
The first week of November our Spiritan Refugee 
Service (SRS) community was blessed by a visit 
from Fr. Florentine Mallya, C.S.Sp., the provincial 
of the Province of Tanzania, and Fr. Evod Shao, 
C.S.Sp., the head of the province’s planning and 
development office.

They attended two Sunday Masses, one with the 
Burundian Catholic community and the other 
with the Congolese Catholic community in the 
Nyarugusu refugee camp located in Makere Town 
of the Kasulu District in Kigoma. The faithful of 
both communities were overjoyed to receive our 
two confreres in liturgies unique to each of their 
countries of origin.

However, the exuberant celebrations belie their 
increasingly difficult daily life in the camp. Strin-
gent measures have been put in place with the 
intent to bring the refugees to decide to return to 
their countries of origin. Those measures include 
closing the markets and knocking down the 
small shops, as well as the prohibition of motor-
cycles and bicycles.

Another area of serious concern to us is a short-
age of international funding that has resulted in 
the lack of essential medicines and increasing 
difficulty in getting referrals for treatment out-
side the camp in serious cases. The shortage of 
funding also affects the availability of appropri-
ate foods for the dietary needs of the elderly and 
people with serious illnesses like diabetes and/or 
high blood pressure. All these issues have serious 
implications for the health and well-being of 
those affected.

For our part, we often act as liaisons between 
the health services and aid agencies to request 
assistance, especially for the chronically ill and 
disabled. However, policy decisions taken con-
cerning restrictions imposed on the refugees 
and questions of shortage of funding are taken 
at levels far beyond our own sphere of influence. 
For that reason, we are also exploring alterna-
tive avenues for advocacy through the existing 
church leadership structure.
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Welcome
As we journey through Lent toward 
the Easter season, we focus on re-
penting and returning to God. This 
offers us a renewal, mirrored by the 
weather of Spring; a time for things 
to come alive again and grow. 

This is also the final portion of our 
150th Anniversary Celebration. 

Through Pentecost, we will continue to find opportu-
nities across the country to take time to give thanks, 
celebrate, and learn from the last 150 years. And then, 
led by the Spirit, we will continue to move forward so 
that, God willing, future generations will have more to 

celebrate 150 years from now. 

On the back of this issue, there is a quote from St. 
Katharine Drexel, “If we wish to serve God and love 
our neighbor well, we must manifest our joy in the 
service we render to him and them. Let us open wide 
our hearts.”  The quote continues “It is joy which in-
vites us. Press forward and fear nothing.” 

I pray that the renewal of Easter gives you joy and 
strength to “Press forward and fear nothing.”  We will 
do the same. 
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150th Anniversary Celebration Continues 
We started celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the U.S. Spiritans in 
January 2022 with special masses, 
galas, events, and pilgrimages. But 
this special celebration isn’t over 
yet. We’re continuing to celebrate 
the history of the U.S. Province all 
across the country through Pente-
cost 2023. 

Both Holy Ghost Prep and Duquesne 
University recognized the 150th 
Anniversary during their Founders 
Week activities leading up to the 
Feast Day of Venerable Francis 
Libermann on February 2. 

Most recently were celebrations 
sponsored by the Trinity Hall 
Spiritans at Duquesne University 

in Pittsburgh, PA, and the Spiritan 
Office for Mission Advancement 
(SOMA) and Spiritan Friends in 
Houston, TX. 

This period of celebration has 
allowed us to remember our history 
and give thanks for the last 150 
years of the Spiritans in the U.S. 

See if there are any 
events coming up near 
you! A list of 150th 
Anniversary events and 
recaps of events that 
have already occurred 
can be found at: 
spiritans.org/150-anniversary/

Learn more about the Pilgrimages on page 6

Vocations Director Fr. Honest Munishi, C.S.Sp., 
and Director of Mission Advancement John Boyles 

dance with guests at the recent 150th Celebra-
tion in Houston, TX.  Credit: Gina Monti

A panel discussion occurred during the Trinity 
Hall Spiritans’ 150th Anniversary Event held at 
Duquesne University. The event also featured a 
new video, music, and food. Credit: Ian Hurley



The visit of Fr. Florentine and Fr. Evod 
also provided a good opportunity to re-
flect on these twenty-seven years of the 
SRS’ ministry and to look forward to the 
future. Over the years, many confreres 
have shared in this 
ministry. Among them, 
there have always been 
specific confreres who 
have served as anchors 
for extended periods of 
time. That continuity is 
essential in an envi-
ronment where there is 
constant turnover in the 
leadership of the gov-
ernment and aid agen-
cies with the resulting 
frequent changes in policies affecting 
the daily lives of the refugees.

Similarly, we have a great interest in 
preparing our young confreres for future 
engagement in our ministry by way of 
offering pastoral experiences, either 
during vacation time or for longer expe-
riences like a one to two year pastoral 
engagement.

With respect to the future of our min-
istry, we see a long-term presence of a 
core group of refugees, even though the 
majority of them will either return to 
their countries of origin or be resettled 
to third countries, like the United States.

In addition, as a part of an outreach 
to the refugee hosting community of 
Kigoma, we are currently constructing 

a health facility on a twenty-two-acre 
plot owned by the congregation in Mak-
ere Town. The facility will be part of a 
permanent commitment by the Province 
of Tanzania to the presence of a Spiritan 
community in Kigoma. Together with 
the health facility, a Spiritan residence 

will be built on the 
same plot.

If there are any 
regrets we have, it 
is that over the past 
twenty-seven years 
of our ministry with 
refugee communi-
ties, we have only 
accepted two young 
men in our formation 
program. Concerns 

are often raised over the effect of life in 
exile on the motivations and emotional 
fitness of candidates from the refugee 
camps.

From our perspective, 
we are convinced that, 
just as God continued 
to accompany the 
Israelites through-
out their frequent 
experiences of war 
and exile, so too the 
Holy Spirit contin-
ues to call young 
men and women to 
consecrated ministry in the church. For 
example, in the three camps where we 
have served the Burundian Catholic 
community in exile, there is a group on 
Facebook’s Whatsapp formed by sixteen 

priests and sisters from those camps, at 
least seven of whom are priests.

One alternative to explore would be to 
open the door to young men from the 
camps who have been resettled in the 
United States to join our congregation.

Let us close with our sincere thanks to 
the U.S. Province for its very generous 
support of our ministry going all the 
way back to its inception in 1995, when 
Fr. Paul Flamm, C.S.Sp. did his overseas 
training program with our Tanzanian 
confreres working with the refugees 
from Rwanda.

Our gratitude also extends to the 
Spiritan Office for Mission Advancement 
(SOMA) for funds they contributed that 
enabled us to build two churches for 
the Burundian Catholic community in 
Nyarugusu, and, most recently, funding 

for a block of toilets 
to be built for the 
health facility under 
construction. We are 
also very grateful to 
our private benefac-
tors like the Bethany 
Foundation which 
has also generously 
contributed to our 
ministry since the 
early 2000’s.

May God bless you all

Spiritan Refugee Service 
Kigoma, Tanzania 
December 2022
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Continued from page 1 

27 years of ministry to regugees in Kigoma, Tanzania 

Fr. Paul Flamm, C.S.Sp. visiting with a  
disabled woman in the refugee camp.

Fr. Evod Shao, C.S.Sp. celebrating  
Mass in the refugee community. 

Holy Ghost Prep Holds 125th Anniversary Mass
The Most Reverend Michael Fitzgerald, the auxiliary bishop 
who oversees Catholic education throughout the five-county 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, presided over Holy Ghost Prep’s 
special 125th Anniversary Mass on January 26 at the Firebird 
Fieldhouse. 
 
The bishop concelebrated with Rev. Daniel Sormani, C.S. Sp. 
and Rev. Chris McDermott, C.S.Sp. as well as with six alumni 
priests: Rev. John Burger SSC ’64, Rev. John LaRosa ’73, Rev. 
Thomas Nasta ’74, Rev. Tom Dailey, OSFS ’77, Rev. Bill Christy, 
C.S. Sp. ’82, and Rev. Stephen Brunner ’04, and one deacon, 

Continued on page 7
Three Spiritans concelebrated Mass with Bishop Michael Fitzgerald, as well as five other 
Alumni, four of whom are now priests and one who is a deacon preparing to be ordained.
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News from 
SOMA

Spiritan Office for Mission 
Advancement 
 
Fr. Mike Grey, C.S.Sp., Chief Development 
Officer  
Mr. John Boyles, National Director  
of Mission Advancement 
Ms. Susan Martin, Bookkeeper 
Mr. Ray Sylvester, Grants Coordinator 
 
1700 West Alabama St. 
Houston, TX 77098 
(713) 522-2882

Visit Spiritans.org/Donate

Follow us on 
Social Media

“Things are almost back to normal,” said. Fr. Peter 
Wadzani Matthew, C.S.Sp., the Philippines Prov-
ince Superior.

It has taken over a year to reach this point since 
Typhoon Rai struck parts of the Philippines 
causing extensive damage to two of the Spiritan 
communities in the country.

The roof was destroyed on Our Lady of Fatima 
Church in Iligan City, and the priests’ residence in 
Talisay sustained structural and electrical damage. 
 
With the support of SOMA donors and other 
Spiritan entities repairs were made. Food, roofing 
materials, and money were also distributed to 
many in the local communities.

Recovering from Typhoon Rai

“I would like to use this medium to say 
thank you to all people of good will who 
supported the cause of the poor in the 
Philippines. Permit me to express my appre-
ciation to SOMA and Kibanda who worked 
tirelessly to make this possible. My grati-
tude goes to those who responded to our 
appeals and to those who permitted the 
fund-raising in places under their jurisdic-
tion. We have received commendation on 
your behalf from two of the affected dio-
ceses for our commitment to the cause of 
the disadvantaged and at the margin of society. Words indeed 
would not be enough to show our appreciation; but that is all we have coming from 
the deepest recesses of our hearts and those who have benefited from your generos-
ity and goodwill. We assure you of our prayers. Maraming salamat po”. 
-Fr. Peter Wadzani Matthew, C.S.Sp., Provincial Superior Philippines

$227,696 
IN GRANTS

12
COUNTRIES

$8,913

PROJECTS INSOMA DISTRIBUTED 

2022 IN REVIEW

AVERAGE 
UNRESTRICTED GRANT

WHAT KIND OF PROJECTS THESE GRANTS SUPPORTED

Priest residence in Talisay

Our Lady of Fatima Church roof Iligan City

Roofing materials and 
money distributed to 

community



February 24, 
2023, marked 
the one-year 
anniversary 
of Russia’s 
invasion of 
Ukraine.

Since the 
winter of 2022 
more than 
9.7 million 

Ukrainians have crossed the border 
into Poland, one of 10 host countries 
(Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hun-
gary, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, 
Romania, and Slovakia) receiving those 
displaced by the conflict. Over that 
period Spiritans in Poland have contin-
ued to provide hospitality to many of 
these refugees.

A total of $43,000 has been raised by 
the U.S. Province to help the local Spir-
itans minister to those in need. 

The need continues, however. You can 
still support SOMA’s response to this 
on-going humanitarian crisis either by 
check  or online at:  
spiritans.org/donation-form.

• DONATE ONLINE at Spiritans.org.  
• MAIL A CHECK (or money order) 

made payable to Congregation of 
the Holy Spirit, 1700 West Alabama 
Street, Houston, TX 77098

• DONATE AN UNWANTED 
VEHICLE through  CarEasy.
org. Visit CarEasy.org/nonprofit/
congregation-of-the-holy-spirit.

• PLANNED GIVING. Visit  
Spiritans.org/planned-giving for 
details.

Ways to 
Contribute

Questions?  
Please call 713-522-2882.  

Thank you!

Continuing care for Ukrainians in Poland

Bringing hope and meaning 
 [The] Spiritan Office for Mission Advance-
ment (SOMA) is living up to its name. Life 

in difficult missions where the Spiritans find 
themselves is made easier and doable because 
of the help which organizations like SOMA offer. 
Spiritans in Malawi have embarked on a project 
of constructing a retreat centre which is mainly 
for bringing hope to people who have lost hope 
and meaning in and of life. The centre is called 
Streams in the Desert. One of the buildings being 
constructed at the centre is a dining hall which is combined with a kitchen. 
SOMA funded the first phase of the project which is the foundation and the first 
part of the walls. The first phase is almost completed. Below is a photo of the 
project being implemented at the Streams in the Desert in Malawi. With such 
help, SOMA is a very important Spiritan organization for the implementation of 
the Spiritan Mission worldwide.”
    - Fr. Lucius Zuze, C.S.Sp., Malawi Province

SOMA GRANT TESTIMONIAL

Your 
contribution 

helps us support 
projects like this 
retreat centre in 

Malawi. 

On Thursday, May 25, we will hold our 
4th Annual Spiritan Day of Giving. In 24 
hours, we will challenge ourselves and 
our friends to see how much we can 
raise to support those on the margins. 

From supporting pressing needs during 
war or natural disasters to providing 
grants that help jumpstart projects for 
Spiritan Missionaries worldwide, when 
you donate to the Spiritan Office for 
Mission Advancement, you know your 
dollars will make a difference. 

Since 2020, Spiritan 
Day of Giving has 
helped us on our 
mission. Prayerfully 
consider how you can 
support us this year. 
More details to come on
spiritans.org/spiritan-day-of-giving/

SAVE THE DATE
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Experiencing U.S. Province History through Spiritan Parish Pilgrimages

One of the unique ways the U.S. Prov-
ince has celebrated our sesquicentennial 
has been through pilgrimages to former 
Spiritan Parishes. Seeing the ways early 
U.S. Spiritans lived out their mission and 
supported local communities has been 
an immersive and impactful way to learn 
about some of the events that occurred in 
our 150-year history in the United States. 

Pittsburgh Pilgrimage Part 1

On April 23, 2022, a group of Spiritans 
and locals boarded a bus at Duquesne 
and visited a group of Pittsburgh area 
parishes that were at one time staffed by 
Spiritans including St. Stanislaus Shrine 
in the Strip District, St. Mary Church in 
Sharpsburg, St. Anthony/Holy Spirit in 
Millvale, St. Ann’s site also in Millvale, Im-
maculate Heart of Mary in Polish Hill, St. 
Benedict the Moor in the Hill District, and 
Epiphany Parish in Downtown Pittsburgh.

St. Mary in Sharpsburg was the first  par-
ish staffed by Spiritans in the Pittsburgh 
area. Spiritans served in St. Mary from 
1874 to 1997.

In 1889, Fr. Patrick McDermott, C.S.Sp. 
was inspired to create a black mission in 
Pittsburgh. St. Benedict the Moor was es-
tablished that year as the first church for 
Black Catholics in Pittsburgh.The building 
in the Hill District was built in 1894, and 
it is now a personal parish for the Black 
Catholic Community in the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh.  

These are just a few of the parishes that 
Spiritans served in the area that the pil-
grimage group visited. 

Louisiana Pilgrimage 

The next Pilgrimage event was a 663-
mile journey in November through west-
ern Louisiana. The theme of the trip was 
The Spiritan Contribution to the African 
American Catholic Experience in Louisi-
ana.   Participants visited four churches, 
formerly staffed by the Spiritans, giving 
them the opportunity to engage with the 
parishioners and to hear their recollec-
tions of the Spiritan priests and brothers 

who served their churches. 

“If it were not for the Spiritans, I would 
not be the person I am today,” said Jose-
phine Paillet, 77-year-member of Holy 
Ghost Catholic Church, Opelousas.

These churches included Immaculate 
Heart of Mary in Lake Charles, Holy Ghost 
Church in Opelousas, Assumption Church 
in Carencro, and St. Augustine Catholic 
Church in Isle Brevelle.

At each of the churches visited, the pastor 
was presented with a Spiritan medallion 
and a letter of appreciation for welcoming 
the group to their church.

The first Spiritan Church in Louisiana 
was St. James Memorial Catholic Church 
established in 1911. In time some 40 par-
ishes and missions would be established 
in the state. Holy Ghost Catholic Church 
in Opelousas, established in 1920 “would 
long be distinguished as the largest (by 
population) African American parish in 
the country”.

Additionally, many schools were estab-
lished in collaboration with Saint Kathar-
ine Drexel and the Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament.

While the Spiritans do not serve in Louisi-
ana today, they do serve the African Amer-
ican community in New York, Baltimore, 
Houston, Dayton, Arkansas, and Virginia.

Pittsburgh Pilgrimage Part 2

After a successful first Pittsburgh area 
pilgrimage, a second pilgrimage was 
envisioned to visit spots that couldn’t fit 
into the first trip. 

On April 22, 2023, another 
Pittsburgh Area Pilgrimage 
will take place visiting par-
ishes in Tarentum, Emsworth, 
Glenfield, and Hazelwood. 

You can find updated information at 
spiritans.org/events/pilgrimage-to-spiritan-
parish-part-2.

“A pilgrimage is not purposeless wandering.  
It is a journey with a higher purpose and that purpose is to honor God.” 

The Pittsburgh Pilgrimage group poses outside 
of St. Mary Church in Sharpsburg, the first parish 

staffed by Spiritans in Pittsburgh. 

The Pittsburgh Pilgrimage group listens at the St. 
Stanislaus Shrine in the Strip District.

Sr. Jane Meyer, O.P. speaks to the Louisiana Pil-
grimage group at Holy Ghost Church in Opelousas. 

The Louisiana Pilgrimage group posed for a photo 
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Lake 

Charles with pastor Rommel Tolentino.
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Get to Know: Saint Katharine Drexel
On March 3, we celebrated St. Katharine Drexel’s feast day. Her partnership, funding, vision and support 
helped the U.S. Spiritans find many of their early missions in the United States. St. Katharine had a busy 
life, but we’d like to highlight some of her timeline, especially as it connects and intersects with the history 
of the U.S. Province. 

1858- On November 26, Katharine is born in Philadelphia, PA, to a wealthy family. Her mother dies shortly 
after she is born. Katharine and her sisters are raised in the faith and taught to share their wealth. 

1885- When Katharine’s father dies, she and her two sisters receive a large inheritance. 

1886- Katharine finances her first project, St. Catherine’s Indian School in Santa Fe, NM, aligned with the mission she would 
soon develop: serving the Black and Indigenous communities in the US. 

1887- Katharine has an audience with Pope Leo XIII and asks him to send missionaries to the indigenous communities in the 
United States. He asks her to consider being a missionary. 

1891- Katharine, who was discerning religious life for many years, takes vows and establishes a new order, the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament, dedicated to “service to Native Americans and African Americans.” 

1895- Mother Katharine and her sister own land in Belmead, VA, where they open St. Frances de Sales School for Girls and St. 
Emma’s Industrial and Agricultural Institute, schools for Black girls and boys (respectively). The Spiritans work as Chaplains at 
St Emma’s on and off throughout its history.

1897- Mother Katharine was influential in the Spiritans obtaining a tract of land just a mile from her Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament on which to build a seminary, Holy Ghost Apostolic College. As the school grew and developed over the next 125 
years, it became Holy Ghost Prep, still a Spiritan school today.

1915- Mother Katharine founds Xavier University of New Orleans, the only predominantly Black Catholic institution of higher 
learning in the United States.

Until health issues forced her to resign as Superior, Mother Katherine and her Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament:

• Opened, staffed, and directly supported nearly 60 schools and missions.

• Worked alongside Spiritans in literally dozens of parishes and schools serving African-American communities in Philadel-
phia, New York, Louisiana, and other parts of the deep South.

• Used more than $12 million of her inheritance for her charitable and apostolic missions.

1955- Mother Katharine dies on March 3 after 18 years of contemplation due to illness and immobility.

2000- Mother Katharine is canonized Saint Katharine Drexel by Pope John Paul II.

Randy Kraft ‘15, who will be ordained in the spring. 
 
Four members of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament were 
also in attendance, commemorating St. Katharine Drexel’s 
influence in the founding of the school. 
 
“If it wasn’t for St. Katharine Drexel, HGP would not exist. And 
given the fact that this school began as Holy Ghost Apostol-
ic College, a place where young men came from across the 
country to be educated to become Spiritan priests, it seems 
perfect that we had six alumni who are now priests and one 
young man who will become a priest this spring here to 

concelebrate with us,” said Holy Ghost Prep president Gregory 
J. Geruson.  
 
The bishop’s homily meshed perfectly with Holy Ghost Prep’s 
mission.  
 
“We are all born with unique talents and gifts,” said Fitzger-
ald. “Your challenge is to develop those skills during your 
time at Holy Ghost Prep and then to use them to make the 
world a better place.” 
 
After celebrating Mass, Bishop Fitzgerald granted the school a 
special day off. 

Continued from page 3

Spiritans and alumni priests help celebrate 125 years of HGP
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Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Shreveport, Louisiana celebrated their 
100th anniversary in February 2023. Fr. Joseph Cronenberger, C.S.Sp. purchased the 
land for the mission in 1922 and Spiritans staffed the parish until 1987.

Inside this Issue: U.S. Spiritans continue an 18-month celebration of our 150th anni-
versary, with a recap of pilgrimages to Spiritan parishes. 

“If we wish to serve God and love our neighbor well, we 
must manifest our joy in the service we render to him and 

them. Let us open wide our hearts.”  St. Katharine Drexel
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