
HELLO, FRIENDS!
By Lauryn Jean

This year, many new friends from 
kindergarten through eighth grade 

joined our school community. 
We hope they’ve had a great year

 so far!
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“So even though we face the difficulties of today and 
tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted 

in the American dream. 
I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and 

live out the true meaning of its creed: We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.”

~Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 1963

THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON 
60 YEARS LATER

By Isaiah Green

Have you ever heard of the famous words I have a dream? The March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom was on August 28, 1963. That was the day, sixty 
years ago, that Dr. King gave his famous speech about his dream for America. This 
summer, we celebrated 1963’s March on Washington.

The anniversary took place in August. It was organized by the Drum Major 
Institute run by the family of Martin Luther King, Jr. and by the National Action 
Network. That afternoon, people gathered to commemorate Dr. King’s speech, and to 
make sure his dream continues. An important message of the day was peace cannot 
happen without justice, and we can’t stop working for justice. Another powerful 
message was shared by Andrea Waters King, the wife of Martin Luther King III. 
She said, “Life will be hard and have bumps, but you have to keep on moving. Don’t 
let anything stop you.” 

In my opinion, this summer’s event was important because it honors the 
struggles of those who worked so hard during the civil rights movement. It also 
shows the pride, power, and faith of those who are still working today to make Dr. 
King’s dream come true. I hope that my generation will demonstrate the passion 
shown by activists like Dr. King and John Lewis. Their peaceful yet powerful spirit 
changed the world for many, most especially Black people like me. I’m glad the 
messages from 1963’s March on Washington were shared again because they must be 
heard, remembered, and applied to make sure our world is a better place for everyone.



   SAINTS QUIZ
   By Isaiah Green

SAINTS PUZZLE
By Isaiah Green

Have you ever heard of All Saints Day? We Catholics celebrate 
this holy day on November 1st. It is a time to remember all the 

saints who gave their lives for Christ. 
Every classroom in our school honors a special saint. 

Some of those saints are in this puzzle. 
How many can you get correct?



 “I am a big fan 
of Greek 

mythology, so 
Percy Jackson and 
the Lightning Thief 

has been my 
favorite novel to 
teach in middle 
school. It is also 
just a really fun 
adventure book 

with many twists 
and turns. I always 
look forward to 

reading it with my 
sixth graders!” 
-Ms. McCormack 

 “I enjoy teaching pronouns 
and verb conjugation. Most of 

my students don’t speak a 
second language, so seeing 

them gain an understanding of 
these concepts is very 

rewarding. I also like that they 
remember how to sing the 

song about pronouns 
in Spanish and English.”

-Ms. Marchica

“I love to teach 

anything involving 

ELA, especially 

to third graders!

I love to see the

spark of creativity 

in their writing.”

-Mrs. Scharf

“My favorite math topics to teach are decimals and 
fractions. I like to help my students 

understand how they are used in the real world 
as money and in recipes.”

-Mrs. Escorcia

“My favorite thing is being the 
moderator of Student Council where 

kids take an active role in their school 
community. It teaches them that even 

the smallest of voices 
can make a huge difference.”

-Ms. Brady

“My favorite thing 
to teach my fourth 
grade students is 

reading. I love 
introducing them to 
the different genres 

of literature and 
watch as, hopefully, 

their love 
of reading grows.”

-Miss Nappi

FAVORITE LESSONS
By Justin Sorto

Have you ever wondered about your teachers’ favorite lessons of all-time? 
Some teachers, if not all, usually have a favorite subject to teach. In fact, many 

of them even have a favorite lesson. I spoke with of some of our teachers to find out 
what their favorite lessons are and why. After reviewing the responses, I noticed that 

each teacher expressed strong and positive feelings about their subjects. 
I also learned just how much they really love teaching all of us.

“I love to teach all my science classes, 
but some of my favorite lessons are 

from seventh grade’s life science unit. 
Hands-on experiments like dissection 

are not only interesting, they are 
unique and beautiful ways to learn 

about the awesomeness of 
God’s creations and 

the diversity of living things. 
-Mrs. Hartel-Goodman

“I love 
to read 

the book
A Long Walk 

to Water
with my 
seventh 
graders.

They become 
fully engaged 
in the story 

and its many 
interesting 

themes.”
-Mrs. Shannon

“I love to teach integers 
to the seventh graders. We 

sing and play games so they 
can master the skills needed 
to succeed. It’s a challenging 

topic, but the they always 
work hard and make me 

proud!”
~Mrs. Finkelstein



From my experience, there is 

nothing positive about this 

policy.

                    

You can't use your phone during free periods or yearbook.

People aren't doing dumb stuff in the bathroom with their phones anymore.

I don't think there is anything positive about this policy.

More people pay attention in class now.

We have a safer way to ensure our phones are okay. They are also 
easier to access if needed in emergencies.

I constantly forget my phone in other classes, and then I have to leave 
it there until my current period is over.

55.7% YES, there has 
been a significant 

              44.3% 
YES, THERE HAS 
BEEN A SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGE.

NEW PHONE POLICY: THE STOP OR START OF OUR PROBLEMS?  
By Zoe Herndon

The middle school phone policy has been in place since September. It affects 
students in grades five through eight. They must now put their phones in numbered 
pocket charts so they can’t use the devices during class, recess or at any other time 
during the school day. It means that at the beginning and end of each period, 
students must remember to grab their phones before going on with their day. On the 
surface, it seems to be working well, but what do kids really think? To find out, I 
asked them if their school experience has changed significantly since the new 
policy began. The results below show that most believe there hasn’t been a big 
change to their daily routine. However, there were still lots of opinions which they 
shared in the short answer section of the survey. Some of the more interesting 
opinions are seen at the top of this page.

               55.7%
NO, THERE HAS NOT 
BEEN A SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGE.



Catpurrccinos!
     By Ana Ayala and Sophia Lodati

Have you ever imagined a cafe full of cats you can adopt? 
Then Catpurrccinos is the right place for you! Out of the 23,000 
restaurants on Long Island, twenty-one of them are dog-friendly. 
There were no cat-friendly restaurants until December 2018 when 
Brittany Olivia opened Catpurrccinos on Main Street in Huntington.

Catpurrccinos is a cafe that serves a variety of sweets and 
drinks. Some of the most popular treats are wraps, brownies, hot 
chocolate, and different coffee selections. The thing that makes 
this place unique is that after eating, customers can interact with 
the cats that are hanging out in a separate petting room. For new 
customers, we suggest playing with the ones wearing collars 
because they have been trained and are very playful and friendly. 
Those without collars prefer to be alone and are very shy. If you 
make a connection with any cat in particular, then you can apply to 
adopt it! The restaurant gets their cats from an organization called 
Feral Family. Their goal is to help as many homeless cats as 
possible. We also learned that many cats have been successfully 
adopted, fostered, or sponsored by guests since Catpurrcinos 
opened.
      In our opinion, there should be more restaurants like this on Long 
Island! Playing with the animals there, and then maybe deciding to 
adopt one, is a great way to give cats a real home. We recently 
went to Catpurrcinos for Sophia's birthday. Although it was a bit 
expensive, it was worth it because we were able to play with cats 
after having delicious food. We recommend this cafe to anyone 
open to trying new things, and for people who love cats and want 
to help them. We can't wait to go back with more of our cat-loving 
friends!



☆Literary Couture☆
♡By Juliet Vincent♡

Do you like to read? Do you enjoy fashion? They are both very interesting and 
diverse ways to express one’s self. This article is intended to help people discover the 
connection between literary genres and fashion.

Many people like to read Gothic literature. It is often described as dark, eerie, 
spooky, and mysterious with bits of romance thrown in the mix. A more formal definition 
would be a whimsical horror story. Teen readers also refer to it as emo which is short for 
emotional. Some well known writers of this genre are Edgar Allen Poe, Mary Shelley, and 
Victor Hugo. An example of Poe’s work is The Raven. Shelley wrote the classic 
Frankenstein, and Hugo’s works include The Hunchback of Notre-Dame and Les Miserables. 
In my opinion, this type of literature aligns with alternative fashion. Its predominant use 
of the color black with white accents captures the somber and gloomy mood of Gothic 
literature.

Realistic fiction targeted to middle school girls is another popular genre with a link 
to fashion. These novels often have an awkward yet charming female character going 
through relatable relationship or academic issues. Some well-known authors of this 
genre, and some of my personal favorites, are Raina Telgemeier, Ann M. Martin, and 
Rachel Renee Russell. An example of Raina Telgemeier's work is the graphic novel Smile. 
Ann M. Martin wrote the classic series called The Babysitter’s Club, and Rachel Renee 
Russell writes the Dork Diaries series. In my opinion, these examples align perfectly with 
preppy fashion. Outfits that include pleated skirts, pullover sweaters, and button-down 
shirts have a Taylor Swift preppy vibe that goes with  this lighthearted genre.

Fairy tales are usually set in magical places where lessons are learned and dreams 
might come true. Early authors of this genre were the Brothers Grimm. They are known 
for dark tales like Hansel and Gretel. An author who wrote happier tales was Hans 
Christian Andersen. He is known for The Little Mermaid and The Ugly Duckling. Charles 
Perrault was another early author of this genre who wrote the classic Cinderella. In my 
opinion, fairy tales align with a hippie-inspired fashion style. These types of clothes have 
a light, flowing, earthy and natural vibe that connects to the dreamy world of fairy tales. 

Literature and fashion are both very important things to me. Through them, I can 
introduce myself to someone new and reveal what sparks my interests without ever 
saying a single word. For people who want to learn more about this unique topic, I 
suggest exploring the many styles and stories out there in the world until you find your 
favorites! You can start by checking out the pictures on the next page.



☆Literary Couture Portrait Gallery☆
♡Compiled by Juliet Vincent♡
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Barbie Movie Review
Have you ever wondered about your purpose? What do you expect to achieve in your 

lifetime? These are only a few of the questions explored in the movie Barbie that was 
released this summer. 

Historically, children played with porcelain baby dolls which broke easily. Then, the 
first plastic Barbie doll was created in 1959 by Ruth Handler, a successful inventor and 
co-founder of the toy company Mattel. She named it after her daughter Barbara. When 
Barbie was introduced at the American International Toy Fair that year, it became very 
popular. Over the years, the doll evolved. This summer, Handler’s iconic Barbie premiered in 
her own movie.

The story begins in Barbie Land, a magical place that can only be entered by going 
through a portal of events such as skating and snowboarding. There are lots of characters 
including various Barbies and Kens, as well as the main Barbie played by Margot Robbie. 
Mattel employee Gloria and her daughter Sasha are also important characters. Later, 
Barbie ends up going to the real world after strange things happen in perfect Barbie Land.. 
For example, her feet become flat, her shower is cold, and she falls instead of floats. She 
goes to Los Angeles to learn more about her existence. Ken joins her, and at first Barbie 
doesn’t think it’s a problem. After a series of events, Ken thinks that men rule everything. 
He returns home to share this, and soon the Kens rule Barbie Land. Will Barbie, Gloria 
and Sasha be able to help the other Barbies? Can they all learn to be happy? 

For many viewers, the main message of the movie is that life won't always stay the 
same. Although change might be scary at first, it is normal and things will eventually be 
okay. Also, life won’t always be easy because there are going to be some bumps along the 
way. Sometimes you might just feel like giving up, but don’t. You will get through the hard 
stuff by leaning on your friends. Reaction to the movie, which has grossed $1.38 billion so 
far, has been mostly positive. However, some thought the plot was a bit negative. Even 
though it was a great movie based on the belief that a woman should not be defined by a 
man, the film was a little harsh to the Kens. 

In the end, I rate Barbie a ten out of ten! It was amazing! Most parts of the story 
were funny and had entertaining music, but there were also moments so empowering that I 
cried! I think people who like musical comedies and stories about female empowerment with 
heartfelt moments will enjoy Barbie!

By Reggie Butler



Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse
By Reggie Butler

If you had a choice between saving the person you love or saving the entire world, which 
would you choose? As a spider variant, you know that saving the world may require a personal 
sacrifice. However, variant Miles Morales believes he can save both the world and himself in the 
hit movie Across the Spider-Verse. 

The original Spider-Man was introduced in 1962. Stan Lee and Steve Ditko worked 
together, but Lee gets most of the credit. Miles Morales, the first Black Spider-Man, was 
created by Brian Michael Bendis in 2011. He modeled Miles after actor and singer Donald Glover 
when Sony decided to make another movie without actor Tobey Maguire. People on the internet 
responded by saying Glover should become the star of the new film. While some fans didn’t like 
the idea of a Black actor in the role, comic book author Bendis was intrigued. He had planned to 
kill off Peter Parker anyway, so he took a risk and Miles Morales became a Spider-Man variant. 
Since then, Miles’ popularity has expanded widely. His first movie, Spider-Man: Into the 
Spider-Verse, was released in 2018. It was followed last summer by Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse. 

Both movies are set in different universes with their own Spider-Man variations. Some 
important characters are Miles Morales, Gwen Stacy, Miguel O’Hara, Peter B. Parker, Hobie 
Brown, Pavitra Prabhakar, and the Spot. In the most recent movie, the multiverse is being 
threatened by the Spot, a scientist formerly named Jonathan who was consumed by dark 
matter during an experiment gone wrong. Now, he travels to different dimensions to commit 
crimes. Miles describes the Spot as a villain of the weak. It’s up to him to ensure the safety of 
each and every dimension by chasing the villain around the multiverse with the help of others. 
Eventually, Miles uses a device called the Go Home Machine to return to his own dimension by 
scanning his DNA. After being transported, Miles begins to glitch. He realizes that he's not in 
the correct dimension of Earth-42.  Instead, he is on Earth-1610. Here, his father is dead and 
his Uncle Aaron is still alive. The plot becomes even more intense as fans wonder if Miles will 
ever make it back home again.

An important message in this movie is to not let other people tell you how your story goes. 
Instead, you have to make your own path in life and it's always ok to rely on those who came 
before you. Another important message is that you're not alone because there are always 
people who care and want to help guide you and protect you. For example, throughout the whole 
movie, people help Miles like when Hobbie tells him thow to use his palm, and not just his finger, 
to spark lightning. 

Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse has grossed $506.3 million dollars so far. I would 
rate it a ten out of ten despite the cliffhanger ending. I especially enjoyed the different 
animation techniques and character variations. I also loved the plot development and the growth 
of Miles as a character. In my opinion, he’s the best Spider-Man because he's able to become 
invisible and his use of lightning adds a twist to his fighting ability. This was evident when he 
defeated Miguel O’Hara by throwing an exploding web bomb. Hobie Brown as Spider Punk was 
also a total vibe because of his unique collage-style animation that changed color palettes for 
each emotion he felt. He's also British, what more is there to say? I think people who like 
action, adventure, shocking twists, heart-warming moments, diversity and humor will enjoy 
Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse. You can catch it on Netflix.



Have you ever dreamed of sailing or flying through your town? Well, there is a 
way to do just that if you give skateboarding a try. Basically, a skateboard is a piece 
of hard material on wheels. Riders use it to glide along surfaces, or to perform 
complex tricks. It can be difficult at first, but THIS AMAZING ACTIVITY is very fun. In 
fact, once you get the hang of it, it’s as if the skateboard becomes part of you! 

Although skateboarding has been around for a long time, there is no official 
record of who made the first one. That’s because people have always played with 
some form of boards on wheels. The most common material used to make the earliest 
VERSIONS was maple wood. credit is often given to Larry Steven for adding the double 
kicktail to basic boards in 1969. After that, skateboarding became widely popular 
WHEN California surfers used them to practice their skills on land without having to 
catch a wave. Today, various materials are used to make skateboards like aluminum, 
fiber, and plexiglass. In addition, skateboarding has become more than just a hobby.  
It has actually become a huge part of culture and fashion. IT EVEN became an official 
event at the 2020 summer Olympics in Japan.

When you first try skateboarding, it is important to learn if your footing style 
is goofy or regular. Goofy footing means that your right foot stays on the board and 
covers the front bolts. Your left foot goes on the ground to move the board. Regular 
footing is the exact opposite. It is then important to practice balancing on the board 
before trying to move it. If you want to learn the art of skateboarding without 
getting hurt, a good idea is to wear safety gear such as elbow pads, knee pads, wrist 
guards, and definitely a helmet. Next, try to skate on smooth surfaces like driveways, 
sidewalks, and streets. Just make sure they don’t have debris on them like twigs, 
rocks, sand, or cracks because they can turn your board into Superman when it flies 
out from underneath you! More advanced skaters can try tricks at the pools/bowls 
of skateparks which have less friction than other surfaces.  

  SKATEBOARDING BASICS
              By Eduardo Montalvan and Jordan Murray



The physical skills necessary for skateboarding are a good sense of balance and 
good spatial awareness. That means being aware of your surroundings.  Some say it is 
like a sixth sense that tells you what is coming up ahead. Also helpful are strong 
waist and leg muscles, but don’t worry if you don’t have those things now.  They will 
develop the more you practice. Most of all, remember to have confidence and 
patience. You are not going to become a professional the second you start, but when 
you FEEL Comfortable, a fun trick to learn is an ollie. This is when you drag your 
front foot up the board as your other foot hits the back tail. Then, you jump up WHILE 
liftING yourself and the board into the air. A more experienced skateboarder can try 
a hospital flip/casper flip. That is when a rider’s front foot brings the board back  
around while they are jumping in the air.

Over time, you might even want to enter a competition. Although you don’t need 
to be an expert, people who enter competitions have more than the average amount of 
experience. A few of the famous ones are the World Cup of Skateboarding, the Vans 
Triple Crown, the Red Solus, and the X Games. extremely talented RIDERS can get 
sponsors to provide them with equipment and TRAVEL money. They might even be able 
to GO TO the Olympics!

When I, Jordan, was nine years old I saw a movie that I really liked. IN one scene, 
IT SHOWED a character RIDING AWAY ON A skateboard. I thought it was so cool, and I 
wanted to try it! I, Eddie, BEGAN skateboarding aFTER I saw my older brother doing it. 
HE SAID IT MADE HIM FEEL LIKE HE WAS FLYING. TO ANYONE WHO WANTS to give THIS ACTIVITY A 
TRY, we recommend tAKING IT SLOWLY AT FIRST. tRY TO JUST have fun WHILE BALANCING AND 
GLIDING. Before you know it, you will feel breezes blow on your face and feel pride 
spread through the rest of your body!

SKATEBOARDING BASICS, CONTINUED
                            By Eduardo Montalvan and Jordan Murray



Tennis Basics 
By Liam McCafferty

Have you ever heard of or practiced the sport of tennis? If not, then continue 
reading for important information about the classic game.  For starters, anyone can 
have fun playing tennis. Kids and adults who play it can enhance their hand-eye 
coordination and agility. They also increase their muscle strength as they hit the ball 
with the racket. This article's aim is to share basic tennis history and rules, and to 
persuade those who don't play the game to give it a try. 

Major Walter Clopton Wingfield is given credit for the creation of the modern 
game of tennis. However, the earliest form of tennis goes all the way back to the 
Middle Ages in France. Since then, tennis has changed a LOT. Initially, the game 
consisted of people bouncing a ball against a wall and striking it back with their hands. 
Now, it is played with rackets on specific courts of clay or concrete. Another way tennis 
has changed is that early game balls were harder, and the rules were longer and more 
complicated. The main reason tennis is so popular is because it's a fast-paced 
competition. It's also very easy to go to the park and find an open space to play with 
your friends and family.

Players need a tennis racket, tennis balls, an open space, and a net. The most 
common court out of the types used for tennis is a hard court. It’s basically any flat and 
hard surface. For those reading this who are hearing about tennis for the first time, it’s 
important to understand the lines painted on courts. The baseline is the boundary line 
at the ends of the court. The sidelines mark the boundary between in-bounds and 
out-of-bounds for a singles match. That’s when two people in total are needed for a 
game, one person on each side of the net. For a doubles match, four people in total 
are needed to play with two people on one side of the court and another two on the 
other side of the court. The average amount of time per game is about ninety minutes. 
For a game winner to be determined, a player needs to win six matches. However, if 
it's five-five, then the person needs to win by two matches. 

I was about eight years old when I first became interested in tennis. I learned 
how to play after my mom told me she was the captain of the tennis team in high 
school. I was determined to be just like her. I asked if she could sign me up for 
lessons, and she did. My favorite part of tennis is watching myself slowly improving 
over time. Some of my favorite players are Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic. The 
reason I admire them is because they show a lot of improvement in every match they 
play. If kids are interested in learning more about tennis, they should research about 
them and other famous players.  Research will also give more specific details about 
how the game is played. I'd also be happy to give tips and trick ideas to anyone 
interested in this sport.
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LIONEL 
MESSI

By Ethan Figueroa

Who is the first person that comes to mind when you think of soccer stars? For 
me, it’s Lionel Messi! As of right now, he is actually one of the most famous athletes in 
the entire world. The purpose of this article is to inform readers about Messi, the GOAT 
or the Greatest of All Time! 

 Messi’s full name is Lionel Andres Messi Cuccitini, but he likes to be called Leo. 
He was born on June 24, 1987 in Rosario, Argentina. His parents are Jorge Messi and 
Celia Maria Messi. He has three siblings whose names are Matais, Rodrigo, and Maria. 
While growing up, he and his family loved to play soccer. In fact, he was a great athlete 
as a little boy. When Messi was eleven, his family found out he had a rare growth 
disorder. Treating it was very expensive. Thankfully, at the age of thirteen, the family 
moved to Spain so Futbol Club Barcelona, a professional soccer organization, could help 
pay for the treatments. Just two years later, he officially joined FC Barcelona at age 
fifteen. 

Messi started his professional career in 2004 when he was only seventeen years 
old. He played many offensive positions, especially as a striker. The striker's role is to 
get the ball and score. In total, he played a record breaking 778 games while there, and 
scored 672 times which is a club record. Messi also helped his club secure seven 
championship Copa Del Rey titles and eleven La Liga titles. He was also voted the best 
soccer player in the world six times, and recently won his eighth Ballon d'Or. After 
spending twenty-one years at Barcelona, he suddenly left in 2021 because the club was 
1.35 billion dollars in debt. 

After he left, Messi went to a club in France called Paris St. Germain or PSG. He 
stayed there for two years before he chose to leave. As of this past July, Messi plays for 
and is captain of Internacional de Futbol Miami which is also called Inter Miami. He 
currently lives in Miami with his wife and three children. When he is not busy playing 
soccer, he enjoys watching his own kids play soccer and spending time with his family. 
Messi even missed one of his own games just to watch his oldest son play. While there, 
he was seen coaching some of the other kids that were playing. 

In my opinion, Lionel Messi is a special athlete because he is probably one of the 
best to ever play the game of soccer. Messi has not only won the World Cup and many 
other trophies, he has set some very impressive records. He has changed how many 
Americans view the sport. Today, many young people play futbol/soccer thanks to him. 
Wherever Messi ends up playing in the future, he will continue to set records and create 
important news for the sport of soccer. 

 
 



TOUCHDOWN

JETS JINX?
By Ryan Chacon

They tackle, they jump, and they catch, but can they win? The Jets first 
became a team in 1963. Since then, they have only won the Super Bowl once 
way back in 1969. During that amazing year, the quarterback was Joe Namath. 
Before the big game he famously said, “This is the money game.” He also 
made a bold prediction by saying, "We are going to win Sunday. I guarantee it.” 
Even though they won, some fans think Joe Namath cursed or jinxed the team 
because they never went back to the Super Bowl and they always seem to 
have the worst luck.

One example of the Jets having bad luck is from 1983. That's when they 
selected Ken O’Brien, Johnny Hector, Jo-Jo Townsell, and many more in the 
draft. However, they didn’t take Dan Marino who would go on to become one of 
the greatest quarterbacks in history. Another example of their bad luck was at 
the start of the 1999 season when quarterback Vinny Testaverde got a serious 
injury that ended his season. When this happened, Rick Mirer and Ray Lucas 
took over at the position, but they didn’t do great. The most recent example of 
the team’s bad luck happened during the first game of this season. That's 
when Aaron Rodgers suffered an injury during just the fourth snap of the game. 
He might be out for the season just like Testaverde back in 1999. Zach Wilson 
replaced Rodgers and he is not that good, but the team did win against the 
Eagles which was impressive. 

It has been so long since the Jets went to the playoffs, let alone go to the 
Super Bowl!! Fifty-four years is a long time to wait. I’d be angry if I were a Jets 
fan. Luckily, I’m not, but I think the coaches and managers should have good 
backup players ready if players like Aaron Rodgers get hurt . At this rate, they 
might as well say goodbye to ever back to the Super Bowl. Fans want this 
curse to finally be over so their team can start a winning streak!!!



The Next Star or Big Bust?
                                                                By Harsmeet Brar

Do you have a dream of becoming a professional athlete? For many basketball fans, 
the answer is yes because they want to reach the success of their idols. Several NBA 
historians think that the best to ever play the game are Michael Jordan, LeBron James, 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Magic Johnson and Kobe Bryant. Does eighteen year-old Victor 
Wembenyama, the number one overall pick in this year's draft, have what it takes to become the 
league's next superstar? Some say yes, while others continue to have doubts.

To review, the game of basketball was developed by James Naismith while teaching 
at Springfield College in Massachusetts in 1891. He created this activity for his gym 
students so they could play an athletic game inside when there were severe winter 
weather conditions. The league we all know as the National Basketball Association was 
originally called the Basketball Association of America. It changed to the NBA in 1949. 
Back then, there were eleven teams, but now there are thirty teams. They are split into six 
different divisions based on areas such as North-West and South-East. Each regular 
season consists of eighty-two games for each team. The season begins in late October 
and ends in mid-April. The sixteen teams with the best win record for the regular season 
go to the playoffs which last around six weeks until the champion team takes it all. 

An NBA player to look out for is Victor Wembenyama. He was born in France in 
2004, and started playing basketball when he was seven because both his grandparents 
played the sport. He is now a 7'5” rising star who was previously dominant for four years 
in the French league. At age eighteen, he opted not to go to college. At just nineteen years 
old, he was selected by the San Antonio Spurs in the first round of the 2023 NBA draft. Due 
to his height, he usually played Center, which is the spot for the tallest player. However, he 
currently plays as a Power Forward for the NBA’s minor league team known as G League. 
The Spurs want him in that position to develop his power and muscles. Despite being a 
high draft pick, critics don’t think he has lived up to expectations. Although he does better 
than others in his league, he needs to get stronger and more consistent before actually 
playing with the Spurs. 

In my opinion, Victor Wembenyama can make it far in the NBA, but not as far as 
some people are predicting. He has already been compared to the NBA’s greatest athletes 
without people really seeing how he plays. I also think he doesn’t deserve the eighty-sixth 
place he got in the video game NBA 2k24 which ranks players' overall performance from 
twenty to ninety-nine. His NBA 2k24 ranking is actually higher than the second best player 
of all time, LeBron James! It’s not fair because James’ high school career stats were much 
better than Wembenyama’s stats. I think he's going to be a good professional basketball 
player, but not enough to fulfill people's high hopes.

 



Favorite :  Least Favorite :
Key:

SEASON SURVEY
                   By Jordan Murray

Have you ever wondered which season is the favorite for most kids? What 
about the least favorite season? While we may never know what the majority 
of the world’s population thinks about the seasons, I have information about 
the opinions of our school’s third through eighth graders!

According to my survey of students in these grades, the favorite season of 
the year is winter . One student said, “Winter is my favorite because of 
Christmas, snow, and New Year’s Eve!!” Another student said, “Winter is my 
favorite season because I love the cold weather and the vibe it brings out.” The 
least favorite season according to my survey is fall. Although several students 
said they disliked spring due to allergies and rainy weather, fall was the season 
that lost the survey. Many students agreed that, “Fall is boring because nothing 
really happens.”

The biggest surprise for me is that summer was not voted the favorite 
season! Although fall is my personal favorite, I assumed everyone else loved 
summer! In fact, summer actually tied spring as the second least favorite 
season! It seems a lot of students just don’t like the hot and humid weather 
that summer brings.



                

What are most kids doing today? Well, kids of all ages will 
probably be playing video games at some point today. What are some 
of the best new video games for kids? Find out by reading this 
article.

Video Games Update
By Jimmy Hernandez

The top, number one, most popular game of 2023 has been Hot 
Wheels Unleashed. Believe it or not, in the last thirty days, over 54 
million people have played it! That’s probably because it is good for 
almost all ages since it is not violent and it is easy to understand the 
rules. Hot Wheels Unleashed can be played on most consoles such 
as Nintendo Switch, PlayStation 4, PlayStation 5, Windows, Xbox 
One, Xbox Series X/S and Stadia. Players use a controller for most 
platforms, but people using Windows use a mouse and keyboard. 
The type of people that will like this game the most are probably 
between three and fourteen years of age because it is easy to learn. 
People older than that who are really interested in cars would also 
like this game.

Another popular game in 2023 has been Roblox Blox Fruits 
which can be played from any age. The main platforms used for this 
game are a personal computer, Xbox and PlayStation 5. This RPG, or 
role-playing game, has players do missions to obtain better tools. It 
is very fun to play because there are always new things to experience 
and do! Also, at  any time, there are over 500,000 people playing so 
you will always meet someone new to play. People that like to test 
their skills with old and new friends will enjoy Roblox Blox Fruits.

Since Christmas is right around the corner, it is a good time to 
start thinking about which video games you want to put on your gift 
list! Maybe you can ask for the ones I described in this article. I hope you 
get some of your favorite video games for Christmas, but most of all I 
wish you lots of happiness!



By Anissa Babooram

 Christmas Traditions 
Around the World!

What do gingerbread, gifts and mistletoe have in common? Christmas of course! 
As you know, this important day celebrates the birth of Jesus. It is observed by 
Christians all around the world. Believe it or not, not everyone celebrates this merry 
day in the same exact way. The purpose of this article is to share some different 
Christmas traditions. So, sit back and read about them while enjoying your favorite 
festive cookies and hot chocolate! 

The first country I researched was Britain. I chose this country because I 
thought it would be interesting to learn how the British celebrate Christmas. A unique 
tradition from England that I had never heard of before is that people like to go see a 
fun musical comedy production in theaters called Pantomimes. I think this fun activity 
sounds like an entertaining thing to do during the holiday season! After all, Christmas 
is a time for making happy memories with our families!

Another country I decided to research was Mexico. It was recently Hispanic 
Heritage Month so I thought it would be fun to learn more about their culture. A 
unique thing I learned is that the official beginning of the Christmas season in Mexico 
is December 12th. That is the Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the patron saint of 
Mexico. She is a symbol of love and hope which are important parts of Christmas!

The last country I researched was the Philippines. I selected this country 
because I wanted to learn more about a part of the world that intrigues me. By 
researching the Philippines, I learned about a unique Christmas tradition known as 
Simbang Gabi which means Night Mass. It is when people show up to a nine day series 
of masses in December. I think this is wonderful because it shows a commitment to 
prayer and worship while waiting for the arrival of Jesus.

I enjoyed researching different Christmas traditions from around the world. It 
was fun learning how other cultures celebrate the birth of Jesus. Merry Christmas to 
you and your family!



CHRISTMAS TREATS to EAT



Are you ever bored during winter vacation? Some fun things to do during 
that time are snowball fights, making snowmen, and ice skating. Winter is also a 
really good time to travel because many families have time off from school which 
gives them a great chance to go out and explore New York. There are so many 
fun places to visit and cool things to see in our state! The purpose of this article is 
to share two of these places with our readers. 

One of the best places to visit that is close to Long Island is New York City. 
In fact, the city is only about 29.6 miles away from Westbury. From Thanksgiving 
to New Year’s Eve, it becomes a festive wonderland with a huge Christmas tree in 
Rockefeller Center. I, Sienna, went there last year and it was one of my favorite 
memories because of all the bright lights. The Christmas tree is lit every day from 
6am to 12am. Another cool thing to do at Rockefeller Center is go to the Top of 
the Rock. It is an observation deck at the very top of Rockefeller Plaza with a 360 
degree view of Manhattan. The Top of the Rock is open from 10am to 10 pm 
seven days a week.

A fun place in New York that isn’t so close to Long Island is the North Pole! 
This North Pole is a hamlet in Wilmington, New York. It is one of the best places to 
visit during the Christmas season because it has a 96% chance of snow each 
winter. Visitors can also go to Santa’s Workshop, an amusement park in North 
Pole, which is one of the oldest in the whole country. If you go there on the 
weekend, the town also has an oval outdoor ice rink that is open to the public from 
10am to 3:30pm.  People can bring their own skates or they can rent them there. 
North Pole, New York is about five hours away from Long Island, but it is worth the 
trip.

This article did not focus on destinations outside of New York state because 
winter break isn’t long enough for really long trips, plus it’s fun to explore New 
York!!! If people want to learn more about different travel ideas in our state, they 
can research some fun ones and then pick those they like the best. No matter 
where you go this winter, try to have fun and relax! Don’t use this time to worry 
about school. Spending time with family and friends doing things you enjoy is a 
good way to get ready for a new year!

 

WINTER TRAVEL for NEW YORKERS
By Sienna Pearson and Ailish Rios



  Spring Fashion 2024
               By Sophia Lodati

 It’s never too early to start thinking about spring! 
In fact, designers showed their SPRING 2024 collections way back in 

September during New York Fashion Week! One of the spring fashion trends 
shown in September were flowy Diaphanous white dresses. Another fashion 
trend for this spring are long skirts and layered dresses with floral patterns. 

Also predicted for spring are shirts with holes or slashes in them, 
as well as  metallic and dramatic black colored fabrics.

These are some of my favorite looks for spring 2024:

IT MIGHT BE WINTER, BUT IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY 
TO START THINKING ABOUT SPRING!


