
Second Grade 

Big Idea # 1:  Who is Jesus Christ? 

 Ideas to Extend Lessons 1 and 2:  Divine Love/Holy Trinity 

 Jesus shows a brotherly love to all people.  Show someone you love how much you love them 

with an extra hug, kiss, or smile.  Make a new friend at school with someone who is lonely. 

 Jesus taught people how to love God by expressing gratitude to for all of His gifts.  Be sure to 

thank God for something or someone every day in your prayers. 

 God loves people like a father and a mother.  

 Jesus, in faithfully following His Father’s Will, is the perfect example of God’s love.  Be like 

Jesus!  Show your parents how much you love them by obeying them. 

 God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Make the Sign of the Cross to show your belief in the Holy 

Trinity.  When you pray the “Glory Be”, think of each Person of the Trinity. 

 Jesus was sent by God the Father. 

 The Holy Spirit helps people to believe in God, which is necessary to enter Heaven.  If you need 

help believing in God, pray: “Holy Spirit, help!” 

 The Holy Spirit is the gift of the Father and the Son. Invite the Holy Spirit to come into your 

heart with this prayer: “Come, Holy Spirit.” 

 God wants people to share in His Divine life through His Son, Jesus Christ.  

 

Essential Question: What does Jesus Christ teach you about God? 
 

 Ideas to Extend Lesson 3: Creation 

 God freely created the universe and all that is in it.  How many wonderful creations of God can 

you thank Him for today?  Name them and praise God for them! 

 God is the Creator of all and is almighty.  Even though we are weak and small, God is big and 

powerful, loving and merciful.  Tell Him all your troubles and let Him take care of you! 

 God is revealed through nature.  Remember to praise God when you see something wonderful – 

like a butterfly; the stars; flowers; strange insects; animals big (horse or elephant) and small 

(hummingbirds and worms). 

 

Essential Question: What does Creation teach you about God? 
 

 Ideas to Extend Lessons 4 and 5: Holy Family/Jesus Christ/Paschal Mystery 

 Jesus is a person Who lived historically and is alive now. Talk to your special friend, Jesus, 

every day in prayer. 

 Jesus is the model of love and goodness.  Try to closely follow Jesus’ model of love this week. 

 Jesus is God and Man. 

 Jesus had a human family.  Just like you have a family!  The Good News is that Jesus is part of 

your family, and you are part of His family. 

 Mary is the Mother of God.  Think of how beautiful, obedient, and loving Mary is when you 

pray the “Hail Mary”. 

 

Essential Question: What do you know about the life of Jesus Christ on Earth? 

 



Big Idea # 2:  How do we get to know and love Jesus Christ? 

 Ideas to Extend Lesson 6: Sacraments 

 The Holy Eucharist helps build a stronger love between the communicant and the Lord.  When 

you receive Holy Communion, tell Jesus you love Him and thank Him for His gift of Himself. 

 A sacrament is a visible sign of God’s life and love given to the Church by Jesus Christ.  What is 

a sign that your parents love you?  How do you show that you love them? How do you show 

that you love God? 

 Participation in the sacraments is one way in which people grow in their faith. 

 God gives His love freely in the Sacrament of Baptism. 

 God is always ready to forgive.  There is nothing you can do that God won’t forgive, as long as 

you are sorry, tell Him you are sorry, and try your best not to do that sin again. 

 In the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, we celebrate God’s love and mercy as we seek 

forgiveness for our sins.  Be sure to say “I’m sorry” when you do something you know to be 

wrong, or when you hurt someone even accidentally. 

 

Essential Question: How do the sacraments help me to know and love Jesus Christ? 
 

 Ideas to Extend Lessons 7 and 8: Prayer 

 Prayer is communicating with God by speaking and listening. 

 In prayer, Christians thank God for good things received and ask God for things needed. 

 The Holy Spirit teaches the children of God to pray. 

 Christians pray not only alone, but also with others. 

 All Catholics are called to have a personal prayer life. Every morning, say “thank you” to God 

for this beautiful, brand new day.  Every night, tell God how much you enjoyed the day; you 

can also tell Him what went wrong that day, how you were hurt, and how much you need His 

help.  Remember to thank God for the good food He provided before you eat each meal and 

snack.  Pray for God to bless your parents.  Spend a bit of time listening to hear what God 

wants to say to you. 

 Prayer involves more than just words.  One’s body position (kneeling, bowing) can be an 

essential part of praying.  Kneel at your bedside when you pray in the morning and at night. 

 An important daily prayer is the Lord’s Prayer (the Our Father).  Pray the Our Father with your 

family every day. 

 We can pray in different locations – at home, school, church, work. 

 We are encouraged to find quiet times and special places to pray.  Ask your parents to bring you 

to Adoration (Monday - Friday from 9 AM to 9 PM) for a few quiet moments with Jesus. 

 

Essential Question: How does prayer help me to know and love Jesus Christ? 

  



 

 Ideas to Extend Lessons 9 and 10: Mass & Responses 

 Participating in Mass is the most special way of praying. Ask your parents to take you to Mass 

this Sunday.  Sunday Mass is a time when Catholics pray as a community (group).  Try to join 

in!  Pray as much as you can with your parents and the others at Mass. 

 Attending Mass on Sunday is important to develop a closer relationship with Jesus. Say “hello” 

to Jesus when you come to Mass.  Be sure to kneel or bow before you sit down in the pew. 

 In the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, bread and wine are changed into the Body and Blood of 

Jesus Christ.  Pay special attention this Sunday to the priest.  Listen for the bells. 

 At Mass, the priest says prayers over the bread and wine, which consecrates them into the Body 

and Blood of the Lord.  When the priest says, “This is My Body”, tell Jesus you love Him.  

When the priest says, “This is My Blood”, ask Jesus to forgive you. 

 Catholics participate in the Sunday celebration of the liturgy, remembering the new creation 

started by Jesus Christ’s Resurrection. 

 

Essential Question: How does participating in Mass 

help me to know and love Jesus Christ? 

 

  



 

Second Grade Big Idea # 3:  How does Jesus Christ teach us to live a moral life? 
 

 Ideas to Extend Lesson 13: Commandment to Love/Ten Commandments 

 Choosing to follow Jesus means loving God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our 

mind, and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  Show God how much you love Him when you 

come to Mass – kneel or bow before you sit down in the pew.  Tell Him how much you love 

Him when you pray.  Show your family how much you love them by helping out at home.   

 Love is at the heart of God’s laws and commandments.  

 The Beatitudes are teachings of Jesus Christ that help people discover the true happiness that 

God wants for them.  With your parents, read the Beatitudes in your Bible, Matthew 5:3-10 or 

on page 318 of your textbook. 

 God gave the Ten Commandments to the Israelites through Moses.  With your parents, read the 

Ten Commandments in your Bible, Exodus 20:1-17 or on page 122 and 317 in your textbook. 

 The stories in the Bible demonstrate the importance of the Ten Commandments. 

Essential Question: How do God’s commands guide my life? 

 Ideas to Extend Lessons 14/15/16: Good Choices/Conscience Formation/Virtues/Prudence 

 Following God’s rules will help guide one to know right from wrong, thus developing a good 

conscience. Learn the Ten Commandments to help you choose right from wrong. 

 Grace is the gift of God’s life and love.  Grace helps one to make good choices.  Thank God for 

this gift of Grace which you received at your baptism.  God helps you to make good choices! 

 All acts, choices, and behaviors have consequences.  Think about the consequences before you 

choose to do something you think might be wrong.  

 Sin means choosing to do something that is against God’s law.  Don’t be fooled into thinking 

that “no one will know”.  God sees all that we do; He even sees into our hearts.  Ask Him for 

help in choosing to do the right thing and resisting doing the wrong thing.  He will help!  Be 

sure to say “I’m sorry” when you do something that is unloving or wrong or something which 

hurts someone, even accidentally. 

Essential Question: Why and how does Jesus Christ want me to make good choices? 

  



 

 Ideas to Extend Lesson 17:  Care for Others/Dignity of Life 

 The human person, body and soul, is a special creation from God.  Treat yourself and everybody 

else as a special creation.  There is no one quite like you in the whole world! 

 Baptism calls us to think and act as children of God.  Even your parents are “children” in the 

eyes of God! 

 We are called to love and care for ourselves as a gift from God, including practicing good 

hygiene, nutrition, and recreational habits.  Take good care of your body by eating healthy 

foods, getting enough rest, and having lots of fun playing! 

 It is a loving choice to keep ourselves safe from harmful words and touch.  Know when to say 

“No” if you are uncomfortable with someone’s words or actions. 

 We are called to include all people as God includes all people.  See all people through God’s 

eyes. 

 We love each other because God loved us first. 

 The Golden Rule teaches people to treat others the way we want to be treated. 

 Generosity, compassion, and forgiveness are qualities for a Catholic life.  Be generous this 

week.  Share something with someone, especially if you don’t want to.  Think of how the other 

person feels – think of their needs – this is “compassion”.  If anyone has hurt you, forgive 

them right away.  This will help you to grow in holiness. 

Essential Question: Why and how does Jesus Christ expect me  

to love and respect myself and others? 

  



Second Grade 
 

Big Idea # 4:  How are we called to become missionary disciples of Jesus Christ? 

 
 Ideas to Extend Lesson 19: My Personal Call 

 Catholics help to spread the Good News by making good choices. 

 We are called to share with others our belief and lives of faith.  Do you pray before you 

eat meals?  Praying “Grace” before you eat, especially at school or in a restaurant, is a 

good way to witness (share your faith) with others. 

 One way we grow in faith is by listening to stories from the Bible.  Ask your parents to 

read or tell a Bible story to you at least once a week. 

 We are baptized into the faith of the Church.  Our individual faith continues to grow and 

develop after Baptism within the community of the Church.  Baptism is the beginning of 

our relationship with Jesus and His Church.  Has your faith grown as your body has 

grown?  Are you closer to Jesus now than when you were a baby? 

 God’s people share a part of their time, talent, and treasure with the Church.  You can 

share your time by praying for others; you can share your talent by singing in the 

children’s choir.  You can share the treasure of your participation in the Parade of 

Saints in November or the Children’s Nativity in December.  Once you have received 

your First Holy Communion, you can share your time and talent with the church by 

serving at the altar.  

Essential Question: Why and how am I called to follow Jesus Christ? 

 

 Ideas to Extend Lesson 20: Acting Upon My Call 

 Sharing stories about our faith and experiences of God in our lives is a way to help others 

to know about God. Share how God helped you when someone you know is “down” or 

troubled.  Tell them that God can handle our troubles if we cast them upon Him. 

 Jesus is the model we are called to follow in the way we interact with others. 

 Honesty, sharing, and forgiveness are a part of good relationships.  Always tell the truth. 

 There are many kinds of family relationships, all of which are called to be loving. 

 Every child has a special place in their family.  God created you to be you – no one else 

can take your place. 

 We are called to discover the way in which our gifts and talents can serve God and 

others.  Ask God in prayer how He wants you to serve Him.  Read the bulletin to get 

some ideas.  Ask your teacher at school or at CCE how you can help them. 

Essential Question: How do I follow Jesus Christ? 

  



 

 Ideas to Extend Lessons 21 and 22: The Church’s Call 

 Catholics are called to be peacemakers every day.  Be peaceful and do not fight with 

your family or friends.  Remember Jesus and the peace He gives us when you feel 

troubled, angry, or want to fight. 

 Church teachings can help Catholics learn how to live a life in Christ.  Listen well in 

your CCE class to learn these Church teachings. 

 Jesus founded the Church.  Jesus founded His Church upon St. Peter “the Rock”, and 

promised that He is with us always, and that the gates of Hell would not prevail against 

His Church.  Jesus is the Truth, so we can trust His promises.  Be sure to keep your 

promises as well. 

Essential Question: How do show that I follow Jesus Christ? 

 


