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Enter into the Sacred Word and discover God’s love story for 

His people. Our expert exegetes Dr. Tim Gray and Jeff Cavins 

guide our exploration of Scripture so that the underlying 

narrative of God’s love shines through the sometimes obscure 

passages. Don’t get lost among the lists of names and laws. 

Discover instead the fascinating saga of our Faith. Walk with 

God as He reveals Himself to you in His Word. 

 

This 12-part series is offered on Sundays at 9:30 AM from 
September 12 through November 28, 2021 in a live/Skype hybrid 
format. Join us in Room 215 if you can or join by Skype using the 
call link https://join.skype.com/gf3Kw1eV12Le. 

 

 

https://join.skype.com/gf3Kw1eV12Le


Walking with God 

  Session Schedule 
 

 

Session 1  September 12 Introduction, Chapter 1 
Session 2  September 19 Chapter 2 
Session 3  September 26 Chapter 3 
Session 4  October 3 Chapter 4 
Session 5  October 10 Chapter 5 
Session 6  October 17 Chapter 6 
Session 7  October 24 Chapter 7 
Session 8  October 31 Chapter 8 
Session 9  November 7 Chapter 9 
Session 10  November 14 Chapter 10 
Session 11  November 21 Chapter 11 
Session 12  November 28 Chapter 12 
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Walking with God Session One 

Introduction and Chapter One: 
Early World 

  

 

Reflect: 

 Have you considered reading the Bible “canonically,” that is, according to the whole of 
Scripture? Jesus alluded to this as a wise steward taking out of his storehouse things 
both old and new. 

 Do you believe that understanding the Bible as God’s love letter to His people encourages 
respect for the unity of Scripture, that it tells a 
cohesive and coherent narrative? 

Act One: Creation  

 Have you been guilty of “chronological snobbery”? 
 What is the meaning of Creation? 
 Why did God create? 
 What is our relationship to God? 
 Can you point to covenant meals in the Bible? 
 The two problems in Genesis 1 and 2: formlessness and emptiness. Does God solve these 

problems in a logical fashion? 
 What is special about the seventh day of 

Creation? 

Act Two: The Fall  

 What is meant by “synoptic-resumptive”? 
 Why does Scripture use repetitive phrases? 
 Why is Eve taken from Adam’s rib (side)? 
 How are we made “in the Image and Likeness” of 

God? 
 To what did Satan appeal when he tempted Eve? 
 Is it not ironic that giving in to temptation made Adam and Eve less like God? 
 True or false: Adam and Eve ate of the Tree of Life. 
 True or false: We eat of the Tree of Life.  
 How does God solve the problem of sin?  
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Act Three: The Flood  

 Why did God not accept Cain’s sacrifice? 
 How can we understand what is meant by “the sons of God” 

married women? 
 What are some characteristics of Cain’s line? Of Seth’s line? 
 How is the Flood a re-Creation narrative? 
 What is Ham’s crime? How does this relate to the Holy Land? 

 

Act Four: The Tower of Babel 

 Which enemies of Israel come from Ham’s line? 
 What was wrong about building the Tower of Babel? 
 While sin brought people together to build the Tower of Babel, what was the ultimate 

result of their enterprise?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recollection: What are some recurring themes in this first chapter of God’s love story? Do you 
recognize any of these themes in your life or in your relationship with God? 
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Walking with God Session Two 

Chapter Two: Patriarchs 
  

 

 

 

 

Reflect: 

 St. Paul calls Abraham “our father in faith.” This is extraordinary in that St. Paul was 
addressing Gentiles, not Jews. How is Abraham our father in faith? 

 Do you see God’s love story unfolding in the lives of the Patriarchs? 

 

Act One: Abram/Abraham: A New Start 

 How do the promises God makes to Abram build upon one another?  
 Each of God’s promises to Abraham were raised to the level of a covenant. What is the 

difference between a promise and a covenant? 
 None of God’s covenants were fulfilled in Abraham’s 

lifetime. Can you emulate Abraham’s faith in God and 
continue to believe, even when His answer seems to be not 
“yes,” but “no” or “not yet”? 

 How did the Hebrew scripture subtly indicate sin in a 
patriarch? 

 Do you see in your faith journey towards God similar times 
of trusting and doubting, times of great faith and times of 
testing? 

 

 

 

Recollection: What are some recurring themes in this chapter of God’s love story? Do you 
recognize any of these themes in your life or in your relationship with God? 
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Act Two: Isaac and the Seed of Abraham  

 What are the results of Hagar bearing Ishmael to Abram? 
 Why does God make circumcision a part of the renewed 

covenant with Abraham? 
 How can we call Abraham “our father in faith” when he was 

surprised by the birth of Isaac? 
 Hebrew narratives expect the reader to consider the whole 

story and not to read any one chapter in isolation. Is this 
the Catholic way of interpreting Scripture, “according to 
the whole”? 

 Reading the sacrifice of Isaac according to the whole, what  is God telling Abraham? 
 Consider the chart on page 47 which indicates how Jesus fulfills what Abraham 

foreshadowed and the explanation of the shofar, the ram’s horn, which the Jewish people 
still use in their synagogues and on their high holy days. What speaks to your heart? 

Act Three: Jacob the Deceiver  

 God blesses those who obey Him. First-born sons are 
blessed to carry on God’s promise. Which sons are 
blessed in these first patriarchal families? Which son 
flees into exile upon receiving the blessing?  

 Does the deceit of Jacob profit him? 
 Does God approve of Jacob’s deceit? How do we 

know? 
 How do we see Jacob’s repentance and what comes of 

it? 

Act Four: Joseph, the Favored Son  

 Jacob’s sins are borne out in the relationship 
of his sons. What do the brothers do to 
Joseph? 

 “You meant this for evil, but the Lord meant 
it for good.” What happens to Joseph? Can 
we be this faithful and forgiving? 

 What parallels are there between Joseph 
and Jesus?  

 Jacob sees his sons returning home a second 
time with silver but minus a brother. “Doubling” means intentionality in the Hebrew 
scriptures. Where else in the Jacob/Joseph narrative is there a “doubling”? 
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Walking with God Session Three 

Chapter Three: Egypt and Exodus 
  

 

 

 

 

Reflect: 

 The Hebrew name for what the Greeks called “The Book of Exodus” is “Shemot” or “The 
Book of Names.” Why does God reveal His Name to Moses? 

 Do you hear God lovingly calling you out of your sin and error into His own Life? 

Act One: The Call of Moses 

  Moses’ name means “drawn out of water.” What does this reflect and foreshadow? 
 Whose names were recorded so their fidelity to God would be remembered?  
 Whose name was deliberately blotted out? What does this tell you? 
 What are some remarkable aspects of God’s call of Moses? 
 Do you see in your faith journey towards God similar times of trusting and testing? Do 

you find excuses to delay obedience to God’s laws or His Holy Spirit? 

 

Act Two: Signs and Wonders  

 What was the original request Moses made of 
Pharaoh? Does this place the Exodus in sharper focus? 

 What is the meaning of the phrase “God hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart”? 

 What is the meaning of Pharaoh’s court magicians 
being able to conjure crocodiles? 

 What is the significance of the first and last plagues? 
 Why do the plagues occur every seven days? 
 Why does God send the plagues? 
 Name the two instances in this narrative when blood saves Moses. 
 What is significant in the smearing the lamb’s blood on the doorposts? 
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Act Three: Sinai Covenant  

 The Israelites have been “Egyptian” for ten generations. 
Despite the Signs and Wonders, they do not know how to 
trust this new God. They rebel rather than rely upon Him. 
How does God respond to their grumbling?  

 What is Israel’s vocation? To whom shall they minister? 
 How are the Ten Commandments separated on the two 

tablets? What is significant about the separation? 
 How is the Mosaic Covenant ratified? 

Act Four: Rival Loyalties  

 God gives Moses explicit instructions on liturgy – “right 
worship.” During this time, the Israelites, having 
received the Law, do what? 

  Why does Israel lose the ability to be a “kingdom of 
priests”? Why is the priesthood restricted to the Levites? 

 Moses intercedes for the people, saving them from utter 
destruction and abandonment by God. How does he do 
this?  

 How does God reveal Himself to Moses while passing by him? 
 In what ways is God among the people, yet veiled? 

 

Recollection: How does God reveal His love for His Chosen People? Do you recognize yourself 
and your relationship with God in the Israelites’ actions? 
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Walking with God Session Four 

Chapter Four: Desert Wanderings 
  

Recollection: How does God lead His Chosen People? Do you recognize 
yourself and your relationship with God in the Israelites’ wilderness 
experiences? 

 

 

 

Reflect: 

 The Hebrew name for what the Greeks called “The Book of Numbers” is “In the 
Wilderness.” The “Numbers” are the two censuses taken, one of each generation. The 
“Wilderness” applies both to the desert in which they wandered for forty years and  their 
untamed hearts which tend towards idolatry. Which title do you prefer?  

 Do you recognize your inner struggles in the “wilderness” experience of the Israelites?  
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Act One: Camping at Sinai 

 Psalms 36 and 91 invoke the image of protection 
under God’s wings. Read and pray with these 
psalms as a spiritual exercise this week.  

 Note the placement of the Levites as a buffer 
between God and the Israelites. They were to be 
purer and more holy than the sinful people. As you 
walk with God towards your ultimate destination, 
do you live up to the standard of a Levite? Or are 
you more at a distance from purity?  

 What is a Nazirite vow and why does it exist? 
 What is the Aaronic blessing and who can pronounce it? Who is blessed by it? 
 Why did the Israelites spend a year camped at Sinai? 

 

Act Two: The Travel Narrative  

 Why does Moses intercede again for the people after 
just a few days of travel? 

 What is the meaning behind the grumbling against 
the manna? 

 What is the result of their grumbling? 
 Why is Miriam afflicted with leprosy? 
 What is the deeper meaning of the two crises – the 

grumbling and the challenge to Moses’ authority? 
 Which of the spies remained faithful to Yahweh? 
 The Israelites grumble and cry out: “Would that we had died in this wilderness!” How 

did God answer their prayer? 
 Describe the vice of acedia or sloth. 
 Why is Moses barred from entry into the Promised Land? Does Jesus strike a similar note 

in His teaching? 
 How is God’s sense of humor shown in the narrative of Balaam? 
 How does King Balak succeed where Balaam failed? What becomes of the Israelites? 

Act Three: Torah  

 How do the Israelites prepare to enter the Promised 
Land? How is this a lesson for us?  

 What is the Torah? 
 What is the difference between the Law of Moses and 

the Ten Commandments? 
 What are the “two paths” marked out for Israel? 
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Walking with God Session Five 

Chapter Five: Conquest and Judges 
  

 

Reflect: 

 Thinking of your soul, which sins or 
imperfections need to be conquered so 
that you can enter into the Promised 
Land of Paradise?  

 Do you judge yourself too harshly or too 
leniently? Are you a good judge of your 
character? Remember that Israel lived in 
peace when their judge was good, and 
Israel suffered when their judge was 
bad. 

Recollection: God calls everyone to come into 
covenantal relationship with Him. He seeks to 
give us a share in His Divine life. Do you accept 
His invitation daily? Are you faithful to Him? 

 

Act One: Joshua  

 Joshua leads the Israelites across the Jordan. The Ark of the Covenant is carried by 
Levites, who stand in the river. The people cross over dryshod. What is the significance 
of this? 

 What is the explanation for herem  warfare (also called “the ban”)?  

 How did the Israelites mark the transition from 
wilderness to conquest? 

 Who helped the spies and thus gained a spot in Jesus’ 
genealogy? 

 Why are Achan and his family stoned to death? 
What is meant by the rare word “achor” and when is 
the word used? What lessons can we take from this? 

 Against which cities did Israel execute herem, “the 
ban”?  
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Act Two: Judges  

 Why does the generation after the initial conquest of the Promised Land fall so often into 
sin and idolatry? 

 What is the ordering of the twelve judges illustrating? 
 Consider the judges and their interesting tales:  

 Othniel, nephew of Caleb, is a good judge in Judah 
 Ehud, of the tribe of Benjamin, is a good judge – these two tribes eventually make 

up the “Southern Tribe” of Judah – the faithful tribe, the survivor of the Chosen 
People 

 Shamgar, whose name means “a stranger,” killed 600 Philistines with an oxgoad. 
What do we learn from him? 

 Deborah, who with Barak, judged the people. She was 
wise; Barak was afraid to go into battle without her. Her 
name is remembered more than his. Barak was so timid 
in battle that God uses another woman, Jael, to kill the 
general, Sisera, with a tent peg through his head. Jael 
prefigures the Blessed Virgin Mary, who will “crush the 
head” of the serpent.  

 Gideon, a good judge gone bad as he takes the spoils of 
war – rightfully the Lord’s – and fashions for himself a 
golden ephod, a priestly garment. He and those he leads 
worship the golden ephod. Beginning with an army of 
10,000, God tells those who are afraid or those who are 
needed in their families to leave; God further reduces the number of men fighting 
by having them drink from the stream. Those who drink with their hands go 
home. Those who lap the water like dogs remain and fight – an army now of about 
300. Why did God reduce the army? 

 Tola, of the tribe of Issachar, was a good judge for 23 years. The judge before him, 
Abimelech, was an unprincipled and ambitious ruler who often warred with his 
own subjects. 

 Jair, of the tribe of Manasseh, judged in Gilead for 22 years as a good judge. 
 Jephthah, the son of a harlot, made a rash vow to God. If he won the battle with 

the Ammonites, he would offer as a human sacrifice the first person who came out 
of his house upon his return. He expected that a servant would be the first out, but 
it was his only daughter. He kept his rash vow. What do we learn from him? 

 Ibzan ruled in Bethlehem for only 7 years. His name means “father of coldness.” He 
sent his thirty daughters away and took in thirty foreign women to marry his 
thirty sons. How should we judge Ibzan? 

 Elon of the tribe of Zebulun, whose name means “Oak Tree,” ruled in Israel for ten 
years.  
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 Abdon, son of Hillel, ruled for eight years. He was buried in the land of Ephraim, 
also referred to in the Bible as the “hill country of the Amalekites.” This is land that 
Israel failed to fully possess. 

 Samson, of the tribe of Dan, a Nazirite from birth. 
Nazirites are to abstain from wine; avoid contact 
with dead bodies; and never cut their hair. The 
Nazirites are consecrated to God and ought, 
therefore, to live holy lives. What did Samson do 
wrong? Is he a good judge (ruler) or a bad one? 

 The next two narratives detail the downward spiral of 
Israel’s idolatry. What can we learn from these Levites? 

 What do we learn from the narrative of Ruth? 
 What do we learn from the book of Judges? 
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Walking with God Session Six 

Chapter Six: Royal Kingdom 
  

 

 

Reflect: 

 How does God make His displeasure 
known?  

 Do you know when you have displeased God? What do you do about that? 

Recollection: Baptized Catholics are temples of the Holy Spirit. Do you offer the Lord fitting 
worship as you work in this temple? Do you take the liturgy into 
your life? 

Acts One and Two: Samuel and Saul  

 Samuel’s mother Hannah is one of several women in the 
Bible whose faith in God was rewarded with an answered 
prayer. Who are some of the other others and what prayer 
was answered? 

 What is wrong with the priest Eli? 
 What underlies the Israelites’ desire for a king? 
 How does God answer their plea for a king? 
 Why is the kingship taken from Saul? What can we learn 

from this? 

Act Three: David  

 Samuel anoints David, an unlikely candidate for a king. 
Why did David not immediately ascend to the throne? 

 Why does King Saul not lead his warriors into battle 
against the Philistines? 

 Upon what does David rely? Why does he battle Goliath? 
 What virtues are displayed by David and Jonathan?  
 How does David foreshadow Jesus? 
 How is David punished “by the very things by which he 

sinned”? 
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Act Four: Solomon  

 What does David urge his son, the new king Solomon, to do?  
 How is Mary’s role as Queen of Heaven and Earth foreshadowed in the Old Testament? 
 What is Solomon famous for? What did you learn about Solomon that is generally not 

remembered about him? 
 How is Solomon’s Temple more than merely a building? 
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Walking with God Session Seven 

Chapter Seven: Divided Kingdom 
  

 

 

Reflect: 

 How has God revealed Himself 
through covenants thus far in 
salvation history?  

 Do you feel that you are in a 
covenantal relationship with God? 

 

Acts One and Two: The Division of the Kingdom/The Northern Tribes  

 What is the irony of King Solomon hiring Jeroboam as slave driver to place a heavy 
burden upon the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh? 

 Why does God send prophets to both kingdoms? 
 How does Jeroboam break with the Kingdom of Judah? 
 Omri founds a long-lasting dynasty which continues the idolatrous cult of the golden 

calf. He builds a capitol which becomes known as Samaria. How do later Jews view 
Samaria? 

 Ahab, the son of Omri, marries Jezebel 
who worships Baal. Asherah is the 
consort of Baal and involves cultic 
prostitutes. How far have the Northern 
Tribes fallen from God? Which prophet 
brings the worship of Baal to a halt with 
the “God contest” and the resultant 
slaughter of the 450 priests of Baal? 

 What is the covenant curse which the 
Northern Tribes bring down upon 
themselves for returning to Egyptian 
idolatry?  
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Act Three: The Southern Kingdom  

 All of the kings of the Northern Kingdom were wicked. Who 
were the good kings of the Southern Kingdom? 

 How does Jotham foreshadow Peter? 
 The prophet Isaiah served how many kings? 
 How far does Jotham’s son Ahaz fall from covenant fidelity?  
 What sign of His covenant fidelity does God promise to Ahaz? 
 Does Ahaz’s son Hezekiah return to covenant fidelity? 
 How do Hezekiah’s sons Manasseh and Josiah stack up?  
 Whom does the prophet Jeremiah serve? 
 How is the story of salvation history put in reverse?  

Recollection: Strife between brothers led to the idolatry of Jeroboam, 
who set up altars as rivals to Jerusalem. Do you set up any false altars 
in your heart, or do you worship God alone? 

 

 

Prophet Ezekiel  

Prophet Daniel  

Prophet Jeremiah 

Prophet Isaiah  
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Walking with God Session Eight 

Chapter Eight: Exile 
  

 

 

Reflect: 

 Exile was one of the 
covenantal curses. What 
were some of the others?  

 Through our baptism, we 
are in a covenantal 
relationship with God. 
What, if anything, are 
the blessings and the 
curses of our covenant 
with God? 

 When we lost the ability to publicly worship at Mass together as a parish family during 
the COVID lockdown, did you feel a bit of an exile from the Lord? 

Act One: The Northern Kingdom in Exile  

 Why did the “boundary 
marker” laws of diet, 
calendar, and laws of 
Moses become the focal 
point for the exiles? 

  Tobit of the Northern 
Kingdom goes to 
Jerusalem to worship. 
What does this tells us 
about him?  

 Tobit is exiled to 
Nineveh. Where else do 
we hear about Nineveh? 

 The Ten Lost Tribes are 
also known as…?  
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Act Two: The Southern Kingdom in Exile 

 Why do we call God’s Chosen People “Jews” rather than 
“Hebrews” or “Israelites”? 

 Who are the prophets of the Southern Kingdom at this time? 
 How does the prophet Daniel exemplify the plight of the 

Southern Kingdom in exile? 
 How is Babylon a new Egypt?  
 Does Daniel foretell Jesus? 
 What does Ezekiel prophesy? How does Ezekiel prophesy? 
 Do the Jews listen to the prophet Jeremiah? What happens?  

  

 

 

Prophet Ezekiel in Babylon 

Prophet Daniel in Babylon 

Prophet Jeremiah in Jerusalem 

Three Men in Nebuchadnezzar’s Furnace in Babylon 
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Walking with God Session Nine 

Chapter Nine: Return 

  

 

Reflect: 

 God used a pagan king to return His people to the Promised Land. What were the three 
waves of the return?  

 As our hearts are the Temple of the Holy Spirit, do we take care to rebuild as needed? 
 How do you keep God’s Law? How do you guard your heart? 

Act One: Zerubbabel and Rebuilding the Temple 538 BC, under Persian King Cyrus  

 What does it mean that Zerubbabel was the “signet ring” of the Lord? 
  How is this return to the Promised Land a Second Exodus?  
 Why did some of the elders weep when they saw the Second Temple? 
 What happens when the Samaritans offer their help in rebuilding the Temple?  

 

Act Two: Ezra and Teaching the Torah under King Artaxerxes 

 Why do we call God’s Chosen People “Jews” rather than “Hebrews” or “Israelites”? 
 What problem does Ezra face first? How does he solve it?  
 Why was such extreme action necessary? 
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Act Three: Nehemiah and Rebuilding the Walls under King Darius, 444 BC 

 Zerubbabel was of the line of David and he rebuilt the Temple. Ezra was from Aaron’s 
line, and he taught the Torah, leading the people in right worship. Why is Nehemiah 
seen as a new Moses? 

 Why was it important to rebuild the city walls?  
 Did Nehemiah run into any opposition? 
 Did the people live up to their covenant promises? What happened? 
 Within one hundred years, the Promised Land would be under conquest again. Who 

conquered them and how did the Jews respond? 

 

Zerubbabel's Temple 

 

   

Appalling Abomination 
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Walking with God Session Ten 

Chapter Ten: Maccabean Revolt 

  

 

Reflect: 

 God used a young Greek emperor to unify language and 
culture throughout his empire. Who was this?   

 Upon his death, who tolerated the Jewish ways of life? 
Who did not tolerate Judaism? How did the Jews react to 
the persecution?  

 How do you think you would react? 

Act One: The Maccabees   

 What happened in Greek gymnasiums? How did some Jews “fit in”? 
 How did Antiochus Epiphanes persecute the Jews?  
 How did Mattathias and his five sons respond? 
 Who are the Hasidim?  
 What did Judas Maccabeus do? 
 Describe the Feast of Lights. 
 Is Judas’ alliance with Rome going to end well? 
 What is wrong with Jonathan in the eyes of the Essenes? 
 What is meant by “Hasmonean Dynasty”? 
 How does Judea lose its independence? 

 

Act Two: An Alternative to Violence  

 Who were the martyrs of the Maccabean period? 
 What does their witness to faith tell us?  
 How does this foreshadow Jesus? 

  

Appalling Abomination 
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Walking with God Session Eleven 

Chapter 11: Messianic Fulfillment 

  

 

 

 

Reflect: 

 God brought salvation to the world through Jesus Christ. Is the New Covenant a new 
religion or the fulfillment of the Old Covenant?   

 The prophet Daniel foresaw the Messiah after the tyranny of four beasts. According to 
the text, who were these five beasts? Which was the worst?  

 Which of the words used to describe Caesar Augustus and King Herod were taken up by 
the Christians to describe Jesus? 

Act One: A King is Born 

 What kind of a man was Herod the Great?  
  How does the Archangel Gabriel reveal God’s long-

term plan?  
 Matthew begins and ends his gospel with what 

message? 
 How does St. Luke portray Mary as the Ark of the 

New Covenant?  
 Do the parallels shown in the text between the 

Archangel Gabriel, Mary, and Joseph help you to see 
God’s love story throughout all salvation history? 
Could these parallels increase your faith and help you to “wait upon the Lord”? 
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Act Two: Jesus’ Public Ministry 

 Why does John baptize at the River Jordan? 
 Why does Jesus submit to a baptism of 

repentance?  
 How does King David foreshadow Jesus? 
 What is a Jubilee Year? How does Jesus 

interpret it? 
 How does Jesus fulfill Moses’ prophecy and 

the experience of the Exodus? 
 How does Jesus deepen traditional rabbinic 

teaching? 
 How does Jesus teach about the Heavenly 

banquet to which all are invited? 
 “If Jesus came simply to die, such 

opportunities came early and often.” Why 
did Jesus escape death and urge people and 
demons to keep the “Messianic secret”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Act Three: Jesus’ Passion and Death 

 Why did Jesus choose an especially solemn Passover as 
“His hour”? 

 Does seeing Jesus as a New Adam make sense to you?  
 Do you see how Jesus took Israel’s sins upon Himself? 

 What does the phrase from the Exsultet mean: “Oh, 
happy fault, which merited for us such a Savior”? 

 Looking over the archetypes and narratives throughout 
salvation history, do see you that it was “necessary that 
the Christ should suffer these things and enter into His 
glory”? 
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Act Four: Jesus’ Resurrection 

 Why do Christians celebrate Sunday as the 
first day of the week? 

 How does Mary Magdalene recognize Jesus? 
How do the disciples on the road to Emmaus 
recognize Jesus? 

 How do we recognize Jesus? 
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Walking with God Session Twelve 

Chapter 12: The Church 

  

 

 

 

Reflect: 

 The empty tomb and the empty prison cell point to God’s Divine action. What do you 
have to empty yourself of so that the Lord can work His wonders in you?   

 The prophet Ezekiel foresaw the Shekinah, the Glory Cloud of the Lord, leaving the 
Temple. He prophesied that the Spirit of the Lord would return to His people. Do you 
sense the Holy Spirit at work in your life?   

 What does it mean to you to be Catholic? Has your sense of your Catholic identity 
changed during the course of this study? 

Act One: Witnesses in Jerusalem  

 See the chart on page 263 and relate it to Acts 1:1 – 
“all that Jesus began to do and teach.”  

  How does Apostolic Succession begin?  
 Compare the Jewish Feast of Pentecost with the 

Catholic Feast of Pentecost. 
 Does our Catholic community worship in the same 

way as the early Church?  
 How does the martyrdom of Stephen and the 

persecution of the Catholics strengthen the Church? 
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Act Two: Witnesses in Judea and Samaria  

  How does Peter realize that the Gentile-
Jewish division is healed in the New Covenant? 

 Why does Peter go to Rome? Why is his 
presence there important? 

 What is the geographical importance of 
Damascus? 

 How did Jesus show Paul “the Way”?  
 Consider 2 Cor 11:23-29 (Paul’s litany of 

suffering). Did it live up to God’s Word to him 
through Ananias: “I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of the Name?” 

 How are Catholics incorporated into the Body of Christ? Is this meant figuratively or 
literally? 

Act Three: Witnesses to the Ends of the Earth  

 Why is the conversion of Sergius Paulus so 
crucial to the spread of the Gospel? 

 Has the Catholic Church always been 
hierarchical? How do we know?  

 Paul employs words in a countercultural 
sense. What are some of your favorite 
examples of this trait of Paul? 

 Paul employs words in a countercultural 
sense. What are some of your favorite examples of this trait of Paul? 

 Were Paul’s stops along his missionary journeys haphazard or carefully planned? 

We become what we receive 
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