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Purgatory in the Bible: The new Testament 

 Read Matthew 5:25-26: Jesus’ parable mentions facets of Purgatory: 

 An accuser and the accused – the accused is guilty, as sinners are guilty 

 The accused is thrown into prison until the debt is paid off. 

 Jesus’ message: a man must pay for his sins before he can enter Heaven 

 Read Luke 14:7-14 – the parable of the Wedding Feast – hold a banquet for the poor 

who cannot repay you. “You will be paid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

 Read Matthew 25:1-13 – the parable of the Ten Virgins – the wise virgins planned 

ahead and were permitted to enter the wedding feast. Those who foolishly wasted their 

time (like our time on Earth) and did not plan ahead were locked out. 

 Read 1 Peter 3:19 – Jesus preached “to the spirits in prison” who had been waiting for 

the coming of the Savior; “the Gospel was preached even to the dead” 

 The dead in Heaven are living the Gospel – the eternal beatitude 

 The dead in Hell cannot benefit from hearing the Gospel 

 Therefore, the spirits in prison are in Purgatory and benefit from the Gospel 

 Read Matthew 5:21-22 – Jesus speaks an afterlife judgement/souls worthy of hellfire 

 Other motifs of Divine judgement and eternal salvation in Matthew:  

 5:3-12 – the Kingdom of Heaven is our reward  

 5:19 – one can be guilty of venial sin and still be a citizen of the Kingdom 

 5:20 – righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees to enter Heaven 

 6:1 – the rewards of Heaven for pious acts  

 6:12 – sins can be forgiven and debts discharged in Purgatory 

 6:20 – storing up treasure for ourselves in Heaven. 

 7:21-23 – not everyone who says, “Lord, Lord,” will enter Heaven 

 12:32-37 – Words against the Holy Spirit not forgiven now nor in the Age to 

come; on the Day of Judgement, by your words you are acquitted or 

condemned; you will render an account for every careless word you spoke 
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 Mark 10:29-30; Luke 20:34-35 – Jesus speaks of the Age to Come – an afterlife which 

occurs after your particular judgement. He warns against the sin against the Holy 

Spirit, generally seen as impenitence: this sin is not forgiven in this age nor the one to 

come. 

 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 – St. Paul teaches on sins purged or purified after death in an 

intermediate state between death and glory. 

 Paul speaks of “the Day” or “the Day of Judgement” as a time of fire and 

testing the quality of one’s work. Good works, represented by the gold, silver, 

and precious stones, remain; bad works are consumed in the fire as wood, hay, 

or stubble. 

 Those who suffer in Purgatory suffer because of the bad quality of their work 

which must be burned away as wood, hay, or stubble. The individual is saved 

but they must be purified as in a fire. 

 The individuals tested are Christians who “built on the foundation of Jesus 

Christ” and who have no unforgiven mortal sins on their soul, as we know from 

the comment that “they will be saved.” They will be saved by fire. 

 Sins do not need to be forgiven in Heaven;  

 Sins cannot be forgiven in Hell; 

 Therefore, this state is Purgatory. 

 The motif of purifying fire is found in 1 Peter 1:7, Isaiah 4:4, Isaiah 6:67, and 

Malachi 3:2-3 (“God will sit as a refiner,” purifying the Levites as gold and 

silver are refined in a fire.) 

 Souls who die with a “fervent degree of charity,” even if tested by fire, would 

not find it purgatorial since they are already on fire. Their good works would 

stand the test of the fire and the soul would go on to glory. 

 Romans 2:6-7 – all Christians will be judged through testing of our works and 

purification. See also Ephesians 4:11-12 and 1 Corinthians 14:12. 

 1 Thessalonians 5:2, Romans 2:16 – the Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night; our particular judgement will also come unexpectedly. Be prepared! 


