
Summer Reading Assignment
Incoming 8th Graders

Due Date: Second Week of School

Requirements:

1. Read two books from the list below. Choose a book that you have
not read before.

2.Choose one assignment from the list below to complete for each book
read. You should complete a different assignment for each book read.

This will count as your first English Language Arts grade.

You will be presenting your projects to the class.



Fiction

A Dog's Purpose W. Bruce Cameron

All We Have Left Wendy Mills(historical fiction)

Ground Zero Alan Gratz(historical fiction)

Heat Mike Lupica(sports)

Homecoming Cynthia Voight

Any of the books in the Giver quartet  (Gathering Blue, Messenger,
Son) Lois Lowry (dystopian literature) Olive's Ocean Kevin

Henkes

Old Yeller Fred Gipson

Refugee Alan Gratz(historical fiction)

Rules Cynthia Lord

Sounder William H. Armstrong(historical fiction) Tangerine Edward

Bloor(sports)

The Tiger Rising Kate Di Camillo

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler Philip Hoose(historical fiction)

Things Not Seen Andrew Clements

The Girl Who Drank the Moon Kelly Barnhill

Non Fiction

A Night to Remember William Lord

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban



Malala Yousafzai

Tuesdays with Morrie Mitch Albom

The Diary of a Young Girl Anne Frank

Choose one assignment for each book read:

1. Write a letter to the character.

Write a three paragraph letter to the main character telling why
you agree or disagree with the way they handled things in the
story. You must have specific details from the book.

2. Design a character's room.

What would this character have in his/her room based on his/her
character traits? This may be drawn as a map on 1/2 piece of
posterboard, you may create an actual model of the room, or you
can design it using Google Slides. Additionally, you must also write
a paragraph explaining why you chose the things you did for your
character's room, while also explaining the character traits that this
character possesses.

3. Collage Character

Create a life sized image of your character and completely cover this
image with pictures, quotes, adjectives that tell all about the
character and the events of the book. Write a paragraph explaining
the pictures and quotes you have chosen.



4. Write a poem about the protagonist in the story or the story itself.
Illustrate your poem and attach the illustration to your poem. You
may also do this through Google Slides; however, be creative with
the illustrations.

5. Give the character a gift.

If you could give the character a gift, what would it be? Try to
think outside the box and reflect on the challenges the character
faced in the book. What non-material things would benefit the
character? Be creative and present this as an actual gift( wrap it
or put it in a gift bag). Write a paragraph explaining why you
chose this gift.

continued...
Rubric

CATEGORY 5 4 3 2/1

Requirements All
requirements
are met and
exceeded.

All
requirements
are met.

One requirement
More than one

was not
requirement was

completely met.
not completely
met.



Attractiveness Makes excellent
use of font,
color, graphics,
effects, etc. to
enhance the
presentation.

Makes good use
of font, color,
graphics,
effects, etc. to
enhance to
presentation.

Makes some use
Use of font, color,

of font, color,
graphics, effects

graphics, effects,
etc. but these

etc. but
often distract from

occasionally these
the presentaion

detract from the
content.

presentation
content.

Content

Mechanics

Covers topic
in-depth with
details and
examples.
Subject
knowledge is
excellent.

No misspellings
or grammatical
errors.

Includes
essential
knowledge
about the topic.
Subject
knowledge
appears to be
good.

Three or fewer
misspellings
and/or
mechanical
errors.

Content is good. Content is
minimal.

Four misspellings
More than 4 errors

and/or
in spelling or

grammatical
grammar.

errors.

Oral
Presentation

Interesting,
well-rehearsed
with smooth
delivery that
holds audience
attention.

Relatively
interesting,
rehearsed
with a fairly
smooth
delivery that
usually holds
audience
attention.

Delivery not
Delivery not

smooth, but able
smooth and

to hold audience
audience attention

attention most of
lost.

the time.

Student Name __________________________________


