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Session 9 – Chapters 17 and 18 

Chapter 17: Indulgences  

 Did Scott Hahn’s illustration of an indulgence as a debt paid to God on behalf of 

another make sense to you? Had you ever thought about indulgences in this way? 

 

 We receive partial or complete repayment of our debt of temporal punishment 

from the economy of salvation: the superabundant merits of Jesus and the saints are 

“banked” in God’s household account – His oikonomia, His economy. The debt is 

paid from this treasury on our behalf. The debt doesn’t magically disappear; it is 

paid for us by the saints’ merits which exceeded that which they needed for their 

salvation. See CCC 1476-1479. 
 

 In the Old Testament, Abraham merited much grace 

because of his great faith in God: following this unknown God 

to an unknown place; believing despite all outward appearances 

that his wife would bear a son to him in her mature age; going 

so far as to come within a hair’s breadth of sacrificing this 

miraculous son; and bargaining with God for the salvation of 

Sodom and Gomorrah. (Genesis 12-25) 

 

 Moses was also a man of great faith, yet the 

people he led out of Egypt at God’s behest 

squandered the superabundant blessing stored 

up for them from Abraham, their father in 

faith. After the Golden Calf apostasy, that 

generation was barred from the Promised 

Land, but their descendants inherited the 

blessing through Abraham’s merits. (Exodus 

2-40; Leviticus 1, 8-10, 16, 24; Numbers; and 

Deuteronomy) 
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 God’s justice demands that the wages of sin be paid – we ought to bear the 

consequences of our actions or inactions. God’s mercy desires that all should be 

saved; thus, in His economy of salvation, He allows the merits others have gained 

to be applied to our debt of temporal punishment for our sins. 
 

 In the natural order of life, we live in communion or in a community with others; 

just so in the supernatural life. (See CCC 954 and 1475) The Church Triumphant, 

that is, the saints and angels, pray and intercede for the Church Militant and the 

Church Suffering. 

 We on Earth are the Church Militant – fighting the good fight, so to speak. 

We can pray for ourselves and for others, living and dead. We can fast, give 

alms, and perform works of mercy . We can unite our sufferings to the 

Cross of Christ so that our sacrifice is redemptive for our salvation. If our 

merits exceed what we need, God “banks” it for others. 

 The souls in Purgatory are the Church Suffering. They can pray for us but 

they cannot help themselves. They depend upon our prayers and sacrifices 

to help them. 
 

 Jesus’ sacrificial death opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers; we share in 

our own salvation by cooperating with the graces He gives us through the 

sacraments. We “work out (our) salvation in fear and trembling.” (Philippians 

2:12) 

 The usual conditions to gain an indulgence for yourself or on behalf of a departed 

loved one (we cannot gain an indulgence for a person still living; they can pray 

and perform works of mercy for themselves) are: 

 Sacramental confession within 20 days of the performance of the 

indulgence. One confession suffices for any number of indulgences sought. 

 Eucharistic Communion: one for each indulgence requested, preferably on 

the same day as the performance of the indulgence. 

 Prayer in keeping with the intentions of the Pope; one for each indulgence. 

 Recitation of the Our Father and the Hail Mary. 

 Detachment from all sin, mortal or venial, and from disordered affections. 

 The intention to gain an indulgence. 

 Performance of an act which gains the indulgence, such as: 

 At least half an hour of Adoration 

 Veneration of the Cross on Good Friday 

 Reception of First Communion or helping others to receive their 

First Communion 

 Recitation of the Rosary in public or with your family 

 Renewal of baptismal promises at the Easter Vigil  

 Reading Scripture for a half an hour 
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Chapter 18: Intercession of the Saints  

 Do you consider yourself to be a sinner or a saint? 

Both? Are you a sinner who has saintly moments? Join 

the club! 

 

 How would define the word “saint”?  

 

 Were you ever told that the Catholic Church teaches 

that we are all called to holiness? In what way(s) can 

we be holy? Consider St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians 

1:2-12 and 3:12-17, and 1 Corinthians 6:19. 

 

 We “venerate” the saints – we do not worship them. We look to them as models 

of holiness lived out in the midst of everyday life, in trials and tribulations, in 

joyful times, in frightening times. We ask them to intercede for us.  
 

 When we pray about something or someone, we often ask our friends to 

pray for us as well. This doesn’t mean we stop praying ourselves; we pray 

and ask for our friends to pray for us at the same time. 

 The saints in Heaven are our friends; a “great cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews 

12:1). They are cheering us on so that we can join them. 

 Since we ask our friends on Earth to pray for and with us, asking a saint to 

pray for and with us makes perfect sense. We know they are in Heaven 

because they have come through the process of canonization whereby the 

Church recognizes from certain signs that a person is in Heaven. “Their 

conflict is over..(they are) already victors in Heaven.” (St. Augustine)  

 God ratifies the sanctity of the person under scrutiny through miracles 

worked through their intercession; therefore, a saint’s intercession for us or 

on our behalf is efficacious. They are closer to God in terms of holiness 

than we or our friends are; their prayers are powerful. We do not stop 

praying on our own, of course; we add the prayers of a saint to our prayers. 

 Scripture reveals that the prayers of the saints in Heaven as held in “golden 

bowls filled with incense” (Apocalypse 5:8) and their prayers “going up like 

incense before God” (Apocalypse 8:4). The prayers of the martyrs cry aloud 

to God from beneath His altar in Heaven (Apocalypse 6:9-11). 

 

 St. Augustine made it clear that we build churches in which to worship God; that 

church is dedicated to, or under the patronage of, a saint. We bring our gifts to 

the altar and offer them to God; we do not offer a saint or an angel the worship 

due to God alone. The intercession of our patron saint, St. Mary Magdalene, is 

powerful for our parish. 


