
 

From the Desk of Father Jeff 

Pope Leo XIV 
 

With the election of Cardinal Robert Prevost as Pope     
Leo XIV and the 267th Pope overall since Christ chose 
Saint Peter as the first Pope, this marks a significant 
moment in Catholic Church history and also a historical 
moment for the Catholic Church in the United States as the 
first ever American Pope. His prior roles, including 
leadership within the Augustinian Order and his work as 
Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops, provided him with 
extensive experience in church governance. Notably, his 
years of missionary service in Peru shaped his pastoral 

perspective. 

 

I want to share with you some parts of his first address to 

the Cardinals shortly after his election: 

 

“Beginning with Saint Peter and up to myself, his unworthy 
Successor, the Pope has been a humble servant of God 
and of his brothers and sisters, and nothing more than this. 
It has been clearly seen in the example of so many of my 
Predecessors, and most recently by Pope Francis himself, 
with his example of complete dedication to service and to 
sober simplicity of life, his abandonment to God throughout 
his ministry and his serene trust at the moment of his 
return to the Father’s house. Let us take up this precious 
legacy and continue on the journey, inspired by the same 

hope that is born of faith.” 
 

Pope Leo XIV later goes on to say: 

“In these days, we have been able to see the beauty and 
feel the strength of this immense community, which with 
such affection and devotion has greeted and mourned its 
Shepherd, accompanying him with faith and prayer at the 
time of his final encounter with the Lord. We have seen the 
true grandeur of the Church, which is alive in the rich 
variety of her members in union with her one Head, Christ, 
“the shepherd and guardian” (1 Peter 2:25) of our souls. 
She is the womb from which we were born and at the 
same time the flock (cf. Jn 21:15-17), the field (cf. Mk 4:1-
20) entrusted to us to protect and cultivate, to nourish with 
the sacraments of salvation and to make fruitful by our 
sowing the seed of the Word, so that, steadfast in one 
accord and enthusiastic in mission, she may press forward, 
like the Israelites in the desert, in the shadow of the cloud 

and in the light of God’s fire (cf. Ex 13:21). 

In this regard, I would like us to renew together today our 
complete commitment to the path that the universal Church 
has now followed for decades in the wake of the Second 
Vatican Council. Pope Francis masterfully and concretely 
set it forth in the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 
from which I would like to highlight several fundamental 
points: the return to the primacy of Christ in proclamation 
(cf. No. 11); the missionary conversion of the entire 
Christian community (cf. No. 9); growth in collegiality and 
synodality (cf. No. 33); attention to the sensus fidei                   
(cf. Nos. 119-120), especially in its most authentic and 
inclusive forms, such as popular piety (cf. No. 123);               
loving care for the least and the rejected (cf. No. 53); 
courageous and trusting dialogue with the contemporary 
world in its various components and realities (cf. No. 84; 
Second Vatican Council, Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et 

Spes, 1-2). 

 

These are evangelical principles that have always inspired 
and guided the life and activity of God’s Family. In these 
values, the merciful face of the Father has been revealed 
and continues to be revealed in his incarnate Son, the 
ultimate hope of all who sincerely seek truth, justice, peace 
and fraternity (cf. Benedict XVI, Spe Salvi, 2; Francis, Spes 

Non Confundit, 3). 

Sensing myself called to continue in this same path, I 
chose to take the name Leo XIV. There are different 
reasons for this, but mainly because Pope Leo XIII in his 
historic Encyclical Rerum Novarum addressed the social 
question in the context of the first great industrial 
revolution. In our own day, the Church offers to everyone 
the treasury of her social teaching in response to another 
industrial revolution and to developments in the field of 
artificial intelligence that pose new challenges for the 

defence of human dignity, justice and labour.” 

 

For his entire address, please go to:                     

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2025/
may/documents/20250510-collegio-cardinalizio.html  

 

Let us all pray for Pope Leo XIV and his 
intentions each day. 
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