
God: What Every Catholic Should Know 

By Dr. Elizabeth Klein 

 

 
 
Chapter Fourteen:  
Why God Suffered and Died    
 

Read: Pages 113 through 122 

 

Reflect: 

 Only One Who is fully God and fully Man can solve this Divine Dilemma. 
 Man committed the offense which bore the penalty of death. 
 Man cannot pay the penalty of death without losing existence. 
 Only God can repay this infinite debt (since we owe our entire existence to Him). 
 Christ overcomes sin and death – He defeats death by dying and rising from the dead 
 Jesus gives Himself wholly as a sacrifice – He gives God the fullness of love and 

obedience we owe. Jesus, fully Human, offers the fullness of thanksgiving by “emptying 
Himself” in a way mankind cannot, because our sacrifices carry the stain of sin and we 
generally hold something back. Jesus held nothing back. 

 He died for us so that we can join our sacrifices to His pure and perfect sacrifice. 
 The people of Nazareth “took offense at Him,” (Mk 13:57) scandalized by the Incarnation. 
 The Cross was a scandalous and humiliating death 

 The cure for Adam’s sin of pride is Jesus’ humility. 
 The cure for Adam’s grasping at being “like God” is “He emptied Himself.” 
 The cure for Adam’s disobedience is Jesus’ perfect obedience unto death. 
 The cure for eating the forbidden fruit is the Eucharist, the “food of immortality.” 

 

Respond: 

 How well do I follow Jesus’ model of humility? Do I brag or boast? Do I push myself forward in 
seeking or accepting praise? Do I give God the glory and thanksgiving for every good thing? 

 How well do I follow Jesus’ model of obedience? Do I obey those in authority over me 
willingly? 

 Am I scandalized or offended by Jesus?  


