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PURGATORY as Testified to by THE SAINTS 

 The testimony of saints who have first-hand experiences of Purgatory confirm the 

teaching in Scripture, Tradition, and from the Magisterium 

 There is direct evidence from saints: Someone is taken to or otherwise shown a 

vision of Purgatory, with the surest confidence that it is Purgatory they are 

experiencing. 

 St. Bede (died AD 735) was guided by a supernatural being to a 

broad, deep valley “of infinite length. The side to our left was dreadful with 

burning flames while the opposite side was equally horrible…both sides 

were filled with men’s souls.” The guide assured St. Bede that this was not 

Hell, as he had believed it to be. It was a place of testing and purification 

“where souls are tried and punished…who had recourse to (the grace of 

final) penitence…they were penitent only at death…they will be admitted to 

the Kingdom of Heaven on the Day of Judgement…many are helped by the 

prayers, fasting, and alms of the living, and especially by the offering of 

Masses.” St. Bede was taken to another realm, a positive realm, but not 

Heaven. This is “where souls are received who die having done good 

(works), but are not so perfect as to merit immediate entry into the Kingdom 

of Heaven.” 
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 St. Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938) 

followed her guardian angel to a “misty place 

filled with fire in which there was a great crowd 

of suffering souls. They were praying fervently, 

but to no avail, for themselves; only we can 

come to their aid…their greatest torment was 

their longing for God.” She also saw “Our Lady 

visiting the souls in Purgatory…she brings them 

refreshment.” 

 

 

 There is indirect evidence from saints 

 Someone is visited by a 

soul from Purgatory, pleading 

for prayers. At times, physical 

evidence remains after the visit 

from the soul in Purgatory. This 

physical evidence has been 

collected in the Museo delle 

Anime del Purgatorio in Rome. 

Built to prove Purgatory exists, 

the museum's collection 

includes scorched handprints of 

those seeking our prayers. The 

scorched papers and clothing 

displayed in the vestry of the 

Church of the Sacred Heart of 

Suffrage in Prati testify to the 

trials of those who managed to 

avoid going to hell, but sought 

escape from the purifying fires 

of Purgatory. 
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 St. Gemma Galgani (1878-1903) was visited by a nun, a Mother 

Superior: Mother Maria Teresa of the Infant Jesus, who thanked her for her 

prayers and indicated that her suffering was almost at an end. Gemma 

redoubled her prayers for the souls in Purgatory, especially for Mother 

Maria Teresa. She received a vision from Jesus just three days later that 

Mother Maria Teresa would enter Heaven that day. 
 Padre Pio of Pietrelcina (1887-1968) was visited by Pietro del Mauro, 

who had died in Room 4 in a fire on September 18,1908. Pietro told Padre 

Pio that he was in Purgatory and needed a Mass said for his intention to 

enter Heaven. Padre Pio celebrated Mass for Pietro the next day, after 

having checked on his name. A man named Pietro del Mauro had died in 

1908 in room number 4 on September 18, 1908, when the friary had been a 

home for the aged. 
 These visits experienced by the saints were unsolicited. The saints 

experienced these visits but did not seek or conjure them. The sin of necromancy 

is when a person deliberately seeks to summon the dead, to wield power over them 

or gain knowledge from them. 

 


