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Chapter Thirteen: Why God Was Born 
Read: Pages 103 through 112 

Reflect:  

 The Incarnation is the perfect solution to all of our problems. 
 We can understand this Truth only on a finite level. Even the wise St. Thomas Aquinas, who 

formulated ten reasons for the Incarnation, eventually concluded that this was “above man’s 
apprehension.” “What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not entered the 
human heart what God has prepared for those who love Him.” (1 Cor 2:9) 

 From the Catechism, 470: “Christ’s human nature belongs, as His own, to the Divine Person of 
the Son of God, Who assumed it. Everything that Christ is and does in this nature derives from 
One of the Trinity. The Son of God therefore communicates to His humanity His own personal 
mode of existence in the Trinity. In His soul as in His body, Christ thus expresses humanly the 
Divine ways of the Trinity.” 

 From the Catechism, 472: Jesus’ human knowledge was true human knowledge and therefore 
not unlimited; He learned as we learn, from experience and from teachers. Christ’s human 
knowledge, however, fully expressed His Divine wisdom. 

 St. Athanasius’ “Divine Dilemma” – to sacrifice our existence or our freedom to resolve sin? 
 Creatures made to share in God’s life (eternal beatitude), made in His Image and 

beloved by Him, should not be “snuffed out.” That does not seem just, right, or sensible. 
 If God simply wiped the slate clean from Original Sin, that nullifies the free will choice of 

Adam and Eve. This would not be in accord with God’s justice. Jesus obeyed where 
they disobeyed. Jesus emptied Himself where they grasped at “equality with God.” 

 God told Adam and Eve that the penalty of sin was death: “From that tree you shall not 
eat; if you eat of it, you shall die.” (Gn 2:17) God does not lie. They sinned; therefore, 
they incurred the penalty. Jesus died on the Tree rather than steal from it. 

 Sin by definition is separation from God, the cause of our existence; therefore, 
separation from Him is death. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  

 Only One Who is fully God and fully Man can solve this Divine Dilemma. 
 Christ restores the Image of God in mankind 
 Who is capable of restoring the Divine Image? Only God. 
 In whom did the Image need to be restored? Mankind. 

 The One Who is the Image is also the Artist; only He can redraw the Divine Image on the 
human canvas – internally, in our human nature, we are renewed by the Incarnation.  

 Externally, Christ lived a perfect human life, an exemplar for us to follow. We can read about 
His life and depict Him in art, keeping ever before our eyes the miracle of the Incarnation. 

 Icons and images of Christ are NOT idolatry. Idols take the place of the true God. Jesus is the 
true God. He shows us Who God is and He shows us who we can be. “We shall be like Him, 
because we shall see Him as He is.” (1 Jn 3:2) 


