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Session 7 – Chapters 13 and 14 

Chapter 13: Sacred Images  

 Scott Hahn opens this chapter with the 

striking image of Jesus in the mosaic on the 

ceiling of the Basilica Shrine of the 

Immaculate Conception. Ponder this image 

and ask your heart: what is this image of 

Jesus telling me?  

 Can you 

reconcile Jesus as the Just Judge with Jesus, the 

Redeemer and Savior? Have you domesticated Jesus 

and robbed Him of His fire? 

 

 Does consideration 

of His fire – of Truth, 

of Holiness, of Majesty 

– bring you to 

humility, gratitude, 

and reverence? 

 Do you have a favorite image of Jesus? Of the 

Blessed Trinity? Of God the Father? Of the Holy 

Spirit? 

 Do you have a favorite image of a saint? If so, is it a 

mosaic, a painting, an icon, or a sculpture? Does 

one art form help you as a prayer point of departure more than another? 

 Do you sympathize with iconoclasts, those who believe we should never depict 

images of God? 

 St. Paul tells the Colossians (1:15) that Jesus is the “image of the invisible God.” 

Does this mean we can depict Jesus and the Holy Trinity now? 



Study Guide created by Ginger Herrington, MA Theology January, 2022 

Chapter 14: Relics  

 See the glossary for the definition of the word “relic” and the types of relics in the 

Church. 

 In the Old Testament, the prophet Ezekiel walked 

through a valley of dry bones, which came to life 

(Ezekiel 37:5) and a dead body thrown into a grave 

with the bones of the prophet Elisha returned to life (2 

Kings 13:21). Elisha also used the second-class relic of 

Elijah’s garment to part the River Jordan as he crossed 

over (2 Kings 2:14) 

 The New Testament relates the use of relics: 

 The woman suffering 

from hemorrhages for twelve years touched the hem 

of Jesus’ garment. She didn’t ask Him to heal her; she 

believed that touching something which had touched 

Him would heal her; and it did. (Mark 5:25-28; 

Matthew 9:20-22; Luke 8:43-44) 

 People laid their sick near where Jesus walked so 

that the tassel of His cloak would heal them. (Mark 

6:56) 

 In the early days of the Church, people laid in the 

streets so that “the shadow of Peter” would heal them (Acts 5:15) or that 

“cloths or aprons” touched to St. Paul would heal them (Acts 19:11-12). 

 Jesus left His imprint upon the Shroud of Turin 

for all people of all time to ponder His Passion, 

death, and Resurrection. See www.shroud.com for 

complete information. 

 Although Jews, Greeks, and Romans considered dead 

bodies unclean (and we do, too), first-class relics are life-

giving as God chooses to use the bodies of His saints to 

effect miracles. God is God of the living, not the dead.  

 Churches are built over the tombs of saints – most 

notably, St. Peter’s Basilica and St. Paul Outside the 

Walls in Rome. Every Catholic has at least one relic 

from their patron saint in their altar. We have a piece of 

St. Mary Magdalene’s bone in our altar. This is one 

reason why the priests and deacons kiss the altar before and after Mass. 

 Do you have any relics? 
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