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TOPICS COVERED INCLUDE: 

 PURGATORY IN THE BIBLE 

 REVEALED PRINCIPLES 

 OLD TESTAMENT 

 NEW TESTAMENT 

 

 PURGATORY IN THE EARLY CHURCH 

 

 pUrGatory in the chUrch’s teachinG 

 

 PURGATORY as Testified to by THE SAINTS 

 

 THE Theological foundation OF PURGATORY 

 

 THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT PURGATORY 

 Consolation for believers 

 Joys beyond this world 

 The pursuit of holiness 

join me on Fridays at 7 pm june 3–july 22, 2022 

via skype: https://join.skype.com/tvjSEvzt1m4J 
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Session 1: June 3, 2022  

Purgatory in the bible: Revealed Principles 

 First Revealed Principle: The soul’s destiny is secure at the Particular Judgement 

 Particular Judgement occurs upon death; the soul’s destiny is sealed: 

Heaven, Hell, or Purgatory (CCC 1022) 

 Souls go to Purgatory who are confirmed in charity and friendship with God 

but whose holiness is insufficient to enter Heaven 

 The Particular Judgement differs from the General or Final Judgement at the 

end of time, the Second Coming of Jesus. 

 Biblical citations for the Particular Judgement: 

 Luke 16:19-31: parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man – the rich man is 

in Hell because Abraham speaks of the great chasm over which no 

soul can pass. Souls in Purgatory will pass from Purgatory to Heaven. 

(CCC 1023 and 661) 

 Hebrews 12:23; Apocalypse (Revelation) 6:9: souls in Heaven before 

the Final Judgement have received their eternal destiny at the 

Particular Judgement 

 Hebrews 9:27: “It is appointed for men to die once and after that come 

judgement.” 
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 Second Revealed Principle: A soul can have moral defilement and still be in 

friendship with Jesus 

 Every sin defiles the soul and affects our relationship with God. We are 

accountable for the sins we do and must make reparation in this life or after 

death. The defilement of sin changes the soul; absolution also changes the 

soul. 

 Biblical citations for the Defilement of Souls and Remission of Sin 

 Isaiah 1:18; Psalm 51:7 – though your sins be as scarlet, they will be 

white as wool 

 Psalm 51:2; 1 John 1:9; Hebrews 10:22 – Moral defilement is washed 

away, cleansed from the soul 

 2 Corinthians 7:1 – Sin incurs defilement, involving religious and 

moral aspects 

 1 John 5:16-17 – there are some sins which do not lead to death 

(spiritual death, not physical death) – indicating venial sins 

 James 1:14-15 – stages of sin – some lead to death, others do not lead 

to death (again, spiritual death), indicating venial sins 

 Matthew 5:19 – Jesus teaches that one can be in a state of venial sin 

yet still be a member of His Kingdom. 

 

 Third Revealed Principle: Sin causes unhealthy attachments to creatures. 

 We want to do good and avoid evil; however, we have a tendency towards 

sin, called concupiscence.  

 Biblical citations for Unhealthy attachments to sin and/or created things 

 Romans 7:15-23 – the attraction to created things is a perversion of 

the “order of justice” – give to man what is owed to man and to God 

what is owed to God. He alone is worthy of our praise, worship, and 

gratitude in an attitude of humility as we recognize ourselves as 

creatures and God as the Creator. 

 Romans 6:16 – attraction to sin makes us slaves to sin 
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 Fourth Revealed Principle: Sin incurs a debt of temporal punishment, even for 

those saved in Christ. 

 We must undergo temporary pain or suffering for perverting the order of 

justice through our sins. This punishment is due for venial and mortal sins 

(CCC 1472)  

 Biblical citations for the punishment due to sins: 

 Genesis 3:16-19, Wisdom 10:1 – Adam and Eve endured temporal 

punishment for the Original Sin even after God forgave them. 

 Numbers 20:8, 11-12 – Moses was barred from entering the Promised 

Land as a penalty for his failure to obey God’s explicit command. 

 Numbers 14:20-23 – the Israelites were punished for the Golden Calf 

Apostasy with their forty years of wandering in the desert. God 

forgave them, but they paid a price for their idolatry. 

 2 Samuel 12:10-14 – God forgave David for his sins of adultery and 

murder, but the temporal punishment was the death of the son 

conceived in adultery and the curse of “the sword shall not depart 

from your house.” 

 CCC 411 and 970 – While Christ’s death was sufficient to atone for 

all punishment due to sin, He willed that we participate in His 

suffering, uniting our hardships to His Passion. Through Baptism, 

Original Sin and all actual sins are washed away; but we continue to 

sin after that original justification. We are to pay for the sins we 

commit after Baptism. 

 Hebrews 12:6 – God chastises His sons (and daughters). We become 

adopted children of God through Baptism. A chastisement is a 

punishment, a type of suffering. The Greek word for chastise, 

mastigoǒ, implies whipping. 

 Hebrews 12:5 – the phrase “when you are punished” is tied up with 

the idea of fault or wrongdoing 

 Hebrews 12:5-6 – God chastises His children with a retributive justice 

– retribution meaning to repay a debt. We owe this debt to God in the 

order of justice when we choose a created good over our love for God. 
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 Fifth Revealed Principle: No departed soul with sin or the remnants of sin can 

enter the glory of Heaven. 

 CCC 1045 – No stain of sin or self-love will mar the happiness in Heaven 

 Apocalypse (Revelation) 21:27 and Matthew 15:18 – Those in Purgatory are 

unclean morally, not “ritually” as the Jews understood ritual impurity. Moral 

impurity arises from lies, abominations, murder, sexual impurity, sorcery, 

and idolatry. 

 Hebrews 12:14, Matthew 5:48 –  Undue attachments include attachments to 

sin, to temptations, to created things, and to people. 

 Apocalypse (Revelation) 21:4 – Morally defiled creatures cannot enter 

Heaven. Souls must love God completely - with all their heart, mind, soul, 

and strength – to attain the holiness needed to enter Heaven. Purgatory 

purifies souls of undue attachments so that they can love God 

wholeheartedly. Souls with unremitted debts of temporal punishment may 

not enter Heaven. The pain, sorrow, and suffering in Purgatory pays the debt 

of temporal punishment. In Heaven, there is no pain, sorrow, or suffering; 

thus, all punishment must be paid in this life or in Purgatory. 

 

 Sixth Revealed Principle: Some Christians die with sin or the effects of sin 

remaining in the soul. 

 James 3:2, 1 John 1:8 and Ecclesiastes 9:12 – Plan on Purgatory while 

aiming for Heaven. In our Fallen World and due to our Fallen Nature, we 

tend to sin. If souls do not receive the grace of God worthily or cooperate 

with that grace to grow in their likeness to God, they will die in a state of at 

least venial sin. Some Christians die suddenly without having an opportunity 

to make their last Confession and receive absolution; thus they die in a state 

of sin or with the effects of sin. 

Summary of Revealed Principles as they refer to the doctrine of Purgatory: 

 All of the Revealed Principles – People can and often do die in friendship with 

Jesus but with unremitted penance due to sin; die in a state of venial sin; or have 

undue attachments to sins, temptations, creatures, or people. A person cannot enter 

the holiness of Heaven without these being removed or cleansed in Purgatory. 

 Impediments to holiness, undue attachments, or dying in a state of sin – keep us 

from entering Heaven. In God’s mercy, those who die in friendship with Him but 

with impediments, sins or the effects of sin, or attachments go through a period of 

purgation to be ready to enter Heaven. 

 Purgatory is a postmortem state in the afterlife – which removes impediments, 

impurities, and undue attachments. The pain, sorrow, and suffering in Purgatory 

remit the debt we owe to God due to sin.  
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Purgatory: good news 
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For those  
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Based on a book and a series 
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Session 2: June 10, 2022 

Purgatory in the Bible: The Old Testament 

 Read 2 Maccabees 12:38-45: The Catholic Church included this book in the Canon 

of Scripture, so if you have a Catholic Bible, this book will be in there. Our 

separated brethren don’t accept this book as inspired by God and removed it from 

their Bibles. 

 Note: Judas and his men intercede for their fallen coreligionists, that their sins may 

be “wholly blotted out.” They also take up a sin offering as atonement for the sins 

of the dead. The remark is made that “they acted very well and honorably.” 

 Why were prayers and a sin offering made on behalf of the dead? The Maccabees 

and their men believed that there was a state for souls not yet in Heaven but not in 

Hell, either, and that such souls needed prayers and sin offerings to deliver them 

from such a state so they could enter Heaven.  

 Souls in Heaven do not need prayers; they are in a state of bliss. 

 Souls in Hell cannot have their sins “blotted out,” so no prayers or sin 

offerings were needed 

 The prayers and devotions of those in the Church Militant – namely, those 

living on Earth – can benefit those in the Church Suffering – those in 

Purgatory. 
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Session 3: June 17, 2022 

Purgatory in the Bible: The new Testament 

 Read Matthew 5:25-26: Jesus’ parable mentions facets of Purgatory: 

 An accuser and the accused – the accused is guilty, as sinners are guilty 

 The accused is thrown into prison until the debt is paid off. 

 Jesus’ message: a man must pay for his sins before he can enter Heaven 

 Read Luke 14:7-14 – the parable of the Wedding Feast – hold a banquet for the poor 

who cannot repay you. “You will be paid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

 Read Matthew 25:1-13 – the parable of the Ten Virgins – the wise virgins planned 

ahead and were permitted to enter the wedding feast. Those who foolishly wasted their 

time (like our time on Earth) and did not plan ahead were locked out. 

 Read 1 Peter 3:19 – Jesus preached “to the spirits in prison” who had been waiting for 

the coming of the Savior; “the Gospel was preached even to the dead” 

 The dead in Heaven are living the Gospel – the eternal beatitude 

 The dead in Hell cannot benefit from hearing the Gospel 

 Therefore, the spirits in prison are in Purgatory and benefit from the Gospel 

 Read Matthew 5:21-22 – Jesus speaks an afterlife judgement/souls worthy of hellfire 

 Other motifs of Divine judgement and eternal salvation in Matthew:  

 5:3-12 – the Kingdom of Heaven is our reward  

 5:19 – one can be guilty of venial sin and still be a citizen of the Kingdom 

 5:20 – righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees to enter Heaven 

 6:1 – the rewards of Heaven for pious acts  

 6:12 – sins can be forgiven and debts discharged in Purgatory 

 6:20 – storing up treasure for ourselves in Heaven. 

 7:21-23 – not everyone who says, “Lord, Lord,” will enter Heaven 

 12:32-37 – Words against the Holy Spirit not forgiven now nor in the Age to 

come; on the Day of Judgement, by your words you are acquitted or 

condemned; you will render an account for every careless word you spoke 
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 CCC – 982; 1021-1022; 1472; 1864 

 Mark 10:29-30; Luke 20:34-35 – Jesus speaks of the Age to Come – an afterlife which 

occurs after your particular judgement. He warns against the sin against the Holy 

Spirit, generally seen as impenitence: this sin is not forgiven in this age nor the one to 

come. 

 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 – St. Paul teaches on sins purged or purified after death in an 

intermediate state between death and glory. 

 Paul speaks of “the Day” or “the Day of Judgement” as a time of fire and 

testing the quality of one’s work. Good works, represented by the gold, silver, 

and precious stones, remain; bad works are consumed in the fire as wood, hay, 

or stubble. 

 Those who suffer in Purgatory suffer because of the bad quality of their work 

which must be burned away as wood, hay, or stubble. The individual is saved 

but they must be purified as in a fire. 

 The individuals tested are Christians who “built on the foundation of Jesus 

Christ” and who have no unforgiven mortal sins on their soul, as we know from 

the comment that “they will be saved.” They will be saved by fire. 

 Sins do not need to be forgiven in Heaven;  

 Sins cannot be forgiven in Hell; 

 Therefore, this state is Purgatory. 

 The motif of purifying fire is found in 1 Peter 1:7, Isaiah 4:4, Isaiah 6:67, and 

Malachi 3:2-3 (“God will sit as a refiner,” purifying the Levites as gold and 

silver are refined in a fire.) 

 Souls who die with a “fervent degree of charity,” even if tested by fire, would 

not find it purgatorial since they are already on fire. Their good works would 

stand the test of the fire and the soul would go on to glory. 

 Romans 2:6-7 – all Christians will be judged through testing of our works and 

purification. See also Ephesians 4:11-12 and 1 Corinthians 14:12. 

 1 Thessalonians 5:2, Romans 2:16 – the Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night; our particular judgement will also come unexpectedly. Be prepared! 
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Session 4: June 24, 2022 

Purgatory in the Early Church 

 Consider the importance of the testimony of the early Church: 

 These people wrote the first commentaries on Scripture, debated at the 

earliest Church councils, and handed on the core Deposit of Faith 

 Their testimony is important because of their proximity to the life of Jesus 

and His Apostles; many were disciples of Jesus and/or the Apostles 

 The testimony of these holy fathers witness to Tradition of prayers for the 

dead and for postmortem purification and punishment (CCC 78) 

 Evidence of belief in Purgatory in the early Church: 

 Christian gravesite inscriptions requesting prayers for the souls of the dead 

denote a state in the afterlife which is neither Heaven (those souls don’t need 

prayers) nor Hell (those souls cannot benefit from prayers). 

 In the Martyrdom of Perpetua and Felicity, 

AD 203 – Perpetua saw her dead brother in 

a vision “going out from a gloomy place…I 

trusted that my prayer would bring help to 

his suffering…the place I had formerly 

observed was now bright and Dinocrates 

was finding refreshment. Then I understood 

that he had been removed from the place of punishment.” 

 St. Clement of Alexandria, AD 207 writes that Christians pass “to the 

greatest torment, taking with him the characteristic of repentance…he is 

ashamed of his transgressions…the punishments cease in the course of the 

completion of the expiation and purification.” 
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 The historian Tertullian in AD 210-213 records that “Christians offer 

sacrifices for the dead,” and that widows pray for the souls of their dead 

husbands. He also references Matthew 5:25-26, where souls are remanded to 

prison until the punishment is paid in full. 

 St. Cyprian of Carthage, AD 253-255 writes about offerings and sacrifices 

were made for the repose of the souls of dead Christians. He contrasts the 

glory of those whose lives were holy and who died as saints with those souls 

consigned to Purgatory: “tortured by long suffering for sins, to be cleansed 

and long purged by fire.” 

 Lactantius, AD 307 (advisor to Constantine I, guiding his Christian policies) 

counsels: “when He shall have judged the righteous, He will also try them 

with fire…but they whom full justice and maturity of virtue has imbued will 

not see that fire.” 

 St. Cyril of Jerusalem, AD 350 writes that prayers are offered for the dead 

“believing that it will be a great benefit to the souls.” 

 St. Basil the Great, AD 365 waxes poetically of the “athletes of God who 

have wrestled all their lives with the invisible enemies…if they are found to 

have any…stains or effects of sin, they are detained.” 

 St. Gregory of Nyssa, AD 382 details that Christians who have been inclined 

to sin during life will, after death, “gain knowledge of the difference 

between virtue and vice…he is not able to partake of Divinity until he has 

been purged…by the purifying fire.” 

 St. Augustine, AD 419 expounds 

that some suffer temporal 

punishment in this life only, while 

others suffer punishment after 

death, but they are not “doomed to 

those everlasting pains…they are 

not punished with that eternal 

punishment.” He adds that some 

believers “shall pass through a kind of purgatorial fire…it suffers affliction 

in proportion to the merit it earned in life.” 

 St. Augustine, AD 421 teaches that in the interval between death and the 

Second Coming, souls dwell “in a hidden retreat where it enjoys rest or 

suffers affliction…the souls of the dead benefit from the piety of their living 

friends.” He clarifies that some souls do not need prayers after death (saints) 

and some do not benefit from prayers after death (the damned). 
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Session 5: July 1, 2022 

pUrGatory in the chUrch’s teachinG 

 Consider these popes and Church councils which have spoken about Purgatory: 

 Pope St. Gregory the Great, AD 540 – 604: “Before the final judgement, 

there is a purifying fire…certain offenses can be forgiven in this age, but 

certain others in the life to come.” 

 Pope Innocent IV, AD 1195 – 1254: “Some sins are to be loosed in this age 

and others in a future age.” “The souls of those who die after receiving 

penance but before having performed it, or who die without mortal sin but 

with venial sin…are purified after death…according to the Tradition and 

authority of the Church Fathers, we call it “Purgatory” for this temporary 

fire purifies sins.” Pope Innocent highlights a new dimension to Purgatory, 

previously unexplored: the remission, via the purgative fire, of unperformed 

(or underperformed) penance received after Absolution. 

 The Council of Lyons, 1272-1274: “If, being truly repentant, they die in 

charity before having satisfied…penance for their sins, their souls are 

cleansed after death by purgatorial and purifying penalties. Acts of 

intercession of the living faithful benefit them.” The Council reaffirms Pope 

Innocent’s declaration (above). This Council further states that this purgative 

fire can come to an end before the Final Judgement: “Those souls 

who…have been cleansed…are received immediately into Heaven.” See 

how the Church doctrine on Purgatory is developing organically through the 

Magisterium, the teaching arm of the Church. The doctrine is not departed 

from; it is further developed under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
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 Pope Benedict XII, 1285-1342: Baptized 

souls who die with the need for purification are 

received into Heaven having been purified; they 

will be with Christ…” and see the Divine essence 

with an intuitive vision and even face to face.” 

They will take up their bodies again on the Last 

Day. Pope Benedict XII reaffirms the teaching of 

the Council of Lyons. 

 

 Pope Eugene IV, 1383-1447 defined at the 

Council of Florence (1439) that souls “cleansed 

after death by purgatorial punishments…(are) 

relieved from such punishments (by) the acts of 

intercession of the living. Souls who after baptism 

incurred no sin at all…and those whose sins are 

purged, are immediately received into Heaven.” 

Pope Eugene, issuing this as a Bull at the Council, raised the doctrine of 

Purgatory to the level of infallibility.  

 Pope Leo X, 1475-1521 declared in a Papal Bull in 1518: “The Roman 

Pontiff…can, for reasonable causes, concede indulgences from the 

superabundant merits of the saints to the same faithful…whether in this life 

or in Purgatory…we decree that this must be held and preached by all.” This 

is a confirmation by Pope Leo of the infallibility of the doctrine of 

Purgatory. 

 Pope Leo X, 1475-1521 declared in a Papal Bull in 1520: Pope Leo 

condemns some of the errors of Martin Luther in regard to Purgatory: 

 Error: the fear of death is Purgatory enough 

 Error: Purgatory can’t be proven from Scripture 

 Error: Souls in Purgatory aren’t assured salvation 

 Error: Souls in Purgatory sin by resting and resisting 

punishment 

 Error: the souls in Purgatory are unhappy with the freedom won for 

them by the living’s prayers and sacrifices on their behalf 
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 The Council of Trent, 1545-1563 – the canons of the Council of Trent are 

infallible; the decrees of this Council are not, but they are Church teaching. 

 Decree: “The Catholic Church, instructed by the Holy 

Spirit…has taught that there is a Purgatory; and that they souls 

thereby detained are assisted by the suffrages of the faithful…the holy 

synod commands the bishops that they insist that the sound doctrine 

of Purgatory…be believed by the faithful.” 

 Canon: “If anyone says that after the reception of the grace of 

justification (through baptism) is so remitted…that no debt of 

temporal punishment remains to be discharged either in this or in 

Purgatory…let him be anathema.” 

 Decree: “The Mass is offered…not only for the sins and 

punishment of the faithful on Earth, but also ‘for those who have died 

in Christ but are not wholly purified.’” 

 Canon: “The Council anathematizes anyone who believes that 

the Mass ‘should not be offered for the living and the dead.’” 

 

 Pope Paul VI, 1897-1978, in an Apostolic Constitution in 1967: “It is a 

Divinely-revealed truth that sins bring punishment…these must be expiated 

either on this Earth…or else in the life beyond through fire and torments or 

‘purifying’ punishments.” 

 

 Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Letter from 1979: “In fidelity to 

the New Testament and Tradition, the Church believes in the possibility of a 

purification of the Elect…a purification altogether different from the 

punishment of the damned.” 
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 From the Catechism of the Catholic Church as 

promulgated by Pope St. John Paul II, 1992: 

 Paragraph 1030: “All who die in God’s grace and 

friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of 

their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo 

purification so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the 

joy of Heaven.” 

 1031: “The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final 

purification of the Elect,” distinguished from the “punishment of the 

damned.” 

 1472: Purgatorial sanctification purges the Elect from unhealthy 

attachments and discharges the temporal punishment due from sin. 

 1473: “The forgiveness of sin and restoration of communion 

with God entail the remission of the eternal punishment, but temporal 

punishment of sin remains.” We can discharge the debt of temporal 

punishment in this life by prayers, sacrifices, patiently bearing 

sufferings, corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and penitential 

practices. There are indulgences which discharge some of the debt 

given for certain acts, such as: recitation of the Divine Mercy chaplet; 

participation in the Feast of Divine Mercy; loving Jesus’ Sacred 

Heart, especially when a statue, picture, or other depiction of His 

Sacred Heart is seen; keeping the nine first Fridays devotion or the 

five First Saturdays devotion. Any debts due for temporal punishment 

not discharged in this life will be purged in the final purification of 

Purgatory. 

 Pope St. John Paul II: 1999 General Audience: “God’s fatherly love does not 

rule out punishment…understood as part of a merciful justice…for man’s 

own good…temporal punishment expresses the condition of suffering of 

those who, while reconciled with God, are still marked by those ‘remains of 

sin’ which do not leave them totally open to grace. The sinner is called to 

undertake a journey of conversion toward the fullness of love…which serves 

as ‘medicine’…to undertake his own profound conversion. This is the 

meaning of the ‘satisfaction’ required in the Sacrament of Penance.” Pope 

St. John Paul II did not limit this ‘satisfaction’ to this life, but encompasses 

the afterlife, where the ‘medicine’ will be applied in Purgatory. 
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 Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI in his encyclical Spe Salvi, 2007: “The fire of 

Purgatory which both burns and saves is Christ Himself, the Judge and 

Savior. The encounter with Him is the decisive act of judgement. Before His 

gaze, all falsehoods melt away…Yet in the pain of this encounter, when the 

impurity and sickness of our lives become evident to us, therein lies 

salvation…the touch of His Heart heals us through an undeniably painful 

transformation ‘as through fire.’ But it is a blessed pain, in which the holy 

power of His Love sears through us like a flame.” 

 

 Summary of the Magisterial Teaching: 

 

 Souls in Purgatory are assured of their eternal salvation 

 Souls are cleansed of all stain of sin and the effects of sin 

 The purifying punishment discharges all remaining debt 

incurred by sin 

 The purifying punishment cleanses the soul of all unhealthy 

attachments 

 Souls are not held in Purgatory until the Last Day (the Final 

Judgement, the Second Coming). Once the soul wholly loves God, is 

free from sin, the stain/effects of sin, and is purified from all 

unhealthy attachments, they will enter the joys of Heaven. 

 Souls in Purgatory benefit from the prayers and sufferings 

offered on their behalf by the living faithful in the Church Militant. 

 The doctrine of Purgatory is an infallible teaching of the 

Catholic Church 
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Session 6: July 8, 2022 

PURGATORY as Testified to by THE SAINTS 

 The testimony of saints who have first-hand experiences of Purgatory confirm the 

teaching in Scripture, Tradition, and from the Magisterium 

 There is direct evidence from saints: Someone is taken to or otherwise shown a 

vision of Purgatory, with the surest confidence that it is Purgatory they are 

experiencing. 

 St. Bede (died AD 735) was guided by a supernatural being to a 

broad, deep valley “of infinite length. The side to our left was dreadful with 

burning flames while the opposite side was equally horrible…both sides 

were filled with men’s souls.” The guide assured St. Bede that this was not 

Hell, as he had believed it to be. It was a place of testing and purification 

“where souls are tried and punished…who had recourse to (the grace of 

final) penitence…they were penitent only at death…they will be admitted to 

the Kingdom of Heaven on the Day of Judgement…many are helped by the 

prayers, fasting, and alms of the living, and especially by the offering of 

Masses.” St. Bede was taken to another realm, a positive realm, but not 

Heaven. This is “where souls are received who die having done good 

(works), but are not so perfect as to merit immediate entry into the Kingdom 

of Heaven.” 
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 St. Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938) 

followed her guardian angel to a “misty place 

filled with fire in which there was a great crowd 

of suffering souls. They were praying fervently, 

but to no avail, for themselves; only we can 

come to their aid…their greatest torment was 

their longing for God.” She also saw “Our Lady 

visiting the souls in Purgatory…she brings them 

refreshment.” 

 

 

 There is indirect evidence from saints 

 Someone is visited by a 

soul from Purgatory, pleading 

for prayers. At times, physical 

evidence remains after the visit 

from the soul in Purgatory. This 

physical evidence has been 

collected in the Museo delle 

Anime del Purgatorio in Rome. 

Built to prove Purgatory exists, 

the museum's collection 

includes scorched handprints of 

those seeking our prayers. The 

scorched papers and clothing 

displayed in the vestry of the 

Church of the Sacred Heart of 

Suffrage in Prati testify to the 

trials of those who managed to 

avoid going to hell, but sought 

escape from the purifying fires 

of Purgatory. 
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 St. Gemma Galgani (1878-1903) was visited by a nun, a Mother 

Superior: Mother Maria Teresa of the Infant Jesus, who thanked her for her 

prayers and indicated that her suffering was almost at an end. Gemma 

redoubled her prayers for the souls in Purgatory, especially for Mother 

Maria Teresa. She received a vision from Jesus just three days later that 

Mother Maria Teresa would enter Heaven that day. 
 Padre Pio of Pietrelcina (1887-1968) was visited by Pietro del Mauro, 

who had died in Room 4 in a fire on September 18,1908. Pietro told Padre 

Pio that he was in Purgatory and needed a Mass said for his intention to 

enter Heaven. Padre Pio celebrated Mass for Pietro the next day, after 

having checked on his name. A man named Pietro del Mauro had died in 

1908 in room number 4 on September 18, 1908, when the friary had been a 

home for the aged. 
 These visits experienced by the saints were unsolicited. The saints 

experienced these visits but did not seek or conjure them. The sin of necromancy 

is when a person deliberately seeks to summon the dead, to wield power over them 

or gain knowledge from them. 
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Purgatory: good news 

About the afterlife 

For those  

who aren’t perfect yet 

Based on a book and a series 

by karlo Broussard 

 

Session 7: July 15, 2022 

THE Theological foundation OF PURGATORY 

 The state of the souls in Purgatory: Souls in Purgatory can sin no longer. 

 Our wills are fixed upon death: either upon God or against God. If we 

die in friendship with God, or choosing Him upon our deathbed after an 

unrepentant life, our wills are “fixed” toward God; therefore, sin no longer 

has any hold upon us. Our only love and our only goal is God. Even at the 

Second Coming, when our souls are reunited with our glorified bodies, our 

wills remain fixed. This is why a prayer for the grace of final penitence is a 

crucial prayer for ourselves and out of love for our neighbor – everyone else. 

 Souls in Purgatory know that they are bound for Heaven. 

They have seen the face of God and lived. They have chosen 

for God and not against Him. Upon death, particular 

judgement is rendered: either Heaven or Hell. Souls in 

Purgatory know that they have been judged (eventually) 

worthy of Heaven. Souls who have appeared to the saints 

pleading for prayers are asking because they are eager to get 

into Heaven – not because they think they are in Hell. 

 Souls in Purgatory cannot increase in their love for God, 

nor can they earn any merits for themselves. Again, their will is fixed; thus, 

their capacity to love, worship, and adore God is also fixed. Since they love 

Him with all of their heart, mind, and strength – to the utmost of their 

capacity – all souls will be completely joy-filled and utterly satisfied, 

whether their capacity is as limited as a thimble or as deep as the sea. See 

Hebrews 4:10, Apocalypse 14:13, and 1 Corinthians 3:8. 
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 Those who die with unconfessed venial sins make their confession, 

contrition, and satisfaction in Purgatory. 

 Venial sins involve a finite amount of temporal punishment, since the 

soul did not turn completely away from God, as is the case with mortal sin. 

Unconfessed, unrepented mortal sin incurs the infinite punishment of Hell. 

 All sin involves turning away from God and towards a created good. 

In Purgatory, souls are cleansed from unhealthy attachments to created 

goods which may be “good” in themselves. Food is a created good and the 

body needs food to be nourished; however, a glutton is attached to food to an 

unhealthy degree. Other created goods are not good for us: tobacco, alcohol, 

or drugs, for example. The inclination toward these created goods is 

disordered, because it perverts the natural order to incline toward something 

which is harmful to us. 

 The debt of punishment is best understood as restoration of the order 

of justice. The virtue of justice is to give to each 

their “due.” To man, certain things are due – 

special bonds of love within a family, a good work 

ethic for an employer, or money for rent, 

mortgage, or car payments, for example. To God, 

other things are due – love for Him above all else; 

and love for our neighbor shown through acts of 

charity and forgiveness. When we sin, we distort 

the order of justice. Temporal punishment in this 

life or in Purgatory discharges this debt of punishment, restoring the order of 

justice while cleansing the soul in preparation for the joys of Heaven. 

 God’s order of justice includes feelings of pleasure when we do things 

right – eat food which is nutritious, get enough sleep, exercise moderately – 

and feelings of pain when we do things in a disordered way – eating to 

excess, smoking, or sluggishness such that our muscles grow slack, for 

example. When we love God and our neighbor, the natural order is for us to 

feel serenity and joy. When we sin against God and our neighbor, the natural 

order is for us to feel guilty. If we feel good about sinning, this is a disorder. 
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 God offers opportunities for the sinner to convert – to turn back 

toward God and away from their disordered affections. Even when right 

order is restored, the penalty for perverting the natural order must be paid. If 

I broke your window and apologized, our relationship would be restored; but 

until I pay to replace your window, things won’t truly be right between us. 

The same principle applies between God and man. 

 Temporal punishment is medicine for the soul – it heals, cleanses, and 

purifies. It is by nature painful at some level, both in this life and in 

Purgatory.  
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Purgatory: good news 

About the afterlife 

For those  

who aren’t perfect yet 

Based on a book and a series 

by karlo Broussard 

 

Session 8: July 22, 2022 

THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT PURGATORY 

 Consolation for believers 

 Joys beyond this world 

 The pursuit of holiness 

 Consolation for believers Purgatory consoles believers who sin –  

that would be all of us. 

 Death can come suddenly – souls may not have an 

opportunity to make a last Confession, be absolved, and 

receive Viaticum, food for the journey. Purgatory assures us 

of our salvation if we turn to God as we die. 

 Purgatory assures us of God’s love for us – God 

loves us so much that even when we die with unconfessed sins or imperfect 

contrition, or with temporal punishment still due for sin, He offers us 

Purgatory as the final “field hospital” in which our diseased souls can 

receive the medicine of immortality and be prepared for the joys of Heaven. 

 Purgatory consoles believers who mourn the loss of a loved one 

 Purgatory consoles believers with God’s balance of mercy and justice – a 

serial killer, rapist, or a lifelong atheist who turns to God in the last instant of 

their lives will be assured of salvation (God’s mercy), while their Purgatorial 

experience will be in proportion to their contrition (God’s justice). 
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 Believers are consoled by praying for the 

souls in Purgatory – this is a beautiful and 

simple spiritual work of mercy which helps us 

as much as it helps the souls for whom we pray. 

When that soul gets to Heaven, we can be 

assured of their continued prayers for us. 

 

 Purgatory’s consolations go beyond this world –  into the next. Our prayers and 

suffrages for the souls in Purgatory bit by bit remove the obstacles which obscure 

the Beatific Vision from them. Their souls are cleansed and purified until they can 

enter fully into the joys of Heaven. 

 God’s order of justice satisfies us – Our nature inclines toward order and justice – 

until we want to sin, that is. Then we’re all about God’s mercy! God alone is 

capable of marrying perfect justice and perfect mercy. We can thank God for His 

merciful gift of Purgatory which restores the order of justice. 

 At death, our wills are fixed and we receive God’s verdict on us at our 

Particular Judgement. Since souls in Purgatory have their wills fixed on 

God, they will not resent the pains of Purgatory, but will comprehend God’s 

mercy in allowing this time of purification as they look forward to Heaven. 

 Joy and love naturally go hand-in-hand. The joy of a soul who has seen God 

and been judged by Him worthy of Heaven leaps and overflows with love 

for God. Joy, love, and peace are three fruits of the Holy Spirit mentioned 

one after the other in St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians 5:22. 

 We receive joy when we possess a “good.” God is the ultimate “good” for a 

soul; therefore, knowing that they are Heaven-bound, souls rejoice in God. 

 Love and joy are more intense in Purgatory once our affections are no longer 

divided. We can then concentrate all of our joy and love on God. 
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 Love of neighbor is also intensified in Purgatory. 

Souls rejoice when they see neighboring souls freed 

from Purgatory and on the way to Heaven. Love is 

“willing the good of the other.” Since the ultimate 

“good” is God, love wills that the souls of their 

neighbor are freed to fly to Him in Heaven. 

 Souls in Purgatory take joy in the prayers and 

sufferings offered on their behalf. 

 

 

 

 Assurance of Heaven – In this life, we have many choices; in eternity, there are 

only two: Heaven and Hell.  

 Those who die in God’s friendship, even if imperfectly detached from 

created goods or who die with unconfessed sins or with a debt of temporal 

punishment remaining, are assured of their salvation, thanks to Purgatory.  

 While we live, we can turn away from God and lose the salvation Jesus won 

for us. See 1 Corinthians 9:27, where St. Paul warns that he might be 

“disqualified” unless he vigilantly “pummels his body…to subdue it.” See 

also 1 Corinthians 10:12 where St. Paul starkly warns: “Let anyone who 

thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” See Romans 11:22: St. Paul warns 

that the faithful can be “cut off” unless they continue to live in charity. See 

Philippians 2:12: “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” 
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 Joys beyond this world and the pursuit of holiness 

“God, in a plan of sheer goodness, freely created Man” (CCC 1) and draws man to 

Himself. “Man is created by and for God…only in God will he find the truth and 

happiness (for which) he never stops searching.” (CCC 27). 

 God’s mercy is shown in the doctrine of Purgatory: even those who die 

imperfectly loving God, but in His friendship, are assured of eternal 

Beatitude. 

 Purgatory ought to inspire us to seek to discharge all debt of temporal 

punishment and to detach ourselves from created goods, to focus all of our 

love on God such that we can 

enter immediately into the 

Beatific Vision before death. 

Purgatory brings us joy as we 

realize that as lost sheep who 

long for their Shepherd, He will 

bring us to Himself by degrees 

through the purgatorial fire. 

 Purgatory spurs us to the pursuit of holiness: 

 Praying for the souls in Purgatory is a spiritual work of mercy and is a 

reminder that charity exceeds the boundary of death. 

 Frequent and worthy reception of the sacraments and cooperation with 

the graces received through the sacraments facilitates our pursuit of 

holiness. Especially through Confession, which heals our relationship 

with God and through our penance discharge of our debts, and the 

Eucharist, which nourishes us and girds us against temptation. 

 Daily examination of conscience highlights where we fall short; it 

“helps us form our conscience, fight against evil tendencies…we are 

healed by Christ and progress in the life of the Spirit.” 

(CCC 1458). This daily examen spurs us to avoid evil and 

to do the good and fosters a spirit of contrition within us. 

 Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving keep our wills in 

line with God’s Will.  

 Embracing the suffering which accompanies our 

lives and uniting it with the Cross of Christ helps us to 

order our attachments rightly. Voluntary acts of penance 

undertaken for the good of others satisfies some of the 

debt due for sin and blesses our neighbors. It is a 

participation in Christ’s redemptive work; Jesus “desires to associate 

with His redeeming sacrifice those who were to be its first 

beneficiaries.” (CCC 618) 
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