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Chapter Ten: The Meaning of “Made in the Image of God” 
Read: Pages 75 through 84 

Reflect:  

 In what way are we made in the Image of God? Speaking apophatically: 
 We are not Trinitarian 
 We are not omnipotent; omnipresent; or omniscient 
 We are not infinite or eternal 

 Speaking positively: 
 We can reason: think, understand, remember, and discern 
 We can choose to act 
 We can love unselfishly and can sacrifice for others 

 Because we can know and love, God has given us the opportunity to share in His life: an 
eternal communion of knowing and loving. Freely, we can choose to participate. 

 We are made in His Image: the ability to know and love. 
 Adam and Eve lost the likeness, which we can reclaim when we: 

 Conform our will to His 
 Love God above all others 
 Love others as God loves us – we were made for communion of love 

 How do we live out that communion of love? 
 Married persons unite their love in a sacramental bond 
 Consecrated virgins offer their love whole and undivided to God 
 Celibate priests and religious devote their love to God, bearing fruit spiritually in the 

lives of the many people they touch 
 Single persons share in the communion of love when they serve their family, their 

church, and their community in love. 
 By recognizing our “neighbor” in every person as another made in His Image. 

 Angels are also made in the Image of God, as they have intellects and free will 
 How do we image God in our body-soul unity? 

 Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the 
eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he 
walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are 
the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body 
now on earth but yours. (St. Teresa of Avila) 
  

Respond: How will you grow in your likeness to God today? How will you recognize His image in 

other people? How will you respect His Image in your inner life?  


