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Chapter Four: God’s Nature 
 

Read: Pages 19 through 26 

Reflect:  

 God is what He does.  
 God does what He is: 

 God is love – God loves 
 God is mercy – God’s mercy reaches to Heaven (Psalm 36:6, 57:11, 71:19) 
 God is just – God’s justice is like the deep (Psalm 36:7); God loves justice (Isaiah 61:8) 
 God IS – and He brings us into existence through His Being – His “is-ness” 

 God is simple – He cannot be broken down into parts 
 God is immutable – He neither changes nor is changed by anything He creates. He is 

perfection in being –therefore, He can get no better; and because all perfections are in His 
nature, He cannot get worse. 

 God is ineffable/incomprehensible: He is beyond our understanding “God’s ways are not our 
ways.” (Isaiah 55:8) “You are thinking not as God does, but as men do.” (Matthew 16:23) 

 God is One: from the Shema of Deuteronomy 6:4: “Hear, O, Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 
One.” There can only be one God since He lacks nothing and is infinite. If there was more than 
one God, by definition, each God limit the other in some way. 

 God is all good; He perfectly embodies love and justice 
 St. Anselm of Canterbury: God is He Whom “no greater can be thought.” 
 St. Thomas Aquinas: “God’s essence is existence.” (Summa, I, Q. iii, a. 3) 
 Fourth Lateran Council, 1215 AD: “There is only one true God, eternal and immeasurable, 

almighty, unchangeable, incomprehensible, and ineffable…” 

Respond: 

 Do these terms the Church uses to describe God make sense to me?  
 Do I know something more clearly than I knew before? 
 Does this knowledge move me to  

 Greater faith 
 Deeper faith 
 Action – is so, what kind of action? Am I moved to change something? 


