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Lector Instructions for Mass  
at St. Joan of Arc Church 

 

 Please take time to review the readings prior to arriving at 
the church. This allows you to not only become familiar 
with the readings style, but also to have time to reflect on 
the meaning of the Scriptures that you will proclaim.  
 

 Please arrive 15 minutes before Mass is scheduled to begin, 
and sign-in at the sacristy.  
 

 Right before Mass begins read the lector comments from 
the Ambo. 
 

 Then walk to the back of the church and process in with the 
priest and altar servers. You should be behind the servers, 
but in front of the priest in the procession.  
 

 Genuflect to the tabernacle once everyone reaches the foot 
of the sanctuary. 
 

 Proceed to sit in seat nearest the Organ. 
 

 After you complete each reading, please wait for the people 
to respond before stepping away from the Ambo.  
 

 After each reading, return to the seat nearest the Organ. 
 

 When we reach the Profession of Faith, you may return to 
the Ambo at the words “I believe in the Holy Spirit” 

 

 Once the Prayers of the Faithful are read, wait until Father 
completes his prayer, then return to the seat nearest the 
Organ. 
 

 At the end of Mass, you may join in the recession with the 
priest and altar servers. 
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Lector Instructions for Mass 
at St. Louise de Marillac Church 

 

 Please take time to review the readings prior to arriving at 
the church. This allows you to not only become familiar 
with the readings style, but also to have time to reflect on 
the meaning of the Scriptures that you will proclaim.  
 

 Please arrive 15 minutes before Mass is scheduled to begin, 
and sign-in at the sacristy.  
 

 Process in with the priest and altar servers. You should be 
behind the servers, but in front of the priest in the 
procession.  

 
 Genuflect to the tabernacle once everyone reaches the foot 

of the sanctuary 

 
 Proceed to sit in sanctuary nearest the Ambo 

 
 After you complete each reading, please wait for the people 

to respond before stepping away from the Ambo.  
 
 After the second reading, please return to the congregation 

for seating 

 
 When we reach the Profession of Faith, you may return to 

the Ambo at the words “I believe in the Holy Spirit” 

 
 Once the Prayers of the Faithful are read, wait until Father 

completes his prayer, then return to the congregation 

 
 At the end of Mass, you may join in the recession with the 

priest and altar servers 
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Proclaiming the Word of God at Mass – Helpful Hints from the 
USCCB 
 
Reading and Explaining the Word of God 
 
When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself 
speaks to his people, and Christ, present in his word, proclaims the 
Gospel. Therefore, the readings from the Word of God are to be 
listened to reverently by everyone, for they are an element of the 
greatest importance in the Liturgy. (General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal [GIRM], no. 29) 
 
Vocal Expression of the Different Texts 
 
In texts that are to be pronounced in a loud and clear voice, whether 
by the Priest or the Deacon, or by a reader, or by everyone, the voice 
should correspond to the genre of the text itself, that is, depending 
upon whether it is a reading, a prayer, an explanatory comment, an 
acclamation, or a sung text; it should also be suited to the form of 
celebration and to the solemnity of the gathering. Consideration 
should also be given to the characteristics of different languages and 
of the culture of different peoples. (GIRM, no. 38) 
 
Silence 
 
The Liturgy of the Word is to be celebrated in such a way as to favor 
meditation, and so any kind of haste such as hinders recollection is 
clearly to be avoided. (GIRM, no. 56) 
 
Scripture Readings 
 
The function of proclaiming the readings is by tradition not 
presidential but ministerial. In the absence of an instituted lector, 
other lay people may be deputed to proclaim the readings from Sacred 
Scripture, people who are truly suited to carrying out this function 
and carefully prepared, so that by their hearing the readings from the 
sacred texts the faithful may conceive in their hearts a sweet and 
living affection for Sacred Scripture. (GIRM, no. 101) 
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