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THE Theological foundation OF PURGATORY 

 The state of the souls in Purgatory: Souls in Purgatory can sin no longer. 

 Our wills are fixed upon death: either upon God or against God. If we 

die in friendship with God, or choosing Him upon our deathbed after an 

unrepentant life, our wills are “fixed” toward God; therefore, sin no longer 

has any hold upon us. Our only love and our only goal is God. Even at the 

Second Coming, when our souls are reunited with our glorified bodies, our 

wills remain fixed. This is why a prayer for the grace of final penitence is a 

crucial prayer for ourselves and out of love for our neighbor – everyone else. 

 Souls in Purgatory know that they are bound for Heaven. 

They have seen the face of God and lived. They have chosen 

for God and not against Him. Upon death, particular 

judgement is rendered: either Heaven or Hell. Souls in 

Purgatory know that they have been judged (eventually) 

worthy of Heaven. Souls who have appeared to the saints 

pleading for prayers are asking because they are eager to get 

into Heaven – not because they think they are in Hell. 

 Souls in Purgatory cannot increase in their love for God, 

nor can they earn any merits for themselves. Again, their will is fixed; thus, 

their capacity to love, worship, and adore God is also fixed. Since they love 

Him with all of their heart, mind, and strength – to the utmost of their 

capacity – all souls will be completely joy-filled and utterly satisfied, 

whether their capacity is as limited as a thimble or as deep as the sea. See 

Hebrews 4:10, Apocalypse 14:13, and 1 Corinthians 3:8. 
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 Those who die with unconfessed venial sins make their confession, 

contrition, and satisfaction in Purgatory. 

 Venial sins involve a finite amount of temporal punishment, since the 

soul did not turn completely away from God, as is the case with mortal sin. 

Unconfessed, unrepented mortal sin incurs the infinite punishment of Hell. 

 All sin involves turning away from God and towards a created good. 

In Purgatory, souls are cleansed from unhealthy attachments to created 

goods which may be “good” in themselves. Food is a created good and the 

body needs food to be nourished; however, a glutton is attached to food to an 

unhealthy degree. Other created goods are not good for us: tobacco, alcohol, 

or drugs, for example. The inclination toward these created goods is 

disordered, because it perverts the natural order to incline toward something 

which is harmful to us. 

 The debt of punishment is best understood as restoration of the order 

of justice. The virtue of justice is to give to each 

their “due.” To man, certain things are due – 

special bonds of love within a family, a good work 

ethic for an employer, or money for rent, 

mortgage, or car payments, for example. To God, 

other things are due – love for Him above all else; 

and love for our neighbor shown through acts of 

charity and forgiveness. When we sin, we distort 

the order of justice. Temporal punishment in this 

life or in Purgatory discharges this debt of punishment, restoring the order of 

justice while cleansing the soul in preparation for the joys of Heaven. 

 God’s order of justice includes feelings of pleasure when we do things 

right – eat food which is nutritious, get enough sleep, exercise moderately – 

and feelings of pain when we do things in a disordered way – eating to 

excess, smoking, or sluggishness such that our muscles grow slack, for 

example. When we love God and our neighbor, the natural order is for us to 

feel serenity and joy. When we sin against God and our neighbor, the natural 

order is for us to feel guilty. If we feel good about sinning, this is a disorder. 

  



Study Guide Developed by Ginger Herrington, MA Theology  April, 2022 
 

 God offers opportunities for the sinner to convert – to turn back 

toward God and away from their disordered affections. Even when right 

order is restored, the penalty for perverting the natural order must be paid. If 

I broke your window and apologized, our relationship would be restored; but 

until I pay to replace your window, things won’t truly be right between us. 

The same principle applies between God and man. 

 Temporal punishment is medicine for the soul – it heals, cleanses, and 

purifies. It is by nature painful at some level, both in this life and in 

Purgatory.  


