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Chapter Eleven: The Bible and the Incarnation 
Read: Pages 85 through 92 

Reflect:  

 How is it possible for God to become Man? 
 Why would He do so? 
 Jesus “grew in wisdom, age, and grace.” 
 Jesus, fully human, had a human mind which had to be taught; a human body which grew 

and changed; a human soul which had to be nurtured with prayer 
 Jesus, fully Divine, is all-knowing, all-powerful, infinite (not bound by time or space), and 

immutable (unchanging) 
 How can we reconcile the two? 
 In the account of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead: 

 He knows that Lazarus will die, but does not hurry to help him – for the greater glory of 
God with the miracle He was about to perform, to bring more people to belief in Him. 

 Jesus, the Lord of Life who triumphs over the grave, weeps at the tomb of Lazarus. 
 Martha confesses her beliefs: in the final resurrection; in Jesus’ power to save her 

brother; in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, the awaited Messiah. 
 Jesus is tempted by the devil in the desert. “He has been tempted as we are, but without sin.” 
 Jesus sometimes speaks of the Father as greater – is He referring to the fact that God the Father 

is greater than Jesus’ fully human nature? 
 Jesus is ONE PERSON – and that Person is the Second Person of the Trinity.  
 Jesus has TWO NATURES – fully human and fully divine 
 Mary gave birth to a Person (not to a nature) – therefore, she gave birth to the Second Person 

of the Trinity and is properly called the Mother of God (theotokos) 

Respond:  

 Would you be swayed by the arguments of Nestorius or St. Cyril? 
 What Scriptural passages support the argument of St. Cyril? 
 Based upon Scripture, can you accept the fact of the Incarnation without having to 

completely understand every facet? 
 Had you lived in the first century and encountered the Word made Flesh in the flesh, would His 

human body, His human nature, be a stumbling block for you? 
 Do you believe that His words, His deeds, and His Presence would prompt your heart to 

suspend the disbelief of your senses and place your faith in Him? 

  


