Perus. He lives in the Spiritan House in Perus 

with two other Spiritans, Fr. Jose 
Miguel Portillo, C.S.Sp, a young 
Paraguayan Spiritan who is Pas-
tor of the Parish, and Fr. Nial Col-
gan, C.S.Sp., a veteran Spiritan of 
many years of experience, origi-
nally from the Province of Ireland. 
Matt has very quickly become 
quite proficient in Portuguese 
and is well loved by the people of 
his parish.

Fr. Jose Miguel Portillo, C.S.Sp., 
presided.  The celebration was 
very moving, and Matt gave a 
thoughtful reflection on the 

Spiritan charism and mission in his talk after Communion. A 
parish buffet dinner was held after the ceremony where the 
celebrations continued.

Fr. Don McEachin, C.S.Sp., listens as Matt Broeren, C.S.Sp., reads his vows.

Reflection on Taking Religious Vows in the Modern World

After the ceremony, the parish held a buffet dinner to 
continue celebrating.

The community at Holy Trinity in the Perus district of  
San Paulo pose for a photo after the ceremony. 

Matt Broeren reflects on the Spiritan charism and  
mission  after Communion.

Continued on page 7



whom we live and work. It must be a 
real act of lifelong solidarity to serve 
the poor and marginalized, to be 
present to the sick and suffering. It is 
to be available like Christ to encounter, 
transform, and journey for the Reign.  
 
Lastly, there is obedience, which is 
mostly concretely expressed as listen-
ing. This is not to exist like a robot, 
simply taking commands from a higher 
power with a gentle affirmation of 
submission given at each command. 
Nor to exist with one’s ear turned 
towards the sky waiting and hoping 
that the distant thunder might contain 
a magical voice. The cries of the poor 
and oppressed (O Grito dos Oprimidos) 
are already existent in the world and, 
therefore, God’s will should be evident 
(cf. Ex 2:23-25). As well, to take on the 

vow of obedience is to refuse to have 
‘a heart of stone’ but to, through the 
grace of the Spirit, always exist with ‘a 
heart of flesh,’ (Ez 11:19), with miseri-
cordia that is willing to get shaken and 
finds strength in Christ to confront that 
which takes life. It is to have an ear 
similar to Mary, to live out the principle 
of prius concepit mente quam corpore, 
i.e. to have a critical ear, that is willing 
to see, as well as judge and later act in 
the light of faith for the Reign. 
 
Although the look at each vow is nice, 
it is important to keep in mind that 
all 3 vows are taken together with the 
same context. I dare to say that these 
vows, taken and lived together, run 
against the alienation so common in 
post-modernity, and later aggravated 
by the pandemic. Their realization is 
nothing short of the concreteness of 
love, something in short supply these 

days. It is the “commitment to all or 
nothing,” that Libermann envisioned 
for his society from its outset in 1839. 
Yet, more fundamentally, it is our 
participation in God’s mission to which 
Christ summons us, a mission for the 
salvation of all, a mission of giving 
life and creating communion looking 
towards the life and communion to 
come. The meaning of these vows, 
thus, is not just the participation in 
a church or religious group; it is our, 
and my own personal, participation in 
the very Reign of God already realized, 
and our daringness to see it out in the 
time to come.Christi, we keep going, 
we dare to take one more step. While a 
liturgy will never resolve social issues 
in themselves, it is difficult to find the 
strength to continue in true faith in 
this world without it. 
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As we continue to welcome the new Lay mem-
bers who made their first formal commitments in 
November 2021, we’re pleased to introduce Pattie 
Duff. 

Pattie worked at the University of Pittsburgh for 
45 years and retired in 2012.  She is a long-time 

member of St. Stephen parish in Hazelwood, PA, and has been a resident 
of Hazelwood for over 72 years.  Pattie serves as a Eucharistic Minister, 
a greeter, and a Sacristan who has also taken Eucharist to homebound 
seniors.

At St. Stephen, Pattie was introduced to the Spiritans and their mission 
by Fr. Vince Stegman and then Fr. Dan Walsh. Fr. Dan introduced her to 
the Lay Spiritan Community specifically.  She made her formal com-
mitment as a Lay Spiritan on November 15, 2021, with the approval of 
then-Provincial Fr. Jeff Duaime, C.S.Sp.

In her letter of commitment, Pattie wrote: “The idea of radical welcome 
to make all feel welcome is what I have done all my life. I enjoy meeting 
and welcoming new people to our church and have done that for most 
of my adult life.”

That welcoming spirit is noticed by local children who call Pattie “the 
Pittsburgh grandmother,” a role she loves. She has a sister and a brother 
and has had 6 dogs in the family.  Her current dog is a Rottweiler/Boxer.

A prayer that’s special to Pattie is “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray 
the Lord my soul to keep.  If I should die before I wake, I pray  the Lord 
my soul to take.”  This is a prayer that she prayed with her mom every 
night and still says before she goes to bed each night. She loves the 
prayer and it keeps her in touch with her mother.

We are so glad to welcome Pattie to the Spiritan family.

On October 2, we celebrate 
the Feast of Spiritan founder, 
Claude Poullart des Places. He 
is one of the youngest found-
ers of a major religious con-
gregation.

1679- Des Places is born to aristocrats on Febru-
ary 26 in Rennes, France.

1690- Des Places starts school at the Jesuit Col-
lège Saint-Thomas from which he later graduated 
as Valedictorian. 

1700- Des Places graduates with a law degree, 
following in his father’s footsteps. 

1701-  With growing awareness of the poor, Des 
Places leaves university and enters the seminary. 

1703- On Pentecost, Des Places gathers with a 
group of fellow seminarians who he had been 
supporting financially to form a group dedicated 
to the Holy Spirit under the special patronage of 
Mary. The group is formed to serve the poor peo-
ple of rural France as well as people in missions 
overseas. 

1707- Des Places is ordained at age 28. 

1709-  Des Places dies in Paris, France. His com-
munity, the Spiritans, grew and lived on. 

Spotlight on a Lay Spiritan Get to Know: Claude Poullart 
des Places, C.S.Sp.

Continued from page 6
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Fr. Martin Vu, C.S.Sp., associate pastor during mass at Our Lady Queen of Peace. 
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“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, will teach you all things and remind you 

everything I have said to you.’”  John 14:26
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