
Dear Friend of St. Peter, 

I would best describe my spiritual life throughout high school as being lived in routine. 
Nothing was happening. I went to Mass on Sunday, prayed sometimes, and only studied 
theology whenever I needed to for class. Yet I was never happy or satisfied. There were brief 
moments throughout high school where I was truly happy, but once those moments faded away it 
was back to business as usual. I didn’t know what I was doing, and I certainly didn’t know where I was 
going. This seemingly endless repetition plagued me throughout high school. This confused me because I knew 
that I was doing everything with regards to my faith by the book, checking off bullet points, if you will. However, 
deep down something was still missing.

I was both excited and nervous to begin my college experience at Baylor. I didn’t exactly have a plan, but I knew that 
I would make the best of whatever happened. When the first Sunday of my first semester rolled around, I reluctant-
ly dragged myself to the 9:30 a.m. Mass at St. Peter Catholic Student Center, the closest Catholic church to Baylor’s 
campus. I was completely taken aback by what I experienced here. These were the most serious and pious Catholics 
I had ever seen in my life, completely devoted and present for the Eucharist. Once Mass concluded, the same people 
walked into the narthex with smiles on their faces greeting everyone they could. By attending Mass at St. Peter, I 
met other Catholics that truly and fully lived out their faith in everything that they did. This completely changed 
my perspective on what it meant to be Catholic and to cultivate a relationship with the Lord. I began to 
get to know many people at St. Peter, as I sought to incorporate these important practices into my own lifestyle.

Through the people I met at St. Peter, I eventually joined a FOCUS Bible Study where I grew in brotherhood with 
other Catholics. I participated in the Catholic Student Association, where we prayed weekly rosaries and heard 
from insightful speakers. I also joined FORGE, our men’s ministry, which fosters fraternity through adventure. As 
the weeks went by, I got to know more and more people and learned how to journey in faith with them. I found my-
self staying behind longer after Sunday Mass just so I could keep talking to people.  I have now realized that these 
friendships that blossom through a mutual love and devotion to the Lord do not fade away easily.  I can 
truly talk and be honest with the friends I have met at St. Peter. Everyone seeks to help each other on the pilgrimage 
of faith. In fact, these relationships have proved so formative for me, that I recently ran and was elected to serve as 
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the Vice President of the Catholic Student Association. In this role, I have dedicated myself to providing the bridge 
between St. Peter and Baylor that allows us to hold special events like our Eucharistic Procession on campus.

While it is true that the community at St. Peter is edifying, that is only half of the equation that makes this Catholic 
student center special. Life at St. Peter revolves around the celebration of the liturgy. The liturgies offered 
at St. Peter are phenomenal. I would never have said this three years ago, but I love going to Mass. It’s difficult 
to pin down exactly what makes the liturgy at St. Peter so beautiful. From the beauty of the sanctuary itself, the 
singing of the choir, the reverence of Fr. Finch and the altar servers, to the stillness of the congregation during the 
consecration, the liturgy at St. Peter singlehandedly showed me that there is more to our Catholic faith than simply 
meeting the bare minimum. Fr. Finch and many others taught me that if you show up, and you keep showing up 
then the beauty of the sacraments and the liturgy literally transforms your heart. I would know; it happened to 
me. In addition to Sunday Mass, St. Peter provides daily opportunities for adoration, confession, and daily Mass 
throughout every week. I had never imagined that frequenting the sacraments in this way would be so beneficial, 
and now I can’t get enough of it.

After bearing witness to the beauty of this liturgy I knew that I wanted to be part of it. I became an altar 
server at the beginning of the 2022 spring semester, and I have gradually learned all the different roles and responsi-
bilities. Being right next to Fr. Finch while he is consecrating the Eucharist is a surreal experience, and it never gets 
old. Getting a behind-the-scenes look at what goes into making Sunday Mass happen has been an enlightening and 
transformative experience.

As the weeks progress through the spring semester, we find ourselves once again confronted with Lent. I’ve had 
difficulty with Lent as I always start out strong, but end up fading back into old habits as the 40 days progress. With 
my newly found vigor and devotion to Christ, I truly desire to give as much as I possibly can to the Lord during 
those days leading up to Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection. Lent allows us to enter more deeply into the mystery 
of Christ’s passion through tenets of prayer, fasting, and charitable giving. This Lent will you join me in pray-
ing for and supporting St. Peter Catholic Student Center with a charitable gift? Your gift supports our 
liturgical ministry, bible studies, men and women’s ministries, and retreats. Your generosity is invaluable and will 
support many Catholic college students who come after me. Please know that I am eternally grateful, and I will 
always be praying for your intentions. 

Respectfully,
William Murphy, Class of ‘25

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 
All prayer requests will be written in our prayer intention book in the narthex. 


