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Chapter Twelve: Christ is Fully God and Fully Man 
Read: Pages 93 through 102 

Reflect:  

 Nestorius’ position sought to defend the transcendence of God, yet his error echoes heresies: 
 Adoptionism: God “adopted” the human Jesus as Son of God at His baptism in the 

Jordan River by His cousin, John. This heresy was refuted around the year 190 AD. 
 Docetism: The Second Person of the Trinity is truly God, but His humanity was an illusion; 

He was human in “appearance” only. Gnostics held this view, as they believe the body 
is evil, something from which our spirit (soul) longs to escape. This heresy was refuted in 
325 AD in the Nicene Creed. 

 Arianism: Jesus was like the Father, but not of the same substance; Jesus was the first 
and finest of God’s creations. This heresy was refuted in 325 AD at the Council of Nicea 
and at the Council of Constantinople in 381 AD.  

 Other heresies about Jesus took the opposite approach: 
 Monophysitism: Jesus, one Person, had one nature (mono for one and physis  for 

nature). This heresy was condemned at the Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD. 
 Monothelitism: Jesus, one Person, had only one will. This heresy was condemned in the 

Third Council of Constantinople in 681 AD. 
 St. Cyril defended the Unity of the Trinity and defended Christ’s divinity. 

 Jesus learned and taught, ate and drank, was born, died, and rose from the dead. 
 This same Jesus is the Second Person of the Trinity. 
 Thus it can truly be said that God learned; God ate and drank; God was born; God 

died. 
 Death does not mean that any person ceases to exist. It means that the soul separates 

from the body for a time. Thus Jesus’ human soul separated from His human body. 
 Since a nature is not born and a nature does not die, but a person undergoes these 

things, Jesus, the Second Person of the Trinity was born and died. 

Respond: 

 Does our understanding of Person and Nature help us to understand the hypostatic union? 
 A nature is “what” something can do. 
 A person is “who” someone is. 
 Jesus can and did act according to His two natures: He acted as a human in His human 

nature; He acted as Divine in His Divine nature. 
 Jesus is only One Person, the Second Person of the Trinity 
 Therefore, Jesus is fully Divine and fully human in the hypostatic union, which we can 

name although we cannot fully understand it.  


