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Chapter Eight: Analogies for the Trinity 
Read: Pages 57 through 68 

Reflect: On the various analogies for the Trinity and their shortcomings. 

 The three-leafed clover 
 The three leaves share the substance of the clover, as the three Persons of the Trinity are 

consubstantial 
 BUT the three leaves can be separated, so they do not reflect the Unity of the Trinity 
 The leaves are interchangeable, so they do not reflect the Distinction of Persons in the 

Trinity 
 The egg: white, yolk, and shell: three parts constituting one whole 

 The three parts do not share the same substance = not consubstantial 
 The three parts can be separated, so they do not reflect the Unity of the Trinity 

 Water: one substance which can exist in three states 
 This leads to the heresy of “modalism” where there is one God Who expresses Himself in 

three “modes” as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as water can exist in three states. 
 The distinction in the different states of water is EXTERNAL  
 The Distinction in the three Persons is in their INTERNAL relations, not subject to external 

pressure 
 Man as husband, father, and worker 

 Distinction of roles = same heresy as modalism – distinction is external, not internal 
 Human Family – problematic 

 God is the Father, clearly 
 Jesus is the Son 
 Where does that leave the Holy Spirit? As the wife? 
 Or is Jesus the mother because we profess that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father 

and the Son? 
 Augustine’s analogy of the Lover, the Beloved, and the Love which flows between them 

 Love is inherently three: a lover must have a beloved, and love flows between them 
 This analogy is not tied to imagery or externals, but gets to the heart of relationship 
 This analogy expresses the Trinity as a communion of love and captures John’s 

statement: God is love. 

Respond: Can you think of an analogy for the Trinity which takes into account the nature of God: 

**Three Persons of the same substance  **Each Person 100% God **Distinguished by their internal 
relationship  **The unity of the three Persons means they are not interchangeable  **The unity means 
that they cannot be separated  


